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         TOM FIDDLER: 
          
              Tom Fiddler is a resident of Green Lake.  He and his wife 
         have been involved with the Metis Association since its 
         beginnings.   
          
          
         HIGHLIGHTS: 

Early meetings of Metis Association. 
philosophy. 

t of the 

esident of Green Lake and has been involved 

rray:  Do you remember the first time you met Malcolm? 

m:  No, I can't.  That's what I started to think about.  I 

 

inks, in 

          
         - 
         - Impressions of Malcolm Norris and his 
         - Metis problems in the north prior to the developmen
         Association.   

drian Hope.                  - Meeting with A
         GENERAL COMMENTS: 
          

m Fiddler is a r         To
         with the Metis Society since it's beginnings in 1964. 
          

TERVIEW:          IN
          
         Mu
          
         To
         think he come here.  I think he had a meeting here.  I can't 
         remember right just when I met him.  I've been trying to think
         about that all day, where I first seen him, you know. 
          

rray:  Your wife says that she first met him, she th         Mu
         Prince Albert at a meeting. 



          
         Tom:  Well, maybe that's the place then.  You see, maybe it was 
         the place.  Then he come here to a meeting after, after we got 
         to know him.  And we went down to a meeting there one time to 
         P.A. I remember.  And we had to pay our own way down.  We had 
         no money and all the stuff like that.  So we went down anyway. 
          
         Murray:  Did a bunch of you go down? 
          
         Tom:  No, just the two of us. 

rray:  Just the two of you. 

er 

rray:  You remember Malcolm? 

m:  Oh yeah, Malcolm yeah.  He'd give quite a talk, you know.  

rray:  Pete Tomkins? 

m:  I don't know.  There was three of them, you see.  They 

nd 

rray:  They grew up around Edmonton. 

m:  Well, he must have lived out of Edmonton somewhere and 

rray:  Yeah. 

m:  Oh, there is.  Well, this is one... 

in too. 

m:  Stony Plain.  Yeah, well up around there then, must have 

rray:  Just a nice, just easy talk. 

          
         Mu
          
         Tom:  Just the wife and I.  No, just the two of us then and we 
         come back.  Anyway we had a meeting.  I don't remember what 
         went on at that meeting now.  I mean, you know, what I rememb
         of being there and... 
          
         Mu
          
         To
         It was through him and this Brady and somebody else, I don't 
         know this other... 
          
         Mu
          
         To
         were the ones who started that Metis Society in Alberta.  I 
         mean, this is what he told us.  (Yells for quiet in house)  A
         this is what he was telling us.   He was a great friend of the 
         Stoney Indians, he said.  I remember this, the Stoney Indian. 
         And when I asked him, I says, "Why the Stoneys?"  "Well," he 
         said, "that's where we live, close to them," you see.  But he 
         always talked about the Stoney Indians and I don't know why, 
         you know.  I'd like to know why.   
          
         Mu
          
         To
         this must have been where the Stoney Indians... is there a 
         Stoney reserve up there? 
          
         Mu
          
         To
          

rray:  There is a place called Stony Pla         Mu
          
         To
         been.  But I'd like to have got to know him better, you know.  
         I mean I couldn't talk to him the way I talk to some of the 
         other guys, leaders, you know.  I mean, most of them you can 
         get and talk to them after the meeting.  Sit down and have a 
         good talk, you know.  While you're having dinner or supper or 
         something.  
          
         Mu



          
         Tom:  Yeah, you know, just talking back and forth.  And this is 
         where you learn a lot, you know.  I mean, all I ever learned, I 
         learned it from people, just by listening.  And this is good.  
         I mean, and I used to do a lot of reading.  I still do a lot of 
         reading but not so much now. 
          
         Murray:  But Malcolm you couldn't do that with? 
          
         Tom:  No, I mean, you know he would, I don't know.  Well, of 

 

  

rray:  Well, was Malcolm the kind of man you could sit down 

m:  I think so.  But I mean, I don't think you could talk to 

rray:  He was a native person, a halfbreed by birth, but do 

, after he got up and... you see, 

rray:  Well, he was a trainer.  I think he had a, yeah, a 

m:  Yeah, geo...  Well, that's what he was and he was out in 

 

 

rray:  It was his style more than his...? 

m:  Yeah, it was just his ways, you know.  I mean, he talked 

rray:  Too high sometimes, eh? 

And I told him this one time. 

         course, he had his wife and family and kids, you see.  And when 
         the meeting was over, I guess he wanted to get home and he 
         wanted to go to his wife and family.  I met a couple of... I
         don't remember now.  One of his girls is married I know.  And 
         the boy, I remember the boy.  But I wouldn't remember them now.
         That's quite a while ago. 
          
         Mu
         and talk to if he was available? 
          
         To
         him the same as you would somebody else.  I mean, he was like a 
         hard man to get to know.  You know. 
          
         Mu
         you think he had a lot of the sort of style of white men?  Was 
         that part of Malcolm or...? 
          

m:  Well, I think, you see         To
         he used to prospect in the field a lot, eh.  What do you call 
         these fellows? 
          
         Mu
         prospector.  He was a geologist. 
          
         To
         the field a lot and at that time.  He told us at one meeting 

d         one day when the times were hard, he used to go out and he use
         to make $50 a day.  I mean, you know, just like that.  I mean, 
         where the rest of us maybe was making $1 a day, eh.  So, I 
         don't know whether this got to him or not but some people 
         thought he was, you know, he was too high for these common 
         people.  But I don't think he was that way.  It was just his
         ways. 
          
         Mu
          
         To
         awful high English, you know. 
          
         Mu
          

m:  Well, sometimes too high.           To
         I says, "Well, come down a notch or two," I says.  "And talk to 
         us so we can understand you.  We all haven't got the education 
         you've got."  You know. 
          



