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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Treaty 8 promises. 
         - Establishment of Wabasca Reserves. 
         - Loss of treaty status by many people in the area. 
          
         Ernest:  What is your name? 
          
         August:  They call me A-yus-jass but August Auger is my name.   
          
         Ernest:  How old are you? 
          
         August:  About eighty-four years old. 
          
         Ernest:  Would you be able to tell us to your knowledge why 
         some of our people got eliminated from treaty membership? 
          
         August:  Yes, some people were thrown out because not all of 
         the Indian people took treaty.  Everything got out in the open 
         eventually.  Some of them were not registered anywhere, some 
         even had taken scrip, but were taken as treaty.  The priests 
         were the ones who got this business mixed up.  Then the person 
         who had eliminated the people arrived here, but he never did, he 
         shouldn't have thrown out lots of the people. For instance, this 
         one woman here is still not a treaty today.  Even though 
         they're certain now. At the time they had lived far from here, 
         she was asked if she had a husband, and she said yes, she 
         stayed with a white man.  She did not know if she had gotten 
         married or not, she got eliminated on account of that.  Now 



         they've found all her papers concerning her status but there's 
         another person who has the same name.  This one's name is Mary 
         Alook, but she never uses that name.  Her Cree name is 
         Ka-new-no-tew-Skoo (Good walking woman).  Nobody calls here 
         Mary.  She doesn't know if she had married the white man, she 
         had stayed with; she must've thought she married him.  She only 
         stayed with him for a while, but she didn't marry him, and she 
         got thrown out from there.  Then a new Indian agent came to see 
         me to ask information about her.  She lived with another man 
         Tommy Thunder.  She didn't marry him either but she is a treaty 
         from her parent's side.  Those Alooks were always treaty.  
         Alook is not their true name, that was the old man's name 
         (Mary's father).  Their original name is Tastawich. There's 
         people who have that name somewhere far away.  But that old 
         man's name was Alex, so they just called him Alook, so that's 
         the name they all use, nobody uses Tastawich.  That old man 
         came from around Rocky Mountain House.  He brought a wife from 
         there and they moved here.  He didn't stay at Wabasca long, he 
         travelled through Chipewyan Lake and lived there.  Finally he 
         didn't feel well, he died here at Wabasca.  Ka-mew-mo-tew Skoo, 
         we always call her, that was her Cree name. Then they found 
         records that she was always a treaty, ever since she was small. 
         There was another woman whose name was Mary Alook too.  That one 
         lived here (Wabasca) too.  They got them two mixed up, so the 
         other Mary Alook got eliminated. 
          
          
         The officials from the government don't really favor the 
         business they were doing.  The new Indian agent came here to 
         see me about this.  I might as well, tell the whole story, the 
         sisters (nuns) were here at the time, he went and worked and 
         finally became an Indian agent.  The other Indian agent whose 
         name was L'Heureux had died.  He got replaced.  This one (agent) 
         must've been known pretty well when he's still the Indian 
         agent.  I wonder if he still is. Anyway he came to ask me some 
         information.  People sometimes come and ask my advice, but I 
         can't know everything even though I was a councillor once.  I 
         was given the chief's uniform to be the new chief.  I knew the 
         chief's work is hard so I never took it.  Long ago, I didn't 
         know anything about money, and how people got paid, they 
         weren't only paid twenty-five cents.  The chief was paid 
         fifteen dollars a year, and the councillors nothing.  They'd 
         work for free.  I had a hard time, because I had many children, 
         I was supporting them. And to work for other people.  I didn't 
         think I could handle it so I didn't bother to accept the 
         chief's position.  I'd rather raise my children than to work 
         for other people free. 
          
         This reserve here is a new reserve, this is what I've 
         accomplished anyway.  We had no hay before and everyone had 
         cows we had to have hay in order to feed my children. That time 
         we never bought anything. There were no machinery and tools. We 
         raised cows and the women would milk them to feed their own 
         children. The reserves then were just useless.  They'd get 
         flooded, the land wasn't broken in yet, we couldn't even 
         plough.  We could only use the land cutters.  That's why I 
         asked for this reserve. They wouldn't give it to me.  Finally 



         Bishop Keay arrived here. He told me, "I always go to Ottawa.  
         I'll talk to the officials myself, when I'm over there."  So 
         that's exactly what happened.  It was good to make hay in this 
         land, but then nobody really wanted to make hay either.  And 
         now it's getting to be a bush area.  More people started to 
         arrive here, maybe because the people around here were living 
         peacefully.  In these other reserves people are more populated, 
         there's lots of things happening, like liquor and etc.  There's 
         so many people selling liquor.  People from other areas moved 
         here, the ones that wanted to live in peace.  And now there's 
         so many people here, there's lots of houses and roads too.  
         There were absolutely no roads long ago, the first time we came 
         here, only horses and wagons.  Then roads were being made, 
         especially when the oil companies started to come in.  They've 
         got good roads now around here. People have nice houses. 
          
