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EDITORIAL PAGE 

PRAIRIE FORUM is a new venture of the Canadian Plains Research 
Center. We hope that it will be a lively venture, and that besides fulfilling 
the aims of an academic journal in publishing refereed articles it will 
always have room for other things. As its title implies, it will be a forum 
for correspondence, discussion, opinion, and reaction to events and publi- 
cations concerning the Canadian prairies. Thus shorter contributions, 
letters, book reviews, conference reports and general interest items will 
certainly be included. 

The content of this first issue is indicative of the interdisciplinary aim 
of the journal. Our concentration, if that is the best word for it, will be 
on research related to man's activities on the prairies. We believe that 
this research should be reported in such a way that the average reader can 
follow it, and that we should publish material from all parts of the prairies 
and all sources of research, whether these be government, "unattached" 
individuals or anything else. 

We invite comment. We draw your attention to the subscription 
information inside the front cover and Notes for Contributors inside the 
back cover. And we thank everybody who has contributed in any way to1 - -- 
the launching of this new prairie schooner. 

Alee H. Paul 
Chief Editor 
M. Evelyn Jonescu 
Acting Director, 
Canadian Plains Research Center 

PRAIRIE FORUM will be welcomed by teacher, scholar, researcher 
and student. It  will carry a variety of researched articles on aspects of 
human society in this region. It will inform. It will provide a vehicle for 
communication. It will entertain for it is but human to be interested in 
ourselves. The contributions in this the first issue will sustain the editors' 
purpose that PRAIRIE FORUM provide an outlet for a wide variety 
of academic disciplines, the whole embracing a common theme. 

The prairies constitute an important region in the Canadian confedera- 
tion. It  was the successful settlement and development of the prairies 
that gave bone and muscle, buoyant hope and economic viability to the 
Canadian nation. Only recently have scholars turned to a systematic study 
of man's activities in the region. The field is broad and there is a need for 
a vehicle to carry news and views of research undertaken and scholarship 
recognized. PRAIRIE FORUM will fill a long felt need. 

John H. Archer 
Formerly President, University of Regina 



AGRlCULTURE AND RIVER LOT 
SETTLEMENT IN WESTERN 

CANADA: THE CASE OF PAKAN 
(VICTORIA),l ALBERTA 

R.  G. IRONSIDE and E. TOMASKY 
Department of Geography, University of Alberta 

ABSTRACT. A number of agricultural settlements utilizing the river-lot systern of land 
division existed in the Canadian North West prior to the carrying out of the Dominion Lands 
Surveys. Many of these remain today as anomalies within the Township and Range system. 
This study examines the development and present situation of agriculture on the river lots at 
Pakan (Victoria), Alberta. Farming began as garden culture around the mission, fort and 
Metis cabins to provide winter food supplies as the buffalo disappeared. The settlement 
survey, carried out in 1884 and extended in 1896, encountered no significant difficulties in 
incorporating within the surveyed lots the small areas of improved land. Since the introduc- 
tion of commercial farming, however, certain problems have become apparent in the working 
of the river lots. These were identified in interviews with active and retired farmers. It is clear 
that, although agriculture existed at Victoria prior to the settlement survey, the river lots have 
played a continuing role in the shaping of agricultural development. This role remains 
considerable at the present time. 

, 
RESUME 

Plusieurs colonies agricoles utilisant le systbme des "lots de rivikre" pour la division des 
terres existaient dans le Nord-Ouest canadien bien avant la crCation des relevCs cadastraux 
des Dominions. Beaucoup de ces colonies existent encore mais sont considCrCes comme des 
anomalies dans le systtme des Township rind Runge. Dans cette Ctude, on examine le 
dCveloppement et la situation actuelle de I'agriculture dans leu "lots de rivitre" de Pakan 
(Victoria), Alberta. La terre fut d'abord dCfrichCe pour la culture maralchtre autour de la 
m~ssion, du fort et des cabanes des Mttis qui procurait des rCserves de nourriture pour I'hiver, 
le bison Ctant en voie de  disparition. On ne rencontre pas de difficultCs majeures pendant le 
relev6 cadastral effectuC en 1884 et poursuivi jusqu'en 1896, ii incorporer dans les lots 
arpentCs les petites parcelles de terre dCfrichCe. Cependant, depuis l'introduction de la 
culture commerciale, certains problbmes sont devenus apparents dans I'exploitation des "lots 
de rivibe". On a pu les identifier grgce a des entrevues avec des fermiers en activitC ou B la 
retraite. Bien que I'agriculture ait exist6 B Victoria avant le relevC des terres, il est clair que les 
"lots de rivikre" ont jouC un rBle prolong6 dans la manikre dont s'est diiveloppte I'agriculture. 
Ce  rBle reste encore considerable de nos jours. 

The purpose of this study is to trace the development of agriculture in 
the settlement survey of Pakan, Alberta, from the time when white settle- 
ment was first recorded. The study is divided into three parts: a discussion 
of the early settlement and agriculture; the settlement survey; agriculture 

'The writers wish to thank Dr. L. H .  Thomas of the Department of History, and Dr. W. C. 
Wonders of the Department of Geography, University of Alberta, Dr. V. B. Proudfoot of the 
Department of Geography, University of St. Andrews, Scotland, Dr. D. W. Moodie of the 
Department of Geography, University of Manitoba, and Dr. J .  D.  Wood of the Department 
of Geography, Atkinson College, York University, for their valuable criticism and sugges- 
tions. Any views expressed or errors are, however, solely the responsibility of the authors. 
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since the settlement survey. The answers to several questions are sought. 
How did agriculture begin? Did the initial agricultural pattern influence the 
dimensions of the settlement survey? T o  what extent have the location, 
size and shape of the river lots affected the expansion of agriculture and the 
application of farming techniques? Has the individual farmer ever per- 
ceived the special advantages or problems which are characteristic of the 
lot\? What processes are operating in agriculture which are related to this 
particular type of land division? These are questions relating to the river 
lots of Western Canada which have received little or no attention in the 
existing literature, yet are of great interest in the context of the controver- 
sies at the time of the Dominion Lands Surveys relative to the legal position 
of existing agricultural settlements in the North West, with their varied 
forms of land distribution. 

Detailed information on the expansion of farming at Pakan since 1896 
and farmer\' attitudes towards the long lots was obtained both from hi4tor- 
lcal documentation and by interviewing the farmers on the river lots or the 
retired farmers still living in the district. About half of the interviews were 
conducted in Ukrainian, because the facility of the subjects in this language 
wa\ greater than in English and a better rapport was thus created. 

The river lot did not remain afeature of Canadapeculiar to Quebec but 
- - -- - -- - -- - - 

was taken to the Maritimes and Ontario by French settlers and to the --- 

prairies by Metis of French, Scots and English descent, as well as through 
organised settlement schemes such as Lord Selkirk's Red River Settle- 
ment in Manitoba. Kaye (1967) has dealt in detail with the long-lot \ystem 
and the establishment of the first agricultural settlement on the prairies at - - - - - - - 

Red River. The settlement survey, as it was called in Western Canada, 
since the seigneurial regime and series of "rangs" were not repeated, was 
also studied by Warkentin (1961) in a comparative analysis with the 
township-and-range survey in Manitoba. In Alberta, Moodie (1964 and 
1965) has analyzed carefully the evolution of St. Albert, a major settlement 
survey and original mission (now a dormitory town ten miles north of 
Edmonton), and outlined the development of settlement survey\ in the 
province. 

The selection of Pakan for this enquiry is based on two criteria. First, 
it is representative of settlement surveys in the North West, in both origin 
and subsequent commercial and agricultural development; second, it has 
continued to exist as a small agricultural community. Some of the smaller 
settlement surveys have been incorporated into the township system while 
others have vanished under the largely grid-iron plan of prairie cities such 
as Edmonton. 

Victoria was one of the settlements consisting of lots along a river 
bank or lake shore which had been established in Alberta before the 
township survey arrived. The township survey conformed to these earlier 
frontier settlement patterns in most cases. As Moodie (1965, p. 153) points 
out, the exact layout of the official settlement survey was the responsibility 
of the surveyor concerned, whose authority was given by Section 55 of the 
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Figure 1 
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Dominion Lands Survey Act. Once the Government had established the 
validity of land claims, the surveyor carried out a survey of the original 
pattern of settlement and improved land.z 

Most ofthe settlement surveys in the North West werealong the major 
river systems, especially the Red River, Assiniboine, and North Saskatch- 
ewan, which were major transportation routes. In Alberta before 1890, the 
largest "long-lot" settlements were along the North Saskatchewan River. 
They included Edmonton, Fort Saskatchewan and Victoria. The remain- 
der consisted of Lac La  Biche, Lac Ste. Anne, Morleyville and St. Albert. 
Five small Metis settlements, Beaverhills Lake, Labourcan and Selvais 
settlements on the upper Battle River, Buffalo Lake and Tail Creek, were 
either too small to be allowed a settlement survey, or were seasonal 
settlements for buffalo hunters (Moodie 1964). They were included in the 
township survey. After 1890 a large number of settlement surveys were 
completed north of Edmonton, particularly on the Athabasca and Peace 
Rivers, while extensions to previous surveys were also carried out (Figure 
I). There are thirty locations in Alberta where settlement surveys have 
been made (this does not include extensions and amendments to settlement 
surveys). Most were completed in the period 1890 to 1915.' 

AGRICULTURE BEFORE T H E  SETTLEMENT SURVEY A T  
VICTORIA (1862-1884) 

Victoria was established originally by the Reverend George Mac- 
Dougall as a location for a mission church, school house and home in 1862. 
The settlement lies on the north bank of the North Saskatchewan River 
about 70 miles downstream from Edmonton (Figure 1). MacDougall had 
been posted west in 1861 as Chairman of the "Hudson Bay Missions" for 
the Wesleyans. In 1863 the mission buildings were erected at Victoria, the 
first winter having been spent in skin  tepee^.^ The following year the 
Hudson's Bay Company established a fort and trading post at V i ~ t o r i a . ~  

The location was not chosen from the viewpoint of the development of 
agriculture. MacDougall was attracted to the area because of the large 
numbers of Wood and Plains Crees and the ample shelter and game. The 
mission was within :he aspen parkland belt, yet sufficiently close to the 
coniferous forest to obtain furs and game, while buffalo could be hunted on 
the parkland and prairie to the south. Moreover, as the settlement was on 
the north bank of the river, it was better protected from the Blackfoot who 
raided the Crees periodically across the contested area between the Red 
Deer and North Saskatchewan Rivers. Without doubt, however, the 
transportation advantages of the river and the cultivation potential of the 
river terrace at Victoria were perceived also by MacDougall. 

The only detailed description found of the early settlement is in the 
account by Grant (1925, pp. 186-187) of Sandford Fleming's expedition 
through Canada in 1872, ten years after the MacDougalls came to Victoria. 
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The Church (which is also used as a school-room), the Mission House, 
and Fort are all at the west end of the settlement. The log houses of the 
half breeds (English and Scotch), intermingled with the tents of the 
Crees, extended in a line from this west end along the bank of the river, 
each man having a frontage on the river, and his grain planted in a little 
hollow that runs behind the house, beneath the main rise of the ridge. 
Most of their hay they cut in the valley, on the other side of the ridge 
where we had camped. The farming is on a very limited scale, as the 
men prefer hunting buffalo, fishing or freighting for the Company to 
steady agricultural labour, and neither farming nor gardening can 
succeed well, when the seeds are merely thrown into the ground in 
spring, and the ground is not looked at again till autumn, when every- 
thing is expected to be ripe and ready for in-gathering. The settlement 
is seven years old, and consists now of between twenty and thirty 
families of half breeds and from ten to a hundred tents of Crees, 
according to the time of year, each tent housing on an average, seven or 
eight souls. I t  owes its origin to Mr. McDougall who selected the place 
as a mission field because the Crees resorted to it; and as a suitable 
locality for a half breed settlement, on account of its advantages of soil, 
river, lakes, abounding in fish and wild fowl and nearness to the plains 
where the buffalo are always found. 
The settlement was sited at the east end of a terrace about 50 feet 

above the river and some 200 yards wide (Figure 2). The terrace extends to 
the west, providing level land for buildings and cultivation. But the site had 
several disadvantages. The river was too difficult to ford at this point 
because of its depth and current. In places thick aspen poplar covered the 
river banks, the terrace and the ridge which rises some 200 feet behind the 
settlemenL6 Immediately north of the ridge is a former river channel of the 
North Saskatchewan which now contains a series of sloughs and wet 
depressions. Although the latter extend across the full breadth of all the 
lots in the settlement survey, the ridge does not reach the western bound- 
ary. Where it disappears the land rises gradually with a terraced hummocky 
surface. 

The whole area is covered by glacial till deposits and outwash silt and 
gravel. Alluvial-based aeolian sands are also present, especially in the 
eastern lots and immediately beyond the settlement. The soils are loams 
ranging from black loams on the lacustrine and outwash materials, to 
heavier meadow loams in the wet areas of the former river channel and 
sandy loams on aeolian material.' 

The initial agriculture at Victoria, as at all the mission trading posts in 
the North West, consisted of gardens around the mission, Metis cabins 
and fort (Morton 1939, p. 683; Nix 1960, pp. 109-1 1 1). By 1865, garden 
vegetables were being stored in a roothouse built in the river bank. Few 
provisions such as flour were "imported" for the mission by the Hudson's 
Bay Company. In 1864, the Company finally announced to missions 
throughout the area that it could not continue to bring them supplies, as the 
cost of transporting trading goods and their own supplies prohibited other 
goods from being carried. The MacDougalls began therefore to grow 
barley at Victoria, milling it by hand with the help of Indian women (Kells 
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Figure 2 
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1933, p. 18). By 1864 cows and chickens had been added to the mission 
"farm." As a result of the Company's decision, the MacDougalls had to 
bring their own supplies from Fort Carry on the Red River, a round trip 
lasting from April I to mid-August. On the first trip John MacDougall 
brought back by oxen cart enough provisions for eighteen months, in 
addition to the first dairy stock in  Alberta northeast of Fort Edmonton, 
consisting offour cows and a bull, as well as a three-year-old colt, driven all 
the way from the Red River Valley (MacDougall J. 1908; Nix 1960, p. 33). 

The land cleared of bush for these early gardens and field crops was 
small in area. Figure 2 indicates that even at the time of the survey 
extending the settlement in 1896, the field areas for each farm were no more 
than 15 acres. Other evidence of the size of agricultural areas is given by the 
Reverend Dr. Taylor, General Secretary of the Wesleyan Missionary 
Society, who visited Victoria in 1872-73 (Nix 1954, pp. 223-224, and 1960, 
p. 82). He  observed that the mission lot consisted of about ten enclosed 
acres. But it is unlikely to have all been cultivated; only four years pt-evi- 
ously the Reverend Campbell had reported one acre of wheat at Victoria 
(Campbell 1868): 

At Victoria the crops are excellent. Brother McDougall had one acre 
of wheat much better than any I have seen in Canada. Now that these 
western adventurers will have plenty of seed, we may expect more of 
the staff of life. 
This observation does not mean, however, that this was the sole 

cultivated acreage at that time, as root crops, vegetables and possibly some 
oats or barley were also grown successfully. Indeed, although the crop 
areas were small and the location for agriculture was apparently considered 
poor by contemporary travellers, the early crops of wheat had failed only 
from drought and not frost, and then only once in seven successive years. 
Frost hazard today is still small because of the protection afforded by river 
fogs and a southern a ~ p e c t . ~  The primitive agriculture (with a plough from 
1864) gave good returns and leavened a diet heavily dependent on pemmi- 
can and game. Some delicacies came from wild berries gathered and 
preserved, but vegetables and dairy produce provided the main variety. 

Cultivation of the soil was also considered virtuous. MacDougall's 
son, John, in the biography of his father, recalls that "Father and those 
who remained at home with him, are endeavoring to teach agriculture as 
one of the lessons of Chri~t iani ty."~ There is no doubt that the conversion 
of the Indian and Metis freemen to Christianity would have been facilitated 
by changing their way of life to a sedentary one. The Reverend Campbell 
writes from Victoria (Campbell 1874): 

This falling off in numbers is owing to the nomadic habits of many of 
our congregation. Such habits cannot have a good effect upon the 
moral or religious progress of a people; and until the hunt, with its 
accompanying dissipating influences, is abandoned for the more en- 
nobling pursuits of the agriculturist, the advancement of all these 
missions must of necessity be slow and very fluctuating. 

Yet it was not the influence of the missionaries which eventually caused the 
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Metis to cultivate more crops. It was the disappearance of the buffalo, a 
factor which made the winter food supply precarious. Although Mac- 
Dougall(l870) wrote enthusiastically of the spring hunt of 1869 on January 
9, 1870: 

Our spring hunt was a success; in a camp of one thousand people, five 
thousand buffalo were slaughtered, and one hundred and twenty 
thousand pounds of dried meat secured.1° All felt that if our crops 
should be as abundant as in years past, there would be no starvation for 
some time to come but there was room for anxiety. 

in April 1873 he stated that "last fall the Buffalo left our plains . . . . Two 
years ago the Buffalo were abundant." (MacDougall 1873). By 1880 few 
buffalo were even seen in the area between the North Saskatchewan and 
Red Deer Rivers (Roe 1951, p. 1; Moodie 1965, p. 144). 

The threat of crop failure was ever present. The winter of 1868 with 
little snow resulted in poor moisture supplies which contributed to the 
drought causing the failure of the 1869 crops. And in the fall of 1870 a 
smallpox epidemic led to deaths in the settlement as well as dispersal of the 
people to avoid the disease (MacDougall J.  1888, pp. 155-178). Few people 
were thus available to gather in the crop or to participate in the fall buffalo 
hunt. 

From 1870, however, when the Hudson's Bay Company territory was 
ceded to the Canadian Government, the precarious food-supply situation 
of the missions in the North West was improved. Kells (1933, pp. 19-20) 
writes: 

. . . it was easier to get supplies from the 'outside' such as sugar, bacon 
and canned goods. The country was opening up and more people were 
coming in. As a result, more freighting was done. 
Although the cultivated areas at Victoria gradually increased in size, 

the settlement was now overdependent on crops which at times could fail. 
In 1888 the Edmonton Bulletin reported that Victoria had petitioned the 
government to send seed grain and potatoes, indicating the still unreliable 
nature of the food supply." Self-sufficiency was not achieved until the 
number of livestock increased. 

T H E  SETTLEMENT SURVEY 
When Victoria settlement was first surveyed in 1884, there was little 

difficulty in conforming with the small areas of improved land already 
existing. There was little serious cultivation on river lots before their 
survey because of the nature of the Metis freemen's life and also 

. . . on account of the greater part being in dispute, and it can neither 
be bought, sold, traded, or dealt in, in any possible way, the present 
holders being afraid to let their rights to even a small part all for fear the 
person acquiring the right to that part might jump the whole claim.'' 

This was a specific reference to the situation at Edmonton, but it was an 
apprehension equally applicable to other locations including Victoria. The 
township survey would have caused the complete rearrangement of river- 
lot settlements. T o  prevent this occurring and to obtain clear title to the 



land, these early settlers, many of them Metis, made strong appeals to the 
federal government to allow their river-lot claims to be surveyed. The 
survey gave legal recognition of the boundaries of the river lot. Land could 
then be developed secure1 y as title had been obtained. 

The first survey at Victoria was of the Hudson's Bay Company 
Reserve in 1873. The initial settlement survey of Victoria itself was made 
by Kains in 1884 and was extended by Woods in 1896.13 The planned 
dimensions of the long lots are given in the letter of instructions from 
Deville, the Chief Inspector of Surveys, to Kains on August 25, 1884: 

The lots should be about two miles deep and you will adopt as your 
line, section or quarter section lines. The side lines shall run due north 
and south and road allowances one chain wide shall be left on all 
meridian section lines and on the new line, but the latter shall not in any 
case be taken out of the area of the adjoining quarter sections. The 
survey is to embrace all the lands taken up before the transfer of the 
North West to the Dominion and also such other lands as in your 
estimation you may think fit to include without giving too much exten- 
sion to the survey. Posts are to be planted on the rear line and at the 
inter-section of the side lines by the river bank which you will establish 
as a main highway changing its location where you find it advisable to 
do so. The river front is to be traversed so as to enable you to compute 
the areas of lots. This plan is to be made on a scale of 20 chains to one - - ~ 

- -- 
-p - - - -- 

inch and to be accompanied by field notes sworn to as u ~ u a l . ' ~  
Although these instructions to the surveyor appear to be specific, in 

reality they gave considerable latitude to his work in the field. In the initial 
survey of Victoria settlement. the land east of the Hudson's Bay Company 

- -- -pppp Reserve was laid out in lots. The largest lots of the settlement occur in this 
area, numbers 1 and 2 being approximately 1.75 miles long (Figure 2). Their 
width varies from approximately 8 chains to 31 chains according to the 
initial land worked and claimed by the Metis. The lots are at right angles to 
the river, with parallel boundaries extending to a common frontage along 
the river. Unfortunately, because the river bends northwards to the east of 
the Hudson's Bay Reserve, the surveyor had to use the eastern boundary 
of the Reserve as the rear boundary of the lots. They are consequently laid 
out at an angle to the Reserve, those nearest to it being both smaller and 
shorter in length than those farther away. 

The extension to the survey comprising lots 10 to 20, west of the 
Hudson's Bay Company Reserve (Figure 2), was carried out by Woods in 
1896. As the original settlement was more regularly spaced and the lots 
shared a straight stretch of river frontage, the lots are more uniform in 
length and width than those first surveyed. Lots 13 to 19 are half a mile 
longer than the others which are 1.5 miles long. In width these lots vary 
from about 9.5 chains to 29 chains. The area varies from the 87 acres in lot 
10 to 414 acres in lot 2. Eleven of the twenty lots are larger than 160 acres, 
the area allotted to homesteaders under the township system. 