         Murray:  What did he say to that when you...? 

m:  He said, "Well."  Well he did.  

m:  Oh yes.  I mean, he was an easy guy to get along with, 

sh 

 
 

rray:  So he tried to adapt his talking to the people? 

l the 

rray:  Right. 

m:  Packing.  And stuff like this and they'd make camp and 

nted 

rray:  If you were to have any criticisms of him as a leader, 

y? 

m:  No, I can't think of any.  Well, there's a few things 

 

n at one 
 

          
         To
          
         Murray:  He tried, eh? 
          
         To
         you know, to please the people.  And he knew that there were a 
         lot of people there that talked Cree and English, you see.  
         And lots of them talked Cree.  I mean, they didn't talk Engli
         too good.  So some of them couldn't understand just right so 
         you had to explain it to them and had to explain it to them in
         very low English, you see.  And this is what I liked him about. 
         I mean, when he got down talking to people, when he got with 
         that group of people, he talked the way the group of people 
         was, you see. 
          
         Mu
          
         Tom:  Yeah, his speech to the people.  Then when he got talking 
         to big people, you know what I mean, to the bigger shot, well 
         it would be all big words.  Half of these words I'd need a 
         dictionary, you know, to find out.  But on the whole, Malcolm 
         was a sincere guy to what he was trying to do, you know.   
         Well, he done a lot, I mean he done a lot for his people,  
         through his life.  He said when he used to go out in the 
         field, he'd take most of these guys with him, you see.  Al
         ones he could.  For to help him packing and, you know, most of 
         the time they were walking, eh. 
          
         Mu
          
         To
         stuff like this, you see.  The people knew this.  And he says 
         there wasn't always just them; it wasn't always just the 
         halfbreeds.  There was the odd white man too, you know, wa
         to go out and do this and that so, oh, he got along.  He got 
         along with the people pretty good. 
          
         Mu
         what might you...?  If he were sitting here today and you were 
         going to suggest things to him that he might have done 
         differently, what would they be?  Or can you think of an
          
         To
         that I didn't agree with him on but I mean, that was just my 
         point of view, you see.  All the other people, I brought this 
         up to some of the people after the meeting and I just wanted to
         see what they say.  Oh, they said, most of them said, "Oh 

ow          Malcolm's doing alright."  "Well, of course," I says, "I kn
         he's doing alright.  But couldn't this have been done 
         different?" you know.   
          
         Murray:  Can you remember anything in particular? 
          

m:  I can't right now.  I had all this wrote dow         To
         time.  I had this all on paper and I used to keep a diary of



         stuff because I forget so quick, you see.  And I used to keep a 

 

her, I met this other guy.  I don't know, Marian I think her 

 

rray:  Right. 

m:  You see, I can't - I should've wrote...  You see, when 
I 

m:  And what is his job in the organization.  This is what I 

rray:  You don't have any of those notes left, eh? 

 them from 

you 

m:  And this is what I used to do.  And I haven't got any of 

 

rray:  That's the kind of stuff you got. 

gs that Malcolm 
ould 

         little diary and now I don't do this.  You see, all this, some 
         people come along and they'd read it and they'd want this, you 
         know, and everybody is trying at it.  How many people was in 
         there?  There was two here last summer, two from Saskatoon.  
         They were going to write a book.  Well, I didn't talk too much
         to them.  This is this woman I was telling you about and this 
          
         ot
         name was.  Or Miriam.  I just forget anyway.  And this guy what 
         was on TV, you know, when they took the kids down here.  You 
         know, pow-wow and what not, this (?).  And this guy, I met him
         but I didn't talk to him long.  I was in and I was working too 
         and I couldn't be away.  I watched them over there for about an 
         hour and I couldn't be away.  But I forget, I even forget his 
         name.  That's only what, two months ago, three months ago, two 
         months ago?   
          
         Mu
          
         To
         I'm doing this, when I'm at a meeting or something like this, 
         write all this down.  I mean the guy's name and what he was...   
          
          
         Murray:  What he was saying... 
          
         To
         used to put down and I used to put little notes under it, you 
         know, and when I'd look at it, I could just about tell, you 
         see, then. 
          
         Mu
          

m:  I haven't got, I don't know.  Somebody borrowed         To
         me and I had pretty near a whole bookful.  You know, just 
         about this guy here, a little bit about this, a little bit 
         about the next one, you know.  When you glance through that 
         can tell what went on. 
          

rray:  Right.          Mu
          
         To
         this left.  I was looking through some of the stuff there but 
         there is nothing left anymore.  Just papers that come out, you 
         know, like the books that come out from the Metis Society and 
         books and papers, and stuff like this is about all I got left. 
         I seen one little letter there the other day.  They were telling 
         us about a meeting in Batoche.  That's about three years ago and 
         that's all I can.... 
          
         Mu
          
         Tom:  Yeah.  That's about all I got left. 
          

rray:  Can you remember some of the thin         Mu
         would say at meetings?  Were there certain things that he w



          
         talk about at almost every meeting?  You know, or was there 
         some things that he thought were really important?  Can you 
         remember any particular things? 
          
         Tom:  Well, anything he talked about, he thought it was real 

rray:  He had to be talking about something important. 

m:  He had to be talking about something that was going to do 

 

rray:  He didn't like being interrupted. 

e."  

m:  But I made him smile once.  All the time,... 

 of meetings.  But he was a man that 
ver did smile much anyway, you know.  Once in a while he'd 

:  Pretty serious man. 

was awful serious. 

ngs?  Do you 
ink he felt that things were going to get better or did he 

thought it would be better, it would be 
tter for the majority of people.  Not only the Metis Society 

t things would shape up? 

ter for 

         important anyway, you know.  I mean, I'll tell you one thing, 
         Malcolm didn't like to talk and talk for nothing. 
          
