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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - General discussion of his life as a fisherman. 
         Don:      And your Indian name? 
          
         Gillette: K'ekq'oas. 
          
         Don:      Where were you born? 
          
         Gillette: I was born in -- what do you call this place -- 
         American side.  It's a lighthouse there.  The other side of 
         Port Angeles.  It's Port Townsend.   
          
         Don:      Port Townsend? 
          
         Gillette: Yeah. 
          
         Don:      Then, did you go to Clo-oose?  You said at one time 
         that you were from Clo-oose. 
          
         Gillette: You see, my father was a boss of the hop yard in, one 
         of the hop yards in, let's see, what do you call that -- used 
         to have like five hundred pickers with him.  Otherwise he gets 
         five dollars a head doing it.  So, well, people from Nootka 
         Sound all the way up this way, to get that many peoples, you 
         know. 
          
         Don:      Were both of your parents Nitinat people? 
          



         Gillette: Yeah.  We belong to Clo-oose and my mama's family, 
         from Carmanah Point. 
          
         Don:      Carmanah Point. 
          
         Gillette: Yeah. 
          
         Don:      Did your parents have a large family?  Do you have a 
         lot of brothers and sisters? 
          
         Gillette: Yes, yes.  Yes, we had, I had brothers and sisters.  
         I grew up with eight.  That's my father's kids and daughters. 
          
         Don:      Where did you live as a child?  How many places did 
         you move to? 
          
         Gillette: Well, you know, we moved to Seattle in 1911 because 
         my dad was working at the mill over at the sandspit of Seattle, 
         inside, way inside the bay.  That's between, what do you call 
         that point again? 
          
         Don:      Townsend?  Was that Port Townsend? 
          
         Gillette: No, no, no.  Right in Seattle. 
          
         Don:      Oh, I see. 
          
         Gillette: It's a simple name too.  Quite a while, we were right 
         in the bay, like at the point, you see.  I couldn't get the 
         name of it.   
          
         Don:      So you went to Seattle then? 
          
         Gillette: We stayed in Seattle for five years because he was 
         working in the mill then.  So I got a friend, there were no 
         agents in the beach right where we were, they were next door to 
         us.  Their father was working the same place where my father 
         was working, that mill.  So they used to go to school in the 
         sandspit and they called me every morning.  I would go with 
          
         them, walking the beach.  We would go to the school so I stayed 
         outside.  I didn't want to go in.  They told me to come in.  
         Even the teacher at school told me to come in.  I said, "No."  
         That's where I lost out in English.  They gave me coffee and 
         bring the coffee out and still I didn't go in.  (laughs) 
          
         Don:      Tried to bribe you. 
          
         Gillette: You know what I was saying, they were white people, I 
         was Indian.  I don't think I was fit to be inside with that 
         people, and there were lots of kids.  When they come out for 
         recess, I'd be playing with them.  Some got mean between times 
         at me and I didn't go for it, I just get away.  Because it 
         wasn't my friend so it didn't matter to me, didn't bother me, 
         anything like that.  It didn't scare me or nothing because I 
         was waiting for my friends to go home with.  And there were two 
         boys of this origin and one girl, so four on that beach every 



         day.  I never missed.  They never missed calling me over 
         because they were next door to me. 
          
         Don:      After that time, when did you move to Victoria? 
          
         Gillette: We moved back home in 1915.  We went back to Clo-oose 
         because the regulation of the Indian Department of the Indians, 
         five years they got to go back home.  If you don't go back 
         home, it's your own fault. 
          
         Don:      What would they do to you? 
          
         Gillette: They erase you from the book. 
          
         Don:      I see. 
          
         Gillette: Then you not belong to no band.  So you've got to 
         protect your band and go back before five years.  No matter 
         where you go, you've got to watch your step.  You don't stay 
         away from home too long.  I think it's why those people...  Oh, 
         there's lots of people over at Tacoma right now that haven't 
         been home for many years and they are off the band. 
          
         Don:      What was Victoria like in those days? 
          