With respect to lot size, Moodie (1964, p. 4) points out that in the Red 
River and other North West settlement surveys, river lots were usually 
larger than a quarter section. The lots in the Red River settlement in 1813, 
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when the first formal land survey in the prairies was carried out by Peter 
Fidler of the Hudson's Bay Company, were 10 chains wide and 90 chains 
long. These dimensions gave an area of 90 acres with a 10-acre wood lot on 
the opposite bank of the river (Warkentin 1961, p. 64). But by 1870 most 
lots at Red River were some 12 chains wide and two miles long, giving an 
area of 192 acres. Harris (1966, p. 117) writes of the Quebec lot: 

The many thousands of rotures conceded in Canada were remarkably 
uniform in size. Although there were areal extremes ranging from a 
fraction of a square arpent in one village to several square leagues, at 
least 95 per cent of all rotures were between forty and two hundred 
\quare arpents in size and probably 80 per cent of these contained a 
hundred and twenty arpents or less.lS 

Deffontaines indicates that in the original Quebec system the lots were 200 
to 256 metres wide with indeterminate length, until the establishment ofthe 
second "rangs" and roads, which forced some uniformity in lot length. By 
the nineteenth century the lots averaged one mile long and about 100 acres 
in area (Deffontaines 1953). The Red River and Victoria lots were thus 
larger than most of those in the Quebec system. 

Length to width ratios at Victoria range from 3 to 1 to 18 to 1. 
However, thirteen of the twenty lots are 8 to 1 or less. Higher ratios were 
found in Quebec where Harris records that in the decade 1637-47 the ratio 
was approximately 10 to I in most cases for new "rotures" (lots), although 
ratios of nearly 100 to 1 were known (Harris 1966, p. 119). Ratios of 13 to 1 
were common at Red River. The Victoria lots are therefore of less extreme 
dimensions than those elsewhere, although considerable variation by lot 
exists within the settlement survey. 

The final survey at Victoria was of the southern half of the Hudson's 
Bay Reserve. When the Company's rights to this land expired it reverted to 
the Crown for subdivision into quarters and river lots for homesteaders. 
The number of lots thus increased, with river lots 13 to 18 being surveyed 
on the southern part of the former reserve, their numbers duplicating 
confusingly the lots in the 1897 extension to the sett1ement.l6The lots are of 
uniform size, being 1.5 miles long and approximately a quarter of a mile in 
width. 

FARMERS' ATTITUDES TOWARDS T H E  RIVER LOT 
The Metis gradually left Victoria as the area was homesteaded by East 

Europeans and Ukrainians, particularly between 1905 and 1912. Their 
interest in agriculture could not be sustained, despite Stanley's comment 
that Metis of Scots and English descent, as at Victoria, took more readily 
to agriculture than Metis of French descent (reported by Moodie 1965, p. 
25).17 Most of the river lots were cleared of bush after 1915, with the horse 
and a 12 or  16-inch walking plough replacing the axe and oxen. Although 
commercial farming developed in the 1920's it was not until the thirties that 
mechanised agriculture became widespread. Today there is a mixed-farm 
economy based on livestock and grain sales. There are no significant 



AGRICULTIJKI- A N D  RIVER L O r  SE1 I I EMENT 

differences between the products ofthe river-lot farms and the section-land 
farms to the north. There are, however, differences in the technique of 
cultivation and in farmers' attitudes towards the shape and size of their 
farm units. Eight of the fourteen farmers interviewed, of whom ten com- 
prised the active and retired river-lot farmers, mentioned specifically 
that they found the river lot awkward to farm.'" 

Until 1920 there was little recognition on the part of settlers that 
agriculture on the river lots might prove easier or more difficult than on the 
homesteader's quarter. Not much land had been cleared, and the actual 
physical task of clearance took a substantial part of a farmer's time com- 
pared with cultivation. Farming was restricted within the lots to the small 
fields around the farmstead by the road and river. It was easy to work them 
with horses and light implements. According to one informant, time was 
not too important in the early days of farming even though it took half an 
hour to reach the rear of the lot from the front. But another interviewee said 
it was time-consuming to walk the horses "back and forth" especially for 
feeding and watering from the river, while during seeding and harvesting 
horse teams were often changed at noon to finish the work as quickly as 
possible. The sloughs on some lots also dried up occasionally and water 
was then not available near the rear of the lot. With an 8 a.m. work start, it 
took half an hour to walk to a field near the rear of the lot. If lunch was taken 
at the farmstead, especially if horses had to be changed and watered, then 
two hours of potential work-time was lost in walking to and from the field, 
not to mention the one and a half hours taken for lunch. 

Another very interesting observation was made by an interviewee 
who said that a major disadvantage of the long lot, compared with the 
homestead quarter section on the prairie and even in the parkland, was that 
a farmer could not observe from the fields what was happening at the 
farmyard. Because of the length of the lot, the intervening poplars on its 
uncleared sections and particularly because of the undulating nature of the 
land at Victoria, it was impossible to see whether or not there was anything 
wrong at the farmstead. This was especially important in the early days of 
pioneering when a fire a t  an isolated farm could literally be a matter of life 
or death from lack of shelter. Accidents could, and still do, happen quite 
easily on farms, especially with children, animals and machinery. Fortu- 
nately, with the close proximity of other houses on the river lots, help could 
be obtained readily from neighbours, who could observe any disaster more 
quickly than the farmer on his fields. Another point made by the same 
informant was: 

If I broke anything in the field, I would have to walk back one and a half 
miles. I could not drive the horses there and back because they were 
tired from the field work-this was hard work. The lots were too long. 
Even when I bought the tractor I did not come off the field until twelve 
midnight sometimes because of the long distance home. 
With respect to cultivation of the long lots today with machinery, most 

of the farmers stated that it was awkward, especially where steep slopes 
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occurred on the lots. It seems clear that, although erosional risks are 
recognized, the land is worked "up and down slope" for seeding and 
harvesting, rather than across the lot, although harrowing is done across 
the slope. Lots are too narrow to be worked easily "crossways" with 
modern machinery because too many turns are necessary. On lots I to 9 
there were also complaints that because of the angle of the rear of the lots 
with the old Hudson's Bay Reserve boundary, it is difficult not "to run into 
these points" of the triangular ends to the lots. Most farmers are trying to 
improve their methods of cultivation by removing fence lines where they 
have fields in adjacent lots. It is onerous work, for rock picking has been 
proceeding since the 1920's and most rocks have been thrown on to the 
field divisions which have thus become "solid rock lines" reinforced by 
bush. Only one case (River Lot 2) could be found where a lot had been 
divided in half lengthwise and sold to two people. 

Today a major problem is acquisition of land nearby for farm expan- 
sion. Until recently the lack of a bridge and the inconvenience of a ferry 
deterred operators from acquiring land south of the river, while a new 
Hutterite colony has blocked expansion to the north. Some amalgamation 
of lots has occurred, an average of 4.5 land transfers per lot (with a 
maximum of 8) taking place since 1903.19 Ownership of land is the prevail- 
ing form of tenure, with several farms on the river lots between 480 and 639 
acres and between 320 and 479 acres. Only five of the farms on the lots are 
smaller than 160 acres. There is still too much investment in large-scale 
machinery which is not required on the river lots, and insufficient en- 
thusiasm among the farmers for any formal "co-operative" production . 
arrangement. During the past ten years the trees have been gradually 
cleared from the steeper slopes which lie between the sloughs and the river. 
The continued clearance is increasing the danger of further erosion unless 
such fields are put in pasture. Today some lots are being cultivated from 
fence line to fence line with only minor interruptions. Yet fields are still 
smaller than on the section land to the north. Some adjacent fields, how- 
ever, with few fence lines or intervening obstructions are cultivated as 
single units today. 

CONCLUSIONS 
Agriculture began at Victoria as garden culture around the mission, 

fort and Metis cabins to provide winter food supplies as the buffalo disap- 
peared. Few provisions were "imported" by the Hudson's Bay Company 
for the mission populations in the North West from 1864 to 1870. Self- 
sufficiency was therefore essential if the closure of the mission was to be 
avoided. The gradual change of the Metis freemen to a more sedentary way 
of life was more a result of the enforced cultivation of gardens and field 
crops in the face of a declining supply of buffalo than of the successful 
proselytizing by the missionaries and their encouragement of the 
"freemen" to settle down and farm as Christians. 



AGKICULTURE A N D  RIVER LOT SE7TI.FMENT 15 

The greatest influence on the dimensions of the settlement survey was 
the establishment of the Hudson's Bay Reserve west of the mission which 
forced further settlement to occur on the terrace west of the Reserve. The 
settlement survey was divided therefore by the Reserve into east and west 
sections. No record could be found, however, of this feature having any 
effect on the community's cohesiveness even though it eventually was 
stretched out over a distance of six miles. The small field and garden areas 
around the mission, fort and Metis cabins did not cause any substantial 
difficulties in the actual survey of the river lots. The improvements were 
incorporated easily within each lot although considerable variation occurs 
in lot width and length. 

As commercial farming developed after 1920 and more bush from the 
rear of the lots was cleared, it became apparent that the long river lot held 
serious disadvantages for livestock production and the use of horses for 
field work. The main disadvantage related mainly to the lots' length and the 
time taken to return to the farmstead by the river. Since the advent of 
tractors and powered field machinery in 1947, the narrowness of the river 
lot has prevented easy cultivation along the contour of the land across the 
lot. More field work has been undertaken therefore along the length of the 
lot. This has contributed to serious soil erosion problems on some lots. TO 
increase the width of their land as well as to increase the scale of their 
operations, farmers have endeavoured to amalgamate their lots with adja- 
cent ones where purchase has been possible. Fence lines are being eradi- 
cated in places to facilitate the working of larger fields. 

From the interviews with the active and retired farmers of the settle- 
ment survey, it was ascertained that farmers did perceive the advantages 
and disadvantages for farming peculiar to the river lot. The disadvantages 
have not prevented them from acquiring more river-lot land where possi- 
ble. It has prevented them from farming as efficiently as they would like to 
do with respect to the operation of field machinery and the grazing of 
livestock. 

Small-scale agriculture existed at Victoria before the settlement sur- 
vey. The river lots have nevertheless played a continuing role in the 
shaping of agricultural development. Although the river lot has disap- 
peared from the plans of most of the larger urban settlements of Western 
Canada, it still remains as an anomaly of land division within the township 
and section survey of rural Alberta. 
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FOOTNOTES 
'The settlerncnt wa.; called Victoria originally, after Queen Victoria. From thc time the 
Hudson's Bay Corripany built a fort there in 1864, it was commonly called Fort Victoria. 
The present name for the settlement is Pakan, after James Seenum or "Pakan," once the 
only head chief in the Saddle Lake Indian Agency. H e  was Chief of the White Fish Band 
and was loyal to the government during the Riel Rebellion of 1885. 
Canada, Department of the Interior, Mut lunl  of 1n.r.tructions f b r  the Surv i~y  o f  Dominion 
Lands, Gover-nment Printing Bureau, Ottawa, 1910, p. 133. (The fir-st manual was i ~ s u e d  
May 1, 1871). See also Sas.sionu1 Paper 7-8, Vol. XIX, No.  6, 1886, Department of the 
Interior-, 1.etter to the Hon. Thomas White, Minister of the Interior, from A. M. Burgess, 
Deputy Minister of the Interior: "As a matter of fact in no case where settlers have been 
found on a river front in advance of a survey and desired that their holdings should be laid 
out with riverfrontages, has the privilege been refused. Details ofthis sort must necessarily 
be lelf largely to the discretion of the surveyors who are entrusted with the work of 
sub-division, and as the average cost of river surveys is about nine times a s  great a s  that of 
the rectangular survey, and the profits of the sub-divider are large in proportion, it is 
needless to say that therc has been no desire on the part of the sur-veying profession to refuse 
to accede to the wishes of the settlers in this respect." The statement with respect to the 
refusals of settlement surveys may have been true up to the date ofthe letter, but there were 
cases in Albcrta where small Metis river and lake-front settlements were refused surveys. ' Department of Lands and Forests, Government of Alberta. 

" See Kells (1933, p. 8) and Nix (1954, p. 140 and 1960, p. 31). 
Personal communication, K. A. Reynolds, Secretary to the Hudson's Bay Company, 
Reavcr House, I.ondon, February 17, 1969. The Hudson's Bay Company archival records 
arc not available for inspection after 1870. No Company records have survived for the Fort 
Victoria post for the period before 1870. There was also no information available from the 
Company library at Winnipeg, apart from a record of land sales on the Hudson's Bay 
Company Reserve land dating from 1903. 

" Evidence from the surveyor's field note books; interviews with second generation descen- 
dents who arrived at Pakan at the turn of the century with their parcnts. See also Bird (1961, 
p. I) and Moss (1955). Both these references indicate the strong affinity of the poplar for 
river and stream valleys. Moss comments that the aspen in particular "occurs over a wide 
range of edaphic conditions, including dry knolls, moist river flats, and such soils a s  loam, 
clay and sandy. T h e  balsam poplar is more restricted in its occurrence, reaching its best 
development in the more moist situations such a s  river flats." Grant (1925) indicates that 
scrub pine occurred on the sandy ridge east of Victoria (p. 184) and also remarked on the 
"thick woods of aspen, poplars, birch and tamarack, spruce and pine" which they passed 
through for some 30 miles west of Victoria (p. 192). It is interesting to note, however, the 
observations of the surveyor Woods who surveyed Victoria in 1884. H e  writes, "Consider- 
able improvements have been made here in the way of buildings and fencing, but not much 
cultivation has been done. The settlers live by fishing, hunting, and washing gold on the 
gravel bars of the river. The country is open for about half a mile back from the river and 
rises rapidly; further on  it consists of ridges and hollows; the ridges are prairie and hollows 
are hay land bordered with poplar and willows" (in his report of December 1, 1896 to E. 
Deville, Surveyor General, Department of the Interior Sessional Papers No.  IS? Vol. 
XXXI,  No.  10, 1897, pp. 24-26). It seems clear that the terrace and ridge slopes at  Vlctoria 
were relatively bare of poplar in 1896 according to Woods' report. This conflicts with the 
memories of the remaining pioneers or  their children. According to other sources there was 
also more farming at Victoria than Woods indicates. ' Department of Soil Science, University of Alberta, Canada Land Inventory Manuscript 
Maps of Soils and Land Capability, prepared 1969. " In the fall in northern and central Albertaconvective currents of warm air from the river mix 
with the cold air flowing down the valley sides to produce a river fog. The  warm air is moist 
and the condensation point is soon reached. The  condensation releases heat which raises 
the air temperature. In this way the river-terrace crops are protected against early fall frost 
and the growing season is thus lengthened compared with that at  higher elevations. The 
south-facing aspect of the settlement also allows thawing to  proceed e.arlier in spring and a 
greater amount of daily radiation to be received than on north-facing slopes. For  these 
climatic reasons cultivation on the river terrace at Victoria and settlements located else- 
where in the North West has advantages over cultivation away from the river. One 
disadvantage, however, is that the evapotranspiration rates are higher on south-facing 
slopes, producing drier conditions for plants during their growing season, in combination 
with light winter snow cover. 
MacDougall, J .  (1888, p.  120). Also see Nix (1960, p. 110). Referring to John MacDougall's 
farming he quotes, "We had ploughed and fenced a small field and partly planted it, for the 
seed we had was distributed to so many Indians, and went into so  many fields, that our own 
share was a small one. . . . A few potato cuttings and a thimbleful of turnip seed, these were 
the commencement of another kind of evolution." 
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""The Victoria hunters joined with those of other- settlements in the buffalo hunt, hence the 
large number of people included. The Hudson's Bay Company appointed also a special 
buffalo hunter. 

" Etltnontorr Uu l l r t i r~ ,  March 18, 1888. On microfilm; Legislative Libr-ar-y, Government of 
Alberta. Edmonton. 

l 2  Ednrontotz Bulletin, Febr-uary 2 1, 188 1. 
'3  Report o fJ .  E. Wood? to E. Deville, Surveyor General, 1897, pp. 24-26. Cited in footnote 6. 
l 4  Letter from E. Deville, Chief Inspector of Surveys to T. Kains, Dorninion Land Sur-veyor 

at Edmonton, August 25, 1884. From the filesof the Department of the Interior turned over 
to the Government of Alberta, when the Provincial Departnie~it of Highways was fornied 
in 1907. 

' 5  One arpent is 192 fect; 84 arpents equalled a league or approximately 3 miles. One squat-e 
arpent was approximately 516 of an acre. 

j6 Personal communication, September 10, l069,T. E. Rippon, Surveyol-, 1.andTitles Office, 
Edmonton. In 1919 The  Hudson's Bay Company Reserve was I-e-subdivided under the 
Alberta Surveys Act and the Land Titles Act by A. DI-iscoll, an Alberta Land Surveyor. 
The duplication in the numbering of the river- lots has no significance a s  the plans for- 
Victoria and the Hudson's Bay Company Reserve were done under different statutes, the 
former federal under the Dominion I.ands Survey Act and the latter provincial, as  men- 
tioned above. 

'' It is interesting to note that Gentilcore (1957) also writes that all the PI-ench left Vincennes 
(a post on the Wabash River in what is now Indiana) when agriculture dcvelopeti. 

'' See Harris (1966, p. 121). "Against these advantages [of the long lot] was the fact that a 
ribbon of land a hundred yards wide and a niile deep was often an awkward unit to fai-rn. 'l'he 
cows might have been pastured in a field a mile or  more from the house and the pigs let loose 
in a woodlot even further away. A milking might have involved a two mile walk, an attempt 
to round up the pigs even more. . . . It is arguable that strip far-ms in contemporary Quebec 
are inefficient anachronisms, but in early Canada probably no other shape would have 
provided so  much net advantage." Barnes (1035) also compares section with long-lot 
settlement plans and stresses the advantages of the latter relative to farming operations, 
public utility service economics, etc., although he does indicate some of the long lots' 
disadvantages. 

" rax Assessment Record, County of Smoky I.ake No.  13. 
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"CANADA'S CENTURY": THE 
RHETORIC OF PROPAGANDA 

KLAUS PETER STICH 
Department of English, University of Ottawa 

ABSTRACT. The idea that the twentieth century would be "Canada's Century" lay behind 
the characteristic immigration propaganda of the period around the turn of the century and 
prior to World War I .  This article constitutes a literary examination of five samples of such 
propaganda. Little of such material is readily available today, and this intriguing form of 
literature, which undoubtedly helped shape western Canada's cultural image at home and 
abroad, deserves our attention. 

R ~ S U M I ?  
Le vingti$me sittcle sera "le sikcle du Canada" - telle est I'idCe sous-jacente, que I'on 

trouve dans la propagandc charactkristique, en faveur de I'immigration, du dCbut du sikcle 
jusqu'g la premittre guerre mondiale. Cet article constitue une ttude IittCraire de cinq exem- 
ples tirCs d'une telle propagande. I1 reste trks peu de documents accessibles de nos jours, et 
cette forme de littkrature intrigante qui, sans aucun doute, a contribuk ri crter I'image cul- 
turelle de I'Ouest canadien, ici et i I'Ctranger, mCrite notre attention. 

- - -- -- - - --- The popular idea of the twentieth century being "Canada's Century'' 
accompanied the mass settlement of the prairies. At the turn of the century, 
most Canadians believed that "the vast, empty spaces of the land would 
welcome millions of settlers [who] would exploit the untold resources of 
the country, providing a standard of living envied by the remainder of the - - - - - - -- -- 

world. "I  This optimism shaped immigration propaganda pamphlets as well 
as novels about immigrants. Since many pamphlets provide a strong cul- 
tural background to the immigrant theme in Canadian fiction, and since 
they themselves often present imaginative pictures of the West, they 
deserve literary attention. We should acknowledge the idealism of 
"Canada's Century," the scarcity of information on the West at the time, 
and the pamphlets' purpose to attract immigrants to the advantages of 
Canada. Viewed in this context, the pamphlets are not distortions and lies 
but forms of realistic-cum-romantic interpretations of a new country. 
Thus, when Edward McCourt briefly describes immigration propaganda 
as "by all odds the richest, purplest fiction ever written about the Cana- 
dian West,"' we ought to disregard his irony and read the pamphlets as a 
form of popular fiction about "Canada's Century." 

Five propaganda samples are examined here. The first two are gov- 
ernment pamphlets from 1899 and 1901, the middle years of Clifford 
Sifton's time in office as the most propagandist Minister of Immigration. 
The others are from the period 1910 to 1914 and give the C.P.R.'s, the 
government's and a Dutch settler's view on the West during the boom 
before the First World War. It  was an era during which the C.P.R. had 
moved Canada almost to Europe's doorstep; in England it advertised 
"Tours for Businessmen," "Tours for Politicians," "Tours for Pleas- 



ure," and, of course, "Land."Z The pamphlets are typical of all in that they 
rely heavily on economic statistics, photographs and immigrants' letters to 
give persuasive descriptions of the country. 

In 1899 Sifton authorized publication in Ottawa of Western Canada: 
Delegates' Reports and Settlers' Experiences. The front cover makes 
clear the theme of all the reports and experiences: a small sketch of a 
one-room log cabin inscribed " 1st Year" contrasts with a large sketch of a 
prosperous-looking farm house, with two horses, one cow, several fir trees 
and a two-horse wagon, all in the foreground; the inscription underneath 
reads "5th Year." This jump from modest beginning to prosperity is the 
subject of most of the eye-witness accounts in the following one hundred 
and forty-four pages. It is, to borrow William Empson's phrase, a "version 
of pastoral," which I call capitalistic pastoralism, for it proposes the prairie 
West as the source of affluence and comfort and dominates all immigration 
propaganda. 