         Mu
          
         To
         the people some good.  A bunch of us one time were sitting 
         around the table at one end and this guy asked me something 
         and I told him what I thought I could.  And this old Malcolm 
         looked at us and he hollered at us.  He says, "If you fellows 
         want me to talk at this meeting," he says, "why don't you 
         listen!"   He asked me what it was he said.  I said, "I can
         tell you what said.  I was listening."   
          
         Mu
          
         Tom:  Oh no, no.  Oh no, when he was saying something, he 
         wanted you to listen.  Because he says, "My time is valuabl
         Well I says, "Mine is too, but I'm not getting paid for it."  
         (chuckles)  I think I made that man smile once.  And you know, 
         I'm a guy I like to have fun.  I mean, it's not all work. 
          

rray:  Or all serious.          Mu
          
         To
          
         Murray:  That's all, eh? 
          
         Tom:  And he went to a lot
         ne
         crack a joke in Cree but I couldn't understand Cree.  And he'd 

          tell something in Cree.  Then, well, he'd laugh then, you see,
         because he was telling it.  But on the whole, I mean he was 
         a... 
          
         Murray
          
         Tom:  Pretty serious man.  He 
          
          

rray:  Do you think he was optimistic about thi         Mu
         th
         feel the other way? 
          
         Tom:  Oh no, no.  He 
         be
         but all people, you see.  
          
         Murray:  So he had hope tha
          
         Tom:  He had hope that things would change and go bet



         everybody.  Not only just the Metis people but for everybody.  

n't 
f 

m. 

g at them. 

about... how 
d he talk in terms of...?  You said he thought things would 

       Tom:  Well, I mean this is it.  This is what he was figuring 
, then 

e white man has got to change his way of living too because 

 

ork, well okay, we always had a 
ite man for a boss.  It's only him that knew. 

 man at the 

ou 
ke like if a Metis got up and said something to the white 

 

be 

s 
 for 

 

         Because, I mean, he made his living through the white man and 
         stuff like this; and he made a good living.  And you know, he 
         never run them down.  Only the guys that maybe come to a 
         meeting and he'd run them down to his face, not behind his 
         back.  And then he was a guy of this sort, you see.  I did
         get to know his family too good.  I seen his wife a couple o
         times but you know, you never... 
          
         Murray:  You don't get to know the
          
         Tom:  You never got to, just by lookin
          
         Murray:  When he talked about society did he talk 
         di
         change for everybody.  Do you remember what he said, did he 
         talk about how the white man would have to change too? 
          
  
         on.  He said before the Metis Society can function right
         th
         "what the white man is doing now," he said, "it's not always 
         right."  Well, everybody knows this.  I mean they're the ones 
         that made a lot of mistakes.  And you see, when I was a young 
         fellow, well you see, I lived by the rule of the white man 
         because I always thought he was superior to us.  But I find out
         as I get older he's not always right, you know.    
          
         Murray:  That's what you were taught when you were young, that 
         the white man was on top? 
          
         Tom:  Well, this was it.  I mean, this was the belief that we 
         got.  When we went out to w
         wh
          
          
         Murray:  So all your experiences showed the white

p?            to
          
         Tom:  Yes, that's right.  I mean, through all the time that I 

 And I mean, if somebody got up and said something, y         worked. 
         ta
         man, then the white man didn't like this because he was talking
         and maybe telling you more good than the white man ever told 
         him.  You see, this is the way it is.   And this shall never 
         right until each person has his equal rights.  You know, you, 
         me, and everybody else. 
          
         Murray:  So Malcolm, that was the message that Malcolm put 
         across a lot, eh? 
          
         Tom:  Well, I mean on the whole, on the whole, yes.  This wa

.  I wouldn't swear on a stack of Bibles         his belief, I think
         it, but I mean this is my opinion of him. 
          
         Murray:  Right, so it wasn't an anti-white thing, it was 
         just everyone should change for the better.



          
         Tom:  That's right.  And this was his belief.  Everyone should 

e says this 
 agreed with him, 

m:  I mean, there is good and bad in every race of people.  

om:  That's right, that's right.  You can get the Chinamen; 
ere is good people there, there is bad people.  You can get 

od and there 
nd 
o 

 makes power, how do you 
t power?  They want to get ahold of the money.  Money men, 

s is the ruination of all our countries is 
wer.  That's it.  That's what you hear on the radio, on TV, 

 

ome?  I don't think so. 

olm talk about that sort of thing too?  

ne of 
s... 

o.  Our people at that time, you know, they were grasping.  
tuff like this and 
, they were always 

 and and stuff like this.  And he says, 

         have changed for the better and I mean, and h
uld've been a better place to live.  And I         wo

         you know.  You can agree with this. 
          
         Murray:  Sure. 
          
         To
         You know. 
          
         Murray:  Right.  You judge each individual on... 
          
         T
         th
         the Metis Society or the Metis people; there is go
         is bad in them all.  So I mean this is the way that it is.  A
         until this changes, so each one has a...  You see, there is to
         many people trying to be big shots, boss, you see, boss.  I 
         mean, they always want to be boss. 
          
         Murray:  Power. 
          
         Tom:  Power, power, power.  And what
         ge
         you see.  And thi
         po
          
          
         you read it in papers.  And this is what it all boils down to
         is just power.  That's all.  And when they overcome this, then 

'll be a lot different, you know.          it
          
         Murray:  Right. 
          