         Gillette: Oh yes, Victoria.  Right here, there was a big tree 
         right here.  And there was a line of other trees right here, 
         big ones in front of this building.  And there was some, not 
         road like this now, because just a few houses.  There was trees 
         along here, Douglas Street towards Oak Bay.  Standing trees 
         here and there and just a few houses were around.  If I'd 
         remembered correctly, I think that Government House over here 
         was a little smaller.  Looks like, maybe I was crazy that time, 
         but it sure looked small, anyway.  It seems to be twice the 
         size she was before.  Now I'm talking about 1911, 1915. 
          
         Don:      Was that before you were working?  You were still a 
         child at that time? 
          
         Gillette: Yeah, yeah, I was only a kid.  1911 I must have been 
         about seven years old. 
          
         Don:      Seven years old. 
          
         Gillette: I was born in 1902. 
          
         Don:      1902.  Did you get to Vancouver in those days?  Your 
         family, in the early days, did you get to Vancouver? 
          
         Gillette: Yeah, yeah, yeah. 
          
         Don:      What was that like, that city? 
          
         Gillette: Well, Vancouver is the same, bushes on corners, not 
         like it is now.  It's from Stevestons all the way down now 

          compares in what it was before.  And Steveston, Lulu Island,
         there was just the farmers.  Now you see nothing but houses and 



         stores along that Lulu Island.  Steveston, it was just an 
         Imperial and Lummi Bay Packing Company, what do you call that 
         outfit, Jap outfit. 
          
         Don:      Japanese. 
          
         Gillette: Yeah. 

n:      Steveston had a lot of Japanese in the early days, 

llette: Yes, a whole island.  They all went from, the whole 

t 

llette: Oh yeah, yeah.  Most of them are gill netters.  Yeah.  

l 

s 

n:      What was your first employment?  Your first job? 

n:      Where was this? 

llette: In, I mentioned it a while ago, that island. 

llette: I mentioned it a while ago.  Yune's Cannery, Yune's 

n:      Yune's? 

llette: Making cans.  Boy, really, every day whether overtime 

   What were you doing with the foot? 

llette: The lever. 

n:      Oh, I see. 

          
         Do
         didn't it? 
          
         Gi
         island is just full of it.  And good farmers.  Like always got 
         good strawberry patches but today you can't see that.  They 
         tried it over at Lulu Island with that white fellow's work bu
         they got just small little strawberries no bigger than my 
         thumb.  But the Japanese, Holy God, what the hell secret you 
         know.  They could make you swallow real good. 
          
         Don:      Did they do a lot of fishing also, the Japanese? 
          
         Gi
         And you don't know when they sleep, no.  They are right there 
         and they never seem to go to sleep.  And they, how they put 
          
         their legs together.  I think that's how they sit down and 
         sleep because they never lay down at all, you know.  They al
         sit in a house there, they just cross their legs and not 

talk         talking at all.  And between times they talks to them, he 
         to you right back.  Not sleeping.  Just waiting for action.  
         (laughs)   
          
         Do
          

llette: Making cans.          Gi
          
         Do
          
         Gi
          

n:      Lulu Island?          Do
          
         Gi
         Cannery.   
          
         Do
          
         Gi
         work we had to make lids for it.  When we work on overtime.  
         And nothing but the foot work.  We worked about that fast, I 
         guess. 
          

n:            Do
          
         Gi
          
         Do



          
         Gillette: Passing out compressure down and cut the cans same 
         time.  So you have the lids ready.  All you got to do is bend 
         them.   
          
         Don:      What age were you at that time?  What year? 

ay, 

n:      Doesn't seem very much these days, does it? 

n:      When did you get into the fishing business?  What 

llette: I started fishing when I grew up.  And I started on 

llette: A course and you can't do any more.  If you're no 
 

 

llette: I did get the first class. 

n:      But your English was very spotty. 

est to do my part.  

 

n 

it 

pens 

          
         Gillette: 1915.  And believe me, boy, that was two bits an 
         hour.  Got long day to make your dollar.  (both laugh)  Anyw
         it adds up to, uh, $700 a year with overtime.   
          
