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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Discusses his relatives with the interviewer.          
         Hugh:     This is an interview August 3, between Hugh 
         MacMillan, Ontario Archives, and Mr. Norman McLeod on the Cape 
         Croker Indian Reserve.   
          
          
         Hugh:     Now what was it you were going to say, Mr. McLeod, 
         about La Cloche? 
          
         Norman:   Yeah, when it went out of business, you know.  It 
         must have been 1860, is it? 
          
         Hugh:     Well, it would be about then.  I could look it up.  
          
         Norman:   Well, all the, at least the breeds -- they called 
         themselves Metis, they never said breeds -- but they called 
         Metis. 
          
         Hugh:     Oh yeah, Metis. 
          
         Norman:   Metis, that's the French name, you know, for mixture.  
         That's what they call themselves, you know, they never said 
         breeds or Indians or anything.   Well, my family, they moved to 
         Owen Sound.  There was a halfbreed settlement there, across 
         from Brooke Home.  You know where Brooke Home is?  



          
         Hugh:     Yes. 
          
         Norman:   Across the bay there, they called it Squaw Point.  
         That's where they made the settlement.  And that's where my 
         grandmother, or my aunts come from, you know.  The old chief 
         was Peter Jones, you know.  He liked the looks of her and 
         after, you know, marry her and promised her all kinds of good 
         things.  We'd all be taken into the band and get Treaty money.  
         So that's what happened, he married her.  He was an old man 
          
          
         then, you know.  Maybe he was 50 or 60 and she was only a young 

gh:     Yeah, you might have been.  

gh:     Sure, sure.  

rman:   Because this Indian life, you know, it's still that 

gh:     Yeah, yeah right.  Well, you're...  So then these 
 

rman:   From La Cloche to Owen Sound.  

gh:     And you figure this was about the 1850s, or '60s?  

gh:     And they settled at Squaw Point near Owen Sound?  

rman:   Yeah.   

re many of them, do you think?  

rman:   No, I wouldn't know, I wouldn't know.  They didn't 
 

rman:   Oh sure.  It only takes one or two generations, you 

gh:     Or vice versa.  Or the other way around. 

         girl.  That's how we come to belong here, you know, which I 
         don't like.  If they had let us stay out there, you know, I 
         think I would have been better off.  
          
         Hu
          
         Norman:   You know, more developed I mean.   
          
         Hu
          
         No
         way.  It's easy going, you know, easy going.  That's why we 
         don't go get ahead, you know.  
          
         Hu
         Metis, which were your people, they came down from La Cloche?
          
         No
          
         Hu
          

rman:   Yes, about that.            No
          
         Hu
          
         No
          

gh:     Were the         Hu
          
         No
         all go back to the Indian race, you know.  Some of them stayed
         there and married into the white race.  
          

gh:     Did they?          Hu
          
         No
         know, to make a white man out of an Indian, you know.  
          
         Hu
          
         Norman:   Yeah.  Oh no, it takes less than that for a white 
         man, you know.  White man is much stronger, you know, to 
         transfer his race, you know.  
          



         Hugh:     Right, right.  So Peter Jones then, he married your 

gh:     That's Peter Jones, wanted to marry your aunt.  

rman:   Yeah, I'm 81.  

gh:     And there was your Aunt Mary, and then there was 
 

. 

rman:   No, he was the only boy. 

rman:   Well, I had other...  My grandmother was married 

 grandmother's second marriage.  

gh:     And he was the chief then, eh? 

rman:   Yeah, he was the chief.  

had to take her whole 

 (laughs)  Yeah, he wouldn't admit that though.  He 

rman:   She was the oldest of the children, the girls, she was 

         aunt.  And do you think he influenced the Metis to go in with 
         the Indians?  
          
         Norman:   Oh I don't know, I don't think so.  The only thing, 
         the only reason we got in here was he wanted that girl, that's 
         what he wanted.  
          
         Hu
          
         Norman:   Yeah, and the only way he could get her was take the 
         whole family. 
          
         Hugh:     To take the whole family, right.  And of course there 
         were several in the family. 
          
         Norman:   Oh yes.  There was the girls, there was about three 
         girls anyway, and my father had four children.  
          
         Hugh:     Well, you're 81 now, Mr. McLeod, eh?  
          
         No
          
         Hu
         Margaret that married Peter Jones, and there was Louisa that
         married John Johnson, and then there was your father Joseph 
         McLeod, and then you had another Aunt Suzette married to a Mr
         Wilson.  Now were there any more boys in the family?  
          
         No
          

gh:     He was the only boy.          Hu
          
         No
         twice, I suppose, I had another half-aunt.  Sure, from my 
         grandmother's second marriage.  
          

gh:     Yes, yes, through your         Hu
         But Peter Jones, he was quite a bit older than your aunt.  
          

rman:   Yes, oh yes, he was.           No
          
         Hu
          
         No
          

gh:     So he married her and he          Hu
         family.  
          

rman:           No
         had to buy her.  (laughs)   
          
          
         Hugh:     So, she was about the oldest in the family, your aunt 
         was the oldest in the family then? 
          
         No



         the oldest.  No, oh yes, I think so.  
          