         Tom:  But will they ever let it overc
          
         Murray:  Did Malc
          
         Tom:  Well, I mean, not so much about that.   He might have 

lked about it at a lot of meetings maybe I never attended          ta
         but, I mean, I think this was his aim.  I mean, this was o
         hi
          
         Murray:  He was getting at that, sort of. 
          

is is what he was coming to and this is quite a while          Tom:  Th
         ag
         They were trying to make their living and s

ey're always, well, how would you say it         th
         put down.  I mean, they was always the lower dog or something 
         like this.  And they got all the dirtiest jobs there was if 
         there had to be work. 
          
         Murray:  Lowest paying and... 
          
         Tom:  Lowest paying job



         "Until we get educated..."  Well, I mean, education is good.  
ned, I think education has 

ined every country there is.  As far as I can see.  Well, 

t this and they get thinking about this I imagine.  I don't 
.  

t I mean, the more education they get, I mean, the brighter 

m:  Well, more money.  I mean, this man, this man over here, 
ese 

he big education is going to get in there and get 
me of that, eh? 

 what's going on today.  This is as far as I 
, it's greediness.  One old fellow told me, and 
fellow either, he was young.  I think he was 

 what was it, a Swede or a Norwegian.  He was quite a man.  He 

  

 

d be the same as anybody else, wouldn't 
ey? 

t I imagine there was a few, a few who done this.  But I mean 
educated, the more you get into this and the 
tter things.  You want cars, you want this, and 

t and that is to get your fingers into the pie 
 bit out of the kitty.  You know, little by 
 is what goes on. 

         But I mean as far as I'm concer
         ru
         take like our countries here, the more these people get 
         educated, the worse they are.  This is the way I look at it. 
          
         Murray:  The more they want power, is that what you mean? 
          
         Tom:  Yeah, that's right.  I mean, they get educated and they 
         ge
         know what they think about after they get so much education
         Bu
         they are and they want to... 
          
         Murray:  Do you think they become more selfish with more 
         education?   
          
         To
         he has a chance maybe to make a million dollars.  Well, th
         fellows with t
         so
          
         Murray:  Right. 
          
         Tom:  Well, this is
         can see.  I mean
         he wasn't an old 
         a,
         used to go to church.  And he says, "Greediness is born into 
         humanity.  And this world will never be any different until you 
         get a nation brought up young and learn them not to be greedy."
          
         Murray:  Do you think that when you were young, do you think 
         that native people were as greedy as they are today?  Have 
         things changed at all? 
          
         Tom:  Well, I mean, no, I mean, I never heard of them but, you

          know, been trying to fill their pockets too but I imagine if
         they got educated, they'
         th
          
         Murray:  Right. 
          

 don't know.  I don't think there'd be any difference          Tom:  I
         bu
         the more you get 

re you want be         mo
         you want that.  Well, you got to have money to do this.  How 
         are you going to get it if you're not making enough in wages? 
          
         Murray:  Right. 
          
         Tom:  You know, you got to get it somehow.  And there is only 
         one way to get i
         and take a little

ttle, and this         li
          



         Murray:  Right. 
          
         Tom:  It did happen here in Green L

ere people got their fingers in 
ake, two or three times, 
the wrong kitty and took out 

 money and they got caught.   You know, it's 
ppened all over.  It happened in Regina, it happened in 

 

 or...? 

g 

. 

, 
ere was a woman, what I heard somebody was telling me here, I 

man was in Vancouver and 

, she got away with a lot of money.  But I guess 
ey caught her in the end but I don't know how long it's going 

 mean 
ings like this.  Just greediness, that's all. 

 

 a lot of history books would refer to 
avages and that sort of thing. 

m:  Oh yeah, yeah, well, I mean this is true. But he always 
, he 

uckles)  
at's the way he put it, you know. 

y, 
 were called savages all our lives," he says, and he come up 

         wh
         a little too much
         ha
         Saskatoon.  You hear about it, you know.  And this is just, I
         don't know, but I think it's just greediness.   
          
          
         Murray:  When you say it happened in these places, you mean 
         this is in businesses and things like that do you
          
         Tom:  Well, I mean, you see that some of these people lookin
         after welfare, welfare cheques and whatnot, well, they can 
         write out a cheque and go and cash it and do this and that
          
         Murray:  That kind of thing, yeah. 
          
         Tom:  This kind of thing here.  This is what I mean.  You see
         th
         don't know how long ago now, this wo
         she was... 
          
         Murray:  Had quite a system going I think, didn't she? 
          
         Tom:  Oh yes
         th
         to take her to pay it back.  (chuckles)  You know, but I
         th
          
         Murray:  Can we get back to Malcolm for just a minute?  I was 
         wondering if he ever talked about Metis history and how they'd 
         been lied about in books and things like that?   
          
         Tom:  He talked about this a lot but I just don't know.  I just
         can't explain it to you.  I just forget about it, you know, the 
         biggest part of it. 
          
         Murray:  But did he ever talk about the history in books about 
         native people being inaccurate?  Is that the kind of thing he 
         would talk about? 
          
         Tom:  What do you mean? 
          
         Murray:  Well, like

dian people as s         In
          
         To
         said that if this is put down in history and put down right
         said the only savage is the one who wrote it.  (ch
         Th
          
         Murray:  You can remember him saying that, eh? 
          

 I mean, he says, "Oka         Tom:  Well, I mean, stuff like this. 
         we



         with something there.  The first person who got scalped, he  

is. 

rink.  Firewater, you see.   

this.  But I wish 
could, you know, I wish I could remember. 

at I 
 

 he says, "This society, he's got to 
n," he says, "and run on a.."  Oh what do you call this when 

, political party.  Not 
litical party is behind him. 

mething.  I don't know what he 
at word he used.  Some big word 

 you're into the organization, when 
 get an organization like this," he says, "we're not for no 

m:  You see, this was his belief.  He says, "I think, when 
 politics into different organizations, this 

 bad."  Now  Malcolm didn't say this.  Somebody else said 
is about all parties.  They're no different, you know.  I 

f 

          
         thinks the white man done it, you know.  He says, "The Indians 
         didn't go out and go and scalp.  And after he seen this," he 
         says, "I guess everybody done it."  I remember him saying 
         th
          
         Murray:  That the Indian copied the white man.  The white man 
         did it first? 
          