         Do
          
         Gillette: No, no.  That's about, it works out anyway in a year, 
         you have $700, you're lucky if you have $760.  You get more 
         overtime then. 
          
         Do
         year?   
          
         Gi
         the same boat, 1917, on account of my brother bought a fish 
         boat, same boat.  Oh, we thought it was a great big boat.  It 
         was a diesel engine that.  And my brother, Henry Chipps, said 
         he needs engineer so he sent me to Vancouver and it cost me 
         $750 to learn how to do some mechanic work on the diesel 
         engines.  And that was only six months.  Six months. 
          

n:      The course?          Do
          
         Gi
         good, you're no good.  If you win, you're all right.  You got
         to take the engine apart and put them together piece by piece 
          

fore they let you go, before they say, "All right."  Before          be
         they say, "Here is your certificate for that purpose."  Whether
         you get the first class engineer ticket or second class 

ird          engineer or third class engineer and that's just, that th
         class is just an oil wiper, they call it.  Can't do anymore. 
          

n:      What did you get?          Do
          
         Gi
          
         Do
          

llette: I guess I, well, anyway I did my b         Gi
         I never get it.  Some day if he like to try to work on this 
         object because I didn't understand English too good.  So I 
         really go ahead with my brains.  Although it's washed up and
         don't understand but I try to figure it out.  I done pretty 
         good.  I done pretty good for a short period of time.  So whe
         I hear the engine running, when I quit that engineering course, 
         I hear the engine run, I know what's wrong with it.  Even 
         though it's only (noises), that's a valve leaking.  Got so 
         don't send out enough (noises), maybe two or three valves 
         missing.  It's all too late to shut, that's the trouble.  O



         too soon so it don't give compression enough to the engine.  
         That's why she's sounding like that.  And then it gets that way 
         when the nozzles, you choked.  They often get plugged, they are 
         small needle holes they got to spray out the fuel. 
          
         Don:      You told me at one time that somebody -- I think you 

I 

op, 

was 

d do it. 

n:      He was the instructor of this course?  Teacher of the 

llette: Yeah. 

you passed the course, did you go to commercial 

llette: Well, after that engineering course, when I come out, 
       it's funny, I'm going to tell you about that.  When I got the 

 
 

en't 
gine 

nd 
r 

         said he was Norwegian or Swedish -- was surprised that you 
         could take an engine apart even though you couldn't understand 
         him?  Can you tell me about that again? 
          
         Gillette: He used to tell me everything in English what to do.  
         I'd have my lips wide open I guess, and watching him and then 
         he'd start telling me with Norwegian language.  I still never 
         understand him.  But I try my best in the part and then I take 
         the pieces and they notches, so I fixed it and put it on and go 
         to work.  There is times I was crying, try to solve the thing.  
         It was pretty hard for me.  I don't understand what he said and 
         it could be all right if I understand what he said and both 
         ways, (laughs).  Maybe it was my habit, when I speak to him, 
         speak my own language.  That's the reason he speak his own 
         language to me.  It was no fun but we had to get along 
         together.  Oh, we get along just like brothers.  He'd st
         he'd pat on my shoulder and that was to say thank you.  I knew 
         what he meant.  Anyway, day in, day out, same thing, go to work 
         again and then pat my shoulder, walk away.  He satisfied with 
         what I'm doing.  He never say, "Go ahead, get busy."  No, 
         because I know in the language that he was using with me, 
         someday I find now today that he was swearing at me but he 
         swearing at me for nothing.  I tried my best.  I didn't do it 
         right, I guess.  The whole trouble was that I did not 
         understand what he was telling me to do.  Otherwise, I'
          
         Do
         course?   
          
         Gi
          

n:      After          Do
         fishing at that time with your brother? 
          
