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   Mr. MacAuley is a            
         He was in WWI and has since worked as a trapper as well as in 
         various forestry jobs including 11 years as a towerman. 
          
          
         HI
          
         - 
         including increase in crime and alcoholism. 
         - Jim Brady:  his time in Cumberland House. 
         GENERAL COMMENTS: 
          

e MacAuley is a          Jo
         very little about Brady and Norris but talks briefly about the 
         period before the war and the differences between the church 
         school and the government schools; about the lack of drinking 
         and crime in the early days and its prevalence now. 
          

TERVIEW:          IN
          
         Mu
         Joe, can you remember the first time you met Jim Brady and why
         he was in Cumberland? 



          
         Joe:  Well, I don't know exactly what time he came here but he 
         was a field officer here at Cumberland and during the hard 

ob          times when there was mostly relief work.  And he gave me a j
         to be foreman of the pulp wood camp at McDowns Bay one summer.  
         And everybody liked Jim, you know.  He wasn't a Cree Indian, I 
         don't think.  I think he was more... 
          
         Murray:  He was Ojibway, I think. 

 

 

rray:  Did he help people out? 

e:  He helped people out, yes.  But he done a lot of foolish 

all.  

rray:  He built it for himself and then was...? 

e:  No, he just built it for a camp, you know, for 

rray:  Why was that?  Was it not in a good place? 

f timber 

hey 

rray:  So that's what he was trying to do mostly, was to get 

e:  Yes, yeah.  And he was here for quite a while.  I liked 

rray:  Did you ever have talks with him? 

rray:  What kinds of things would he talk about? 

e:  Well, he used to talk a lot about prospecting and so 

          
         Joe:  Ojibway or a Sioux Indian, part Sioux Indian.  He was a 
         well-educated man.  Everybody liked him when he was up here you
         know.  And he was a nice guy.  But he had faults too, you know.  
         He was living with a woman for a while in Cumberland and lots 
         of people didn't like him for that.  But he had a daughter; she
         is married now.  She is married to one of the Henry kids.  But 
         Brady was a nice man. 
          
         Mu
          
          
         Jo
         things too.  He built cabins that they never used, you know, 
         the wrong places I suppose, but just to gain work for the 
         people.  I remember he built a cabin that he never used at 
         It is on the way to Sturgeon Lake. 
          
         Mu
          
         Jo
         travellers.  But nobody used it. 
          
         Mu
          

e:  He built it in a good place.  There was lots o         Jo
         right there, you know, where that house is.  But they never 
         used that cabin and I guess it, I don't know what to say, 

t         whether it was money thrown away for nothing or what.  But 
         never used it anyway.  Just to give work to the men.  At the 
         time it was pretty hard them days. 
          
         Mu
         jobs for people, eh? 
          
         Jo
         him.   
          
         Mu
          

e:  Oh yes.          Jo
          
         Mu
          
          
         Jo
         forth and he liked that kind of life.   
          



         Murray:  Did he ever talk about his work in Alberta? 

e:  No, no, he never mentioned it to me, in Alberta.  But 

rray:  Did he ever talk to you about a Metis society or 

e:  No, no. 

e:  No, he never mentioned anything about that. 

rray:  What kinds of things would Jim help people with other 

e:  Oh yes, they would go to him and I think a lot of people 

I 
 

rray:  Oh yeah.  Were there a lot of people with these relief 

e:  Well, there was quite a few, yeah. 

rray:  Would these be temporary jobs? 

rray:  For the summer maybe? 

e:  Just for the summer. 

 he ever worked for the CCF party? 

e:  No, no I don't remember. 

rray:  You don't remember or...? 

rray:  If he had worked for them, would you have known it, do 

e:  Oh I don't think so because the CCF was a good 

          
         Jo
         that's where he came from I think, in Alberta. 
          
         Mu
         association at all? 
          
         Jo
          
         Murray:  You never heard him talk about that, eh? 
          
         Jo
          
         Mu
         than getting jobs?  Would people go to him for help if they had 
         a problem? 
          
         Jo
         were helped by him, you know.  They got relief jobs from him, you 
         know.  Jobs wasn't plentiful in them years. 
          
         Murray:  What were some of the relief jobs?  What kind of jobs 
         would they be?  
          
         Joe:  Well, mostly when there was a fire.  He was the fire 
         ranger too, you know.  It wasn't through him, I got a job.  
         worked for the department long time too but it was after that. 
         I used to be the towerman. 
          
         Mu
         jobs?   
          