         I vaguely remember when promises were made to the Indians by 
         the Indian agent.  He didn't mention anything about buying any 
         land. He never talked about that once. I remember only what he 
         said.  That was when I went with my father, I was five years old 
          
         then.  There's a few things I still remember. The first time 
         the Indian agent paid the people he said, "You people are 
         really poor.  Being Indians, you can't accomplish anything for 
         yourselves.  This is why the Queen, who is rich wants to help 
         you. Our Queen is rich, and in the next generation, the 
         children who will be growing up won't be poor."  I remember he 
         said that.  "And you can kill any amount of wild game, like 
         you've always done before, fish, ducks, moose, etc., you are 
         going to be helped and not mistreated," that's all I can 
         remember of what he said.  "And the people who want to take 
         scrip will take it today but the ones who want to take treaty 
         will have to go over there," they had to go separate places for 
         taking the scrip and the treaty.  And that's what happened, 
         people went to either of the two places.  Then a barrel of 
         whiskey was taken to the place where the scrip was given.  They 
         opened the whiskey and people started to drink.  I guess 
         they've never drank before, some of them just passed out there.  
         I remember that.  But the treaty Indian could not drink, he 
         wasn't supposed to even drink one cup.  They were prohibited 
         from liquor.  But the people who took scrip could drink all 
         they want.  They could even purchase land or even sell it. People 
         were a bit confused about everything, some of them kept pacing 
         back and forth, undecided.  Even the priests couldn't advise 
         the people, which choice was better.  "A reserve will be given to 
         you also, where you can live."  So they chose reserve which 
         were pretty good, even the trappers had the wildlife they needed 
         in the reserves. There are five reserves in all.  There were 
         four reserves at first, all separated from one another, but only 
         one chief.  That chief didn't live here, he was from Lac la 
         Biche.   
          
         Ernest:  What was his name? 
          
         August:  He called himself Joe Bigstone, but that wasn't his 
         real name.  Their last name was Kaboisverts.  I don't really 
         know his parent's names, so I'm not sure what his real name 



         was.  That old man had seven wives.  His Cree name was 
         Ken-Kwa-No-Tem, that I know.  But I had asked the priest what 
         his (Joe) last name was.  Their last name they had was 
         Kaboisverts. I'm not sure where they were from, somewhere in 
         Winnipeg.  He came from over there.  I didn't see him often, 
         but I saw some of his wives.  He always had seven wives. If one 
         died or left him he always got another to replace her.  I 
         wonder what kind of a person he was.  He came through Lac la 
         Biche and went through here sometimes.  I heard stories about 
         this, because I can barely remember if I ever saw him.  He was 
         some kind of a psychic, for him to do that. 
          
          
         And then they started to talk about treaties to pay for their 
         traplines.  That was the first thing they tried to do in the 
         government, but it was the forest rangers' doing.  There wasn't 
         even one forest ranger when the treaty was first signed. Then 
         they wanted to run everything.  They started to collect money, 
         which was a good thing in a way, because the fires they have 
         now cost very much.  Now they've got everything you have to 
         pay.  A treaty Indian can't even fish without having a license, 
         though he doesn't have to pay for it.  But the traplines have 
         to be paid for, if a person wants to own one.  Everything looks 
         bad for the treaty Indian, even though he receives help from 
         one source but his money is taken from the other source. 
          
         Ernest:  Do you remember how many people were eliminated from 
         treaty membership? 
          
         August:  No, I don't really remember because I wasn't there in 
         that area at the time. Her father (his wife's) who was an old 
         man already knew everybody.  He was asked to go and listen that 
         time.  As for myself, I can't say.  My mother was eliminated 
         for one beause she lived with another man, a non-treaty.  She 
         was always a treaty before.  Then she got eliminated just 
         because she lived with this non-treaty.  There were some others 
         also in the same situation.  They eliminated so many for no 
         reason.  He (agent) found an excuse to eliminate a person.  Some 
         of them got admitted back, the ones who were treaty before. 
          
         Ernest:  Was that L'Heureux? 
          
         August:  No, this one came from Ottawa, an inspector.  He's the 
         one who did all this. It wasn't L'Heureux.  He did everything he 
         was told to do, he was the Indian agent. He lived in the 
         reserve in Driftpile.  But things didn't work right for him, 
         the Indians would hit him, finally.  He couldn't do anything 
         because he was inside the reserve.  He moved away and died 
         shortly.  He had been in the war which caused him to be sick. He 
         got wounded, so he never was well after that.  He got hurt on 
         his right hand, therefore he'd write with his left hand. 
          
         After that there were many different agents.  I haven't even 
         seen some of them.  Then this latest one, he comes to ask me 
         information once in a while.  As far as I know he was still the 
         same Indian agent. But I can't always remember everything cause 
         I've been sick for so long.  I've been in the hospital too. 



          
         Ernest: Do you remember what year it was when our people got 
         eliminated?  Would it be around 1944? 
          
          
         August: No, it was in 1937.  This reserve already existed then. 
         We were here, when that man (Indian agent) eliminated the 
         people.  I can clearly remember that. It would be around that 
         year.  It was in 1937 when they made this a reserve. And this 
         was already a reserve that time when he came around. It rained 
         that day and some people didn't show up, but he eliminated 
         their names even though they didn't come. He made them speak for 
         themselves.  That's what her father (his wife's) said.  The 
         people that came, he made them talk about how they became a 
         treaty.  If he found the slightest incident that if they were 
         in any way a Metis, he's eliminated them right away. 
          
         Ernest:  Well, that's all for now.  I appreciate what you've 
         told us.  
          
         (End of Interview)     
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