          
         Gi
  
         certificate for the engineering course, number one engineering 
         course, Matsuyama outfit, Tobetra outfit, Nelson Brothers, B.C.
         Packers, Canadian Fish Company were right there waiting for me. 
         Wanted an engineer.  You can't, you can't get out of that 
         office.  They are waiting for you right there.  They want 
         engineers.  And the only trouble with them people, they wer
         sure if they were a good engineer or not.  They take the en
         apart and put them back together.  Some fellows I seen try to 
         work on the engine with the best engineering certificate, 
         that's a white man, whether it is a Norwegian or English or 
         Scotch, takes them three days to put the engine together.  A
         mine was one day.  That's taking apart and putting it togethe
         and run it that evening. 
          



         Don:      That's amazing. 
          
         Gillette: See, the whole tr

n, they want to help and
ouble with them Norwegians, the white 
 I never had no help.  I just made a 

Who hired you right when you got your ticket? 

fice, I didn't learn that engine to run it for somebody else.  
 for 

othes because I don't need it.  It's no good for me.  It's 
ut 

fish to? 

nvik.  Yeah, he was in Vancouver, he buys 
e fish.  So he sent a packer into Nitinat so we got nothing 

 a fishing company after you 
nished with your brother? 

er died in 1919 when that flu was 
, didn't last long.  Too bad.  Didn't last long at all.  Only 

 

 the company was in 
 to get there and it 

 

         ma
         winch on the ceiling and hoist the block up.  Nothing to it.  
         If you get a help you do this, you do this, you never get 
         along.   
          
         Don:      
          
         Gillette: Well, I told them in the company, right in the 
         of
         I came to Vancouver to learn the diesel engineering course
         my brother.  So I went home because that's what they sent me 
         for.  I started engineering with my brother.  So, we made 
         pretty good in one season.  My money turned into a store and 
          
          
         cl
         good for my family because I don't stay home.  So we worked o
         together, me and my brother.  We bought goods for the village 
         and they done pretty good with it. 
          
         Don:      Who were you selling your 
          
         Gillette: Oh, we had independent buyers. 
          
         Don:      Oh, I see. 
          
         Gillette: Was Invik, I
         th
         to do it.  All we got to do is catch the fish.  Everything was 
         set up right, the beginning part of it.  All you got to do is 
         catch the fish, you're ready. 
          
         Don:      Did you ever work for
         fi
          
         Gillette: Well, when my broth
         on
         about a week, I guess, and he was gone.  And his wife made a 
         mistake.  She sold the boat right away.  So I had no more boat, 
         no more engine to run.  I sent a wire to Matsuyama outfit and 
         that Matsuyama outfit and Tobetra and Canadian Fish Company and 
         Matsuyama outfit answered right away, "Come on over.  If you 
         need money, we'll send you money."  There you go.  I said, "I 

          need money," because I was on the phone right there.  And then
         I said, "How much?"  And I asked my mother what they need in 
         the house and she started managing it and I figured out right 

d         there, in the house there was $150 roughly.  So I said, "I nee
         $200."  They says, "All right," nothing to it. 
          
         Don:      That company was in Vancouver? 
          
         Gillette: Yeah, they were in Vancouver and

e Alberni canal. It didn't take me long         th
         cost me nothing.  Of course, I got to have a lunch, yes.  But I



         pack that lunch from Clo-oose, I walked to Bamfield. 
          
         Don:      That's a long way. 
          
         Gillette: That's thirty-five miles.  That cost me six hours 

lking.   

w long did you work for Matsuyama Company? 

land, 

 As an engineer? 

 Oh, I run the boat, the packers, 
rothers and they tested me through 

 skipper.   

n:      Oh, I see. 

ent to the skipper course but by jimminy 
chool, it's worse than high school.   

IDE B) 

matics, holy cow.  They don't pick a man up if 
now much.  You got to know it like you do your shoes.  

u know the size of your shoes and you'll never wear a 

 in 

's just like 

stance you are going.  And you have one, two, three, four 

ble 
ve 

         wa
          
         Don:      Ho
          
         Gillette: Oh, I quit them when they were, got off the is
         before they got off the island.  I think I worked for them 
         possible seventeen years.  And then Nelson Brothers took me 
         over.   
          
         Don:     
          
         Gillette: Engineer, yeah. 
         only one year with Nelson B
         as
          
         Don:      Nelson Brothers did that? 
          