Americans from the Midwest wrote the majority of the 1899 reports. 
Two from Toledo, Ohio, proclaim (p. 16): 

But as regards the whole country - all that we have seen of it was alike 
inviting and of excellent quality in soil and productions. Though we 
have our own preference there is no part we saw which we could not 
honestly recommend to others who are in quest of new homes in this 
great country. We consider Western Canada the best country in the 
world for the poor man. 

The restrictions vaguely implied would go unnoticed, since the delegates 
"honestly recommend" the parts they have seen as indicative of the whole 
West, "this great country." The reference to the poor actually appeals to 
hard workers, as later quotations will show. It is to discourage not the rich 
but only the rich, lazy and pretentious, like the notorious English remit- 
tance men whom W. H. P. Jarvis has satirized in Letters of a Remittance 
Man to His Mother (Toronto, 1907). 

Another of the reports, by three German Americans with its sensa- 
tional headline "Fifty Families Will Settle in Alameda this Fall," stresses 
that even a gift of $10,000 would not induce them to stay in Detroit, as if to 
say that even well-to-do people in the United States, a country which 
immigrants traditionally preferred to Canada, can easily do better in the 
West (pp. 73-74). "Any man with a good team and money enough to buy 
provisions and seed for six months can become rich there in five years. 
Many people who arrived there five years ago with little or nothing are well 
off now" (p. 73). The persuasive get-rich-in-five-years theme of the pam- 
phlet cover remains the main concern, and success "with little or nothing" 
clearly does not exclude the rich, who were indeed very welcome. It sinlply 
suggests that the newcomers must be willing to work hard. 

Among the few foreign reports we find a translation of a letter from a 
Mennonite delegation (p. 41): 

Immigration Commissioner. 
Honoured Sir: In complete ignorance of the English language, we 

would ask you to allow us to have the honour to lay before you a report 
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of the impressions received by us during our visit to the Northwest, in 
the German language. 

We left home, in the south of Russia, on the 22nd of April, 1898, and 
reached Winnipeg on the 17th of May. We did not stay in Winnipeg, but 
left on the 18th of May for the West, in order to see the lands for 
homesteading. Our first point was Saskatoon, where we found a new 
Mennonite settlement, both at Rosthern and Hague. We were treated 
very kindly on arrival, and were pleased to see that this district is very 
suitable for our farming people, who are coming from South Russia. 
The nature of the ground is black soil, with heavy clay sub-soil, and, 
therefore, very fertile. The grass grows very close, and the growth is 
wonderfully nutritious, which was to be seen by the fat cattle in the 
neighbourhood. The newly planted wheat seemed in splendid condi- 
tion, and promises a rich crop. Altogether the whole district is very 
encouraging and hopeful to us. It is a nice prairie, covered with 
beautiful grass, and dotted here and there with little poplar forests, 
which give the whole a very romantic appearance. The settlers 
whom we visited look forward to a very happy and contented future, 
and we thank God that H e  had laid the way open for them to erect their 
homes on this part of the earth. 

This letter emphasizes the "inviting and excellent" character of the land 
which the Toledo delegates have already mentioned. Although profits are 
not directly expressed in terms of dollars, but with an eye for good soil and 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - 
pastures, and with thanks to God, a piety which reflects the religious 
nature of the Mennonite settlements, the letter leaves no doubt about the 
profitability of farming. A brief sketch of the "very romantic appearance" 
of the prairie adds to the friendly reception of the newcomers and the 
quality of the homesteading lands. It conveys not only a clich6 of meadows 
and forests but also a diminished prairie ("little," "dotted") and an almost 
cosy atmosphere ("nice," "beautiful ,' ' "little" and "dotted"), so  that the 
pastoral promotional image understates the harsher reality of the frontier. 

The settlers' letters are shorter than the reports, and the writers' 
origins reflect the West's growing multiculturalism. We hear from Ameri- 
can, British, English-Canadian, Scottish-Canadian, Galician, Mennonite, 
German, and French newcomers. Whereas most letters and reports are 
addressed to immigration commissioners, we also find the rare translation 
of a letter to relatives (p. 88): 

Dear Relations: 1 came during the year 1889 here, that is, to Canada. 
The journey for myself, my wife, four children, as well as my father, 
mother, brother and sister, did not cost me a great deal via New York. 
When I reached Edmonton I had two pair oxen, two cows and two 
calves, wagon, plow and harrow. My homestead is situated six miles 
east of Fort Saskatchewan. I have 140 acres under cultivation, eight 
horses, 30 head of cattle; also necessary farming implements; have 
harvested this year 2,200 bushels of wheat. Water, pasture and timber 
are plentiful in our district, and I advise every industrious person to 
come here to Alberta. My native place is Josephsburg, Austrian 
Galicia, Europe. All who wish to come to Canada heartily greeted. 

(Signed) Philip Mohr, Sr. 
The straightforward tone without exaggerations or pretensions and the fact 
that the writer names his place of origin suggest that he wrote not so much 



to his "dear relations" as to his dear countrymen in Austrian G a l i ~ i a . ~  
Philip Mohr does not have to waste any time praising the country, and 
implicit questions such as, "What was his starting capital?" "How much 
did the trip really cost him for all those passengers?" are negligible because 
of the certainty of immediate success out West. It is ironic, though in keep- 
ing with the pamphlets' comparison between America and Canada, that 
New York, whose legendary name used to arouse dreams of America's 
prosperity, rather than Halifax or Quebec should be the first stopping point 
on the way to Edmonton, a city in the newest and superior country of pros- 
perity. 

The booklet concludes with a number of matter-of-fact questions put 
to settlers of different origins whose answers all reflect their satisfaction 
with the West. The following replies of an Englishman are typical, and their 
business-like tone emphasizes the purpose of this pamphlet - to sell the 
West abroad (p. 107): 

When did you settle in your present location? 1889. 
Have you been successful? Yes. 
What number of horses have you? 10. 
What number of cattle have you? 55. 
What capital did you have to start with? $800. 
How much land have you under cultivation? - -- -- -- -- - -~ -- - ~ ~ - - -  ~- 

90 acres; wheat, 40 acres; oats, 50 acres. 
What is value of your house, stable and implements? $1,400. 
What do you estimate as the cash value of your crop and cattle 
available for sale this season? $1,000. 
What class of farmers is the most successful in your district? Mixed. -- 

What is average price of an improved farm? $10 per acre. 
- - 

What is average price of wild land? $3 per acre. 
A few illustrations soften such factual information and at the same time 
give visual support to the West's promise: "Ranching Scene in Western 
Canada" shows a group of gentlemen farmers on horseback in front of a 
herd of cattle; "Oats in Western Canada" shows a prosperous-looking 
farm house, with a huge barn behind a field of ripe oats; and finally there is a 
picture of a pipe-smoking farmer in a white shirt, tie and vest standing in a 
field of wheat shortly before harvesting time, a perfect pastoral scene. 

All the reports, letters, questionnaire answers and photographs stress 
the advantages of life on the prairies. Particularly noteworthy is the em- 
phasis on the superiority of the Canadian over the American West. Crop 
statistics were used to demonstrate this in the most effective way, as in the 
letter of an American who had farmed in all these areas (p. 61): 

Kansas ........................................ 6 bushels of wheat per acre. 
Minnesota .................................................. 9 bushels per acre. 
North Dakota ............................................. 12 bushels per acre. 
Assiniboia ................................................ 37 bushels per acre. 
Saskatchewan [pre-19051 .............................. 36 bushels per acre. 
In 1901 Sifton issued theAtlas of Western Canada. Appearingjust two 

years after his Western Canada, it surpasses the propaganda of the dele- 
gates' reports and settlers' letters in words, pictures and maps. After a brief 
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survey of Canada's geography, history, government, schools, and such 
issues as naturalization, an introduction to the social and agricultural 
conditions in the West follows, ending in, not surprisingly, an American's 
pastoral description whose title indicates both an exaggeration and a 
complaint(p. 15): 

A Paradise Little Understood 
One of Ohio's most able writers, who recently took a trip through 
Western Canada, speaks thus: "The Red River is crossed just before 
reaching Winnipeg. Few rivers in all the world drain a richer and more 
fertile country. It is doubted if any other river in the world has as much 
productive wheat land tributary to it. Wherever it flows, prosperity 
and plenty, agricultural richness and the bounty of Ceres seem to go 
and remain. On every hand from Winnipeg west several hundred 
miles, wheat fields almost as level as the floor extend as far as the eye 
can reach. Most of the fields were still standing in the sheaf and 
regiment after regiment ofthe golden grain in the shock feasted the eye. 
That this is a prosperous section hardly needs proof other than a view 
of the great stretch of wheat land and the harvested grain. But the large 
and attractive farmhouses, with frequently immense barns, and im- 
provements of every nature, modern and substantial, speak most 
eloquently of the wealth of the section. At many places cutting the 
grain was still going on. Great harvesters were at work, a dozen of 
them at a time, one following the other, cutting an immense swath - - - - -- -- - - -- 

every time they passed. Grain drills, harvesters and binders are in their 
element and are aiding nature and man to produce marvelous yields 
every year and develop and build up an immense area, perhaps unex- 
celled in all the world. Immense grain elevators tower above their 
surroundings, as if watching the fair land, and jealous of their charge." -- 

As in the booklet of 1899, official information has the support of 
eyewitness reports from non-Canadians on the "superlative" qualities of 
the West, and such words as "immense," "unexcelled," "prosperity," 
"wealth" and "attractive" are frequent. After the general introduction to 
the West, Manitoba and the North West Territories are portrayed one by 
one with frequent emphasis on their potential for settlement. In addition to 
large-scale maps and practical information on such items as soil, climate, 
homesteads, and the prosperity of the farmers, we find illustrations on 
every page, from a minimum of two to a maximum of eight, so that the 
prospective settler can visualize the West much more vividly. The pictures 
show prosperity as some of the captions indicate: "A Western Canadian 
Orchard," "Group of Grain Elevators and Flouring Mill," "Some of the 
Great Mills and Elevators," "Giant Roots and Vegetables," "Prosperous 
Homesteads," "Winnipeg City Hall," "Representative Homes of Those 
Who have Succeeded." The front cover features a view of one of 
Winnipeg's main streets, evoking an impression of Manitoba's wealth that 
was an important element in the city's rapid growth. The back cover bears 
a now well-known sign in black, white and grey: "160 Acre Farms in 
Western Canada Free." The prospect of easy prosperity is again the chief 
attraction and it usually appears in typical, authoritative government 
prose (p. 19): 



Any part of the Province [of Manitoba] that it is desired to visit will 
give sufficient evidence to satisfy all that those who have followed 
farming as a pursuit and given it anything like ordinary attention have 
made it a success. This not only applies to English-speaking people, 
and those who have hitherto been farmers, but to foreigners and to 
those who have gone into the country without any previous experience 
in farming. 
Assiniboia, like Manitoba, was more accessible than the other parts of 

the prairies, so that in 1901 each seems to require only one eye-witness 
report. The observer of what is now southern Saskatchewan, however, 
aspires to "literary" qualities far beyond crop statistics (p. 27): 

A Drive Never to Be Forgotten 
The heavy dew of the night before lay like a veil ofgray chiffon over the 
landscape, and as the lazy mid-summer sun lifted itself from a rose- 
coloured cloud-bed, the veil shivered and sparkled as though sprinkled 
with diamond dust. Through tangled copsewood we drove for hours, 
now and then skirting a "slough" (pronounced slew), encircled with a 
great belt of rushes, standing with uplifted torches of velvety brown. 
Swish! Whirr! and aflight of duck passed over our heads, sprinkling us 
with water as they flew. . . . Again emerging from the wonderful 
prairie jungle,our eyes were dazzled by a veritable field of cloth of 
gold, the transparent petals of the graceful prairie sunflowers showing 
acres of molten gold against the sky-line of deepest blue, a magnificent 
note of colour in contrast to the masses of mauve Michaelmas daisies, 
growing to a height and luxuriance never seen elsewhere. This regal 
robe of gold and purple was here and there decorated with what in the 
distance looked like great bunches of white ostrich feathers, but which 
on closer inspection proved to be of the same family as the mauve 
daisy, which with their tiny closed blossoms formed luxuriant clustep 
on the long, slender stalks that swayed heavy tipped in the breeze: 

We seem to be in an exotic European park in the company of Victorian 
ladies and gentlemen. While the accuracy of afew of the images is accepta- 
ble, the quick succession of nouns and adjectives like "veil," "chiffon," 
"copsewood," "diamond," "gold," "robe," "ostrich feathers," "rose- 
coloured," "wonderful," "transparent," "graceful," "magnificent," 
"regal," and "luxuriant" introduces a romantic bourgeois wilderness 
which reaches beyond the usual prairie pastoralism. The transition from 
"jungle" to "cloth of gold" links the wilderness of the prairie to its pastoral 
elements and heightens the vision of prosperity in general and future fields 
of wheat in particular. It is a welcome for visitors whom bourgeois images 
of chiffon, gold and daisies are to entice to stay. Most literary readers, 
however, would see in all this chiffon and gold only "coloured 
wall-paper,"' or banal pastoral description. 

Apart from the selectivity of information and frequent pastoral lan- 
guage, the introduction to the prairie climate supplies more evidence of 
how easily "fiction" may be the result of an intkrpretation of described 
"facts." Overstatements of the climate's attractions, which give us the still 
popular picture of "bracing" and healthy conditions, understatements of 
droughts and severe winters, and the skilful use of mean temperatures, 
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which few people can interpret as comfortable or uncomfortable, charac- 
terize the following excerpts: 

The climate of Western Canada, as described by those who have lived 
there for some years, is said to be very agreeable. Disease is little 
known, while epidemics are unheard of. Spring commences about the 
first of April. Some seasons, however, seeding is begun early in 
March, the snow having entirely disappeared. But spring scarce1 y puts 
in  an appearance before it is followed by summer, and it is almost 
impossible to describe the delights of that pleasant season, with its long 
days and cool nights. (p. 4) 
The average snow of Manitoba is 62 inches. It is not a country of deep 
snows; in short, trains are rarely blocked and seldom delayed by winter 
storms. (p. 18) 
The climate [of ~askatchewanl is healthy, and free from endemic or 
epidemic diseases. It is bracing and salubrious, and is undoubtedly the 
finest climate on earth for constitutionally healthy people. Average 
summer temperature about 60". (p. 27) 
Cold and stormy weather [in ~ l b e r t a l i s  of course experienced at times 
during the winter months, but the prevailing warm winds which blow 
from the west, locally known as Chinook winds, rapidly dissipate any 
snow which falls, and for days at a time cause a rise in the thermometer 
to almost summer temperature. (p. 3 1) 
In 191 1 the C.P.R. published Western Canada: Manitoba, Saskatch- -- - ~ 

ewan, Alberta, subtitled, "How to Reach It. How to Obtain Land. How to 
make a Home." It is another detailed guide but, unlike the government 
pamphlet of 1901, it contains few photographs within its eighty pages. The 
ones shown do not so blatantly proclaim any get-rich-quick aspects of the 

- - 

West, but depict a stable society instead. Settlers' letters again support 
descriptions of prosperity which direct new immigrants primarily to Sas- 
katchewan: there are only two letters from Manitoba and five from Al- 
berta, but thirteen from Saskatchewan. Although the letters are no differ- 
ent in content, design, or object from those quoted earlier, they occasion- 
ally refer to unpleasant aspects of pioneering: "I passed through all those 
experiences of hardships incident to pioneer life, situated many miles from 
a railroad and away from those conveniences which the railway provides" 
(p. 23). Not only the acknowledgement of such hard times, but also the 
very word "pioneer," with its implications of frontier hardships, had been 
conspicuously absent from the two Sifton pamphlets. Yet the brief allusion 
to roughing it seems not without an ulterior motive. It indicates the 
C.P.R.'s attempt to attract settlers to railway lands, for the writer con- 
tinues: "After several years of isolation, a branch of the C.P.R. crossed 
my farm and there sprang up adjoining me the snug town of Melita, with its 
efficient schools, churches and those conveniences of a modern town" (p. 
23). This pamphlet, too, leaves no doubt that the West's prospects for 
future wealth are full of buoyant hope (p. 29): 

It is not easy to forecast the future of wheat in Saskatchewan, because 
the extent of the country adaptable to wheat growing is so vast that 
when it all comes into production, as inevitably it must at no distant 



tirne, the output cannot fail to run into figures both of quant~ty and 
money that imagination can hardly reach. 
The Department of the Interior's 1912 pamphlet, The Country Called 

Ccrnada, does not greatly differ from the pamphlets mentioned above, 
although it appeals specifically to immigrants from the British Isles. Ap- 
pearing at a time when large numbers of non-English-speaking settlers had 
already arrived i n  the West, and when "No English Need Apply" had 
become a  loga an,^ it had to convince Britishers of more than a possibility of 
easy wealth. First of all, on the inside cover, readers learn that "Farmers, 
farm labourers and female domestic servants are the only people whom the 
Canadian Immigration Department advises to go to Canada." This cor- 
responds with similar advice in the 1901 pamphlet, but here it is in a 
conspicuous place so that Canada's advantages do not overwhelm readers 
before they note that they are not among those encouraged to emigrate. 
Furthermore, the government takes pains to explain that, despite non- 
English immigration, the West is still very much an English-speaking 
country. Emphasis, however, is on education and culture, particularly 
since in 1912 Britain was still enjoying its role as the leading industrial 
nation, so that life on a rural frontier had to be made more appealing to an 
English worker than to a Ukrainian peasant (p. 41): 

 he man from the Old Country] has not left civilization behind when 
he enters Saskatchewan; and if, as is inevitable, the material neces- 
sities of life a t  first seem to engross people's attention, there is a strong 
determination in this province to build up a civilization of the very 
highest type. Wherever there are 12 children in an area of a few square 
miles a school is established, the government paying a large part of the 
cost. 

The necessity of education to add respectability and spiritual comfort to 
the growing material comfort reflects a typically Victorian attitude. The 
connotations of the term Victorian are by no means negative here, for 
schools indeed became cornerstones in the growth of the West. 

Apart from specific references for a British audience, The Co~lntry 
Culled Canada provides merely another socio-geographic introduction to 
the Dominion as a whole. Its tone is as optimistic as in 1899, 1901 and 191 1; 
and although there is some mention of lands unsuitable for inexperienced 
settlers, such areas, as the italicized words in the following quotation 
suggest, are not at all uninviting (p. 39, italics mine): 

The southern strip of this great province [of ~askatchewanl is very like 
the adjoining section of Manitoba - a more or less gently rolling 
prairie, generally bare of trees. As you go west along this strip you find 
yourself at last in a district where the rainfall is uncertain, this being the 
only part of the American desert which is found outside the United 
States. Even here, however, many men who have had experience of 
dry lands further south are confidently making homes for themselves. 

Thus even drought-prone areas in Canada compare favourably to those in 
the United States. Nevertheless there is little doubt left here about the 
government's awareness of the exaggeration of the West as a land of 
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opportunity when we read the notice on the inside of the front cover. It 
informs us that the Canadian Immigration Department is responsible only 
for its own pamphlets and circulars and not for other forms of propaganda 
such as R. J.  Barrett's overly optimistic book, Cun~ldu's Century: Prog- 
ress and Resources qf the Great Dotninion, which appeared in London in 
1907. In this lengthy economic study the author, an Englishman, maintains 
a conventional nineteenth-century view of Canada, proclaiming it (p. 528): 
the "comingplayground for the people of the Old Country, who will find in 
the land of their kinsmen greater and more enduring attractions than those 
afforded by foreign countries." 

It is interesting that neither government nor C.P.R. pamphlets dis- 
criminate against immigrants from eastern and south-eastern Europe. Al- 
though "Galician" settlers were few in number, their experiences appear 
in all the pamphlets, and even the one directed to British emigrants por- 
trays the "Galician" as a man who "toils away till he has got a beautiful 
farm, cultivated by up-to date machinery; and his young folk do not take 
long to merge into the English-speaking population" (p. 40). lmmigration 
propaganda thus takes successful assimilation of foreigners as a matter of ~ course if they are industrious. The propaganda does not reflect the popular 
dislike of nowBritish immigrants, which had found a strong voice in 

- - -- -- - - - - - - 

Kipling's Letters to the Family: Notes on a Recent Trip to Cunu~lrr 
(Toronto, 1908, p. 39): 

The stranger within my gate, 
He may be true or kind, 

But does not talk my talk - - - 

I cannot feel his mind. 
1 know the face and the eyes and the voice 

But not the soul behind. 
In fact the dislike of foreigners was so widespread that J. S.  Woods- 

worth, a crusader for social justice in Canada, and a man fond of using 
quotations, appears to have answered Kipling in a pioneering sociological 
study, Strangers Within Our Gates: Coming Cunadians (Toronto, 1909). 
There Woodsworth sets out to refute the common prejudice that foreigners 
are "the men who dig sewers and get into trouble at the police court" (p. 5). 
Official Canadian propaganda, however, does not acknowledge ethnic 
conflicts. It describes the land, the farms, the crops, the easy wealth, in 
explicit or implicit superlatives, to attract settlers. The physical hardships 
of pioneering as well as the mental and social hardships of emigration are 
glossed over in the capitalistic pastoralism of the prairies. 

Unlike the official propagandists, Willem de Gelder, a Dutch home- 
steader, gives a more personal view of the West in his letters (1910-1913) to 
relatives in Holland.' His attitude becomes evident when he translates the 
propagandists' geography-textbook approach to prairie winters into a 
much less flattering account (pp. 14- 15): 

There was a violent snow-storm which caused us to lose half a day, and 
we continually had to watch each other's noses and cheeks to warn of 
the possibility of frostbite. Sometimes half of a person's face is snow- 



white and then you have to rub it vigorously with snow. 1 have to say 
that I'm keeping my end up, even if I do suffer from the cold. Some- 
times I still have cold feet, even with wearing 3 pairs of warm winter 
socks, a pair of sheepskin lined moccasins, and over all that, elkskin 
moccasins. T o  give you another example of the cold, you can't keep 
your hands warm in gloves, so you have to wear mitts, and it's ex- 
tremely dangerous to take them off, even for a minute. 

