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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Member of Fort McMurray band, interviewee, aged 85, resides 
         at Waterways. 
         - Describes promises of reserve at Waterways. 
         - Breaking of treaty promises regarding fishing and hunting 
         rights.   
         Richard:  I'll be talking to Julian Cree here at Waterways, it 
         is situated a short distance away from Fort McMurray.  What is 
         your name? 
          
         Julian:  My name is Julian Cree. 
          
         Richard:  How old are you? 
          
         Julian:  I was 85 last June 18. 
          
         Richard:  Where were you born? 
          
         Julian:  I can't say for sure where it was, it was somewhere in 
         this vicinity.  Long ago there were no houses so the Indians 
         were born any place at all.  It was here in the McMurray area. 
          
         Richard:  What do you know of the treaties which the government 
         introduced to the Indians in this area? 
          
         Julian:  When the first treaty was made, it was said that there 
         was a priest there to encourage the Indians to take treaty.  



         They would never live in poverty as they would be given 
         assistance.  This was to last until the sun walks and also long 
         as the river flows.  Today there is nothing at least in this 
         area anyway.  For example, when we request for something, we 
         are told, "next year," but we never get any results.  Finally 
         we were told, "now you will be allotted reserve, nobody will 
         bother you there, you can make your own living there in any way 
         possible."  Nobody has anything to do with that land.  It is 
         like they own the land, but nobody owns this land (area of 
         residence in Waterways).  If someone wanted to buy one area, he 
         couldn't because it's so expensive.  So nobody can come to stay 
         here, if they don't have money to buy property.  I don't 
         understand why that happened.  There was a reserve allotted to 
         us, it was surveyed.  It was again surveyed later on and it was 
         discovered the original survey was too small. We weren't there 
         at the time. I mentioned it here not too long ago so that 
         another survey could be taken.  In fact I worked with the 
         survey crew, in placing iron rods.  They were far short, we 
         ended up in the middle of the river, that is not where the 
         boundary should run. 
          
         I had told a man about this I don't know if he was an agent.  
         He brought papers from somewhere, and he said if somebody would 
         like to discuss something, he should feel free to do so.  
         Nobody would speak up, finally I mentioned it to him.  There 
         was a time here when our main road to our reserve was blocked 
         off.  There was no reason for that road to be blocked off, 
         gates could have been installed. I found out that somebody had 
         purchased property that is why they blocked it off. He wrote 
         everything down and the man told me he would make a report 
          
         back to me.  There was also eight miles of road to be 
         maintained so that during the summer the people could go there.  
         The people with families can't stay there and as a result the 
         children are not able to go to school.  It will be possible to 
         be done he told me. 
          
         Richard:  Are you a treaty Indian yourself? 
          
         Julian:  Yes, I am. 
          
         Richard:  Where is the reserve which you belong to? 
          
         Julian:  It's the Cree band at Christine Reserve.  We have one 
         chief at Anzac. 
          
         Richard:  Is he your proper chief? 
          
         Julian:  Yes, he's been our chief all the time. 
          
         Richard:  I was asking an elder about the headman who signed 
         the treaty; did you know Sawputawakinum? 
          
         Julian:  Yes, I knew him, he was our headman here. 
          
         Richard:  Him and Adam Boucher signed the Treaty, what I'm 
         uncertain of is the reserves at Anzac and Christine Lake.  Are 



         they separate? 
          
         Julian:  They are two of one reserve, there is only one chief 
         for both places. 
          
         Richard:  How did you get to this present location, this place 
         (Waterways) where you make your home? 
          
         Julian:  We have always lived here.  But we also stayed on the 
         reserve at Christine Lake, I also have a house there.  But 
         during the summer the young men work here, so I bought this 
         little house. 
          
         Charlie Blackman:  Before the white people arrived in this 
         area, where did you live? 
          
         Julian:  We were here, there were no trading posts along here.  
         Gradually when the horses began to arrive then the roads were 
         being built during that time.  It did not look like this long 
         ago.   
          
         Richard:  Did you ever live in Fort MacKay? 
          
          
         Julian:  No, I never lived there.  I used to go to Fort MacKay, 
         but not to live.  
          
         Richard:  What made the Indians sign treaty? 
          
         Julian:  From what I heard, it was the priest. 
          
         Richard:  Would you remember his name? 
          
         Julian:  I don't remember his name, but he was doing the 
         talking in Cree.  The Indians would not face hardship if they 
         accepted treaty.  At first they received $15.00 per head then 
         it was reduced to 45.00 per year.  So when a person receives 
         $5.00 and when he is trapping he pays tax.  The result is that 
         he is paying back more to the government, even when we buy 
         different things we pay tax.  So $5.00 amounts to nothing.  He 
         owns the land so that is not the way it should be, when one 
         considers the price of land.  It is getting so bad now that even 
         if you want to fish you must have a permit.  We don't pay for 
         it, but long ago the Indians knew that there was fish under 
         water but they didn't know that in the future they would be 
         paying for it.  Another thing is, when there is sale of land 
         all the money goes to the white man, he really has no right to 
         the land.  When you stop and think everybody should benefit 
         from it. 
          