         Gillette: Yeah. 
          
         Do
          
          
         Gillette: And then I w

n, that skipper's s         ma
          
         (END OF SIDE A) 
          
         (S
          

llette:  Mathe         Gi
         he don't k
         Yo
         different size if it's tight.  Don't work so good.  It's got to 
         be just right.  So that's the way the companies do.  Whatever 
         they do, they know who to hire in the cannery to be boss,
         the plant to be boss, in the net loft to be boss.  They don't 
         pick up anybody.  They pick up the right person.  The person 
         that they'll see, he'll work there right.  And then he leave 
         him to be boss when he hires a person to make the seine or to 
         gill net.  Gill nets right there, got to be patched, they are 
         patching it.  Ready to sell it to the fishermen. 
          
         Don:      What did they teach you in the skipper's school? 
          

llette: Oh, the skipper's job in the school, it         Gi
         mathematics.  Of course you got to learn the miles and the 
         di
         boats in front of you, five boats in front of you.  You know 
         your course and you know, then you know their course.  Possi
         one of them on your course.  So you've got to dig a notch, mo
         out of the way because you don't want that bump.  Might cost 
         money.  So you got to watch it, that's what they're teaching 



         you.  And boy, it's hard.  I wouldn't go through again, no 
         matter.   
          
         Don:      How long did that take? 
          
         Gillette: Well, if you don't go through in six months, they 

t to know it.  There was a 

 

 

he 

 
 

l, 
y 

llette: Yeah.  "What's the name of your boat?  Where are you 
eply, next question, they want a 

llette: Seventeen years. 

llette: I was on that whaler seventeen years when I got 
tworthy because they were trust me 

r sixty-two thousand dollars a week to pack around, camp to 
 

  

others 

  

t 

 

         wouldn't take you in again.  You go
         lot of people that don't go through, even the well-educated 
         guys.  Yeah, they go through the papers pretty quick and they
         give it to the desk man, it's all finished.  The desk man 
         checks it, checks it, checks it, yeah, go.  Yeah.  Then you'd 
         say, "I'll get it."  Yeah, six months time if you don't get it,
         oh, thirty-six of us went through the course.  Out of the 
         thirty-three, two Indians and one white fellow went through.  
         Because, and only one proposition helped us a lot.  We didn't 
         drink, we didn't go in the beer parlor after school.  And t
         rest of them, oh to hell with it, I'll go through.  I went 
         through today.  No, that's not it.  It's a big hill, I call it,
         you got to climb.  Whether you make it or not, you try to climb
         it anyway.  It's a steep hill too.  Some sections are just like 
         sand, I call it.  You standing still, put your foot out on the 
         sand, never go any higher.  That's what them well-educated 
         white fellows I seen, never make it.  And then when this war 
         came, the World War, you got to know the signal lights.  You 
         got to go through that too.  (laughs)  And it's no fun.  Wel
         it's just the alphabet to them people.  Nothing to it.  And tr
         to read that boy, in the distance.  They don't do it like a 
         hundred yards away, they do it in miles away.  Asking you 
         question, what the name of your boat. 
          
         Don:      Little tiny light. 
          
         Gi
         going?"  Quick too.  I would r

ply.            re
          
         Don:      How long were you a skipper? 
          
         Gi
          

n:      Seventeen years.          Do
          
         Gi
         through.  I guess I was trus
         fo
         camp, keep the camp money level.  Crazy, there is something
         else, I don't understand in English, maybe I'm crazy.  I hope I 
         stay crazy a long time.  They'd buy the fish for Nelson 
         Brothers, the camp.  And you go there, you are a fish packer.
         You go there, they put it on the scale, you buy their fish.  
         You go in the hatch and you fish back there for Nelson Br
         and you pack the fish out to Nelson Brothers camp, you buy 

.         their fish.  You don't just take it.  And they want even money
         (laughs)  Kind of crazy to me.  When Nelson Brothers already 
         bought it, that's what I'm referring to.  The camp don't wan
         to lose a quarter pound and I don't want to lose a quarter 
         pound.  I guess I was a good robber or something like that.  I



         never lose a quarter pound and I never lose a pound.  I gain. 
          