Here the absence of pastoral images establishes a harsher perspective 
which official pamphlets could not use advantageously. Although de 
Gelder's fight against severe winters may have changed many Dutchmen's 
minds about Canada, we must not forget that he became a successful 
homesteader, that an emigration society edited his original letters,' and 
that the C.P.R. supported such societies. Clearly, de Gelder's letters, too, 
were to promote the West: they advocate immigration, but only for the 
hardy, strong-willed and physically fit. 

This, of course, had also been the official Canadian attitude, as the 
various pamphlets have shown. Yet there this attitude was largely offset by 
the praise of the prairies. De Gelder, on the other hand, is concerned not 
only with their advantages (p. 29): 

It's easy enough to make someone aware of the disadvantages, or to 
convince him of the fallacy of the "land of milk and honey" idea, but 
what should you do, advise or dissuade? Surely a person has a chance 
to get ahead here, as he has nowhere else, but in order to get that 
chance, he has to say goodbye to an awful lot. 

Nowhere do the government and C.P.R. pamphlets acknowledge that at 
least some immigrants have "to say goodbye to an awful lot." Everybody 
stands only to gain. 

We have seen how immigration propaganda stresses geographic and 
economic facts which suggest a life of prosperity in an attractive country 
with a present and future more promising than in either Britain or the 
U.S.A. The pamphlets transform the raw homestead lands into an idyllic 
picture of wealth, comfort and happiness, and create what in fiction we 
might call the myth of "one-hundred-and-sixty-acres." This transforma- 
tion of geography into capitalistic pastoralism requires little else than 
sustained descriptions of the lives of a few individuals to resemble some 
prairie novels about the poor and industrious immigrants who got rich, 
such as the Ukrainian, Kalman Kalmar, in Ralph Connor's The Foreigner 
(Toronto, 1909); the Icelandic families of the Halssons and Lindals in 
Laura Goodman Salverson's The Viking Heart (Toronto, 1923); the Finn, 
Helmi Milander, in Nellie McClung's Painted Fires (Toronto, 1925); or 
the Swede, Niels Lindstedt, in F. P. Grove's Settlers of the Marsh 
(Toronto, 1925). 

The pamphlets not only share many prairie novels' vision of the 
growth of a superior society blending values of the "true North" and the 
American West, but also often make use of narrative voices in the form of 
letters, which add personal notes to the propagandists' official voice. Yet 
since the official emphasis on success precludes conflicts between settlers 
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and the land, and between economic and moral values, the pamphlets must 
be without the plot\, however trivial, that we find in comparable pastoral 
novels set before World War I .  

Authors like Jarvis, Connor, Salverson, McClung, and Grove in his 
early books would also praise the West of "Canada's Century," but in 
addition they portrayed settlers' and immigrants' achievements in terms of 
moral values. Thus success was a reward for the morally strong who were 
also modest and industrious, and the prairies became a new testing ground 
for the "Protestant ethic" in novels which added morality to the capitalis- 
tic pastoralism of immigration propaganda. 

It is interesting that few immigrant and native-born writers of immig- 
rant fiction took issue with the propagandists' emphasis on the advantages 
of life on the prairies. Nellie McClung, for instance, says that "the false 
flattery which has been given to our country /by immigration agencies in 
Europe anxious to bring out settlers for the profit of steamship and railway 
companies" made her write Painted  fire^.^ Yet, like the pamphlets, her 
novel relies on the necessity of hard work, the advantages of Canada over 
the United States and capitalistic pastoralism. Her book becomes simply a 
more conscientious and engaging version of propaganda. This is true of 
Connor's and Salverson'3 novels as well. Their literary shaping of the West - - - pp -- 

often lacks detachment from the single vision of a "promised land" and 
from the so-called tourist's view of the landscape. Salverson's conven- 
tional nineteenth-century description of a sunset, for example, recalls an 
earlier quotation from a pamphlet: 

- --- -- -- -- - - - - 
There was a sunset of that indescribable beauty which only the prairies 
know. It  seemed like a crimson curtain against which the stockade and 
the squat buildings of the Hudson Bay Company stood out solemn and 
grim. A little farther towards the forks of the rivers, the company's mill 
shot its smoke into that wondrous sky. There was a wild freedom about 
the untrammelled prairie beyond, there was romance and loveliness in 
that wide sweep of the sky . . .I0 

Not only official immigration propaganda but also immigrant fiction 
celebrates the West's advantages and sees settlers' victories as Canada's 
victory. This, together with the fictional qualities which I have shown in 
immigration pamphlets, supports my initial suggestion that such pamphlets 
are an important part of our literary history. They allow us to see the 
literary transition from proliferation and moderation of the propagandists' 
version of "Canada's Century" in popular immigrant fiction to searches 
for self, new values and sometimes a new society in works of creative 
immigrant writers like Grove and Georges Bugnet, whose language points 
towards human growth and creativity. This is, of course, afar  step beyond 
the propagandists' rhetoric of achievements in a preconceived West of new 
wealth and old values. 
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ABSTRACT. This article examines agriculture on the prairies from fur-trade times to 1914. 
By the early nineteenth century, a number of inland fur-trading posts were producing field 
crops and vegetables for local consumption. In view of this and the successful development of 
the Red River settlement, the mid-nineteenth century controversy over the suitability of the 
plains region for agriculture is surprising. Once this controversy had been resolved the way 
was thrown open for the influx of settlers. The land was surveyed; homesteading policy was 
declared and publicized; the Canadian Pacific and other railroads were built; and farmers 
arrived. There were still problems to be solved. Among the most important advances were the 
practice of summer-fallowing (1885) and the development of early-maturing Marquis wheat 
(1909). By 1914 agriculture had been established on a solid footing and the stage was set for the 
introduction of widespread mechanization and an increasingly commercial emphasis. 

R ~ S U M E  
Cet article ttudie I'agriculture dans les prairies de I'tpoque du commerce des fourrures 
jusqu'en 1914. Dks le dCbut du XVlIIe sikcle, plusieurs comptoirs d'kchange des fourrures de 
I'intCrieur du pays produisaient des rtcoltes et des ICgumes pour la consommation locale. Si 
I'on considkre cet exemple et le dCveloppement heureux de la colonie de Red River, on peut 
Ctre surpris de la controverse qui s'Cleva au milieu du XIXe sikcle, 5 savoir si la rigion des 
plaines convenait ou non 2 I'agriculture. Une fois cette controverse rCglCe, la voie Ctait 
ouverte ii I'affluence des colons. La terre fut arpentte, une politique de homc~steading fut 
institute; le Canadien Pacifique et autres chemins de fer furent construits; et les fermiers 
arrivkrent. I1 restait encore quelques problkmes 5 rksoudre. Parmi les progrks les plus 
importants, on peut considCrer la mise en pratique de la jachkre d'ttC (1885) et I'utilisation 
d'un blC prCcoce, le "Marquis" en 1909. En 1914, la situation de I'agriculture ttait sQre; la 
porte ttait ouverte 5 sa mtcanisation gtntrale et on pouvait commencer 5 mettre I'emphase 
sur son c6tt  commercial qui ne cessait de prendre de I'importance. 

The period covered in this article is from fur-trade times to 1914, which 
is a logical division point. From 1914 to the present day there have been, 
firstly, a revolution in agriculture, and secondly, a change in the role of 
agriculture in relation to other sectors of the economy. These develop- 
ments, together with the history of prairie ranching and the livestock 
industry, are judged to be outside the scope of this paper, which presents a 
general introduction to the evolution of crop growing in the region. 

Agricultural activity is impossible without fertile soil and favourable 
climatic conditions, and unless these qualities be perceived by men, the 
land will remain untouched. It is therefore pertinent to begin this account 
with a description of the early experiments in vegetable and cereal produc- 
tion and with the progress of knowledge of the agricultural potential of the 
West. 

Food production during the fur-trade period, which ended in 1870, 
consisted primarily of the production of pemmican from buffalo meat. 
However, from the founding of the first posts by the Hudson's Bay Com- 
pany their post managers were encouraged to grow foodstuffs to enable the 
posts to become self-sufficient. In 1674 the London directorate ordered 
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that "there be provided . . . a bushel of wheat and rye, barley and oats, or a 
barrel of each in casks, and such sorts of garden seeds as the Governol- 
shall advise."' Since the earliest company posts were on the shores of 
Hudson and James Bays where soil and climatic conditions were severely 
restrictive, no significant results were achieved in that region. But as soon 
as the Company moved inland the situation changed. Cumberland House, 
the first inland post established in 1774, had by the early nineteenth century 
an extensive farming operation. Travellers' accounts describe the farm, 
which produced field crops, vegetables and livestock. 

Upstream, about twenty years earlier the French traders at Fort la 
Corne were producing vegetables and making this the scene of the first 
agricultural activity in Saskatchewan. 

After the Conquest we find the Montreal traders raising garden pro- 
duce at Fort Vermilion and at Peter Pond's post on the lower Athabasca. 
The latter, says Alexander Mackenzie, "had formed as fine a kitchen 
garden as I ever saw in Canada."' Alexander Henry, the Nor'Wester, is a 
major source of information, for he describes the crops which he raised 
during the first decade of the last century at several posts on the North 
Saskatchewan River. By the middle of the nineteenth century the 
Hudson's Bay posts at Fort Resolution on Great Slave Lake, Fort Simp- 

- ~ - - - - -- - - - - - - -- - p- 

son on the Mackenzie River and Fort Liard in the southwest corner of the 
present-day Northwest Territories had flourishing gardens. Writing in 
1952, Grant MacEwan declares: 

In both the Yukon and the Northwest Territories the most promising 
areas for farming are along the rivers and beside the lakes. I t  now -- 

appears that the Yukon has at least half a million acres for which some 
use in an agricultural programme will be found. The Northwest Ter- 
ritories will have m0re.j 

One hundred years before MacEwan's pronouncement, Sir John Richard- 
son, who visited Rupert's Land as the leader of one of the Franklin search 
expeditions, wrote as follows on the subject of cereal p r o d ~ c t i o n : ~  

Wheat is the cereal which requires most heat of those usually culti- 
vated in England. Its culture is said toascendto 62" or 64" north lat. on 
the west side of the Scandinavian peninsula, but not to be of impor- 
tance beyond the 60th. On the route of the Expedition it is raised with 
profit at Fort Liard in lat. 60°5' north, long. 122" 31' west, and having 
an altitude of between 400 and 500 feet above the sea. This locality, 
however, being in the vicinity of the Rocky Mountains, is subject to 
summer frosts; and the grain does not ripen perfectly every year, 
though in favourable seasons it gives a good return. At Dunvegan, on 
Peace River, lying in lat. 56"6' north, long. 117" 45' west, and at an 
altitude of 778 feet, the culture of this grain is said to be equally 
precarious. It  grows, however, freely on the banks of the Saskatch- 
ewan, except near Hudson's Bay, where the summer temperature is 
too low. 
Outs are little cultivated in Rupert's Land; they require longer time 
than barley to ripen, and are therefore not likely to grow so far north. 
They have not been tried at Ford Norman, however, which is the most 
advanced post in that direction where barley is cultivated. . . . 
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In good seasons barley ripens well at Fort Norman on the 65th parallel, 
. . . All Mr. Bell's attempts to raise it at Fort Good Hope, two degrees 
further north, failed. . . . 
Potatoe.~ . . . yield abundantly at Fort Liard, and grow, though inferior 
in quality, at Fort Sinipson and Fort Norman. They have not suc- 
ceeded at Fort Good Hope, near the 67th parallel. At the latter place 
turnips in favourable seasons attained a weight of from two to three 
pounds, and were generally sown in the last week of May. At Peel's 
River the trials made to grow culinary vegetables had no success. 
Nothing grew except a few cresses. . . . 
West of Fort la Corne the chief agricultural centers were at Fort 

Carlton and Edmonton House. The talented writer and fur trader, Alexan- 
der Ross, writes as follows on agricultural activity at various trading posts 
on the Saskatchewan of which he had first-hand k n o ~ l e d g e : ~  

Fort Edmonton is a large compact establishment, with good buildings, 
palisades, and bastions, pleasantly situated in a deep valley. An exten- 
sive and profitable trade is carried on with the warlike tribes of the 
plains-Blackfeet, Piegans, Assiniboines, and Crees. All these roving 
bands look up to Mr. Rowand as their common father, and he has for 
more than a quarter of a century taught them to love and to fear him. 
Attached to this place are two large parks for raisinggrain, and, the soil 
being good, it produces large crops of barley and potatoes; but the 
spring and fall frosts prove injurious to wheat, which, in consequence, 
seldom comes to maturity. 

Of Carlton House, he says: 
There are . . . some good cultivated fields, which, with moderate 
industry, are said to yield abundant crops of barley and potatoes. 
Wheat grows here, and hops have been raised with great success; the 
gardens also produce good returns of onions, carrots, turnips, and 
cabbages. And here I noticed the best root-houses I have seen in the 
country. It is pleasing thus to witness the fruits of industry and pro- 
gress of civilisation in the savage wilderness. . . . 

Of Cumberland House, Ross reports: 
The trade of the place is, however, fast dwindling away to nothing; but 
in proportion as furs and animals of the chase are decreasing, agricul- 
ture seems to be increasing, and perhaps eventually the latter may 
prove to the natives more beneficial than the former. 

In addition to the cultivated fields, we have to notice here the 
cheering prospect of domestic comfort. The introduction of domestic 
cattle from the colony of Red River gives a new feature of civilisation 
to the place. Here are two fine milch cows and a bull, and more are 
expected. In addition to these, other proofs of industry and comfort are 
manifest. A neat kitchen-garden, which furnishes an ample supply of 
vegetables, adorns the place, in the centre of which stands a sun-dial 
neatly cut and figured; the latitude of the place, 53" 57' N. ,  being 
marked on it. 

Concluding his description of agricultural activity in the early nineteenth 
century, he writes: 

We have noticed on our route the commencement of agriculture and 
the introduction of domestic cattle at Cumberland House. From Fort 
Edmonton down to Carlton, and far below, a range of five hundred 
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miles, the country and climate invite the husbandman and the 
plough. 
The major agricultural center in the Prairie West was the Red River 

Settlement. There were probably gardens at the trading posts at the junc- 
tion of the Red and Assiniboine before the arrival of the Selkirk settlers in 
1812, but it was these hardy Scottish people who produced the first large 
crops of grain on the prairies. These pioneer farmers were plagued with 
early frosts, grasshoppers, drought and floods. But by the late 1820's 
agricultural produce and buffalo meat made the population self-sufficient, 
and the settlers had begun to produce a surplus of flour for sale to the 
Hudson's Bay Company. The Selkirk colonists were also able to produce a 
surplus of butter, pork, beef, cheese, eggs, and some vegetables, although 
only in small quantities at the start. By the mid-nineteenth century the Red 
River Settlement had reached its optimum development as an agricultural 
center. Further development depended on railway communication with 
either eastern Canada or the American midwest. Of course this also 
applied to the area situated west of Red River. 

In view of the agricultural activity at the western fur posts and Red 
River, it may seem strange that there were serious doubts that the plains 
region was suited to agriculture. This became a matter of public con- - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

troversy in Britain during the middle of the nineteenth ~ e n t u r y . ~  One factor 
in this dispute was the reluctance of the Hudson's Bay Company to admit 
the possibility of success of an enterprise which would compete with and 
ultimately displace the fur trade. The major meat supply for the northern 

- -- 

trade, buffalo pemmican from the plains region, would be threatened. In 
Canada, however, much more sanguine views prevailed. But the con- 
troversy could not be resolved without scientific investigation. 

This was provided in the late 1850's. At this time the geography of the 
area north of the Saskatchewan was well known, but the fur traders had 
avoided the open plains, which was a battle ground of the Crees, As- 
siniboines and Blackfoot. One scientific breakthrough was the publication 
in 1857 of Lorin Blodgett's Climatology of the United States and of the 
Temperate Latitudes of the North American Continent. The charts in that 
work showed that annual temperature and rainfall were similar to those 
prevailing in the Quebec-Montreal area. It  appeared that far from being a 
desert, the grassland and parkland could be expected to be fertile. 
On-the-spot evidence was provided by two Canadians, geology professor 
Henry Hind and civil engineer Simon Dawson.' Their two-year expedi- 
tion was undertaken on orders from the Government of Canada. It was 
designed to provide information on the transport route from Canada to 
the Red River Settlement, and to assess the agricultural potential of the 
Red River Valley and the country lying to the westward. The two men 
submitted separate reports. They agreed on the fertility of the Saskatch- 
ewan River valley, but differed on the fertility of the open plains. Dawson 
was much more optimistic than Hind, who was convinced that what was 
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then called "the Great American Desert" extended well into the prairie 
region. 

Meanwhile a British Parliamentary committee had been investigating 
the affairs of the Hudson's Bay Company and discussing the issue of 
uniting Canada and a portion of Rupert's Land. Its 1857 report was based 
on the belief that a large fertile area could be located which could be united 
with Canada. Probably Alexander Ross's book influenced the Committee 
members. Nothing came of this recommendation, but its formulation 
showed which way the wind was blowing. 

The British-based Palliser Expedition of 1857-60 was a much more 
impressive scientific investigation than that of Hind and Dawson in terms 
of personnel and area e x p l ~ r e d . ~  I t  was staffed by a geologist, a botanist, a 
magnetic observer and a specialist in astronomy. The Hind and Dawson 
exploration had examined the plains country as far west as the South 
Saskatchewan, but Palliser's party covered not only this area but also the 
adjacent area west to the Rockies. It also examined possible railway routes 
through the mountains to the mouth of the Fraser. 

Palliser's report is famous for its designation of the "fertile belt"-the 
crescent of tall-grass plains from Red River along the Saskatchewan River 
and the foothills country. It is also well known for its definition of the 
"Palliser Triangle," a semi-arid region which was described as an exten- 
sion of the "Great American Desert," and unsuited for cultivation. 

Greater in influence than Palliser or Hind was the Ontario botanist, 
John Macoun, who was employed by the Dominion Government in the 
1870's to accompany Sandford Fleming on his railway survey, and Alfred' 
Selwyn, the Director of the Geological Survey, on several exploratory 
expeditions. In 1879,1880 and 188 1 Macoun traversed the southern portion 
of the North-West Territories. H e  disputed Palliser's idea that the country 
between the Souris River and the Rockies was arid and unsuited to agricul- 
ture. In his reports to the Government and to the public his enthusiasm for 
this treeless, short-grass country was unbounded. His claim that in addi- 
tion to the Saskatchewan Valley, good wheat lands extended south to the 
international boundary was of great influence. He  undoubtedly encour- 
aged the Canadian Pacific Railway to build due west from Winnipeg to the 
Rockies. And he was a tireless advocate of the agricultural potential of the 
entire plains region. His magnum opus, the 687-page volume entitled 
Manitoba and the Great North-West, was widely distributed and gener- 
ated much enthusiasm among would-be settlers. A St. Paul newspaper 
later urged Minnesota readers to: 

Buy farmlands in Saskatchewan. You can leave home after Easter, 
sow your grain and take in the harvest and come home with your 
pockets full of money in time for Thanksgiving dinner.9 

Of this boosterism Grant MacEwan quotes an unknown author: "Where 
everyman's a liar, that's where the West begins."1° Certainly the record of 
homestead cancellations bears this out. Professor Chester Martin has 
written: "The cancellations in free homestead entries (more than 57 per 
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cent . . . in Saskatchewan between 191 1 and 193 1) were the highest in any 
category of Dominion Lands. . . ."I1 The accompanying wastage of 
human enterprise has never been measured, but it must have been appal- 
ling. 

Macoun cannot be entirely blamed for his optimistic appraisals: he 
visited the plains during wet years when Manitoba farmers enjoyed large 
crops and the country to the west was lush. The truth lies somewhere 
between the calculations of Macoun and Palliser. 

More detailed information concerning the agricultural potential of the 
land i n  each township was provided to prospective settlers in the federal 
government's published reports of the surveyors in the 1880's.1Z But it is 
not clear how extensively these publications were distributed, and what 
influence they had on the decisions of the homesteaders and purchasers of 
lands. The files and township registers for every quarter section of homes- 
tead lands in the prairies have been preserved, and it is obvious from the 
number of cancellations of homestead entries for many quarter sections 
that the settlement of the West was a painful process for many pioneers. 
Untold thousands of them gave up the struggle to establish themselves on 
marginal land, went back east or south to the United States, or west to 
British Columbia. They were discouraged from moving north into the 
fertile belt by the absence of railway facilities, which were not constructed -- - - - - 

until after the turn of the century. But apart from the surveyors' reports and 
the testimony of other pioneers, the agriculturalist lacked reliable informa- 
tion on soil quality until the maps of the scientific Soil Surveys were 
published in the 1930's. - 

No matter how fertile the West might prove to be, it would remain an 
empty land, or at best a region of subsistence agriculture, without effective 
transportation facilities. Transportation was essential to permit the export 
of wheat, barley and oats, in other words, the development of an exporta- 
ble cash crop. Equally important was the import of farm implements, 
foodstuffs, tools and household goods. 

Trails traversed by Red River carts had provided overland transport 
during the fur-trade period, particularly over the route between Fort Garry 
and Edmonton. Obviously they were inadequate in serving the needs of the 
western farmer when large-scale settlement became a practical prospect. 
Nor were the paddle-wheel steamboats plying the North Saskatchewan 
River in the late seventies and eighties a solution. Only the railway would 
serve. The Canadian Pacific Railway linked the West to Central Canada 
and was of immense importance in serving the settlers who had arrived in 
the seventies, chiefly in Manitoba, and rendered Winnipeg less dependent 
on the line which had linked it to St. Paul in 1878. The first wheat exported 
from Manitoba had been shipped by flat-bottomed boat up the Red River 
two years earlier, in 1876. 