         Tom:  Yeah, well, the Indian learned the white man how to 
         smoke.  This is what they say.  And the white man learned the 
         Indian how do d
          
         Murray:  A bad bargain, yeah. 
          
         Tom:  Both of them.  Well, I mean stuff like 
         I 
          
         Murray:  Can you ever remember Malcolm talking about the 
         Liberals or the NDP at all in his discussions about one being 
         good or one being bad? 
          
         Tom:  I don't want to go out and say something, I mean, th
         don't really know.  But Malcolm Norris, he never, he wasn't, he
         said he wasn't a...   
          
         Murray:  A party member or... 
          
         Tom:  He said he's not,
         ru
         you're not, you know, political
         po
          
         Murray:  Oh, nonpartisan? 
          
         Tom:  Non... oh, he called it so

lled it now; I just forget wh         ca
         anyway.  But he says, "When
         we
         party."   
          
         Murray:  Right. 
          
          
         To
         you start getting
         is
         th
         mean, I didn't hear Malcolm Norris say this but I heard some o
         our other leaders say this.  He said all parties are, they're 
         just out there for the, you know, to fill their pockets too, 
         good jobs eh.  Well, stuff like this I mean. 
          
         Murray:  Do you think Malcolm believed that too or you can't 
         remember him saying that? 
          



         Tom:  I can't remember him saying that and so I wouldn't want 
 

rson. 

 everything he said come from 
ul sincere. 

rray:  Right. 

I know 
out, you know.  If I could have been closer to Malcolm you 

know him, I mean, a fellow could have got a 
t of information.  I mean, a lot of good information you 

n 

g 
are 

ering about some of the meetings again.  Could 
u describe how, say a meeting in Green Lake that Malcolm came 

ng would start and what would happen at that 
 generally, you know. 

d about I don't know. 

 

       to talk? 

m:  No, no, no.  He would talk for a while, you know, this and 

rray:  People would ask him questions. 

emember.  You see, when they go to a 
s, they always wanted to know what 

 talking about and 
uff like this.  But I can't remember.   

ke 

happened in 

         to say anything about that.  Malcolm was a, you know, he was a
         very straight and honest pe
          
         Murray:  Always said what he believed. 
          
         Tom:  He said what he believed and
         his heart mostly, you know.  He was awf
          
         Mu
          
         Tom:  Yeah, so this is about all.  This is all that 
         ab
         know, and got to 
         lo
         know, for all the peoples.  He was born and raised I think i
         Alberta.  I think this is what he said, around the Stoney 
         Indians.  He always talked about the Stoney Indian.  And I 
         don't know, well, I guess all people is the same.  There is 
         good and bad in them all, you know.  This is it.  You always 
         find bad Indians, good Indians, and the same with everythin
         else.  Good Chinamen, poor Chinamen, stuff like this.  They 
         all the same.  There is no one nation that is perfect. 
          
         Murray:  Right. 
          
         Tom:  No, no. 
          
         Murray:  I'm wond
         yo
         to, how a meeti

eting?  Just         me
          
         Tom:  Oh, gee whiz boy, I don't remember.  I can't.  I try to 

           think of this meeting today here, that Joe had in Green Lake.
         I know he was here, but what he talke
          
         Murray:  If a meeting lasted a certain period of time, would he
         be talking most of the time or would he encourage other people 
  
          
         To
         that, about this and that, and then he'd have a little period 
         there, questions, eh. 
          
         Mu
          
         Tom:  Ask him questions.  And he would answer them.  I can't 
         remember now, I can't r

tis meeting like thi         Me
         they're doing someplace else, what they're
         st
          
         Murray:  But they would talk about other places and things li
         that?   
          
         Tom:  Oh yeah, yeah.  He'd talk about what 



         Saskatoon when he was at a meeting, what happened in P.A. and 

ody else just went.  I think it was, oh yeah, when we 
eting in P.A.  We had a meeting down there.  They 

r 

 Hope. 

m:  Adrian, well that's his right name, Adrian, but I mean we 

 guy to get to know.  And he could 
one that got this land, this colony at... 

rray:  St. Paul? 

 

rray:  It's around that area. 

m:  Kikino, Alberta.  And this means "our home" I think or 
this land anyway.  

d he got it signed and he says there was him, and two other 
l of Metis people went into the... 
t have been twenty, twenty-five of us," 

at you call the best land," but he says, "good enough to 
h for raising cattle."  And he says, "There was 
d stuff like this."  So they got it.  Anyway, 

 

         stuff like this, you see.  And he says he went to Alberta, him 
         and someb

t a me         se
         called us in.  Anybody that wanted to go.  So we got the lette
         through.  I think it was the wife and I and we took two other 
         people from here.  And they brought a guy in from Alberta.  
         Pete Hope. 
          
         Murray:  Oh yeah. 
          
         Tom:  You must have heard of him. 
          
         Murray:  Or Adrian
          
         To
         used to call him Pete. 
          
         Murray:  Oh yeah. 
          
         Tom:  And I got to know him, and that's the first time I met 
         him.  But he was an easy
         talk.  He was the 
          
         Mu
          
          
         Tom:  Out north of Edmonton there somewhere.  I don't know, I

ess it might be St. Paul.          gu
          
         Mu
          
         Tom:  Yeah, what did he call this?  Kikino. 
          

rray:  Kikino, right.          Mu
          
         To
         something.  Then he got this call and he got 
         An
         guys and he says a handfu

here was oh, there mus         "T
         he says, "but they all didn't go," he says.  "They sent us.  
         They wanted us to go," he says, at the meeting there.  And he 

          says, "When we signed, when we got the," what is it the premier
         for the province, like? 
          