         Don:      How did you do that? 
          
         Gillette: Well, I guess, on tha
         well, I estimated.  I used to ge

t scale, you know.  Roughly, 
t thirty-two pounds extra a 

ad.  And that was quite the money for me.  I get the money.  

ch camp.  They ask me how I do it.  I said, "I never take it 
wn to you."  All I did was take that slip out from the office 

 

llette: (laughs)  I can't help it because it's mine.  That's 

llette: Oh, a whole island.  Whole Vancouver Island. 

llette: All Nelson Brothers.  Camp here and camp there, all 
nd west coast.  Well, you travel 

e week.  You finish the island and you go back to Vancouver.  

e for 
 

? 

llette: With fish on the deck.  I ask them why they do that.  
Yes."  I never said, "No," 
f the weather is pretty bad on 

 

llette: Oh, they had all kinds.  I think there were seventeen 

         lo
         The company don't get it.  Because it's what their book as 
         reading.  It's right to the office and when I get thirty-two 
         pounds or the best one I get that week was sixty-two pounds by 
          
          
         a quarter pound here and there, you know.  A pound and a half 
         ea
         do
         to the boat and do the same in Vancouver.  Take the slip to the
         office.  I never touch it.  It's all there.  Then they would 
         say, "Well, here's your money."  (laughs) 
          
         Don:      He couldn't figure it out.  (laughs) 
          
         Gi
         what the agreement is for.  (laughs) 
          
         Don:      How large was the Nelson Brothers fishing fleet? 
          
         Gi
          

n:      It was all Nelson.          Do
          
         Gi
         over the island.  East coast a
         on
         Some places I get load up in one day.  When it's good fishing 
         day and I got to take that trip to Vancouver.  I don't go any 
         further because I'm loaded.  And I seen the fellows, my 
         friends, a skipper, get overloaded, deck-loaded, which is not 
         worth it.  All these boats can take what they can take.  If 
         they are overloaded, too much, not only for the boat, mor
         the engine because there is more weight in it.  I seen a fellow
         in Nootka Sound got a deckload of fish.  Not protected.  Not 
         protected, not worth it.  You can't make a six hour trip to 
         Vancouver in that distance... 
          
          
         Don:      With fish on the deck
          
         Gi
         Percentage more.  "Yes," I said, "

cause that's what it is, no.  I         be
         the coast, there is no fish on the deck.  (laughs)  All washed 
         overboard.  So they done it a lot of times.  No more deck load
         when they land.  No fish. 
          
         Don:      How many boats worked for Nelson Brothers? 
          
         Gi



         fish packers.  I think there were seventeen fish packers. 

well, they had the 
sh Company, they had 

sh by here in spots.  But Nelson Brothers all over the bay.  

uld 
lp 

 

 

t today."  "Well, if I'm that old, anytime you say the word, 

 

n in 
 

 

e was your fish packer? 

uoys they 
uled on there, a hundred and twenty-two feet.  

and a cook and 
re's six.  

ndians?  Or were they all 
ite?   

          
         Don:      Were they the largest company? 
          
         Gillette: Well, Nelson brothers was big, 
         whole island anyway.  Not like Canadian Fi
         fi
         Any bay you see in the island, their anchorage is there.  They 
         used to ask me what's the best anchorage in the island.  So I'd 
         take two trips around the island with me to find the good 
         shelter, where they could put the camp in.  So I had to do my 
         best for that work, to tell them the truth.  No lie.  So I 
         think it's why the Nelson Brothers like me very much.  I co
         take some long points the best way I can.  Not to say that I he
         them out, but I guess I was thinking about where the Indians
         fishes most and they never lose out anything.  It's always the 
         company, they never lose the camps.  Because they had good 
         shelters bought all over the whole island.  And, oh yes, '42, 
         1942 when they said that to me I was too old to be skipper.  I 
         said, "All right, that's fine Archie."  That's Archie Nelson. 
          