The significance of the construction of the Railway, which was built 
rapidly across the plains in 1882 and 1883, was not merely that it provided a 
vital transportation facility, but that it became a promoter of immigration 
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and settlement. Its 25 million-acre land grant was sold at attractive prices, 
for the company was primarily interested in revenues from wheat ship- 
ments and the import of commodities from Central Canada, rather than 
revenue from land sales. 

Although the pioneer farmers recognized the value of the C.P.R., 
many of them were located some distance from the main line. Though new 
trails and ferries appeared, reaching a railway usually involved long weary 
hours behind a team in all sorts of weather, from dusty heat to a 
blinding blizzard. An agitation for branch line railway construc- 
tion soon made itself felt. Since the C . P . R .  was never able to 
keep up with this demand, farmers favoured the construction of 
competing lines, such as the Manitoba and Northwestern Railway, 
which ran from Winnipeg to  Yorkton.  T h e  reputation of the 
C.P.R. dipped in western opinion over issues like freight rates and the 
building of branches. The politics of Manitoba in the 1880's was dominated 
by railways, and federal-provincial relations were bedevilled by the at- 
tempts of the Manitoba Government to charter competing lines. It is 
perhaps not surprising that not one but two rival transcontinentals, the 
Canadian Northern and the Grand Trunk, were constructed after 1900. 

After the North West Mounted Police had been established, the land 
survey system created;the Indians confined to reservations, and a gov- 
ernment for the North West Territories organized, all in the 1870's, the 
West was ready to receive immigrants. The largest number came from 
Ontario, with smaller numbers from other parts of eastern Canada and the 
United States, and from the.United Kingdom. As early as the 1870's non 
English-speaking immigrants appeared - German-speaking Mennonites 
and Icelanders. These were the forerunners of the great flood of continen- 
tal European people who swept across the prairies seeking economic 
opportunity in the two decades before the outbreak af World War 1. The 
flood ebbed and advanced, and whenever migration showed signs of de- 
cline the federal government sought to offset it by large grants of land to 
group settlements and colonization companies, and intensified its advertis- 
ing campaign with pamphlets labelled "Homes for Millions" and "The 
Last, Best West." These government initiatives were backed up by the 
colonization departments of the railway companies. 

The report of the Dominion Lands Agent at Prince Albert for the year 
1898 conveys a first-hand impression of the state of affairs: 

You will observe from the accompanying tabulated statement that 
the number of homestead entries made shows a very marked increase 
over that of any recent year. This increase was mainly due to a very 
considerable immigration of Mennonites from Manitoba, the United 
States and Russia, into the Rosthern and Hague settlements, who were 
attracted there by the encouraging reports of the success of many of 
their co-religionists who had previously settled in those localities; for 
the same reason a still larger immigration of these people is expected 
there during the coming season. 

The year, 1 may truthfully say, has been a prosperous one. The 
harvest of 1897 was excellent; that of 1898, although not quite so 
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luxuriant, was fairly good, notwithstanding the somewhat deleterious 
effects of a frost in the month of June last, a very unusual occurrence in 
this district, which unfortunately cut down the more tender of the 
growing crops; the oat crop being the heaviest sufferer from this cause. 

The cattle industry is steadily increasing. The export trade in 
livestock for the European market is assuming considerable propor- 
tions, and the prices realized are encouraging, and are having their 
effect upon the prosperity and comforts of the people. 

Upon the whole the settlers are fairly contented with their present 
condition and hopeful for the future. The immediate construction of 
another railway line giving more direct communication with the east- 
ern markets now in prospect, will tend to allay any discontent in the 
remote eastern settlements. It will also open out for further settlement 
an immense tract of land, which for beauty, natural advantages and 
fertility cannot be surpassed in any country." 
The agent's reference to homesteaders can serve to introduce us to the 

land law. The so-called staple of land policy was the free homestead, but it 
would be misleading to suppose that all quarter sections in a township were 
available for this purpose. Normally a little less than one half the acreage of 
a township could be acquired free by homesteaders. The remainder had to 
be bought from the government or from the C.P. R. and other land-grant 
railways, or from the Hudson's Bay Company. The homesteads were 
usually scattered throughout the township on the even-numbered sections. 
Many farmers acquired homesteads along with railway lands, for it soon 
became apparent that a living could not be made on a.160-acre homestead. 

The acquisition of a homestead involved no money transaction except 
for a $1 0.00 registration fee. The duties of a homesteader were modified in a 
few respects from the time the first regulations were drafted in 1871 down 
to the year 1930 when the federal government transferred all ungranted or 
unsold public lands to the three prairie provinces. The homesteader was 
granted title to his land after at least six months' residence each year for 
three years. The regulations defined the acreage to be cultivated each year, 
and specified that a habitable house should be constructed. These duties 
remained in force throughout the pioneer period, supplemented by minor 
modifications from time to time. l 4  For example, those settlers who favored 
hamlet or village settlement, such as the Mennonites, were accommodated 
by being excused from residing on their quarter sections. 

Reference has already been made to the advertising campaigns of the 
federal government and the C.P.R. This may be illustrated by an extract 
from the 1903 report of the Superintendent of Immigration: 

. . . all told, we had to deal with 114,124 requests for information by 
mail, in addition to many personal inquiries. In response to these we 
sent out 342,372 pamphlets, maps, etc. We also sent our publications to 
52,653 addresses offarmers in the United States, procured through our 
agents, and i n  addition the German translation of theAtlas of Western 
Cnnada and the newspaper Der Nordwesten were sent to 52,000 
special addresses of Germans in the American rural districts. We also 
received and sent out 72,000 papers in the Scandinavian languages, 
circulating them in the manner calculated to produce the best results. 



We shipped to  our agents in the United States and Great Britain 575 
cases, containing 637,578 pamphlets, etc., for distribution, our total 
output of literature being thus 1,313,909 separate copies or pieces." 

No opportunity was neglected to promote western settlement. In the same 
1903 report the Superintendent noted: 

A party of Scotch curlers made a tour of Canada at the beginning of the 
present calendar year, and as several of them were understood to be 
representative agriculturists on the other side, it was felt that it would 
be proper for the department to show them some attention and to spend 
a little money in entertaining them and sending them away with a good 
impression of this country.'" 
Newspaper editors from the United Kingdom and the United States 

were transported free of charge to various districts in the hope that they 
would give favorable publicity to opportunities for farmers. Successful 
farmers were given transportation to the United Kingdom to visit their 
home districts with the same objective, and men of influence in Great 
Britain, such as Lloyd George, were given passes for visits to the Canadian 
West. 

It is impossible to measure the effects of these public-relations stimul- 
ants. The population growth of Manitoba and the North West Territories 
was impressive. Manitoba increased from about 12,000 in 1871 to 108,000 

- - -- --- - - - - - -- 
in 1886, and 255,000 in 1901. The North West Territories farming popula- - - 

tion could be measured in hundreds in 187 1, but amounted to 3 1,000 in 
1885, and 164,000 i n  1901. The decade 1901-1 1 exhibited the most dramatic 
growth in the West-from 419,000 in 1901 to 1,328,000 in 191 1. 

In the 1870's the frontier of settlement moved west through central 
Manitoba, but with the construction of the C .  P.R. the Territories exhibited 
a marked growth paralleling the railway. The smaller number of farmers 
who had moved into the Saskatchewan valley in the 1870's were linked 
rather inadequately by the railway from Regina to Prince Albert, com- 
pleted in 1890, and the Calgary-Edmonton line of 1891. The vast area 
between the Saskatchewan and the C.P.R. main line was largely occupied 
in the fifteen years preceding the War. Another extract from the Commis- 
sioner of Immigration's report for 1903 comments on the first settlements 
in part of this region: 

J. H.  Gooderham, sub-agent of Dominion lands at Touchwood Hills, 
Assiniboia, reports the gradual opening up of his district for settle- 
ment, notwithstanding its distance from a railway at the present time. 
He says there is no more suitable tract of country than the Touchwood 
Hills for mixed farming, as it has all the requisites-good soil, timber, 
hay and water; and those settlers who have already gone into grain- 
raising have proved that the product is of a very superior quality. 
Owing to the distance from railway, this district has not been largely 
favoured by immigrants, but those who went there a number of years 
ago from Ontario and the old country, with practically nothing of 
commercial value, are today independent, and have secured every 
reasonable comfort. With the advent of the Kirkella branch of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway, this locality will form a very desirable 
location for a number of settlers from this time forward. 



F. J. Musgrave, sub-agent of Dominion lands at Estevan, As- 
siniboia, reports 523 homesteads applied for through his office, and 
about 10,000 acres of land under cultivation in the immediate district, 
the greater part of which is under flax. All settlers appear to be well 
pleased with the country, and the conditions of the weather have been 
such as to make crop prospects all that ,could be desired. 

R. M. Mitchell, sub-agent of Domlnion lands at Weyburn, As- 
siniboia, reports the arrival of a large number of American settlers of a 
thrifty class, and creditable to any nation. They appearto beanxious to 
find out the laws of Canada and obey them. It is pointed out that there 
is a large quantity of good land south-west of Weyburn, yet unsur- 
veyed, which could be immediately settled if the new-comers could be 
properly located. One thousand one hundred and ninety-five (1,195) 
homesteads were taken through this sub-agency during the year." 
In this last great frontier area group settlements of European immi- 

grants were conspicuous. But there were also a few group settlements of 
British origin, notably the Barr Colonists and the Patagonian Welsh. 

The group settlements were served primarily by the Canadian North- 
ern Railway and the Grand Trunk Pacific main lines and their branches, 
although C.P.R. branch lines were also in the picture. There were also 
many settlers in these areas who came as individuals or families, chiefly 
from Eastern Canada and the British Isles. Economic opportunity, the 
chance to own one's own farm, was the dominant motive of the pioneers, 
although political and social conditions in their homelands also played a 
part in the migration. 

Many of the pioneers had previous farming experience, but many had 
none. These latter were assisted by land guides and neighbors who had 
arrived earlier. 

Having provided himself with some implements and supplies, and a 
few oxen or horses, the next task for the settler was to build a house, using 
materials at hand-sod in the treeless plains and logs in the parkland. Only 
a few could pay for lumber for a frame house and barn. 

Breaking the sod was the next task, and a formidable one in the 
parkland, where tree growth had to be removed. Flax was often the first 
crop, to break up the sod and to clean out the wire worms, but some 
pioneers planted wheat immediately. Pole fences protected the crops at the 
start. Barbed wire was adopted by many from the 1880's on. 

The federal government's experimental farm system was founded in 
1886, headed b y  William Saunders, with its headquarters in Ottawa. 
Branches were soon established at Brandon and Indian Head, and the 
system was of immense value to the pioneers. The tillage practice of 
summer-fallowing was publicized by the farm staff after its benefits were 
realized about 1885. Among other ventures, experiments with early- 
maturing wheat were the most important. 

Red Fife, a n  Ontario wheat, probably of Scandinavian or north Rus- 
sian origin, was the wheat of the pioneer years of western development. Its 
only defect was that it involved a fairly lengthy growing season in a region 
subject to early frost. Charles Saunders, William's son, was appointed 
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Dominion Cerealist in 1903, and in his 1909-10 report he reviewed the 
history of experiments to secure an earlier-maturing variety than Red Fife: 

When the Dominion Experimental Farms were first established, the 
settlement of the great prairie country of central and western Canada 
had not progressed very far, and there were various problems of vital 
importance connected with the growing of wheat on the plains which 
awaited investigation. Hence it was natural that special attention 
should be paid to these new sections of country. While, therefore, the 
needs of the older farming districts have not been overlooked, and 
results of value to them have been reached along various lines of 
research, the most interesting branches of our work have been those 
concerning the great wheat-growing plains. The  short summer of the 
prairies emphasized the need for early maturing varieties of wheat, 
while the long distance between the farmer and the main centers of 
wheat consumption made it essential that only such varieties should be 
grown as would command an exceptionally high price in the world's 
markets, so that the cost of transporting the grain would be relatively 
low. 

The prairie settlers found the famous Zed Fife wheat very satis- 
factory on the whole, except in regard to the time taken to mature the 
crop, which, in the less favourable seasons, was rather too long; so that 
the fields were sometimes touched with frost before the grain was 
ready to be cut, thus very seriously lessening the farmers' income. In 
hardness of kernel and in flour strength (the characteristics which 
perhaps chiefly determine the selling price of any wheat) this variety 
ranks at the head of its class. What was needed, therefore, for the great 
wheat-growing plains was an early Red Fife, a variety having all the 
good qualities of ordinary Red Fife with the added excellence of 
earliness. 

To  meet this need, early ripening varieties of wheat were imported 
from various countries by the Director of the Experimental Farms 
and, at as early a date as possible, experiments in cross-breeding were 
begun for the purpose of combining in one sort all the desired 
qualities . . . . I s  

From these experiments the famous Marquis wheat emerged, and 
Saunders goes on to say: 

Marquis proved remarkably successful at many points last season, the 
yield of over 200 bushels from a 4-acre field on the Brandon Experi- 
mental Farm being worthy of special notice. Several farmers in North- 
ern Saskatchewan grew it with unusually good results. The best sam- 
ple which reached the Cerealist's office was grown by Mr. E. B. Cav at 
Beatty, Sask., and showed the phenomenal weight of 66% pounds to 
the measured bushel. Other very fine samples were received from Mr. 
Martin Dornian, of Disley, Sask. (65 pounds per bushel), and from Mr. 
L. T. Symonds, of Marshall, Sask. (64% pounds per bushel). In 
addition to its earliness, Marquis wheat is very desirable in certain 
sections on account of its somewhat shorter straw than Red Fife. Its 
good appearance and excellent baking records have been discussed in 
previous reports. 

Taking all points into consideration, Marquis wheat is recom- 
mended as the most promising sort at present available for farmers who 
require a hard, red wheat of high baking strength and ripening earlier 
than Red Fife.19 



PRAIR IE  A G R I C U L T U R E  T O  1914 43 

'The experiences of the early settlers are perhaps best illustrated In 
their own words. The following extract from the reminiscences of Mrs. 
Elizabeth Ruthig2~11ustrates many of the generalizations about early 
prairie agriculture which have been drawn above: 

In 1907, 1 married Phil Ruthig, at Kitchener, Ontario. We lived a year 
and a half a t  Waterloo and Galt. Then, in 1909, came the great oppor- 
tunity. M arents, Henry and Caroline Ruhl, though then in their 
fifties, h a i t t e  fortitude to come West to the adventure of homestead- 
ing, with my two brothers, Jacob and Henry, twenty-three and 
twenty-one, and a sister, Caroline, sixteen. They persuaded Phil and 1 
to come along, and as we had hoped some day to see the Western 
plains, we decided this was our chance . . . . 

Each day, from a southeast corner on Coteau Street [Moose 
 awl, we watched the pageant of many families in horse and ox-drawn 
wagons, starting on t h e ~ r  long journey to the south, heav~ly laden w ~ t h  
supplies. Often there would be a caravan of from fifty to sixty teams. 
The stubborn oxen had a weakness for water holes. There was a tele- 
phone pole in the center of a large one, north of our house, east of the 
trail. It amused us to see oxen head for this hole and stop with one on 
each side of the pole. Then the driver would have to wade in and tug 
and pull to get them out, or unhitch them. There were anxious mom- 
ents for us, wondering what lay ahead for them. We knew our turn 
was coming. 

The Land Office was in Moose Jaw and after waiting our turn and 
finding where to go, father, husband Phil and brothers Jacob and 
Henry, left in April with two wagons well loaded with such supplies as 
lumber, food and bedding. They were fortunate in securing a section 
and a half of land. . . . 

In the spring of 1910 we built our one room sod shack, with 
shingled roof and board floor. Inside, the ceiling was of V-joint and 
painted white. Building paper covered the mud plastered walls, then 
flowered wall paper. Net curtains adorned the three small windows. 
We were so  thrilled with our first little home in the West. 

After four years of travelling back and forth to Moose Jaw by 
wagon-each spring going to spend six months in the city where my 
husband did carpenter work, each fall returning to the homestead for 
the winter-we decided to equip ourselves with horses and implements 
for farm life. Father had done the necessary breaking for homestead 
duties on our land. So in the fall of 1913 we left Moose Jaw with a load 
of furniture, making a canopy over all with the lineoleum. 1 sat on a 
trunk under it, prairie schooner style, so the wind couldn't reach me. 
That was the last of our journeying back and forth. 

In 1914 broncho horses were bought at a hundred dollars each 
from ranchers to the southeast. What exciting times there were break- 
ing these horses for driving! They were of no use until proper1 y broken. 
The oxen had been pretty slow going. They could not stand the heat of 
the day, so it meant early rising. The fields were plowed from dawn till 
nine in the morning, then out again from five till dusk in the evening. 

The first grain was sown by hand, till seed drills were available, or 
could be purchased. The crop was cut with a mower, raked into long 
rows with a horse rake, then tied into bundles by hand. In the nice 
days, during the winter, the bundles, stored in granaries were placed in 
a wagon box and threshed with a home made flail. The  chaff was 
removed, and to clean the grain for seed a pailful was brought into the 
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house and poured on the table. We would all sit round and pick out the 
kernels for seed. It took many hours and days, but was apastime when 
chill winds blew and snow and blizzards prevailed. 

The first loads of grain were hauled to Vanguard, a distance of fifty 
miles. It usually took three days to make the trip. Soon another railway 
came, from Moose Jaw to Eastend, in 1913. That, too, seemed a great 
distance, but by leaving in the early morning and returning late at night, 
this trip, twenty-two miles to Meyronne, and twenty-two back, could 
be made in a day. 
In the mechanization of agriculture the West did not lag far behind 

Ontario. The first mechanical thresher, using a stationary steam engine, 
appeared in the Red River Settlement in the 1860's. Twine binders were 
used to some extent on the plains in the 1880's. The first steam traction 
engines, used for threshing and plowing, date from the 1890's. While a 
harvester combine was imported from California to Saskatchewan shortly 
before World War 1, this machine was not widely used until the 1920's. 

As is well known, the advance of mechanization increased the capital 
cost of maintaining or acquiring a farm. The emergence of the 800-acre 
farm (the average size of a prairie Farm today) and the drastic reduction of 
the number of family farms are direct consequences of mechanization. The 
growth of urban centers, with Regina, Saskatoon, Calgary and Edmonton 
rivalling the earlier dominance of Winnipeg, has produced a large class of 
urbanites who know as little of farm life as the average New Yorker. As the 
economy of the prairies has changed, the role of agriculture has undergone 
a relative decline. But the problems faced by farmers have been remarka- 
bly persistent. 

During the pioneer period, issues of mutual concern to farmers led to 
formation of Grain Growers Associations after 1900. These inevitably 
became pressure groups operating on provincial and federal politicians. 
The  original organizations are the parents of the more varied and 
specialized organizations of today. The continuity of the problems, how- 
ever, is striking: orderly marketing, freight rates (including the Crow's 
Nest Pass agreement), branch railway lines, elevator facilities, the max- 
imum use of the port of Churchill and the Hudson Bay Railway. All remain 
subjects of debate today. Whatever the future resolution of those problems 
will be, Canada must recognize the special position of the West as a source 
of foodstuffs, and of the Western farmer as a person entitled to a stable 
standard of living at least equal to the national average. In a hungry world, 
the national responsibility for enabling the prairie farmer to make max- 
imum use of prairie soil while conserving its fertility cannot be escaped. 
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ABSTRACT. The Cypress Hills is an isolated plateau rising above the Great Plains of south- 
eastern Alberta and southwestern Saskatchewan. Although almost 200 miles from the Rocky 
Mountains, the topographic prominence of the plateau has resulted in vegetation and wildlife 
similar to those of the mountains. When Palliser visited the Hills in 1859 he described them as 
an "oasis." 

Throughout time the varied resources of the Hills have been valued by the people of the 
surrounding region, from early man to today's recreationists. This has led to extensive 
exploitation of wildlife, timber, water, forage, and recreational resources. Countering this 
exploitation have been continuing conservation efforts designed to mitigate the abuse of the 
resources of the Hills. 

This cause and effect relationship has been unfolding for over a century, so that conserva- 
tion efforts in the Hills have paralleled the events of the larger "Canadian Conservation 
Movement." The changing landscape of the Cypress Hills thus reflects maturing Canadian 
attitudes towards the environment. 

R ~ S U M ~  
Les collines de Cypress Hills forment un plateau isolt qui s'tlkve au-dessus des Grandes 
Plaines du sud-est de I'Alberta et du sud-ouest de la Saskatchewan. De par sa protminence 
topographique, le plateau, bien que situt i 200 milles environ des Montagnes Rocheuses, a 
une vtgCtation et une faune semblables B celles des Montagnes. Lors de sa visite en 1859, 
Palliser compara les collines B une oasis. 
A travers les Sges, les difftrentes ressources des "Collines" ont t t t  apprCciCes par les 
populations des rCgions environnantes, des premiers hommes aux responsables des loisirs de 
nos jours. Cela a abouti i une exploitation extensive de la faune, du bois, du fourrage et des 
ressources rtcrtatives. Pour contrer cette exploitation, des efforts incessants ont t t t  fournis 
pour prCserver les "Collines" et modCrer le mauvais usage de leurs ressources. 
Cette relation de cause B effet se dCroule depuis plus d'un sit-cle, si bien que les efforts de 
prCservation des "Collines" ont souvent CtC parallt-les aux efforts du "Mouvement pour la 
PrCservation du Canada", .plus important. 
Ainsi, le paysage changeant des "Cypress Hills" reflt-te I'attitude plus rCflCchie des Cana- 
diens par rapport B I'environnement. 

People have their special places. Artists, writers, and poets have been 
inspired by particular landscapes and have immortalized them. One re- 
flects on the rain forests of Emily Carr, the prairies of W. 0 .  Mitchell, the 
North of Robert Service. Throughout the art galleries and libraries of every 
nation these essential arts are preserved. Collectively artists and writers 
and their work have constituted a traditional focus for a nation's cultural 
expression. 