         Jo
          
         Mu
          

e:  Just temporary jobs, yeah.          Jo
          
         Mu
          
         Jo
          

rray:  Do you remember if         Mu
          
         Jo
          
         Mu
          

e:  No.          Jo
          
         Mu
         you think? 
          
         Jo
         government, you know.  I can say that. 
          



         Murray:  Right.   

reak in tape) 

rray:  When he came. 

e:  When he came.  You see there was no schools before that.  

rray:  So the CCF was the first government to really work on 

e:  Yeah, that's right, yeah. 

rray:  Did people appreciate that?  Did they think that was 

e:  Yeah, I think so.  Yeah, they sure did.  Yeah, I think 

rray:  Did people at that time want their children to go to 

e:  Yes, yeah.  You see, before that when the other school 

 

when 

 to 

rray:  They passed a law saying that the kids had to go to 

e:  Oh yeah.  You see, they are getting a lot of help now you 

rray:  Did some people not like that?  Did they want to be 

e:  No, I don't think so.  I never heard anybody complain 

e:  To get an education.  They are not any better, you know.  

          
         (b
          
         Joe:  The CCF government was here already then. 
          
         Mu
          
         Jo
         This school that they had here was run just through the bishop, 
         Bishop Charlebois.  If it hadn't been for him, there would have 
         been no school in the early days, you know.  But it's the CCF 
         that started that and now they are pretty well all educated 
         now.  They have nice schools ever since then. 
          
         Mu
         schools, eh? 
          
         Jo
          
         Mu
         good?   
          
         Jo
         they appreciated that. 
          
         Mu
         school?   
          
         Jo
         was here, the people used to take all their families out and 
         stay away all winter and the kids didn't have the chance to go
         to school because the school was just a small school.  It 
         wasn't big enough you see, the first school they had.  But 
         they started putting them, well they passed a law that 
         everybody had to stay in Cumberland for their kids to go
         school.   
          
         Mu
         school, is that what the law said?  
          
         Jo
         see.  The kids are going to school and that's the reason why 
         they don't have to take their kids out. 
          
         Mu
         able to take their kids on the trapline? 
          
         Jo
         about keeping the kids here.  I think it's better this way.  
         The kids have a better chance to... 
          

rray:  Get an education.          Mu
          
         Jo
         As a matter of fact, I think the kids are worse now. 
          



         Murray:  Get into more trouble don't they. 

e:  Get into more trouble.  That's what I see. 

e:  I don't know why that is at all. 

rray:  Do you think it's because of education? 

y 

ow.  And they are up to mischief all the time.  Maybe there is 

rray:  Maybe it's because they're all in one place now and it 

e:  Yeah, that's what I figure.  Maybe that had something to 

rray:  When did that start to happen? 

e:  Only the last four years that I noticed that. 

e:  Yeah. 

rray:  What's changed in the last four years? 

ownups, 
e not 

an there was, eh? 

e:  Oh yeah, it was never been like that before you know. 

rray:  And this is just in the last four or five years? 

t's 

 not only the young people but the older people 

s the older people too, yeah.  And another thing, you 

          
         Jo
          
         Murray:  Why do you think that is? 
          
         Jo
          
         Mu
          
         Joe:  I think so.  I don't know.  I have nothing against 
         education but that's the way it seems like.  You know, the
         seem...  whether their parents don't tell them anything, you 
          
         kn
         not enough recreation in Cumberland.  They have no other place 
         to go. 
          
         Mu
         used to be they were out in the bush. 
          
         Jo
         do with it. 
          
         Mu
          
         Jo
          

rray:  The last four years.          Mu
          
         Jo
          
         Mu
          

e:  Oh, there's a lot of changes.  Even the gr         Jo
         everybody is getting into trouble.  And the kids, they ar
         taught anything, you know.  A lot of them, their parents don't 
         teach them anything because their parents, they drink too much 
         and it's a bad example to their children. 
          

rray:  So there is a lot more alcohol th         Mu
          
         Jo
          
         Mu
          

e:  Yes, yeah.  Just this last four or five years that i         Jo
         getting worse.  
          

rray:  So it's         Mu
         too, eh? 
          

e:  It'         Jo
         can see it for yourself, if you go to the lodge there, the door 
         is always crowded with small kids and they stay up till nine 
         and ten o'clock. 
          