         Murray:  Yeah. 
          
         Tom:  Well, he says, "We got him to sign this land."   They 

a of land.  Well, he says, "It wasn't          wanted, you see, this are
         wh
         farm, good enoug

mber on it an         lu
         they signed it and then he says, "When we got this, boy, did we
         go to work."  And Pete Hope was the one what got this, Adrian.  

d          He was the one that got this.  And he was telling us this an
         this was five years after, you see.  After he got this land, he 



         come down to our meeting.    
          
         Murray:  When would that have been?  Do you remember? 
          
         Tom:  Gee whiz, I can't remember. 
          
         Murray:  In the middle sixties sometime, I guess.  Or would it 

olm was 
ound?   

rray:  Right, and the meeting was where? 

rray:  In Prince Albert. 

m:  And he was a funny old fellow.  He had this woman out here 
Cree, and this Adrian Hope he 
d Malcolm.  And anyway they 
e having coffee, so he said, "Oh, 

'll have a little break," he says.  So he starts telling them 

m:  It takes time, eh. 

m:  So, that's about all I can tell you about Malcolm.  I 
now, if I would have had some of them 

tters here - I'm pretty sure most of this stuff went to 
different guys, you see... you take like, well 
Adams.  Well I got to know Howard pretty good 

 

rray:  From Malcolm?  Did Malcolm talk about him? 

 like this you know. 

m.  Is this fellow living?   

rray:  No, he died the same year Malcolm did.  He disappeared 

         have been later?  Was it around the same time that Malc
         ar
          
         Tom:  Oh yeah.  Yeah, it would have to be because Malcolm was 
         at that meeting and it was him that brought this Pete, this 
         Adrian Hope in.  He knew him from before. 
          
         Mu
          
         Tom:  In Prince Albert.  
          
         Mu
          
         To
         with him.  She could talk 
         could talk Cree and so coul
         was getting tired.  They wer
         we
         jokes in Cree, you know.  And I guess they were awful funny in 
         Cree.  (chuckles)  Boy, they were laughing anyway.  
          
         (End of Side A) 
          
         (Side B) 
          
         To
          

rray:  Right.          Mu
          
         To
         mean, if I'd have got to k
         le
         Regina.  Because 

u know Howard          yo
         but he was another man with an awful education.  You know, he
         was away up.  But I like talking to him, I like listening to 

had          him.  But Howard wasn't always right either.  You know, he 
         a lot of faults that he, that could have been better. 
          
         Murray:  You never met Jim Brady though? 
          
         Tom:  I don't think I ever seen Jim.  I heard a lot about him. 
          
         Mu
          

m:  Well, oh, yeah, yeah.  He was, just         To
         They were two good friends, I guess.  Don't think I ever met 
         hi
          
         Mu



         in the bush up around La Ronge. 
          
         Tom:  Oh yes, I heard this, that

ys?   
's right.  Him and two other 

now.  

sk you a bit more then I'll let you 
.  I wondered how people in Green Lake felt about Malcolm?  

 

 

ou hear comments at all? 

 when they were talking to him, you see.  He 
ean they understand Cree 
o talk Cree. 

g. 

ying, you see, so, no, I couldn't.  There is bound to be some 

ll, not only become leaders but get up and do 
ng.   

We 
for the white man to tell us what to do.  Well," 
's get up and do something for ourselves."  Well, 

et up off your backside," he says, "and get to 
rk."  You know. (chuckles)  So, I mean, this is it, eh.  So, 

g 

says, 

rray:  Did he saw land as an important thing for people? 

         gu
          
         Murray:  One other guy. 
          
         Tom:  One other guy.  I heard this, I heard this now.  I 
         remember 
          
         Murray:  I just want to a
         go
         Did they feel the same way you did?  Did they like him and
         respect him? 
          
         Tom:  Oh gee whiz, I don't know, you know.  I mean, I couldn't
         know....   
          
         Murray:  Did y
          
         Tom:  Well, you hear them at the time but there is lots of 
         these people
         understood Cree good, you know, and I m
         from here.  And it was better for them t
          
         Murray:  So often you didn't understand what they were sayin
          
         Tom:  And often I didn't know what they were saying.   They'd 

hey were          ask him questions in Cree.  Well, I didn't know what t
         sa
         people that liked Malcolm.  I mean, you know, he was a likeable 

y.            gu
          
         Murray:  Did he encourage people locally to become leaders in 
         the Metis Society? 
          
         Tom:  We

methi         so
          
         Murray:  Right. 
          
         Tom:  "Do something for yourself," he says.  He says, "
         always waited 

 says, "let         he
         this is true.  "G
         wo
         you know, he was a guy, I think if he could've had somethin
         like Pete Hope started there, I think he would have been well. 
          
         Murray:  Did he talk about land at all when he talked at 
         meetings?   
          
         Tom:  Well, he talked about land.  He says, "Land," he says, 
         "there is lots of land, lots of land for everybody."  He 
         "If they would just do it and do it right."   
          