Similarly, countries themselves have their special places-landscapes 
which embody or symbolize an essential aspect of that nation's culture. 
This is especially so for Canada. Canadians have had an abundance of land 
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upon which to build a civilization reflecting their values and their definition 
of progress. Man's actual interaction with the land-with axe and plow- 
-produces a bold record of Canadian attitudes, both beneficial and harm- 
ful, towards the environment. Landscape itself, properly interpreted, con- 
stitutes a honu.fide historical document. Where a consistent theme man- 
ifests itself upon a landscape, that particular landscape becomes an authen- 
tic form of cultural expression. 

One such landscape is the Cypress Hills of southeastern Alberta and 
southwestern Saskatchewan; there a theme illustrating Canadian conser- 
vation activities has been unfolding for over a century. And, although the 
conservation movement in Canada, which originated as an attitude and 
eventually gained legal sanction, comprises many nation-wide events, 
activities in the Cypress Hills effectively highlight major elements of the 
larger "Canadian Conservation Movement." 

Throughout time the varied resources ofthe Hills have been valued by 
the people of the surrounding region. From earliest man, who fashioned 
stone implements from the quartzite cobbles of the strata capping the 
plateau, to the present day ranchers, who utilize the fescue grassland of the 
tableland for grazing, man's relationship to the Hills has been one of 
exploitation. 

During the period when the dominant economy was the subsistence 
pattern of the Indian, man's impact on the land was minor. With the 
introduction of the white man's profit-oriented commercial system, how- 
ever, this impact soon became significant. By 1879 the bison had been 
virtually eliminated from the Hills, the grizzly sometime in the 1890's, the 
elk by 1909, the cougar by about 1914, and the wolf by about 1925; in 
addition, the Hills were reported to be largely denuded of forest cover by 
about 1900. ' 

Countering this characteristic trend to overuse the "commons" (the 
public land used in common by a number of people) have been continuing 
conservation efforts designed to mitigate the abuse of the resources of the 
Hills. Consequently, an important conservation theme has manifested 
itself in the Cypress Hills and is reflected in that landscape. The Cypress 
Hills are uniquely stamped by the evolving spirit of the Canadian Conser- 
vation Movement. 

The Cypress Hills is an isolated plateau rising above the northwestern 
Great Plains; it is approximately 100 miles long from east to west and 25 
miles wide. T o  the south and east the Hills rise gently out of the plains, 
become more elevated in a westerly direction, and finally terminate ab- 
ruptly to the north and west to provide dramatic vistas of the glacially 
sculptured landscape a thousand feet below. The Hills form a major drain- 
age divide. Streams flowing north join the South Saskatchewan River 
which empties into Hudson's Bay; streams flowing south join the Missouri 
River system and flow to the Gulf of Mexico. 
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Although almost 200 miles from the Rocky Mountains, the slopes and 
coulees of the plateau are dominated by a coniferous forest of lodgepole 
pine and white spruce; here the wildlife is also characteristic of the moun- 
tains. A visitor can observe moose and hear the chattering of the red 
squirrel and the song of the Swainson's thrush. Occasionally the wild 
orchids of the Hills are encountered. The flat tableland, or bench, of the 
plateau is dominated by the rich fescue grassland made especially colourful 
by the yellow-flowering shrubby cinquefoil and blue lupins. Here one can 
encounter the pronghorn antelope, the coyote, and the meadowlark. 
Transitional between these two communities are aspen groves and mixed 
aspenllodgepole pine forests. Along their edges elk and deer can be seen 
browsing or a skunk observed; here too nest yellow warblers. The wild 
rose is common in open aspen stands. Along the several lakes and streams 
of the area the beaver and the great blue heron animate the scene; in 
addition, several pairs of the rare trumpeter swan nest in the Hills. 

Captain John Palliser, who travelled to the Hills in 1859, concisely 
captured their image when he wrote: "The Cypress Mountains formed 
indeed a great contrast to the level country through which we have been 
travelling; they are covered with timber, much of which is very valuable for 
building purposes, the soil is rich, and the supply of water abundant. These 
hills are a perfect oasis in the desert we have travelled. . . ."l 

The present landscape is different, however, from the "natural" land- 
scape of several centuries ago. To  be sure, the dark silhouette of the 
wooded slopes still commands the approaching visitor's attention and 
builds a sense of anticipation, as it must have done for earlier travellers. 
And, if the record of history could be ignored, one could readily imagine a 
timeless, windswept plateau little changed since antiquity. However, his- 
torical account reveals only too vividly that the environment has been 
altered dramatically and that we must turn to the journals of earlier travel- 
lers to animate what has been. 

The landscape of the Cypress Hills and the surrounding region which 
the Indians and the first white explorers beheld was a "buffalo landscape"; 
the hordes of bison numbered in the millions. In 1802 Peter Fidler recorded 
that along the South Saskatchewan River near its confluence with the Red 
Deer "the ground literally was black with them for a great d i ~ t a n c e . " ~  In 
1805 Lewis and Clark'described the plains along the Missouri River near 
the junction of the Yellowstone as being "animated by vast herds of 
buffalo, deer, elk and antelope."" Other accounts reveal that the Great 
Plains rang with different sounds during buffalo days. In 1843, John James 
Audubon wrote: "Thousands and thousands of Buffalo . . . the roaring of 
these animals resembles the grunting of hogs, with a rolling sound from the 
throat . . . the roaring could be heard for  mile^."^ 

The myriad buffalo wallows located on the Cypress Hills plateau are a 
tangible but silent reminder that this landscape was once characterized by 
numerous bison, heavily grazed grasslands, well-worn trails, billowing 
clouds of dust, and a different milieu of sights and sounds and smells. 
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The Cypress Hills "ousis" contrasts shurply with the surrounding Great 
Plains. 

From the quurtzite cobbles of the plateuu cuprock early man fashioned 
stone tools. 
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Although attention focuses on the bison because of its dominant role in 
the ecosystem, it speaks symbolically for a vast associated fauna consisting 
of thousands to millions of birds and animals: deer, elk, antelope, grizzlies, 
wolves, beaver, eagles and hawks, ducks and geese, and pigeons. Today's 
tranquil vistas and peaceful surroundings belie the abundance of yesterday 
when the area possessed an animal life of great variety and plenty. It must 
have been a scene duplicated within our lifetime only in  such places as the 
savannas of Africa. 

The wanderings of early man upon the northwestern Great Plains are 
marked by scattered artifacts such as the familiar lance-shaped and 
notched arrowheads. Although a variety of such points have been un- 
earthed within the Cypress Hills, an important type of artifact association 
there consists of stone implements comprising quartzite flakes, cobble 
tools, and fire-treated rocks all fashioned from the cobbles of the cap rock 
of the plateau. From these various artifacts we gain an indistinct glimpse of 
prehistoric man's persistent quest for livelihood, his evolving technology, 
and his relatively modest use of the bison, elk, beaver, and other resources 
of the Cypress Hills. 

The writings of some of the very early white travellers and traders 
indicate that the Blackfoot and Assiniboine of the Cypress Hills region 
initially pursued a pedestrian way of life similar to that of early man. 
However, with the acquisition of the horse in the early 1700's, the cultures 
of the northwestern plains had been revolutionized. Upon the dual found- 
ation of the horse and the bison they had built a successful life-style which 
was reaching its apex when the Europeans began to arrive in the Cypress 
Hills area in the late 1700's. 

Early journals document a varied utilization of the Hills by these 
tribes: hunting, wintering, plant collecting. war and scouting, religious 
ceremonies, and burials. This is illustrated by the following reference to the 
sundance ceremony: "In the Green-Grass Moon [June] of that summer, 
Many Horses councilled with our medicine man and foremost warriors, 
and they decided that we should make our great, every summer offering to 
sun this time at Divided Mountains [Cypress ~ i l l s l . " ~  Here then existed a 
colourful and diverse culture of mounted nomads pursuing a subsistence 
economy which, because of their perceptions and technological capability, 
was not destructive of the ecosystem of which they were a part. 

The early explorers, who constituted the vanguard of the fur trade, 
penetrated the northwestern Great Plains via the two great river systems, 
the Saskatchewan and the Missouri, which subsequently became the 
routes of commerce and settlement. Largely because of the remoteness of 
the Hills within this region, the actual physical presence of the fur trade 
was not established until 1871, when Isaac Cowie established a Hudson's 
Bay Company trading post in the Hills for the winter. This protracted 
isolation of the Hills was to result in their becoming a de fucto sanctuary 
amidst the waves of advancing change. 
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Inexorably, however, the effects of the fur trade began to close in on 
the Hills. Although the focus of the fur trade remained the North Saskatch- 
ewan River and the northern forests where the furs were harvested, the 
southern Canadian plains became a bulwark of the trade, with dire conse- 
quences. The swift-moving brigades plying the northern rivers were de- 
pendent upon the huge quantities of pemmican taken from the plains. By 
the 1860's the subsistence harvesting of the bison and associated animals 
had accelerated to become commercial mining. Numerous other factors 
conspired to ensure the demise of the bison: the horse, the rifle, a commer- 
cial economic emphasis, the gold rush, whisky traders, commercial hide 
hunters, the railroad, and subsequent settlement. 

Although the destruction of the bison pervaded the Great Plains, the 
role of the Cypress Hills area as a last refuge for the aboriginal plains 
landscape gives it a unique symbolic value in highlighting the plight of the 
bison, as well as other forms of wildlife such as the beaver.' 

Concern over the wanton depletion of wildlife had surfaced by the late 
1700's. David Thompson, Canada's premier geographer, perceived this 
situation in the case of the beaver as early as 1793 when he wrote: "Every 
intelligent man saw the poverty that would follow the destruction of the 
Beaver, but there were no chiefs to control it; all was perfect liberty and 

-- - - -  - - -- 
equality. Four years afterwards almost the whole of these extensive ter- - - -  - -  - 

ritories was denuded of Beaver. . . And regarding the bison, observant 
travellers in the United States in the 1830's were predicting its extermina- 
tion. Painter George Catlin observed in 1832 that the buffalo were "rapidly 
wasting away at the approach of civilized man . . . in a very few years to 
live only in books or on c a n ~ a s . " ~  

With regard to the Cypress Hills, however, concern over bison deple- 
tion does not seem to have gained expression until the 1850's. In 1857 the 
plains Cree resolved in council that: "ln consequence of the promises 
often made and broken by white men and half-breeds, and the rapid 
destruction by them of the buffalo . . . they would not permit either the 
white men or half-breeds to hunt in their territory. . . 

In response to earlier evidence of depletion of small fur-bearing ani- 
mals, the Hudson's Bay Company, shortly after its amalgamation with the 
North West Company in 1821, introduced measures to conserve the beaver 
and other valued fur-bearers. By 1826 a system of sustained yield was being 
attempted. Growing competition with the Americans, however, rendered 
this program ineffective. 

With the transfer of Rupert's Land to the newly formed Dominion of 
Canada in 1869, conservation efforts affecting the Cypress Hills fell to the 
government of the North West Territories. In 1877 this government made a 
forlorn attempt to save the bison by passing an ordinance aimed at reducing 
the rate of slaughter. These regulations forbade the use of buffalo pounds, 
the wanton destruction of buffalo at any season, and the killing of animals 
under two years of age. The impossibility of enforcing these regulations, 
however, rendered this program ineffective also. Nonetheless, the recur- 
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rent theme of man over-exploiting the resources of the Hills now had, in an 
incipient form at least, the crucial counter-balance of conservation con- 
cern; and evidence of this concern had been demonstrated at the official 
level. 

Foreshadowing settlement were the various government expeditions 
sent out to assess possible routes for a transcontinental railroad and to 
evaluate the possibilities for settlement in the northwestern Great Plains. 
The expedition under Captain John Palliser visited the Cypress Hills in 
1859. In addition to characterizing the Hills as an "oasis," his report 
delineated the famous Palliser "triangle" or arid region of southern Al- 
berta and Saskatchewan. It was a region "deficient in wood, water and 
grass . . . not . . . fitted for permanent habitation of civilized man . . . a 
vast tract of country which, with few exceptions, is arid, treeless and 
sandy . . . a portion of the true American desert."ll 

Palliser's report proved prophetic in foreseeing the difficulties of 
establishing agricultural settlement in this region. It also illuminates the 
special value which the Cypress Hills' resources of timber, water, and 
forage were to have for settlers of the surrounding region. 

By the mid-1870's ranchers from Montana had begun to drive their 
cattle on to the Canadian plains. In 1875 Fort Walsh was established in the 
Hills by the North West Mounted Police, and almost immediately a small 
village also sprang up. The non-nomadic occupancy of this site and the 
diminishing wildlife resources of the Hills foretold the coming of a new era. 
A further influx of ranchers to the region followed the completion of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway to Maple Creek in 1883. Subsequent homestead- 
ing in the early 1900's completed the initial phase of the settlement of the 
Hills area. 

For the settlers the resources of the Hills constituted a bounty of 
nature. The scope of their utilization was significant: "Journeys of up to 
sixty miles or more were made to haul timber. Twenty to forty wagons 
might daily pass along the main trails to the  hill^."'^ Furthermore, settlers 
from up to several townships away went to the benchland for hay to 
supplement their own supplies. In addition, dozens of irrigation projects 
sprang up in and around the Hills. 

By the turn of the century, the unregulated demands placed upon these 
resources threatened their depletion on a scale comparable to that of wild- 
life. In 1893 the Superintendent of the North West Mounted Police in 
Maple Creek reported: "the supply (of timber) in the Hills is rapidly getting 
short, owing to the encroachments of settlers and destruction by fire."13 
This atmosphere of luissez-faire exploitation was not only sanctioned by 
prevailing attitudes but was the tacit policy of the Macdonald government. 
The objective was to forge a Canadian nation as swiftly as possible; the 
tools of this policy in the West were the transcontinental railway, liberal 
immigration policies, free homesteads, and the abundant natural resources 
of the region. It was apparent, however, to many concerned observers that 
the public timber and water resources of the Cypress Hills would require 
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The grassy slopes along Battle Creek provide excellent winter runge for 
deer and elk. 

Many of the upper watershed areas remain as virtually unexplored 
wilderness. 
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regulation if the renewable resources were to be utilized on a sustained- 
yield lqasis. 

By the early 1900's the concern which had manifested itself over the 
exploitation of Canada's natural resources was making conservation the 
issue of the times. Further support was added to the movement by events in 
the United States. There spirited debate between John Muir of the Sierra 
Club and Gifford Pinchot of the U.S. Forest Service highlighted the 
preservation versus "wise use" (sustained yield) conservation arguments; 
in the public arena President Teddy Roosevelt was pressing for conserva- 
tion legislation. 

In 1906 the first Canadian Forestry Convention was held; it was a 
milestone in giving wide exposure to conservation ideas. That same year 
the Dominion Forest Reserves Act was passed; it illustrates the tenor of 
much of the subsequent legislation: "for the maintenance and protection of 
the timber growing or  which may hereafter grow hereon, for the 
protection . . . of the animals and birds therein, and the fish in the waters 
therein, and for the maintenance of conditions favourable to a continuous 
water s ~ p p l y . " ' ~  One of the first forest reserves established under the Act 
was the Cypress Hills Forest Reserve, which included a portion of the 
Hills forest resource. 

In 1909 the next major event unfolded-the North American Conser- 
vation Conference involving the United States, Canada, and Mexico. This 
led to the establishment of the Canadian Commission of Conservation that 
same year; although the Commission was active for only twelve years, it 
was instrumental in formulating systematic resource-management'policy. 

These events gave impetus to the passage of the Dominion Forest 
Reserves and Parks Act in 191 1, in which a distinction was now drawn 
between forest reserves where wise use was to be emphasized and parks 
where landscape protection was the primary emphasis. The inclusion of 
the remainder of the Cypress Hills forest resource within a federal forestry 
reserve accompanied this Act. 

In 1930 the control of natural resources in Alberta and Saskatchewan 
was transferred to the provinces. In Alberta, the Cypress Hills Forest 
Reserve, initially managed under the Forest Reserves Act, eventually 
became today's Cypress Hills Provincial Park under the Provincial Parks 
and Protected Areas Act. In Saskatchewan, the Reserve, which com- 
prised three blocks, became the Cypress Hills Provincial Forest (west 
block) and the Cypress Hills Provincial Park (centre block) under the 
Forest Act and the Provincial Parks and Protected Areas Act respectively. 
The east block was eventually designated a provincial community pasture. 

Today, in keeping with the resurgence of environmental concern, 
further affirmation of natural values is being undertaken in the Cypress 
Hills. Both the Alberta and Saskatchewan governments are evaluating new 
Master Plan studies aimed at reassessing multiple-use priorities and op- 
timizing park uses. In addition, historic Fort Walsh, which highlights an 
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especially colourful episode in the history of the Hills, is being restored by 
the federal government. 

In reflecting on the many occurrences in the Cypress Hills which have 
paralleled the events of the larger Canadian Conservation Movement, a 
significant maturing of Canadian attitudes towards the environment ap- 
pears to have taken place: from the initial benign influence of the plains 
Indians, to the widespread exploitation of virtually all the renewable re- 
sources, to the implementation of conservation measures, to the further 
affirmation of natural values within provincial and national parks. It is 
fitting that the story of the Canadian Conservation Movement be embodied 
within the Cypress Hills setting with its several parks. Traditionally, three 
consistent themes have pervaded park objectives: nature preservation, 
historic preservation, and outdoor recreation. Today, two new themes are 
taking shape: (1) the desire to preserve the total cultural heritage of a region 
or a nation, and (2) the desire to gain a better understanding of man's role in 
the environment and to apply this understanding to park and resource 
management. 

The Cypress Hills is a landscape of unique Canadian significance. It 
not only highlights Canada's conservation heritage, but also provides a 
setting for discovering new insights into an evolving Canadian land ethic. 

FOOTNOTES 
' R.  C. Scace, Tlze Management crnd Use o j 'o  Canadian Plains Oasis: 7'he Cypress Hil ls 

Public Reserves, unpublished Ph.D. thesis, University of Calgary, 1972. 
I .  Spry (ed.), The Palliser Papers, The Champlain Society, Toronto, 1968. 

' P. Fidler, "The Journals of 1800 - 1801 and 1801 - 1802," in Saskrctchewc~n Journuls u~zd 
Corrc~spondence, edited by Johnston, London, 1967. 
Lewis and Clark, History of the Expedition Under the Command of Lcwis and Clark, 
edited by E. Coues, 3 Vols., New York, 1965. 

' J .  Audubon,Amduhon and His  Journrrl.~, edited by J .  J. Audubon and M. Audubon, 2 vols., 
New York, 1960. 

" J.  W. Schultz, Blackfeet undBrrfftrlo: Memories ofLifeAmonji thel~zdians, Norman, 1962. 
' J .  G. Nelson, The Last Refuge, Montreal, 1973. 

D. Thompson, David Thompson's Narrative, 1784-1812. edited by K.  Glover, Toronto, 
1962. 
G .  Catlin, lllu,strations yf the Manners, Customs and Conditions ofthe North American 
Indians, 2 vols., London, 1848. 
E. D. Branch, The Hunting of the Buffalo, Lincoln, 1962. 

" J. Palliser in Sorv. on cit.. and W .  F.  Butler. The Great Lonc Land, London, 1872. , , , .  . 
l 2  Scace, op. cil.  
l 3  Canada, Sessional Paper - No.  15, 1893. 
l 4  Canada, Forr,st Reservc,s Act ,  1906. 





THE BIBLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
IN THE WEST 

W. H.  BROOKS 
Department of History, St. Paul's College, University of Manitoba 

ABSTRACT. The Bible Christians were a branch of the eighteenth-century English 
Methodist movement. The group developed in Devon and Cornwall and by 1817 had parted 
company with the regular Wesleyan Methodists. They came to the Canadian West as early as 
1878. Their intention was not to evangelize but simply to provide pastors for Bible Christian 
families who had arrived in the West. This modest ambition was more easily fulfilled because 
of the remarkable homogeneity of Bible Christian settlement; most of their families had come 
originally from Devon and Cornwall, many via Prince Edward Island and Ontario. 

Conditions in western Canada were difficult for the Bible Christians. Having lost the 
emotional and mystical enthusiasm of earlier days, they differed from the mainstream 
Methodists in only a few relatively insignificant characteristics. Thus there was little to 
prevent their disappearance into the great Methodist union of 1884. Despite their relatively 
short existence in western Canada, their experiences serve to illustrate the changes in 
traditional practices which may occur as an immigrant group settles in and adapts to a "new" 
area. 

RESUME 
Les "chrCtiens fondamentalistes" (Bible Christians) formaient une branche du mouvement 
mtthodiste anglais. Le groupe se dtveloppa dans le Devon et  la Cornouaille. En 1817, ils 
s'ttaient dtja stparCs des MCthodistes Wesleyens traditionnels. Ils vinrent dans I'Ouest 
canadien d t s  1878. Leur intention n'Ctait pas d'kangtliser mais de fournir des pasteurs aux 
familles appartenant 5 la secte qui ttaient dtjBarrivCes dans I'Ouest. Cette ambition modeste 
se rtalisa d'autant plus facilement que la colonie de "Chrttiens" Ctait tr ts  homogkne. La 
plupart des familles venaient du Devon et de la Cornouaille, via 1'Ile du Prince Edouard et 
['Ontario. 

Leurs conditions de vie ttaient trks difficiles dans I'Ouest. Ayant perdu leur en- 
thousiasme Cmotionnel et  mystique des debuts, ils ne difftraient plus du courant mtthodiste 
traditionnel que par quelques caractkristiques infimes. Rien donc ne pouvait empecher leur 
disparition lors de leur inttgration 5 la Grande Union MCthodiste en 1884. En dtpit de leur 
existence relativement courte dans I'Ouest, leurs exptriences peuvent servir d'exemple, si 
I'on ttudie les changements qui se produisent dans les habitudes traditionnelles lorsqu'un 
groupe d'immigrants s'ttablit dans une rtgion "nouvelle" et s'y adapte. 

