
MINUTES 
FACULTY OF ARTS READING AND WRITING TASK FORCE 

FEBRUARY 24, 2004 
 
Present    Absent 
Phillip Hansen  (chair)   Simone Hengen 
Nils Clausson      
Lynn Wells    
Jo-Ann  Episkenew   
Sandra Blenkinsop 
Allison Fizzard 
John Whyte 
Judy Chapman 
Bernard Thraves 
Stephanie Jeanes 
Andrew Stubbs 

 

1. Approval of Agenda 

2. Approval of Minutes of previous meeting 

3. Scheduled interviews:  
 

Ken Mitchell (9:00 A.M.) 
Ken raised two central concerns: 

1) The apparent declining rate of university literacy 
2) A decline in the practical and cultural value of the book.  
 

Ken suggested that the hasty embrace of information technology has left the book, as 
a scholarly tool, undervalued.  He believes that the student reliance on electronic 
resources, rather than books, is contributing to declining literacy. He reported seeing 
wholesale plagiarism in many research papers.  But, he suggested than many of the 
students do not know they are plagiarizing.  They get information from the Internet, use it 
without proper citation and think that that is how it is done.  Ken suggested that the 
course, English 100, be designed to introduce the student to scholarly thinking and 
project this as a goal of the university. 

 
He also voiced concerns about ESL students who come to English 100 with the 

credentials, but without the skills.  As an English professor, on the first day of class he 
asks students to complete a short introductory writing assignment in order to get a sense 
of the student’s performance in a writing task.  He provided a specific example from a 
course he taught last year.  Many of the short assignments he received were poorly 
written, apparently lacking the skills necessary to write at an academic level.  There were 
approximately 15 ESL students.  Some of the students did not understand Ken’s spoken 
English.  He met individually with the ESL students to ask them about their English 
training.  Several had graduated from Queen City Collegiate, which means they had 
passed English 30B.  He suggested the possibility of an English 100 section especially for 
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ESL students.  This was attempted in the past, but ESL students did not enrol because of 
the extra hour and half per week of lab time.  

 
 Ken also expressed concern that many students coming from high school do not 
want to read.  Some students even reported that they did not read books.  A number of 
them reported completing their research “on-line.”  If a novel is assigned, students elect 
to watch the movie version rather than read the book.  Ken also pointed out that there is a 
difference between English language proficiency and English for academic purposes.  In 
university, one must be able to read and write critically. 
 
 Ken was asked for his thoughts on what to do about writing after the first year.  
He suggested that value and emphasis should be on the development of writing skills.  
Perhaps weekly written reports would be more beneficial than writing final exams. 

 
Susan Johnston (9:30 A.M.) 
Susan expressed three concerns and offered three recommendations. 
 
Concerns: 
  1) English 100 

Susan suggested that there is an inconsistency in the number of assignments given 
in English 100.  She said that about a year ago, the English department voted in favour of 
a motion that meant only two take-home writing assignments need to be assigned in 
English 100.  Susan believes this is not enough in a course whose mandate is academic 
literacy; she gives her English 100 class seven assignments.  
  2)Plagiarism 

Students take information from the Internet and don’t use or cite it properly.  
Susan thinks that we need to address the problem of ethics in scholarship. 
  3) University 100 (U100) and University 100 (U110) 
 Susan agrees with the pedagogy of U100 and U110, but she is opposed to the idea 
of them being offered as credit courses.  She feels that the mandate of the programs is 
unclear as to whether the goal is to improve academic literacy or improve student 
retention.  She said she is also opposed to U100 and U110 being credit courses because 
they are not within an academic faculty.  She also feels that the evaluation structure of the 
courses (Publish/Feedback) may contribute to student’s perception of the classes as ‘a 
joke.’ 
 
Recommendations: 
  1) Consider the designation of certain classes as ‘writing intensive.’  These classes 
would have a minimum number of written assignments. 
  2) In regards to plagiarism, the Teaching Development Centre could offer a course on 
identifying and reporting plagiarism.  Teaching modules could focus on ethics in 
scholarly research. 
  3) Address the problems with English 100. There is a problem with ESL students, who 
do not have a good enough understanding of English.  She suggested that we need some 
sort of lateral support system for ESL students.  She brought up the possibility of 
revitalizing English 90 and English 91 as a non-credit course for students without Grade 
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12 English and for ESL students.  Jo-Ann mentioned that the First Nations University of 
Canada still offers English 90 and 91 because they work for their students. 
 
Susan outlined two basic approaches to composition pedagogy: 
1) Current Traditional—an approach that emphasizes grammar.   
2) Rhetorical—a pedagogy that emphasizes process. 

 
Kathy Heinrich (10:00 A.M.)  

Kathy mentioned an article which indicates that female student tend to have better 
literacy than male students.  Others at the meeting said that this was consistent with their 
experience.  

She feels that it is not beneficial for students to register in English 100 and English 
110 until the final semesters.  Kathy suggested that perhaps students should be required to 
complete these courses early in their program.  In this way, students could use the skills 
they gain from English courses throughout their program.  

Nils suggested the possibility of offering a couple of elective English courses on a 
Pass/Fail basis.  Students are often scared to register in English classes after English 100 
and English 110 because they fear receiving lower grades than in other courses. 

4. Other business 
• Many First Nations students at the different campuses across 

Saskatchewan speak English as a second language, or learned English 
from someone who speaks English as a second language.  Jo-Ann is going 
to invite some people from the First Nations University of Canada to 
speak at the meeting the week after next. 

• Sandra is arranging for people involved in secondary curriculum 
development to attend one of our meetings. 

• Judy mentioned that Janet Giltrow from UBC would contribute to the Task 
Force.  Janet has written extensively on both reading and writing.  Judy 
will contact her to determine if she would consult with the Task Force and 
participate in an open forum with faculty. 

• Next week, Andrew Stubbs and a representative from the Saskatchewan 
Public Service Commission will be attended the meeting.  
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