         Mu



          
         Tom:  Well, the land was very important because, you see, if 
         you're building a house, you haven't got land t

ow.  And he says, "You want to have a home o
o put it on, you 
f your own," he 

he 
ty, and the ordinary Metis guy can't buy a lot to build a 

 

 

s 

know, to get out and work on 
eir own and stuff like this.  But when you get pushed down, 

down, you know, you're not going to do 

e was a period of time in there that it didn't do 

 
t, 

e Amyotte.  He was the one that went in there for a 

       Tom:  I think that was it.  Now, I don't know.  I just forget 
out this, but I remember this Joe Amyotte 'cause he was here 

wn a bit? 

rray:  Do you remember when that was?  Would that have been 

m:  Oh yes, that was after Malcolm.  Well, Malcolm wasn't, I 
w, to keep people 

ganized, eh.  It seemed to me sometimes he wasn't that much 

         kn
         says, "where you going to put it?"  He says, "You get into t
         ci
         house on it."  And he says, "You got restrictions, building in
         the cities.  You got to build it what they say.  Not the way we 
         used to do it.  Used to go out in the bush and build a log 
         shack, and live there, you know."  This was it.  And he says 
         stuff like this.  This is what Malcolm always said, "Get up and
         do something."  So I guess he seen a lot of lazy Indians and 
         halfbreeds.  (chuckles)  But lots didn't have a chance too, you 
         know.  I mean, this is true.  You know, lots of our people wa
         kept down.  I mean, this was it. 
          
         Murray:  Oh, sure. 
          
         Tom:  And I mean, if this hadn't have been so, I think they 
         would have been a lot better, you 
         th
         pushed down, pushed 
         anything. 
          
         Murray:  Right.  Do you remember if the Metis Society kept 
         growing after Malcolm died?  Or did it, was there a period 
         when...? 
          

m:  Ther         To
         well, no.  After he, who took over?  Howard Adams, I think. 
          

r was it Joe Amyotte was around for a while?          Murray:  O
          
         Tom:  Oh yeah, yeah, Joe Amyotte, that's right.  That's right
         too, Joe Amyotte, he was with the Metis Society.  That's righ
         Jo
         president.   
          
         Murray:  I think that's when the two, the northern one and the 
         southern one joined I think.  Joe was with the southern one and 

ink.          then when they joined he became president of both, I th
          
  
         ab
         not too many years ago. 
          

          Murray:  But was there a period there where it sort of slowed
         do
          
         Tom:  Yeah, it was kind of slack in there. 
          
         Mu
         after Malcolm?  
          
         To
         don't know.  He wasn't a guy anyway, you kno
         or



         interested, you know.  At times.  And at times when he got to a 
ery interested, you know.  He wanted to see 

ople do something.   

, 
organized and keeping them, doing 

mething.  You see, this is what I mean.  You see, you maybe 
a 

nce you got these 
ople around P.A. there interested, then he wasn't all that 

d 
Did you have meetings about this and 

etings about that?" you know.  And the people around there 
is is what you're supposed 

 

is was true. 

rray:  He didn't want people to be dependent on him then, eh?   

u know.  Not waiting for somebody, come wait 
 tell you what to do.  You know?  I mean 

t anyway, there must have been a little time in there when 

t 

 

at time, I think. 

r 
isted up anyway. 

         meeting, he was v
         pe
          
         Murray:  Could you tell me about those other times when he 
         didn't seem so interested?  How do you mean? 
          
         Tom:  Well, I mean sometimes he didn't, you know, I mean it is
         like getting the people 
         so
         had a group of people of maybe five or six hundred or maybe 
         hundred or maybe of fifty, eh.  And you see, o
         pe
         eager to keep them going. 
          
         Murray:  He would try something...? 
          
         Tom:  Well, he would try something else, you see.  He would be 
         doing something else.  He would be away somewhere and then he'
         come back.  Then he says, "
         me
         said, "No."  Well, he says, "Well, th
         to be doing.  I can't be here all the time."  Well, he was true
         in that way.  So I mean, you can't put all the blame onto him. 
          
         Murray:  So he tried to get people to do things themselves? 
          
         Tom:  Yeah, well, oh yeah, this was it.  This was very much so 
         of Malcolm, you see.  He didn't want to be there because he knew 
         he wasn't going to be around there all the time, you know.  But 
         th
          
         Mu
          
         Tom:  Yeah, he wanted people to depend on themselves.  You know, 
         well this is so.  This is good for everybody to get out and get 
         on their own, yo

r somebody to         fo
         sometimes a guy might get pretty hungry if you had to wait.  
         Bu
         this Amyotte was in there that things didn't happen anyway.  
         But anyway, they had a meeting.  They called this meeting and 
          

asn'         had it in Saskatoon.  We were called up there.  Well, I w
         making that much money.  I was raising a family.  Well I says 
         to the wife - I had an old car here - I said, "We'll go."  So 
         we went to Saskatoon and I think this is when Howard Adams got
         in as president.  And Jim Sinclair got in as Vice President 
         th
          
         Murray:  Or maybe field worker, eh?  Jim was a field worker at 
         one time. 
          
         Tom:  Oh yeah, that's right.  He was a field worker.  I wonde
         how I got this all tw
          
         Murray:  Was Malcolm still alive then?  At that meeting?  Was 



         he at that meeting? 

ck to the meeting in P.A., Malcolm was in 
ir then.  And after that I never seen him again. 

rray:  And this meeting in Saskatoon was after that? 

 sometime.  I 
n't remember whether it was that same year or the next year. 

can't 
ace this right.  I don't know whether he was in there after 

tty sure. 

 got in, and you said Jim was a 
eld worker. 

he 
y have... 

n as Vice President then? 

t, I'm not sure. 

m:  I don't know.  Maybe Jim was a field worker before that 
s 
 I 

st can't place this.  I wasn't - and after that meeting we 

rray:  Do you remember how many meetings that Malcolm came to 

rray:  Not that you were at, eh? 

          
         Tom:  No. 
          
         Murray:  That would have been after 1967 then? 
          
         Tom:  When we went ba
         a wheelcha
          
         Mu
          
         Tom:  Yeah, well, it would have to be after that
         ca
          
         Murray:  Was Howard Adams elected after Joe Amyotte? 
          