In the settlement of a "new" area, the processes by which traditional 
institutions of the immigrant groups are transferred, modified or aban- 
doned are of considerable interest. This paper examines the brief history of 
one of the more unusual branches of English Methodism which established 
itself for a short time in the Canadian prairies before being absorbed into 
the general Methodist union of 1884. This particular branch was known as 
the Bible Christian Church, although its members were often referred to 
simply as "Bible Christians." The church existed in Ontario, and this area, . . 

as usual, was the seat of officialdom. From Ontario came the direction of 
the western work, and here were the largest number of Canadian Bible 
Christians. The adherents of the church in Manitoba, however, had pecul- 
iar links with the original founders of the movement in England. They were 
also unusual in that many of them had come from Prince Edward Island. 
Finally, they appear to have been a remarkably homogeneous group, and 



some of their families have preserved a sense of their peculiar identity 
down to the present day.' 

The movement had its origins in Devon and Cornwall, but appeared 
first in Devon at the end of the eighteenth century. William O'Bryan, the 
son of a wealthy Cornish landowner, was converted to Methodism in 1795 
and immediately became a lay preacher. His enthusiastic and evangelical 
preaching brought many into Methodist classes and congregations in both 
Devon and Cornwall. O'Bryan tended to ignore the conventional 
Methodist circuit boundaries, preaching wherever he found spiritual 
need.* The mainstream Methodists always felt that enthusiasm had to be 
directed and controlled, first by Wesley himself and later by the great 
complex of the Wesleyan organization. Individuals such as O'Bryan. 
however admirable their particular case or character, could not be toler- 
ated on principle. By 1815 O'Bryan had finally left the regular Methodist 
organization and was engaged in setting up the Methodist class and circuit 
system under his own control. 0'Bryan was joined by James Thorne, who 
is generally regarded as the chief architect of the Bible Christian Church. 

After the first Quarterly Meeting in 1816, the new denomination 
spread rapidly throughout the west of England. They differed from the 
mainstream Wesleyans in several important ways. They were strongly 
mystical and relied heavily on direction by an "inner light." Their meetings 
were very emotional long after the regular Methodists had passed this stage 
in their development. They used young women as travelling evangelists to 
bring classes to "decisions." On such occasions the woman would exhort 
the meeting, raising the members to a high emotional pitch at which point 
many would stand up, spontaneously confess their past sins, and announce 
their intention to sin no more (with God's help). Bible Christian groups 
tended to merge or co-operate with the Quakers and shared the Quaker 
attitudes to both dress and titles. They even tended to use the archaic 
language of the Quakers. Their most significant difference from the main- 
stream Methodists, however, emerged from the Bible Christian Confer- 
ence of 183 1 ,  which guaranteed lay participation in the governing body "in 
order to prevent priestly domination." In this, they chose an opposite 
course from the mainstream Wesleyans, who suffered great loss of mem- 
bers in order to preserve an exclusively clerical control. 

In 183 1 ,  the Bible Christian Conference sent two missionaries to 
British North America, one to Canada and one to Prince Edward Island. In 
both cases, the purpose was to minister to persons who had settled in those 
areas after leaving Bible Christian churches in England. These early mis- 
sionaries were cast in the heroic pattern set by O'Bryan. Francis 
Metherall, for example, the first missionary sent to Prince Edward Island, 
received an assistant in 1834 in the person of Phillip James. Together they 
worked a circuit stretching from Sturgeon in the east to Casupec and West 
Cape in the north and west, with a total ofthirty-six preaching places. They 
performed most of these arduous journeys on foot, yet neither preacher 
was "ever known to disappoint a c~ngregat ion."~ 
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Bible Christian work in Canada was begun by John Hicks Eynon, who 
arrived at Coburg (in present-day Ontario) in 1833. By 1855 the denomina- 
tion had 5 1 churches, 104 other preaching places, 21 preachers, and 2,186 
members. By 1883 they had 181 churches, 80 ministers, 7,400 members, 
and about 30,000 adherents including the Prince Edward Island  circuit^.^ 

The only detailed source concerning Bible Christian work in Manitoba 
appears to be their newspaper, The Observer. This work was not initiated 
with the intention of evangelizing the west. Their people appear to have 
settled in relatively compact areas, unlike some other Methodist  group^.^ 
Their ministers were sent out, at first, simply to minister to the people 
already settled in certain areas. There appears to have been considerable 
intermarriage among the groups of Bible Christians settled in Manitoba. 
This, combined with their concentration in certain areas, made it a logical 
proposition to send a man to a specific area on a permanent basis. 

The August 2,1882 edition of The Observer provided its readers with a 
history of the Manitoba M i ~ s i o n s . ~  Bible Christian work had started in 
Manitoba three years previously. In 1882, returns for the previous year 
showed an aggregate membership of 46, with two churches and five other 
preaching places. There were also two Sunday Schools in operation. 
Missionary reports for the period June 1882 to January 1883 listed the 
following as missionary circuits: Little Prairie (Wisconsin), Burlington 
(location unknown,) Crystal City, Alexandria (three miles south of Thorn- 
hill), Grandvalley and Souris (these two made up one circuit).' The last 
three places were presumably in Manitoba, and "Souris" was "Souris 
C i t ~ . " ~  

The newspaper article referred to previously went on to say that many 
thought that the rate of growth of the Bible Christian Church seemed very 
small compared with the great influx of settlers to the west. This is only 
logical, for they had set out to minister only to their own people who had 
moved to the west. As a splinter denomination they could not have ex- 
pected to grow at the same rate as western population. Their own people 
would probably have been scattered about in small groups. A different 
explanation, however, was offered by the writer of the article: 

Two out of the three men sent to the north-west, prior to the last 
Conference, withdrew from the work at a time and in a manner which 
could not fail to be disastrous to any new enterprise. These ministerial 
defections have caused serious inconvenience to the Executive and 
great discouragement to our friends in the new p r o ~ i n c e . ~  

The writer went on to add that many Bible Christians had settled in the 
towns and cities of the west and were now lost to their Church. This 
indicates that the denomination had not yet made a clear decision as to the 
strategy of their western work, apart from the general conviction that their 
own people should be reached in their new homes. 

The piece continued with the observation that the missions had not 
really had a fair trial because of the above circumstances and that the 
Conference was sending out Brother A. Gordon, a minister of 23 years 
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standing, together with his able wife, to reinforce the western work. 
Another of "our best men" was to be sent out also, but no name was 
provided in the article. The writer closed with the vague observations that 
the denomination should try to occupy the centres of the north-west and 
that two things were needed: men and money. Another column on the same 
page of the paper noted that Brothers Gordon and Hoskin, after a tedious 
journey, had reached Manitoba. 

The February 8, 1882 issue of the paper noted that the First Bible 
Christian Tea Meeting had been held in Manitoba at the residence of R. 
Sweet on February 5.1° The occurrence of Tea Meetings may be taken as a 
sign of a more social orientation in any Methodist group and a decline in 
rigour and enthusiasm. The Tea Meeting had been attended by the Rev. J. 
Greenway, a visitor to the area." The article went on to note that the first 
Bible Christian Church would be opened on February 14, 1882. 

The March 8,1882 issue of the paper carried the account of the church 
opening, which had taken place a t  Alexandria, Manitoba.12 Rev. J. 
Greenway of Crystal City had preached the dedicatory service, and a Rev. 
Mr. Bothwick had also participated. The total cost of the building, con- 
structed with no charge for labour, was $600.00. It measured 20 by 28 feet, 
and had Gothic windows and a peak roof. The names of the people who 
took part in this opening are names that are noted again and again in any 
examination of the Bible Christians: the Elliott brothers, Mugford, Stub- 
b ing~ ,  Ray, Sweet, Laurence, and the man who contributed the article, W. 
Kinley. 

The Observer of August 2, 1882 carried an account by a J. Kenner, 
who had evidently left Collingwood, Ontario to come to M a n i t ~ b a . ' ~  H e  
noted that he had devoted twenty-seven and a half years to the work and 
had had to obtain permission from the circuit stewards to leave because of 
ill health. Kenner must have been either a preacher or a lay preacher; the 
fact that he is not referred to as "Reverend" does not exclude the possibil- 
ity that he was a minister. He  provided his readers with a "folksy" account 
of his trips to Manitoba, recounting all the myths about that province told 
to him by fellow travellers. The stories of bad water, flooded land, and "the 
abominable monopoly given to the Pacific Syndicate" may be of interest to 
the general historian as part of the explanation why so  many western 
settlers proceeded to the United States. Kenner had also been told, by a 
man who had lost money in Manitoba, that American "sharpers" created 
artificial booms to make money, and that the mosquitoes were so bad that 
cattle were drained ofblood in the fields! On the same page an article on the 
decline of class-meetings indicates that the Bible Christians were ex- 
periencing the same difficulty as the other branches of Methodism. This 
fact, together with the Tea Meetings and the travelogue syndrome visible 
in Kenner's article, leads one to suspect that there was little that was heroic 
in the composition of the Bible Christian denomination as it sought to 
become established in the west. Without the mystical enthusiasms of 
earlier Bible Christians, the western church had little to distinguish it from 
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its Wesleyan and Episcopal rivals. It would have had to compete in a new 
territory with fewer resources than its rivals. 

A very long letter from Gordon appeared in the paper on September 
13, 1882. In it he gave a full account of his activities in Manitoba.I4 He  
recorded that he had visited some of the people in the area of the Lorne 
schoolhouse, and Hoskin had gone there with him on Sunday to preach to 
about seventeen people. Brother Kinley and his family had left Alexandria 
for Souris, a journey of 94 miles. Kinley reached his home there in three 
days near "what is called Souris City." Gordon provided his readers with a 
long account of the terrible state of the roads in July and August and the 
resulting difficulty of travel. H e  referred to the special kindness of the 
Mennonites who had provided accommodation for the travellers during 
their journey between Emerson and Mountain City, a distance of about 
fifty miles. He  met Brother Kenner, who was travelling with a Brother 
Clarke of Coburg, Ontario. Kenner had arrived at Alexandria, and had 
then left for Souris and finally Crystal City to hear Brother Greenway 
preach. On July 13, Gordon had preached at Darlingford and at Lorne, 
with an evening service at Alexandria. The congregations were generally 
small, but fifty had appeared at Alexandria. An Elders' Meeting had been 
held at Alexandria, and a Quarter1 y Meeting was planned. While at Souris, 
Kenner had arranged with the people there to have Hoskin enter the work. 
Greenway, however, had sent Hoskin to Turtle Mountain, as he had not 
known about Kenner's previous arrangements and was afraid that the 
Bible Christians there would join other churches. Mrs. Gordon was to 
preach at Darlingford and Alexandria the following Sunday. Gordon him- 
self had visited the busy Brother Greenway at Crystal City. 

The contents of Gordon's letter have been described in some 
detail because they indicate that the whole schedule of Bible Christian 
mission work was quite informal in comparison with the Episcopals or 
Wesleyans. Indeed, some of their activity seems to have been largely 
haphazard, with little or no direction from anyone. The preachers seem to 
have wandered about in the manner of O'Bryan and Metherall, but not with 
the clear intent of converting great multitudes who were otherwise devoid 
of religion. Instead, they merely sought out their own tiny and scattered 
groups who, in the manner of western settlers, often moved from place to 
place. The only real hope of sustaining Bible Christian loyalty lay in seeing 
large numbers of the denomination settled in a contiguous block of terri- 
tory. At this time, such loyalty would have rested mostly on habit and 
custom transferred from a more settled area such as Ontario. The problem 
did not arise in Ontario or the Maritimes, as Bible Christian strength there 
rested on long-established tradition and prejudice. These traditions did not 
easily transfer themselves to the western scene. Thus, The Observer 
seems to have been used in the attempt to attract Ontario Bible Christians 
to infant settlements in the west in order to build up denominational 
strength. For  instance, the October 18, 1882 issue saw another letter from 
Kenner in which he refuted all the unfavourable myths about Manitoba, 
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including those whlch he himself had contributed to the issue of August 2, 
1882." The difficult situation of the western Bible Christians was illus- 
trated by a letter from Hoskin to the issue of October 18, 1882. Hoskin was 
at Souris City, 80 miles from the nearest Bible Christian minister. He  
described his vi\it to Turtle Mountain, where he had found only a few Bible 
Christians but had preached anyway to a mixed group including a Roman 
Catholic! 

Further evidence of the frustrations confronting the Bible Christians 
appears in an interesting letter from Gordon to The Obcerver on 
November 22, 1882, describing the state of the work.lh He  noted that the 
biggest problem was "the worldlines5 of the people." Everyone wanted to 
become rich or  obtain valuable property which would enable them to 
become so. This point suggests that the Bible Christians shared the con- 
cerns of many of the contemporary settlers, reflected in the vast land 
speculation schemes of the period, which brought the "boom-and-bust" 
phenomenon of the 1880s. Gordon reported that "this tide of worldliness 
has swept many away from their moorings in Christ." Schools were 
needed for the children and a church building was proposed for Darling- 
ford. Gordon noted that the Canadian Pacific Railroad track was within 6 
miles of Darlingford and had run 3 miles north of Alexandria, and predicted - - P A - p  

that the area would consequently prosper. 
The terrible winter of 1882-83 limited Bible Christian activities to a 

considerable extent. The February 7, 1883 issue of the paper recorded that 
the first Bible Christian Missionary Meeting had been held at Darlingford 
on the previous November 26,'' and that on December 7 a new church had 
been opened at Snowflake. The Observer issue of May 23, 1883 reported a 
Quarterly Meeting for Snowflake and Crystal City held on May 13. Few of 
the officials had put in an appearance, and the mission was in dire financial 
straits.18 The spiritual state of the mission was described as "worldly" and 
"cold." Thirty-eight new members were recorded, all of whom came from 
Ontario where they had been Bible Christians before. It is significant of the 
state of affairs that some consideration was given to the possibility of 
making "some arrangement" with the Canadian Methodists on the Alex- 
andria Mission. Hoskin was reported as having been successful in bringing 
down Divine Blessing in a service. 

The issue of December 19, 1883 brought a tale of prairie disaster which 
had affected many of the Bible Christian families: 

In most parts the crops looked splendid. I never saw such fields of 
wheat. Elliott, Chings, Cobbledick, Werry, Gonil and Cudmore had 
the prospect of a very large yield, but on the night of the seventh of 
September, the frost came down . . . I 9  

It was reported that the Canadian Pacific Railroad was in general not 
furnishing transportation for what wheat was marketable, and that even 
when it did do so, it charged 17 cents for carrying a bushel of wheat 100 
miles. Gordon recorded that feeling was running very high against the 
railroad and trouble would result. H e  felt that the church would suffer from 
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the general economic decline. The increasing attention given in The  Oh- 
server to the non-denominational everyday concerns of the western settler 
is quite apparent. A letter in the issue of April 2, 1884 from Gordon 
described the western climate in detail, and noted that coal was available at 
Turtle Mountain and at Souris. At the latter place it was found on the 
surface and could be shovelled into wagons. He noted that he had been 
wrong in his quotation of freight charges in his earlier article, and that many 
of the stories of the evils inflicted on the farmers were not true.*" Such vital 
concerns as crops and climate now effectively overshadowed even de- 
nominational enthusiasms in a denominational paper! 

The newspaper of May 28, 1884 contained a short note from J. Hoskin 
telling about the final Manitoba District Meeting held at Alexandria on 
Tuesday May 6, 1884. Gordon and Greenway were there, although 
Greenway had been "laid aside" for the past year because of ill health.*' 
Mrs. Greenway was recovering from a serious illness. The spiritual state of 
the people had changed very little, but some had wandered away. Certain 
parts of the work were described as being in a healthy financial condition 
while others had fallen behind because of the depression of the previous 
year. Hoskin closed with a rather touching note: 

Our public meeting in the evening was not very largely attended but the 
Master was with us and some of us will not soon forget our last B.C. 
District Meeting in Manitoba. 
And so the western Bible Christians went into union. By 1884, they 

were using Tea Meetings or similar social occasions to raise money and 
were occupied with temperance resolutions in much the same way as other 
Methodist groups. They were different, however, in that they were still a 
remarkably close-knit and homogeneous group at the time of union. A list 
of their clergy and laymen appearing in the May 28, 1884 issue of their 
paper reveals the same family names found in Manitoba and Prince Ed- 
ward Island, and even in England. They were not a large denomination and 
seem to have had a relatively informal organization for a Methodist group. 
The role of women and laymen in their church further sets them apart from 
the Wesleyans and the Episcopal Methodists. 

The subsequent role of the Bible Christians in the history of Manitoba 
deserves closer examination. The research reported in this paper, how- 
ever, suggests some cursory observations. As a denomination they 
brought little that was distinctive to the western scene. They were more 
democratic and egalitarian than their Methodist rivals. Their early history 
had seen this tendency combined with a burning enthusiasm which had 
enabled them to establish themselves in Ontario and the Maritimes in the 
1830's. This early period was a heroic age for several Methodist groups 
who found frontier conditions a congenial field for evangelical activity. The 
prairie region in the 1880's was not a frontier in the classic sense. It was 
really an extension of Ontario-based industrial power sweeping over the 
western plains and establishing relatively modern agricultural practices. 
The Bible Christians made no serious attempts to evangelize among this 



tide of farmer-speculators. They merely attempted to follow their own 
people. Their limited success was simply the result of some of their Ontario 
people putting down solid roots in the Snowflake-Crystal City area, where 
many of their descendants remain to this day. By the 1880's their parent 
church in  Ontario had little to offer that was distinctive other than long- 
cherished habits or traditions. The western environment tended to reveal 
the essential triviality of such habits. They could not ,be sustained in the 
face of western distance, mobility and climate. The Bible Christians were 
fortunate in having as many members settled as they did in a particular area 
of Manitoba. The only unanswered question is why they were so fortunate. 
The answer may possibly lie in ethnicity and family connections combined 
with suitable farmland. This is merely speculation, however; historians 
and sociologists must find the precise answer to this question. 

FOOTNOTES 
' Discovered through conversations with J.  A. D. Stuart, author of a local history entitled 

The Prairie W.A .S.P. ,  The Prairie Publishing Co., Winnipeg, 1969, and in further conver- 
sation with several people from the Snowflake and Crystal City region of Manitoba, 
probably members of the Kinley family. The names "Thorne" and "Metherall" are still 
found in this area. These families and several others came from Prince Edward Island via 
Ontario. Other typical Bible Christian family names are Cobbledick, Ching, Laurence, 
Kinley, Elliott, Gordon, Greenway, Hird, Hoskin, Stubbs, and Clarke. Many of these are - - -- - - - - -  - - ~ -  ~ ~ ~ 

still to be found in this region of Manitoba.. Some types of Cornish cooking, notably 
"Cornish cake", are still carried on in the area too. 
Most of the information in this and the following two paragraphs is taken from W. J. 
Townsend, H .  B. Workman, George Eayrs, A N e w  History qf Methodism, 2 Vols., 
London, Hodder & Stoughton, 1909, I ,  502-508, and 11, 222. 
T.  W. Smith, History of the Methodist Church of Eastern British America, 2 Vols., -- 

Halifax, Nicholson, 1877, 11, 235. 
" Ibid., 223. 

The Canadian Wesleyan and the Canada Episcopal Methodists both came to the west with 
the ideaof opening territory as a possible substitute for spiritual regeneration. Both of these 
churches saw their labours among the white settlers in the period 1875-90 as an opportunity 
to recreate the heroic conditions of the frontier of Upper Canada in the pre-railway age. In 
this, they were, of course, misguided. The railway brought almost instant sophistication to 
western settlement by the late 1880's, and frontier-style evangelical practices did not 
flourish in the resulting social climate. The Episcopal Methodists, in particular, soon found 
themselves spread over a vast area without much settled support. Like the Wesleyans, they 
tended to open a church in each new western town as soon as two or three prospective 
settlers professed adherence to their denomination. Even if they did build up their strength 
in a particular area, the general mobility of western settlement meant that the particular 
church congregation could disappear in a matter of months. The Wesleyan and 
Episcopal Methodists seemed to inherit the original Methodist conviction that the 
whole world was a potential source of converts. At least, this seems implicit in much of 
their official propaganda. The Bible Christians, while not entirely innocent of this notion, 
seemed more content in this particular per~od to mmister to t he~r  own. 
The Observer, Published under the Direction of the Bible Christian Conference, Bowman- 
ville, Ontario, August 2, 1882, 4. 

' Bible Christian Church Missionary Society Reports 1857-1883 (Bound), June, 1882, June, 
1883 - The Twenty-eighth Annual Report, Bowmanville, Ontario, 1883, 11. 
The town here and henceforth referred to as "Souris City" no longer exists. It was located 
about three miles west of the present town of Wawanesa and existed from 1882 until 1888. 
The present town of Souris was originally the village of Plum Creek which was renamed 
after 1890. 
The Observer, August 2, 1882, 4. 

lo The Observer, February 8, 1882, 5. 
" H e  was no near relation, as far as can be determined, to the Greenway family which 

produced one of the premiers of Manitoba. 
The Observer, March 8,  1882, 5. 