         Richard:  Who is the owner of this property you are on? 
          
         Julian:  It belongs to the government.  There was one man Bob 
         LaBarge who lived here and also do some farming here.  I used 
         to pay him $15.00 a year when I lived here in a tent.  He had no 
         relatives or friends and he had money.  He told me once, "I'll be 
         dead soon, so I'm going to drink all I can because I don't have 



         any use for money.  When I die I'll make a will to you for 
         $1,000.00 because you have paid me a lot of money.  You can 
         make good use of it."  We were just about to board a train for 
         Lac la Biche when he told me to come and sign a paper.  I told 
         him I'd do it when I returned.  He died while I was there.  So 
         now there is no owner for this property.  His father had sold 
         this railway right of way which runs along here.  He said he 
         still had the cheque from that sale his father made.  When he 
         died no one made a deal for the land, so it must belong to the 
         government.  Once there was a man approached me from the Land 
         Division.  He told me that he was going to make sure that nobody 
         would bother me.  He was going to survey from the railroad to 
         make sure I was all right.  He said that I would hear in about 
         a year, he also said that there would be development here.  I 
         enquired about him but no one knows of his whereabouts.  So we 
         continued living here (several houses) and nobody has said 
          
         anything.  Until we are told to move, we will be here, then 
         they will have to move our houses and belongings. 
          
         Richard:  That chief you mentioned Sawputawakinam where was he 
         from?   
          
         Julian:  He was from here.  I think he had a surname something 
         like LaFleur, we all did.  But there was one man, my uncle, 
         Sawaputawakinam's younger brother, who was called Paul Cree by 
         the chief.  So when the agent inquired about names someone said 
         the name Paul Cree, now we have carried that name ever since.  
         We had relatives who were called Cree and they hated it, 
         because their name was LaFleur. 
          
         Richard:  That name sounds more French than Indian.  Does 
         anybody live on the reserve now? 
          
         Julian:  No, there used to be some people, but they have moved 
         back here again. 
          
         Richard:  What is the size of that reserve? 
          
         Julian:  It was said to be about 6 X 12 miles.  They were 
         surveying in the reserve once and said they found the iron 
         rods, but there are none there.  They're saying that because 
         the white people were logging timber from the reserve, that is 
         why they are saying that. 
          
         Richard:  Was there something done about it or did somebody complain? 
          
         Julian:  No, nobody did.  I tried and the fellow who wrote the 
         letter saw in the reserve where they were taking timber. 
          
         Richard:  When was this taking place? 
          
         Julian:  That was about two years ago.  All our pine and spruce 
         have been taken.  I have no right to complain but I did, they 
         went as far as half a mile into reserve property. 
          
         Richard:  When the treaty was made, the headmen were chosen. 



         Did they have a choice as to where they wanted their reserves?   
          
         Julian:  I don't think so, only later on.  But my relatives 
         were always here; this land was their land.  Including my father 
         there were three brothers.  They made a good living here.  I've 
         said before if that reserve land was cultivated, not all of it 
         can be worked, the Indian people could go there and make a 
         living agriculturally.  This was all written down and I was 
         promised that I would hear from them again, I never did. 
          
         Richard:  Where was it that the first treaty was made? 
          
         Julian:  Right here in Fort McMurray. 
          
         Richard:  Who succeeded Sawputawakinam? 
          
         Julian:  It was that man named Paul Cree.  His name is at the 
         reserve.  Then it was his son Alexis Cree; he died too.  From 
         then there was nobody.  Then they chose a chief again, Harry 
         Cardinal, he also died last spring. 
          
         Richard:  He was your chief too? 
          
         Julian:  Yes, he was good, he was able to talk.  Now ever since 
         those older people have passed on, we are just like children, 
         nobody knows what to do or say. 
          
         Richard:  So at the moment you have no chief? 
          
         Julian:  No, we don't have a chief.  This young fellow who was 
         sitting here should become a councillor, but he is shy and does 
         not know too much. 
          
         Richard:  I'm not clearly understanding this situation, are you 
         people included with Anzac or not? 
          
         Julian:  No, we are separate, and the people from our reserve 
         are not getting any houses. They are being built at Anzac.  
         That reserve, Anzac, is along the lake and the homes look like 
         muskrat huts on the high grounds.  If you go to the edge you are 
         in the water, it's no good for someone to make a living.  I was 
         asked about that.  I told them that our reserve would be good 
         agricultural area, and Anzac is all sand and muskeg.  But 
         nothing is being done about it.  I wanted that cleared not for 
         myself as I'm an old man but for the grandchildren.  Surely 
         somebody can learn how to make a living from it.   
          
         Richard:  When the elders signed their names for treaty do you 
         think they knew what they were doing? 
          