         Tom:  I think so, I think so, boy.  Now I don't, I just 
         tr
         Joe Amyotte or not.  Do you know if anybody else was president 
         after Joe? 
          
         Murray:  I think Howard but... 
          
         Tom:  You think, yeah, well this is what I thought.  Now I'm 
         not too sure either, you know.  I don't want to go out... 
          
         Murray:  Pre
          
         Tom:  I was, I think when Howard
         fi
          

t          Murray:  Well, I know Jim was a field worker at one time bu
         ma
          
          
         Tom:  Yeah, well, that must have been the time.  But who was 
         the, who went i
          
         Murray:  I don't know, maybe I'm confusing you.  Maybe Jim was 
         Vice Presiden
          
         To
         while Joe Amyotte was in there somewhere.  And maybe he went a

down in writing but         Vice President.  Now, I think we had this 
         ju
         didn't go back for quite a while, you know. 
          
         Mu
         in Green Lake? 
          
         Tom:  One for sure. 
          

at?          Murray:  Do you think there were more than th
          
         Tom:  I don't - I couldn't say. 
          
         Mu



          
         Tom:  Now, I was away here sometimes, you know.  
         this, doing that, and he could have been around he

eting while I was gone someplace you know.   

Out doing 
re to a 

rray:  Who was the first president of the local?  Was that 

 
now.  

 always said.  
's something to do anyway even if they don't do what we want 

rray:  Before the Metis Society started organizing, was there 
e 

ll, I guess they were the first people that done this 
 a larger scale.  There is always somebody with a pretty fair 

u 
But after the Metis Society 
 good.  I'll say this.   

n they started?  

 

o 
t.  You see, and this was through the Department of Welfare.  

supposed to do, then the Metis 
ciety wouldn't have to step in and get out and get maybe a 

.. 
 

d some of these other places, Cole Bay, James Bay.  Up north 
d I learned 

 lot about how welfare was supposed to do. 

red 

         me
          
         Mu
         Alec Bishop?  Was he...? 
          
         Tom:  Yeah.  This was quite a while ago when Alec Bishop was
         the president here and, oh, he got along pretty good, you k
         Something to do anyway you know,  this is what I
         It
         to do. 
          
         Mu
         any people in the community that could sort of represent peopl
         if they had a problem?  Would they go to government or was the 
         Metis Society the first organization that did that? 
          
         Tom:  We
         on
         head, write to maybe the provincial government, demanding or 
         asking for this or for that.  There is always somebody.  I 
         imagine Alec Bishop done this.   
          
          
         Murray:  Before the Metis Society came along. 
          
         Tom:  Before the Metis Society.  You see, anything that went 
         on... you want something you got to do it for yourself if yo
         got no organization to help you.  

t organized, they done a lot of         go
          
         Murray:  What kinds of things would they do whe

w would they help people?          Ho
          
         Tom:  Well, I mean, what was their trouble?  What was the Metis
         Society and the Indian and the halfbreed, what was their 
         trouble?  The biggest part of them was not getting enough t
         ea
         You see, if the Department of Welfare would have stuck to their 
         guns and done what they were 
         So
         bannock for this guy over here, or a pail of tea or something. 
          
         Murray:  So all that was a lot to do with welfare? 
          
         Tom:  A lot of that was.  The biggest part of it was all 
         welfare until they got things straightened out.  My wife was.
         at that time, she was a field worker here.  And in Meadow Lake
         and the Green Lake area.  Then she had Dory Lake, Sled Lake, 
         an
         you see, Beauval.  And I used to drive her around an
         a
          
         Murray:  What are the things that the Metis Society pressu
         the government for?  Did they pressure them for jobs? 



          
         Tom:  Well, jobs, yeah.  Jobs, land, land, stuff like this, you
         see.  I mean, well, he says, "You're always talking about 

 

Sinclair used 
... Howard Adams too, used to talk on this.  He says, "After 

rray:  Did Malcolm talk about education too? 

m:  Quite often.  He always told the young people, any young 
s, "Get that 

ucation."  He says, "The white man wants us to be educated."  
, eh.  

got in 
too, you 

e.  Educating the people.  Well, he was a... 

ou 
t 

m:  You know.  It's absolutely no different.  If a person 
ow did some of these people work?  They 
 at all.  How did they run their farms?  This 

ng 
earn to read and write and as long as you've got 
w.   

nd of Side B) 

GE # 

      IH-372      TOM FIDDLER    77         19,21,23 
, JOE                IH-372      TOM FIDDLER    77         19,20,21 

H-372      TOM FIDDLER    77         22 
DLER    77         17 

         getting our people educated and when you get them educated, 
         give them a job."  You see, this is what Jim 
         to
         we get them educated," he says, "we see that they get jobs."   
          
         Mu
          
         Tom:  Oh yeah, he was.  He was very much for education. 
          
         Murray:  He talked about that quite often, did he? 
          
          
         To
         people there, he says, "Keep in school."  He say
         ed
         He says, "Let's get it."  (chuckles)  Well, this was true
         Yeah, well, this is what happened and after Howard 
         there, well this is what he was.  This was his beef 
         se
          
         Murray:  He was an educator himself. 
          
         Tom:  He was an educator.  He could talk to anybody, I guess, 
         about education but I mean, this is what he wanted.  He wanted 
         the young people to get educated and get up there.  Well, y
         see, it's in times now where a person has to be educated to ge
         a job. 
          
         Murray:  Right. 
          
         Tom:  And I can't see it's no different now than it was 50 
         years ago. 
          
         Murray:  Right. 
          
         To
         wasn't educated h

ren't educated         we
         was it.  I don't think education is all that necessary as lo
         as you can l

e know-ho         th
          
         (E
          
         (End of Interview)     
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