         So, I said, "I'm not glued on this boat.  I'm not nailed on 
         this boat, so I'll just get off."  "Oh, no," he says, "oh no, 
         no
         you'll never get me on here anymore."  So I quit.  He says, 
         "No, no, no, you got lots of time yet."  "Well, you should have
         think of that before you said the word," I said to him.  
         "Instead of taking the longest weapon like that right away.  
         Man gets scared, dog gets scared, horses get scared by the 
         whip.  That's why the horses trots when you get that weapo
         your hands.  Because they see it or the horses see it and they

          trot because they don't like to sit still.  That's just like
         me.  I don't like that word, "old".  I know I'm getting older 
         every day.  So I quit.  I quit them.  Well, I done my duty on 

          seventeen years with them.  I called them my brothers and they
         called me my brothers.  They used to take me to their house in 
         Vancouver.  When I'm in Vancouver for a week, they call me over
         to the house.  You know, they are just like my brothers.  They 
         are a big family, too. 
          
         Don:      In those days you were working for them, how large 
         was your boat?  What siz
          
         Gillette: Oh, the fish packers were ninety-five, the biggest 
         packer.  That's an engine with it, and they had b
         ha
          
         Don:      How many crew? 
          

llette: Oh, there's a second mate and engineer          Gi
         a deck hand.  And then the
          
          
         Don:      How many of your crew were I
         wh
          
         Gillette: All white men. 



          
         Don:      Is that right? 
          

llette: I think Nelson 

 How many Indians...? 

Brothers put it this way.  If I knew 
ship so he can 

arn the shelters, the harbors.  That's what... I think I was 

ver put no Indian aboard my ship, mostly white 
n. 

llette: I think the oldest man I had was a Norwegian; he was a 
t year, forty-five, fifty.  Around 

fty, forty-five years old, I guess he was.  Fifty years old.  

llette: Yeah.  You have a good cook.  That's the main thing.  

t Norwegian Jack.  He 
n 

eensbury.  He used to take me home sometimes.  And more 

like 

 to 

l 

 you.  What did he do? 

         Gi
         the island, they take that white man aboard the 
         le
         a teacher.   
          
         Don:      I see. 
          
         Gillette: They ne
         fellows, Englishme
          
         Don:      Were they young? 
          
         Gi
         cook.  He must have been tha
         fi
         Most of us were, well, I would say come with all, I would say, 
         good brothers, young fellows.  Nearly all the same age.  But 
         most of the time he tried to force me to change engineers, I 
         wouldn't.  I wouldn't trust that other engineer with my life.  
         You put a poor engineer on your boat just like you put old 
         shoes on your foot.  You're going to catch cold.  So that 
         engine will get wrecked someplace.  So it's best to have your 
         engineer and your cook in one piece. 
          
         Don:      So you have a good boat and good food. 
          
         Gi
         If you know your cook, you're all right. 
          
         Don:      So your cook was a good one most of your career? 
          

llette: Yeah.  Yeah, everybody like tha         Gi
         was a comical, you know.  Never get lonesome.  His son was i
         Qu
         brother I had was the Irishman.  The engineer John.  The 
         Irishman, well, it was just like, I would say, just like the 
         Indians.  They think just like them.  You can't tell the 
         difference whether you're home or not.  He makes you feel 
         home.  Oh, they eat fish, smoked fish, dried fish, any style, 
         they knew how to cook it.  One time he told me, "I'm going
         poison you."  I said to him, "All right."  We get along 
         together nicely, the whole family, even his sisters.  He had 
         three sisters and two brothers.  Just this other brother who 

hy.           didn't seem to like me.  His oldest.  And I didn't know w
         The whole family was good.  Just the one.  It was like you fee
         funny when he was behind because you know just how he feels 
         and you have feelings inside of you. 
          
         Don:      How did he try and poison you? 
          