         Murray:  Eleven o'clock last night. 

e:  Eleven o'clock.  You see, that shouldn't be like that 

       Murray:  And even five or six years ago, that didn't happen, 

 No, no. 

o you think has changed to make it like that? 

ly thing that I say that... you see those kids... they see 

g 
 

rink 
, you know, and then they all come back.  I seen kids drunk  

kids. 

ld. 

 them younger.  That never used to 

 parents would teach them better, is that right? 

ffect do you think welfare has had on the 
mmunity?   

then 
ts of times they have to take the kids out and they have to 

  Why do you think people drink more now?  Is that 
e of welfare or no jobs or what would be the cause of 

re 

hen did welfare first come to Cumberland? 

          
         Jo
         because, you see, they are watching their parents drink in 
         there. 
          
  
         eh? 
          
         Joe: 
          
         Murray:  What d
          
         Joe:  Well, I don't know.  I couldn't answer that because the 
         on
         their parents...  Sometimes they go to bed without supper, I 
         guess, because their parents are drinking.  They have to stay 
         there.  They are scared to go home alone or something like 
         that, maybe.  It's getting pretty dangerous too.  Even you 
         can't walk there.  I've heard a lot of old people are gettin
         robbed.  They just grab the beer and run away with it.  Even
         the small girls.  And when they see a guy too drunk, well 
          
         they just take advantage and they go in the bush and they d
         it
         lots of times. 
          
         Murray:  Little 
          
         Joe:  Little kids. 
          
         Murray:  Ten years o
          
         Joe:  Yeah, ten.  Some of

ppen before.          ha
          
         Murray:  Because
          
         Joe:  Oh yes. 
          
         Murray:  What e
         co
          

they have a lot of trouble, you know.  And          Joe:  I guess 
         lo
         be looked after outside on account of the people drinking too 
         much. 
          
         Murray:

caus         be
         that?   
          

l, I think they get their money too free now.  Befo         Joe:  Wel
         they used to have to earn it, you know.  I think that's one 
         thing.   
          
         Murray:  W



          
         Joe:  It was quite a while.  Twelve years anyway that I 

member. 

d could you start noticing more drinking and more 
ouble right from the beginning when welfare came or did it 

's only lately that they are getting 
rse, you know.  And no matter where you go, it's just the 

of 
 

 a 

 even get drunk are they?  
ey are supposed to stop serving them. 

ven if they are told 
t to, when they are cut off, well, they are already too 

it's very 
ngerous, you know.  Sometimes it's a wonder they don't freeze 

rray:  They have to stagger home. 

enough to call a cab to 
me and get them. 

rray:  What was it like years ago, like after the war?  Was 
 in those days? 

dson Bay Junction.  You know, you had to send away and get 

rray:  They would just drink a little bit. 

e:  They would just drink a little bit. 

         re
          
         Murray:  An
         tr
         take time for that to...? 
          
         Joe:  Oh, it took time.  It
         wo
         same.  La Ronge and all those places you see.  They can't go 
         there at the lodge and have a few beers and come home.  Lots 
         them, they start to drink, well they stay there until they are
         drunk and they fall asleep right there and nobody pays any 
         attention to them, you know.  Any of the places that I've been 
         when I see the beer parlors in Flin Flon (I worked there for
         while), well, there is nobody allowed to fall asleep in there.  
         They just tell them to get out. 
          
         Murray:  They are not supposed to
         Th
          
         Joe:  That's right.  But here, you see, e
         no
         drunk.  They can't even walk.  They just sit there and sleep. 
          
         Murray:  Then they throw them out in the street. 
          
         Joe:  Yeah.  They have to turn them out there and 
         da
         to death in the wintertime. 
          
          
         Mu
          
         Joe:  Yeah.  Sometimes they are good 
         co
          
         Murray:  But not always. 
          

e:  Not always.          Jo
          
         Mu
         there much drinking
          
         Joe:  No, there was no beer or anything you know.  The only 

to send for liquor at the          time we could get liquor is we used 
         Hu
         a few bottles. 
          
         Murray:  But people didn't get drunk in those days. 
          

e:  No, no.          Jo
          
         Mu
          
         Jo



          
         Murray:  What kinds of things would people
         Were there dances and fiddle playing and th

 do in those days?  
ings like that? 

ce 
u never see the people there.  They are all at the lodge there 

 

n't even dance an hour.  They are not allowed to dance on 

? 

rray:  So even four years ago, they were still having dances?  

e:  Oh yes, yeah.  Yeah. 

round still who can play the fiddle 
r that much anymore? 

rray:  Do you think that the road coming into Cumberland 
fect on Cumberland? 

had 
before. 

e:  When the steamboats quit running.  And they had to get 
unning 
 used to          

ore 

? 

often. 

ng 

          
         Joe:  Yeah, there used to be a lot of dances in those days you 
         know.  And now you never see a dance.  Even at a wedding dan
         yo
         until past midnight, you know.  And they always get married on a
          
         Saturday, well they have to quit dancing at twelve and what's 
         the use of dancing if they only dance an hour.  Some of them 
         do
         Sunday.   
          