         Hugh:     Well she was born about 1829, because she died in 

rman:   Yes, she was oldest.  1829 you say, eh? 

rman:   Well, about there.  The old Chief Jones, you know, 

rman:   Yeah, I think so.  

gh:     Yeah, that's about right, because I've got that down 

rman:   Yeah, that was her first child. 

rman:   So she was pretty young then.   

gh:     Right, right.  Well now, why do you think that your 
 

rman:   Well, I don't know.  I guess to follow the crowd, I 
 

gh:     Well, when you say Glengarry do you mean Glengarry 

rman:   Glengarry County, yeah, that's what I mean.  Yeah, 

gh:     Well, did they have relatives there?  

rman:   Well, I suppose that's where their father or 
o work 

gh:     Right.  Did your ancestor, say your great- 
 Company?  

rman:   Oh yes. 

rman:   Yeah. 

         1926 at 98 years of age.  
          
         No
          
         Hugh:     Yeah. 
          
         No
         he's dead here, old Charlie Jones, he (inaudible).  He was born 
         1857, 1856.  
          
         Hugh:     That's Charlie Jones?  
          
         No
          
         Hu
         here.  Yeah, he was born in 1856 and he died in 1954. 
          
         No
          
         Hugh:     Her first child, right.  I have a picture of him here.  
          
         No
          
         Hu
         McLeod people moved from La Cloche down here?  Why do you think
         they moved down here? 
          
         No
         guess.  They went all over.  Some went -- that's from the west,
         that wasn't before this time, you know -- some went Newmarket, 
         some went to Glengarry -- back to the people they knew, you 
         know, halfbreeds, you know.  
          
         Hu
         County?  
          
         No
         eastern Ontario. 
          
         Hu
          
         No
         grandfather came from.  See, before they went up there t
         for the Hudson's Bay.  That's why they come down here.  
          
         Hu
         grandfather, do you think he worked for the North West
          
         No
          
         Hugh:     He worked for the North West Company, your great- 
         grandfather?  
          
         No



          
         Hugh:     Did you ever hear his name, his first name?  
          

rman:   Well, it's either Norman or Archibald or Joe,         No  I don't 

gh:     Well, there's your father Joseph and then your 

rman:   But I mean in the history. 

gh:     Well, no.  There isn't any Joseph.  There's a Norman 

rman:   Well, it's either... could be John.  Is there a John 

gh:     Yes, there's a John and there's Norman and there's 

rman:   Did they work for the...? 

 

rman:   Yeah, yeah. 

them didn't.  Some of them didn't work 

eah, well what was left of us went back to the 
 
e. 

gh:     Right. 

rman:   And then they moved down here.  Well, maybe it was 

gh:     Oh yeah, sure.  Oh yeah, they get moved around from 

rman:   Yeah, like I can't tell you what was his name, you 
u 

gh:     Well, you probably have a little French blood in you 

gh:     Her name was Mary Toby(?). 

         remember.  There's no Joe McLeod there, is there? 
          
         Hu
         grandfather Joesph. 
          
         No
          
         Hu
         and...  
          
         No
         McLeod there?  
          
         Hu
         a...  
          
         No
          
         Hugh:     Well, most of the McLeods worked for the North West 
         Company.  Then after they amalgamated in 1821 some of them went
         and worked for the Hudson's Bay Company. 
          
         No
          

gh:     But some of          Hu
         for the... 
          

rman:   Y         No
         Hudson's Bay.  They came down to Fort William.  They stayed
         there a while, and then they moved down here through Sault St
         Marie, you know, for the Hudson's Bay Company. 
          
         Hu
          
          
         No
         the Hudson's Bay Company moving them around, you know.  
          
         Hu
         one post to another.   
          
         No
         know, because I never paid, you know, particular attention, yo
         know, about this family history.  Nobody would take me for a 
         Scotchman anyway.  (laughs)   
          
         Hu
         too. 
          
         Norman:   Oh yes, yeah.  See, my mother's people, you see, 
         they're French, French and Indian, you know.  
          
         Hu



          
         Norman:   Yeah, but their name, their French ancestor was 
         Langevin.  I don't know how to spell that word, you know, but 

gh:     And what was the Indian name?  

gh:     Oh yes.  Do you know your, can you think of your 

rman:   Which one? 

gh:     Your grandmother.  Your grandmother Cod(?), yes. 

gh:     Up at La Cloche. 

rman:   Yeah, that's where he's buried.  There's no sign of 

gh:     Well, it's hard to say. 

was pretty abandoned, you 

gh:     That you were up at La Cloche? 

.  

gh:     What were you doing up there then?  

rman:   Oh, just looking around to see where the old fellow 

t there was nobody there, you know.  You know, the company... 
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         if I...  
          
         Hu
          
         Norman:   (Indian name). 
          
         Hu
         grandmother's name before she was married?  
          
         No
          
         Hu
          
         Norman:   No, no, I don't.  I don't remember.  I never heard 
         it.  
          
         Hugh:     Well now, would you remember her?  Was she dead 
         before you were born, your grandmother? 
          
         Norman:   Oh yeah, she was dead, yes.  That was before I 
         remember, you know.  She died here. 
          
         Hugh:     She died here on the reserve, yeah.  Well your 
         grandfather he'd be, where would he be buried? 
          

rman:   La Cloche.          No
          
         Hu
          
         No
         him there now, I guess. 
          
         Hu
          

rman:   Yeah.  I don't know, it          No
         know, last time I passed there, you know, about 30 years, 40 
         years, 50 years, oh more than that.  It was 1903. 
          
         Hu
          

rman:   We went through there, you know         No
          
         Hu
          
         No
         was buried.  Oh, the buildings were pretty good yet, you know, 
          
          
         bu
         (tape is shut off). 
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