         Gillette: What? 
          

n:      You said he was going to poison         Do
          



         Gillette: He make this, what do you call them, he made the 

 boiling water.  I didn't know it, Indians do it too.  The 
 

.  

 your crew get lonely?  Did you? 

orwegian, they 

 

He 
o in the port, look for a woman.  He gets real goofy.  

cause he's drunk.  Showing off I call it, showing off.  Then 

rwegians and that Irishman I had, pretty good.  

n Clo-oose.  My 
metown was Vancouver, every port every week, I can't go home.  
 costs $250 if I go home on the plane, one way I'm talking 

llette: Ten months a year. 

n:      You didn't see her. 

n:      So you had holidays two months? 

 that's not holiday.  

         bread with dough, there was pieces of bacon in it.  And put it 
         in
         Indians put sometimes fish, sometimes smash up the fish, you
          
         know, and put it in that and boil it.  All dough, just boil it
         Tastes good.  
          
         Don:      You said the Norwegian cook never got lonesome.  Did 
         anybody else in
          
         Gillette: Well, that Norwegians, such a surprising part of it.  
         Along the coast of the whole island he'd say in N
         knew each other.  They called themselves, "My brother," but 
         they are not their brother.  You never see Norwegians getting 
         goofy or anything like that.  To drink, they drink mixed tea, 
         Honeybuck and they drink it.  That Englishman I had was a mate
         of mine, gets goofy. 
          
         Don:      He's the one that used to report on you, is that 
         right?   
          
         Gillette: Yeah, he gets goofy.  Yeah, he wants to go home.  
         wants to g
         Be
         you go in a port with him, for his purpose, he never go out.  
         Scared, he wants you to go with him.  Yeah.  So, I don't 
         understand him. 
          
         Don:      Any of your other crew like that? 
          

llette: No, No         Gi
         Just take you for brothers.   
          
         Don:      Yeah, so you didn't feel isolated? 
          
          
         Gillette: No, no, no, never get, my wife was i
         ho
         It
         about.  And when I come back again, it's another $250, now you 
         say $500 right there.  Waste, you never buy that. 
          
         Don:      So how often did you get to see your wife? 
          
         Gi
          
         Do
          

llette: Ten months a year.          Gi
          
         Do
          
         Gillette: I took two months holidays.  But
         When I go home, I cut wood.  (laughs) 
          
         Don:      (laughs)  Yeah, different kind of holiday. 



          
         Gillette: Played the shits out of you, tired.  And my
         in Clo-oose was on a hill.  Oh, the box up there, boy 

u could pack a small piece at a time.  Well, it wou

 house was 
oh boy, 
ld take a 

inment on the boat?  How did you, did you have time to 

h the 

 
s, just for fun.  Just to kill the time.  If you 

u 
 

llette: Oh yeah, real good.  The engineer had his own radio 
 what I 

nt and they can do the same thing.  Different quarters in the 

ble, really, really home.  Because, 
say... 
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         yo
         long time for that.  You couldn't do it, roll the block up.  
         Cut lots of wood up there in a short time.  And you don't pick 
         the log on the beach.  You got it from the inlet.  Certain 
         sized log and what you can cut up there in two months you're 
         all right.  If you don't do that, well, you'll have to buy 
         wood. 
          
         Don:      When you were fishing, what did you do for 
         enterta
          
         entertain yourselves?  Cards or anything like this wit
         other crews?  
          
         Gillette: Well, on the back the whole crew goes in the galley
         and played card
         got, when you get your chance if it's rough weather.  You 
         anchor it out some days.  You got chance with that card game 
         then to keep alive because the radio, yes, you've got your 
         radio all right but don't satisfy you.  Regardless of what yo
         do.  You hear the news all right and well, let me put it in my
         English.  Don't give a shit what's going on in the world.  
         That's how you feel, you know, and you don't know what to do.  
         Well, might as well take what you've got coming right there. 
          
         Don:      Did you have good quarters on your boat? 
          
         Gi
         to listen in.  I had mine own radio so I can tune in
         wa
         bow with the engineer. 
          
         Don:      Comfortable? 
          

llette: Very comforta         Gi
         well, the Irishman, you 
          
         (END OF SIDE B) 
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