         Murray:  When did people stop having dances?  Do you remember
          
         Joe:  Not so very long ago, about four years ago. 
          
         Mu
          
         Jo
          
         Murray:  Are there people a
         and the guitar or do you hea
          
         Joe:  Well, not very much now. 
          
         Mu
         years ago had a good or a bad ef
          
         Joe:  No, I don't think so, no, no.  I think we should have 

 here          it before, you know.  We should have had that road in
          
         Murray:  When did that road come in, do you remember? 
          
         Jo
         that road through because there used to be four boats r

 and down here, the Ross Navigation, you know.  They         up
         have big steamers going right to the Sturgeon Landing.  And 
         then the water got so low that they had to quit the river 
         operations.  So they had to have this road.  It's much easier 
         now since we had this road.  The only way you could go into 
         town is by boat before that.  We were just isolated here.  
         There was no other way unless they fly in.   
          
         Murray:  Were there very many white people in Cumberland bef
         the road? 
          
         Joe:  Not very many, no.  Just the Hudson's Bay and the 

d that's all.  There was not very many white people.          churches an
          
         Murray:  Do you remember Malcolm Norris, ever meeting him
          
         Joe:  Yes, he used to be here.  He used to come here quite 
          

rray:  What would he come for?  Is that when he was worki         Mu
         for the government? 



          
         Joe:  Yeah, when he was working for the government, yeah. 
          

rray:  And what wo         Mu uld he be doing when he came here? 

e:  Well, it's mostly the same thing, you know, when there 
 it was 

rray:  Did he ever come teaching prospecting? 

e:  No, not this side.  But I understood that he was doing 
ver helped 

now.  
ed up most of the time.  I worked for the DNR.  

ll, I used to be a foreman.  I put in eleven summers at that 

e:  Yeah, well they was afraid that I might have a heart 
 was 79 at my last 

e:  I feel pretty good yet.  But I never get a job now. 

e:  Oh yes, I would like to work if I could get a job.  I 
an't use dogs any more.  

m too old for driving dogs.  I use a ski-doo now in the 

ays, 
ings the Legion would do?  What kinds of 
 it involved in? 

ut 

e:  Most of the members have quit the Legion. 

          
         Jo
         was meetings he used to come here.  I don't know whether
         on account of the election or anything like that but Malcolm 
         Norris used to come here quite often. 
          
         Murray:  Would he campaign for the CCF? 
          
          
         Joe:  I think so, yeah. 
          
         Mu
          
         Jo
         that kind of work over round La Ronge.  But he ne
         these people, anything here when it come to prospecting. 
          
         Murray:  You don't remember what used to happen at those 
         meetings, eh?  
          
         Joe:  No.  No, I didn't attend to very many meetings you k
         Because I was ti
         We
         Hill Island Tower.  But then they kicked me out when I was 65, 
         you know. 
          
         Murray:  They said you were too old, eh? 
          
         Jo
         attack because I'll be 80 now, you see.  I

rthday.            bi
          
         Murray:  You look pretty healthy to me. 
          
         Jo
          

rray:  You'd like to work though, eh?          Mu
          
         Jo
         still can work too.  I still trap but I c
         I'
         wintertime.   
          
         Murray:  Do you remember much about the Legion in the old d
         the kinds of th

tivities was         ac
          
         Joe:  Oh not very much, no.  I belong to the Legion too b

ou know.          this Legion here is dying out, y
          
         Murray:  But it used to be more active, eh? 
          
         Jo



          
         Murray:  Some are dead too, I guess, eh? 
          

e:  Lots of them are dead too.  Yeah.  Yeah, I         Jo 'm a life 

e:  In the First World War.  But I didn't go overseas, you 
nd out I lied on my age 

 

d 

 the Second World War? 

rray:  They didn't do much, eh? 

y thing they have here is 
cture show.  You know, they always have a projector and they 

 

 

rray:  Except the kids are getting into trouble, eh? 

can't help it. 
an't 

ame the kids.  I know when I was a kid we used to do some 

 
n 
 

them all the time.  And not only 
  It's too 

d.   

e war, were things pretty tough for people?  

         member of the Canadian Legion. 
          