'' The Observer, August 2, 1882, 4, 5. 
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l6 T h e  Observer, November 22, 1882, 5. 
I 7  The  Observer, February 7 ,  1883, 1. 
' T h e  Observer, May 23, 1883, 1. 
l 9  T h e  Observer, December 19, 1883, 5. 
2o The  Observer, April 2, 1884, 1.  
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THE "ETHNIC ARCHITECTURE 
IN THE PRAIRIES" 

CONFERENCE: A REPORT AND A 
GEOGRAPHER'S REFLECTIONS 

H.  SCHLICHTMANN 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  G e o g r a p h y ,  Univers i ty  o f  Regina 

From June 2 to  8, 1975, the newly-founded Society for the Study of Architec- 
ture in Canada held its first annual meeting. Under the title "Ethnic Architecture in 
the Prairies," fifteen papers were presented at  the University of Alberta in Edmon- 
ton and supplemented by field excursions in Edmonton, Calgary and rural Alberta. 
The interdisciplinary conference was concerned more with rural than with urban 
buildings, and more with vernacular than with high-style architecture.' The  report 
given here is followed by a discussion of the relation between ethnic architecture 
and the geographer's interest in the cultural landscape. 

REPORT O N  THE C O N F E R E N C E  
R. C .  Poulsen considered "Log Architecture in Central Alberta Influenced by 

the Scandinavians." A great number of structural details were discussed, among 
them several techniques of joining logs end-to-end. Only tentative statements can 
be made about the origins of certain techniques in view of the numerous different 
influences on log construction in North America. J. Chivers' paper on "Icelandic 
Settlements in Manitoba" dealt chiefly with the development of the New Iceland 
colony and with restoration work done in the colony under his direction. 

Four papers were devoted to the well-documented field of Ukrainian architec- 
ture. .I .  C .  Lehr's concise account of "Ukrainian Pioneer Architecture in the 
Prairies" was supplemented by P. Shostak's observations on "Ukrainian Pioneer 
Buildings in the County of Smoky Lake, Alberta." While Shostak demonstrated 
the great local variety of architectural detail, Lehr emphasized the general charac- 
teristics of Ukrainian houses, discussed their relationships to antecedent forms in 
the source areas of Galicia and Bukovina, and touched upon the influence of the 
majority culture on the Ukrainian architecture of this area. H e  stressed that 
suggestions regarding the source area of a particular structural o r  ornamental 
element must be made with due caution. In "Ukrainian Greek  Orthodox 
Churches," S. Curnislti reviewed the architecture of older churches found in rural 
areas settled by Ukrainians. R .  Zuk ,  in a talk on "Design Parameters in Ukrainian 
Church Architecture on the Prairies," showed modern urban churches which he 
himself had designed, and demonstrated how traditional ideas continue to  be 
applied in modern high-style architecture. 

"The Architecture of Jewish Settlements in the Prairies" was the topic of a 
presentation by C. E. Leot~off.  The construction of mud-plastered round-log walls 
and the use of straw for thatch were techniques imported by Jews from Russia and 
applied for a short time in Saskatchewan. "Jewishness" in urban architecture is 
limited to  exterior decorative elements on synagogues and their interior design. 

Ethnic groups defined by a particular religious faith and who tend to keep to 
themselves are of special interest if their beliefs are  expressed in their ways of 
settling and building. In this context, M. Mealing's account of "Doukhobor Ethnic 



Architecture" necesari ly  went beyond the regional frame of the conference. Most 
of the Doukhobors of western Canada lived communally and settled in Saskat- 
chewan for a short time around the turn of the century, in street villages based on 
Russian precedents. From 1907 onwards, they erected communal farms ("vil- 
lages") with associated industrial complexes in the interior of British Columbia. 
Their settlements and austere architecture reflected their basic tenets of communal 
life and plain living. The community farm complex was an innovation which readily 
incorporated North American architectural ideas. After the economic collapse of 
the communal organization in 1938 and the subsequent dissolution of the communal 
Farms, Doukhobors settled on dispersed farmsteads with small, plain buildings, 
often with an unfinished exterior. Recently they have begun to adopt the house 
forms of the majority culture, such as  bungalows and trailers. W .  Thompson's 
discussion of "Architecture and Settlement Patterns of Hutterites and Menno- 
nites" went little beyond the information already recorded in the literature about 
these well-studied groups. 

While most contributions dealt with rural ethnic groups, two speakers consid- 
ered the essentially urban Chinese. B. S .  Hoe presented "A Sociological Perspec- 
tive on Chinese Adaptation to Canadian Architecture in the Prairies," while P. 
Voisey discussed Chinese immigrants and the buildings which they utilized, under 
the somewhat misleading title of "The Physical Geography and Environment of 
Early Chinatown." The  crowded, ghetto-like Chinatowns of large cities, and the 
unimposing Chinese-run laundries, grocery stores and restaurants (the latter serv- 
ing Western food) in smaller places are  features dating from Chinese immigration 
prior to 1923. T h e  Chinese utilized available buildings to the fullest extent and for 
all possible purposes, a remarkable feat of adaptation. The elegant and highly 
profitable Chinese restaurants with an exotic appearance, serving "Cantonese 
dishes tailored t o  Western taste" (Voisey), have been introduced with the 
post-1947 immigration from Hong Kong. Current urban-renewal measures may 
remove the old Chinatown or  may result, as in Calgary, in the construction of new 
buildings with a "Chinese" appearance to appeal to  tourists. 

The remaining four papers dealt with Anglo-Saxon (and French) groups or  
with the whole of Canada. R. B. Klymasz's "Folk Architecture of Bird Houses in 
Canada" left the reviewer somewhat puzzled as  to  the pertinence of the topic to  the 
conference theme. Many of the bird houses shown appeared to be individualistic 
creations rather than models of the distinctive buildings of certain ethnic groups. In 
an account of the St. Hubert and Cannington colonies in southeastern Saskat- 
chewan, B. Humplzreys ("Manor Houses Built by British and French Settlers in 
Saskatchewan") described some large and stately houses erected around 1890 by 
men of means who for some time tried to  develop gentleman-farming and industrial 
enterprises. T. White, speaking about "The Great Church a t  Stanley Mission," 
discussed both the original construction and recent restoration of Holy Trinity 
Church, erected in the 1850's under the direction of an English missionary in the 
forest land of northern Saskatchewan. In a final paper, "Buildings Erected by 
Public Works for the Native People in the Prairies," J. Knight discussed houses, 
barns, and school and office buildings designed by government architects and 
constructed both on and off Indian reserves prior to 1900. His paper was based on 
plans of these buildings which are available in the Public Archives of Canada. The 
government architects, mainly Ontarians, were instrumental in transferring con- 
temporary Ontario architecture to the prairies. The speaker stressed the need for 
more research into such transfers by government agencies. 

Highlights of the field excursions, organized by J .  Nicks (Edmonton and 
surroundings) and M. J .  McMordie (Calgary), were the Ukrainian settlement area 
northeast of Edmonton, historic buildings in Strathcona (Edmonton), and the 
pre-1920 architecture of Calgary. A major topic of interest was the preservation of 
buildings of architectural significance. 
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G E N E R A L  REMARKS 

The meeting successfully promoted the exchange of information on work being 
undertaken in a somewhat neglected field by students from a variety of disciplines. 
Although some speakers appeared at  times more concerned with the migration and 
settlement history of certain ethnicgroups than with their buildings, aconsiderable 
amount of largely unpublished information on ethnic architecture was presented. It 
is fortunate, therefore, that the Society for the Study of Architecture in Canada 
intends to publish the conference proceedings in the near future. 

All contributions dealt with specific ethnic groups or  kinds of buildings. It 
would have been highly useful to place the specific findings in perspective through 
the inclusion of a general discussion in the programme, perhaps in the form of a 
state-of-the-art report. T w o  questions arising in this context, pertaining to the 
definition of the field of inquiry and to the state of available information, are briefly 
considered in the reflections which follow. 

There was no attempt at the meeting to define the field of inquiry, although 
some speakers commented on the matter. F o r  the sake of clarity in the following 
discussion, "ethnic architecture" is here tentatively defined as  the sum total of 
architectural traits which distinguish a given ethnic group in a given environment 
from its neighboul-s, and "ethnicgroups" are  all groups which settled together in an 
area (in this case the Canadian prairies) after having acquired their cultural tradi- 
tions in different parts of the world (for instance, Cree Indians, Ukrainians, or 
Anglo-Saxons from Ontario). These are working definitions sufficient for the pres- 
ent purpose; it is not intended to discuss here any definitions explicit or implicit in 
the literature on ethnic groups. 

Two related problems of definition with regard to  the Anglo-Saxon majority 
culture must be briefly mentioned. The first pertains chiefly to  vernacular architec- 
ture. Techniques and forms introduced from Ontario, and possibly also from the 
interior United States, spread so  far that they soon ceased to be ethnic, i.e. 
characteristic of groups originating from specific areas, and became part of a 
regional culture instead. Pattern books, for example, played an important role in 
this process. The second problem mainly concerns high-style architecture. British 
influence on architecture in Canada has come about not only through immigration, 
but also through the political and cultural ties between Canada and Britain. Ar- 
chitectural histolians often face the question of determining whether the origin of a 
certain idea of design o r  ornamentation was British o r  Canadian. Analogous ques- 
tions arise with respect to  influences from the U.S.A. 

At present, the researcher must rely on fairly limited basic data about the 
distribution and age of architectural features, especially those of vernacular ar- 
chitecture. This situation is now being partly corrected by the Canadian Inventory 
of Historic Buildings. Such basic information is essential to the study of the origin 
and spread of building techniques and forms, for there was wide dissemination of 
ideas by means of pattern books and agricultural journals. Without this basic 
information premature notions about the "ethnicity" of a given design or ornament 
might arise. 

There is not much present-day architecture which can be labelled "ethnic". 
Hutterites and to some extent Doukhobors do continue to  have some distinctive 
forms of building, and the viability of Ukrainian church design was demonstrated at 
the conference (Zuk). On the whole, however, ethnic differences in the architecture 
of Canada are  a carry-over from the time of land settlement and the close cultural 
ties with Britain. Recent immigration from overseas, directed mostly to  the cities, 
has apparently not added any ethnic characteristics to  buildings, except perhaps for 
some churches, restaurants with an exotic appearance, and decorations on store 
fronts. Ethnic architecture may therefore basically be regarded as  architecture of 
the past. 



E T H N I C  A R C H I T E C T U R E  AS A C O M P O N E N T  OF T H E  C U L T U R A L  
L A N D S C A P E  

The ethnic architecture of the Canadian prairies is of great interest to the 
geogt-apher, for most of the influence of the ethnic diversity of the population on the 
cultural landscape is expressed in buildings. The researcher must show by what 
processes and t o  what extent the ethnic diversity has come to be reflected in the 
spatial differentiation of the landscape. The  present state of research does not 
permit a comprehensive review, but an outline of the questions involved may be 
attempted, using the observations made at the conference as  examples. 

With the exceptions of the Indians and Metis, all the ethnic groups of the 
Canadian prairies moved to this region relatively recently from overseas o r  from 
other parts of North America. Accordingly some cultural transfer can be  demon- 
strated. Cultural transfer occurs as  physical transport of immigrants' effects o r  of 
trade commodities, and as  transfer of ideas which then materialize in the new 
environment of the group (for a general discussion see Mannion, 1974, pp. 3-14). 
The first type of transfer has had its main influence on the vernacular and high-style 
architecture of the Anglo-Saxon majority culture. Examples are the importation, 
from Britain o r  Ontario, of hardware and stained-glass windows for the church of 
Stanley Mission (White), of metalwork in the Cannington colony (Humphreys), 
and of prefabricated fagade elements in Calgary, made of sheet metal and nailed on 
wood frames (McMordie). 

As Mannion (1974, pp. 4-5) has argued, the study of cultural transfer requires 
detailed infot-mation about the antecedent forms. This information is more readily 
available for high-style architecture than for vernacular building. While Lehr did 
deal in some detail with antecedents. the geographer would have wished for more 
information of this kind in several other papers. For  the Austrian Ukraine, Lehr 
appropriately pointed out the regional differences and ongoing changes in peasant 
architecture at  the time of emigration. These considerations apply to many old- 
settled countries. Thus, the reference to "traditional European practices," which 
one encounters time and again in the literature, is so  coarse a s  to  be almost 
meaningless. 

The regional differences in the "old country" may have interesting consequ- 
ences in the New World. In the area of Ukrainian settlement in east-central 
Alberta, one can roughly distinguish between Galician and Bukovinian districts, 
and there are certain architectural features, especially roof types, which are more 
common in one area than in the other. According to Lehr, this reflects differences in 
tradition in the country of origin. On the other hand, details of building stemming 
from different traditions may be found incorporated in a single house which was 
erected in a bee by persons who had originated from different villages orareas in the 
Ukraine. 

Inquiry into the antecedent forms of buildings, necessary as  it is, provides but 
raw data for the study of the spatial differentiation of the cultural landscape of 
western Canada. Rural areas with many specimens of traditional ethnic architec- 
ture, such as  Smoky Lake County in Shostak's overview, are not common. In other 
districts of ethnic land settlement few or  no such specimens may be found. T o  the 
geographer this suggests the need for comparative studies of areas of ethnic settle- 
ment in order to  assess the extent t o  which different groups did transfer architec- 
tural ideas from their places of origin, if a t  all, and to what extent buildings 
characteristic of particular groups are still in existence. 

There are several prerequisites for cultural transfer. Whether settlers built the 
same way as  in the areas they had come from depended, in the first place, on such 
factors as  available skills, funds and materials, the existence of alternatives to  
traditional .ways,2 and, to  some extent, on the compatibility of traditional tech- 
niques and forms with the new environment. In addition, one has t o  think of the 
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motivation, differing between individuals and groups, to maintain traditional ways 
or to adopt the ways of the majority culture. The interplay of these h c t o r s  was 
probably complex. A few hints and examples must suffice. A Scottish stone- 
mason, an English bricklayer, or a Finn experienced in working with a broadaxe 
could apply skills in house construction which a Russian-born Jew, who had per- 
haps been a labourer o r  trader, did not possess (examples from the Wapella area as  
given by Leonoff). The constraints of pioneer life led to simplified designs of Ukrai- 
nian churches (Curniski). One might inquire whether house designs different from 
the more widespread North American types were chiefly applied in pioneer areas 
remote from railway lines, where milled lumber was not easily obtainable. And 
were houses built by farmers (as was often the case with the first permanent 
house), by carpenters trained in a specific ethnic tradition, o r  by carpenters build~ng 
in the various ways which were widely followed in North America? 

Besides the possible influence of physical remoteness on house design, there is 
also the influence of the social remoteness of some groups from the majority 
culture, be it the result of a conservative outlook or  of the wish to  keep to 
themselves, as  documented for certain sectarian groups. Furthermore, a resident 
ethnic group did not necessarily share a common tradition of vernacular architec- 
ture (as did the Galician and Bukovinian settlers mentioned earlier). This would 
apply where neighbours had come from the same country, but from widely sepa- 
rated areas within it. One might hypothesize that, other things being equal, indi- 
viduals of a given ethnic background would stick more readily to their traditional 
ways of building if they shared their tradition with their neighbours than if they did 
not. 

The foregoing remarks apply to  rural but not necessarily to  urban areas. Urban 
vernacular buildings usually were erected by contractors according to the stan- 
dards of the majority culture. On the prairies they reflect common North American 
design rather than the building traditions of specific ethnic groups, except, of 
course, those of British and eastern Canadian backgrounds. Minority groups living 
in such buildings, for example, the Chinese in Calgary, had to express their tradi- 
tions by decoration and furnishings only (Hoe). High-style buildings, whether ec- 
clesiastical o r  secular, were frequently designed according to ethnic traditions, 
mainly the traditions of Anglo-Saxon groups. This applies especially to  government 
buildings. Ethnic differences within the Anglo-Saxon majority culture have been 
observed in town and city architecture and point to another rewarding field of 
study. F o r  instance, pre-1920 Calgary is regarded as  having been more "British" 
than Edmonton. The  background of the clients whoawarded contracts for buildings 
was important here. 

A final point concerns modern Chinese restaurants. Traditional elements d o  
appear in the internal decoration (Hoe), but the external "Chinese" appearance 
-aptly epitomized by Voisey's phrase "pagoda rooflines with neon dragons" -is 
not derived from urban restaurants in China. Instead elements derived mainly from 
Chinese temple and palace architecture have been used to create an exotic appear- 
ance in response to Western ideas of how a Chinese building should look.' Ar- 
chitectural features from China have been transferred, but not within their func- 
tional context. 

The  preceding section relates to  the initial transfer of material culture which 
takes place while a group settles in. T o  understand the present cultural landscape, 
the geographer must also investigate developments subsequent to the initial trans- 
fer. Such developments include retention or abandonment of traditional ideas, 
acceptance or  rejection of ideas introduced from outside the group, and innovation 
within the group (for a general discussion see Bjorklund, 1964, pp. 227 f. and 
Mannion, 1974, pp. 3 f.). 

Retention of traditional ideas and innovation within the ethnic group are less 
common with regard to architecture than is the introduction of outside ideas. 
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Innovations are represented by the communal farm complexes of the Doukhobot-s 
in British Columbia (Mealing). Lesser examples are the frosted-glass windows and 
falling doors used in the early Chinatown of Calgary for the protection of gamblers 
against police raids and, in a limited sense, the exterior of modern Chinese restaur- 
ants refet-red t o  above (Voisey). Retention is evident in the continued use of 
traditional buildings in their original function and in the continued application of 
traditional techniques and forms in the erection of new structures, as  has obtained 
for some time among Ukrainians in Alberta (Lehr, 1975, pp. 26,29). Retention and 
abandonment, at the time of initial settlement or later, must be seen in the context of 
adaptation of a group to its physical and social environment. Traditional traits 
closely related to  economic life and to everyday physical comfort are more readily 
abandoned than traits which are not; for example, Ukrainian rural churches endure 
longer than dwelling houses. On the whole, ethnic traits are replaced, in the course 
of time, by traits of a national o r  regional culture which transcends ethnic subcul- 
tures. Such replacements of ethnic traits in architecture occur in a variety of ways. 

Buildings become obsolete and/or decay, and are therefore rernodelled, re- 
placed, moved elsewhere or  simply demolished or  left unattended at the mercy of 
the elements. Whether and when a building disappears depends, among other 
things, on the method of its construction and the materials used, on its function, and 
on the values of its owner o r  of society regarding its preservation. The  following 
discussion is limited to rural buildings, and is illustrated again by the Ukrainian area 
near Edmonton, the subject of Lehr's observations. The traditional one-storey log 
houses with mudplastered and whitewashed walls were built up to World War 1 and 
are now disappearing. Very few are still occupied. Whether a Ukrainian log house 
is replaced by a western Canadian frame house in order to demonstrate participa- 
tion in the majority culture or simply t o  provide a more modern dwelling is of 
secondary importance. In either case the new house satisfies raised aspirations, 
although it may not in all points be functionally superior t o  traditional dwellings, for 
example with regard to insulation (Lehr, 1975, p. 28). Changes are effected by 
replacement of building types or by syncretic designs, which may combine log walls 
and a rectangular Ukrainian floor plan (two or  three rooms, central chimney, and 
door in the south-facing long side) with a two-storey elevation, siding, and porch. 
Where the house forms of the majority culture have been adopted, the colour of the 
exterior paint may be the last traditional element to survive. 

Regarding the disappearance of ethnic architecture, the differentiation in 
space again is the feature of specific interest to  geographers. It may be suggested 
that the more extensive and homogeneous an ethnic settlement area is, the slower 
will be the process of acculturation. Insofar as  modernization leads to the replace- 
ment of buildings, the pace of change will be faster in prosperous areas (Lehr, 1975, 
p. 26) regardless of ethnicity. That the survival of traditional buildings is related to  
conservative attitudes on the part of their occupants has been suggested but not 
adequately demonstrated. 

Where farm dwellings and outbuildings have lost their original functions, they 
survive as  structures - on and off farmsteads - if an alternative use is found, or if 
the farmers do not care t o  remove them, and as  long as  they withstand collapsing. In 
the latter regard, log buildings have a better chance than frame structures; this is an 
important reason for the survival of relatively many unoccupied and unused struc- 
tures in the Ukrainian settlement area of east-central Alberta. All these modes of 
survival are independent of ethnicity. That farmers should preserve buildings 
which are no longer useful is in itself equally likely or unlikely for all ethnic groups. 
However, ethnic groups apparently have different levels of awareness of their past 
or present cultural distinctiveness, and this difference may influence the extent of 
preservation by concerned persons. 

Thrs leads to a final point. The  current interest in the national heritage and in 
the multicultural nature of Canadian society has to  some extent resulted in the 
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planned preservation of buildings, both high-style and vernacular, characteristic of 
different groups. Such preservation by its very nature is limited to a few selected 
localities. The work is carried out by various government agencies (represented at 
the conference by several restoration architects) and by interested laymen. Build- 
ings thus preserved acquire the function of historic sites or specimens in an outdoor 
museum, or  retain their original functions, for example, churches or urban stores. 
Architecture of the past has thus become a resource for tourism and recreation, and 
the "planned preservation of visible history" (Newcomb, 1967) an agent in the 
present-day shaping of the cultural landscape. 

Ln geography, a number of aspects of the ethnic diversity of the population are 
studied. These reflections have concerned themselves with just one aspect, the 
visible expression of the ethnic diversity in the cultural landscape, specifically in 
the architecture of buildings. The  expression of ethnicity in architecture varies 
considerably in character and extent among ethnic groups. Such variations must be 
explained in terms of the processes which favoured, permitted, or precluded the 
initial development and subsequent persistence of ethnic architectural forms in the 
~ h v s i c a l  and social environment of the Canadian vrairies. Ethnic architecture is . 
chiefly a carry-over from the past and is thus progressively disappearing; neverthe- 
less it remains a crucial component of the cultural landscape of the prairies and 
warrants further study. 

FOOTNOTES 
'Terminology as used by Rapoport, who devotes several pages to questions of definition 
(Rapoport, 1969, pp. 1-8). The term "architecture" will be used here, as it was at the 
conference, in the wide and general sense of "building". 

'!"Traditional" is used here and below as a short form for "in a specific ethnic tradition". 
'Thanks are due to C.  K. Hung, graduate student at the Department of Geography, 
University of Regina, for information on this point. 
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