         Julian:  No, they didn't understand because in those days the 
         Indians were illiterate.  They were just going by what they were 
         told.  "There would be no hardship as long as the river flows 
         and the sun walks."  That is all they understood.  The hunting 
         and fishing would not be disturbed, but it is not that way today. 
          
         Richard:  When the Indians relied on hunting for a living, 



         what areas did they cover? 
          
          
         Julian:  They travelled all over this area, summer and winter 
         because this was their territory.  There was only one white man 
         who came later on; his name is in Fort McMurray somewhere.  He 
         was the one to arrive here first, I forget his name. 
          
         Richard:  This substance the whiteman is working on, which they 
         refer to as Tar sands, did the Indian in some way make use of that? 
          
         Julian:  No, they never used it. 
          
         Richard:  It had been said that the Indians used it for 
         repairing of canoes. 
          
         Julian:  Yes, that is something that just flowed freely from 
         the ground.  They did use this gum long ago to repair boats.  
         Drilling has taken place on both sides of the river. 
          
         Richard:  How about the people at MacKay? 
          
         Julian:  They too would make use of this gum if they had a 
         breakdown of their canoe.  Maybe this is how this gum was 
         discovered. 
          
         Richard:  Can you tell me approximately how long Indian people 
         were in those communities? 
          
         Julian:  To my knowledge there were Cree Indians here before my 
         time.  They didn't remain here - they would move about - but they 
         would always move back here. 
          
         Richard:  In what direction would they have travelled while 
         moving about? 
          
         Julian:  They travelled all over, because this was their land.  
         They had to hunt because there was no food preparation like we 
         have today.  Today there is money and people can buy food; long 
         ago this was not the case. 
          
         Richard:  Thank you. 
          
         Charlie Blackman:  When the treaty was first made, were you 
         told that you would be charged if you hunted animals, game or 
         ducks, did they tell you that you would be charged? 
          
         Julian:  No, they never told me that. 
          
         Charlie:  Did they tell you that it was yours? 
          
          
         Julian:  Yes, we could kill anything we wanted for food is what 
         we were told. 
          
         Charlie: Did they say that the Indians would get into trouble 
         over this in the future? 



          
         Julian:  No, they didn't say, but today for an Indian to hunt 
         for himself....  Last winter the Forest Ranger came to the 
         reserve.  He had no business there; his job was outside the 
         reserve, not inside. 
          
         Charlie:  Do the wardens bother you? 
          
         Julian:  I haven't gone out hunting this fall, since the moose 
         have moved away. 
          
         Charlie:  But are the Indians being harassed by these people? 
          
         Julian:  Yes, they are, it shouldn't be that way.  The Indian 
         people should not be harassed, if they have to hunt for food on 
         their land.  Even if there is something in the water, the water 
         was not sold to anybody. How many game animals were here in 
         this land when they made treaty, surely the government didn't 
         pay for all of them.  They should make legislation on it, they 
         have made enough money from the land. 
          
         Charlie:  If someday you kill something for yourself, and 
         keeping in mind that you were promised these things, and if you 
         kill something today and end up in jail, will you be ashamed of it? 
          
         Julian:  No, I would not be ashamed of it. 
          
         Charlie:  It would be your right, is that why you wouldn't be shy? 
          
         Julian:  No, I wouldn't think of it as stealing. 
          
         Charlie:  William MacDonald said there were four headmen; 
         MacKay, Clearwater, Anzac and Janvier, those four people were 
         the first to receive payment.  So all the chiefs should be 
         there, but today your chief is at Anzac and you people have none. 
          
         Julian:  There was someone who came here to collect names here 
         once and he said, "You do that job," but I said no.  If I did, the 
         people would get mad and I told him someone else should do it 
         and not me.  Also I'd have to do some travelling if I was to 
         take that position.  He said, "No, you would not.  The councillors 
         would go to your house and ask you questions, you would just 
         stay home." I told him that once I said something, it would be 
         the truth, I don't lie, I would say to anybody what I had in 
         mind.  It was a given right for me to speak my mind. 
          
         Charlie:  What is the total population here? 
          
         Julian:  Here, we should have a total of four families.  There 
         are many grandchildren who are treaty.  We were all young at 
         one time as well and maybe at the time we didn't count.  If all 
         the people were together, we'd be a large number. 
          
         Charlie:  Do you think that you should have your own chief? 
          
         Julian:  Yes, we should so he could tell us things. 
          



         Charlie:  How about the chief at Anzac? 
          
         Julian:  He never comes here. 
          
         Charlie:  How about in terms of assistance for the people of 
         Anzac, do they get everything? 
          
         Julian:  Yes, they do.  When a person is a leader like me, many 
         times before I've been asked to do favors.  I always had money, 
         sometimes buying furs, I never steal.  People would never steal 
         years ago.  Today you cannot have money around for fear that 
         you will lose it.     
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