         Murray:  You were in the First War? 
          
         Jo
         know.  I wasn't old enough.  They fou
         but I was doing guard duty in Canada.  Mostly home guard, you
         know.  Guarded the elevators at Thunder Bay, what they call 
         Thunder Bay now.  Used to be Port Arthur, Fort William.  I use
         to guard the elevators there. 
          
         Murray:  Did the Legion start things like recreation and things 
         like that at all after the war,
          
         Joe:  No, not at all. 
          
         Mu
          
          
         Joe:  They didn't do much.  The onl
         pi
         have the chance to have a picture show.  And that's all there
         is.  That's all they have now.  And them bingos, they run 
         bingos, you know.  But I don't intend to, I never go to those 
         bingos.   
          
         Murray:  Do you think things are better now than they were just

ar?          after the w
          
         Joe:  Oh yes, everything is much better now. 
          
         Mu
          

e:  Yeah, that's the only thing.  But they          Jo
         Their parents don't teach them anything you know.  You c
         bl
         mischief too but not near as bad as what they do now.  They 
         can't even have a decent window in Cumberland now.  You notice
         that the stores and the pool rooms and everything is closed i
         now.  You know, it looks like hell.  Before that they used to
         have windows and big windows in the stores and now they can't 
         display anything, you know.   
          
         Murray:  Because kids will break them all the time. 
          

e:  Yeah, they are breaking          Jo
         kids, even the grown ups.  Young girls are the worst.
         ba
          
         (break in tape) 
          
          
         Murray:  After th



         Do you remember that?  Was it hard to...? 

 
e 

w 

fox are scarce and 
w the price has gone up.  I don't know what happened to the 

ng altogether.  There is very, 

ey 

ll moose meat.  Take it to Pine 
t. 

 know, for flour and baking 
wder and sugar and stuff like that.  And the school teacher, 

  
d you didn't have to have a license them days to kill a 

hrow 

 

nd she 
st them all.  She never got the hides back.  So it's not 

 that's all they use now.  They never pick the moose 
de up.  They just let the coyotes and stuff like that eat 

          
         Joe:  Oh yes, in the thirties, I used to take my family out.  I

 and I wouldn't com         would leave here about the end of September
         back until open water in the spring.  I used to take all the 
         kids and stay out all winter and we were living on mostly wild 
         meat, just moose meat.  Fur was no good.  No price of fur.  A 
         mink was only worth $7 them days and now you get about $30 no
         for a large one. And see, that's the difference.  Even a red 
         fox used to be worth $25 and now everything is down, you know.  
         It's only these last couple of years that the long-haired fur 
         is picking up again.  A few years ago, just about three years 
         ago, well a fox was only worth about $3. 
          
         Murray:  Not worth getting. 
          
         Joe:  Not worth catching it, no.  Now the 
         no
         foxes but they are disappeari
         very few now.  There was a lot of coyotes, you know.  Maybe 
         they ate them up.  But they are very scarce now.   
          
         Murray:  So people in the thirties couldn't stay in town.  Th
         had to go in the bush to work? 
          
         Joe:  They had to go in the bush in order to live.  Just living 
         on straight meat almost, you know.  Well the only thing that 
         helped me out, I used to even se

uff and The Bay used to buy i         Bl
          
         Murray:  And you'd be able to get some flour or something. 
          
         Joe:  Flour.  Just to trade it, you
         po
         Paul Seacott, I used to take some meat to him too, you know.
         An
         moose.  But we didn't slaughter the moose for nothing.  We just 
         made every use of it, you know, every bit of it.  And then 
         there used to be women that could tan hides in them days and 
         now you can't get a woman to tan a moose hide here.  They t
         all the hides out in the bush now.  Nobody ever bothers 
         picking them up.  That's another thing that we used to have.
          
         Murray:  So people don't work the hides any more, eh? 
          
         Joe:  No, no, just an odd one.  And then, you try and get the 

ose hide tanned someplace.  Well, my Mrs. sent some to          mo
         (inaudible) and she paid money in advance to get them a
         lo
         worth it. 
          
         Murray:  So now they just use the meat. 
          
         Joe:  Yeah,
         hi
         them up, you know. 
          



         Murray:  Can you remember any stories about Jim at all that 
         would be interesting? 
          
          
     
         Joe:  No, no. 
          
         Murray:  You don't remember him very well, eh? 
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