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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Negotiation of Treaty 8 at Fort Chipewyan; promises made.  
         - Problems of insufficient land for trapping on Chipewyan 
         Reserve.   
         - Alcohol abuse among native people. 
          
         Inter:  I am interviewing Francis Bruno.  What is your name?   
          
         Francis:  My name is Francis Bruno. 
          
         Inter:  How old are you? 
          
         Francis:  I will be 65 years old this month, February 18. 
          
         Inter:  Were you born in Fort Chip? 
          
         Francis:  I was born in Fort Chip. 
          
         Inter:  You have always lived here? 
          
         Francis:  I have always lived in the area.  I had lived in 
         Jackfish Lake.  There used to be elders around there.  I used 
         to ask them of how the treaty was signed.  My father had also 
         told me of how the treaty was signed.  The reason why the 
         treaty was signed was for our good. 
          
              When the commissioners came, they pitched up their tents 
         at Hudson Bay Point.  There was a great crowd of people there.  



         It took three days of negotiations. 
          
              Alexander Laviolette was made chief then.  Along with him 
         he had councillors.  Their names I don't know offhand right 
         now.   
          
              It was then the negotiations took place for 3 days.  This 
         money was placed on the table before the chief and 
         commissioners by the commissioner.  This land was to be 
         surrendered for the money on the table, forever, as long as 
         the promises of the treaty money was paid to the Indians. 
          
              "As long as those islands and the sun shines and rivers 
         flow," we will never curtail your rights to live your life as 
         you live now.  And the treaty money will always be paid to you 
         under those elemental conditions mentioned above. 
          
              Then the chiefs took the treaty money under the conditions 
         that our way of life will not be curtailed by any regulations 
         that may prevent us from living our lifestyle.  The 
         commissioner had clearly stated that no curtailment of any 
         regulations to prevent you from the natural way of life that 
         you now lived. 
          
              We were then given our treaty money under the conditions 
         that our way of life will never be curtailed to prevent us from 
          
          
         living as Indians off the land and the wildlife we use for our 
         living.  We were given the amount of $15.00 to every Indian 
         including children. 
          
              After the mutual agreements were made, the church donated 
         two cows.  Then a great feast was made along with a pow-wow.  
         There was a great crowd of Indians, both Cree and Chip and 
         Metis.   
          
              Only till here I can recall what my father and some of the 
         elders had told me.  But our way of life was not to be 
         curtailed by any regulations preventing us from providing for 
         ourselves, from the land, as a means to our living style.  It 
         doesn't seem to be so now.  There are regulations preventing us 
         from living off the land. 
          
         Inter:  Who were the ones who said that our way of living off 
         the land will never be curtailed by any regulation.  Was it our 
         chiefs who said that, or was it the commissioner? 
          
         Francis:  It was the commissioner who had stated that no 
         curtailment of any kind will be made restricting us from 
         hunting and trapping. 
          
         Inter  It wasn't our chiefs who made the statement? 
          
         Francis:  No, it was the commissioner who said that no 
         restriction of any kind will prevent us from hunting, fishing 
         and trapping. It was mainly under that particular understanding 



         that our chiefs had signed the treaty.  Along with this condition 
         was the provision of bacon, tobacco and bullets that were 
         brought in abundance for distribution among us. 
          
              I used to remember seeing these provisions with my own 
         eyes after the treaty of 1899.  They were always brought to us 
         for distribution.  That was many years after the treaty when I 
         was able to reason what they were. 
          
         Inter:  Was this land surrendered to them? 
          
         Francis:  That I do not know if it was or not.  I cannot answer 
         that.  But what I do understand is that we were to share the 
         land with other people who were the white people.  That was the 
         purpose of the treaty, I think.  Since there was going to be more 
         white people, to share the land with them.  We still get our 
         treaty money today, but what concerns me, also still get 
         provisions, but not in products as before.  Instead we get 
         welfare.  
          
              The young people of Fort Chipewyan I feel sorry for, 
         because they are completely lost.  Sure, some have gone to 
         school, but I don't see that it is helping them in any way. 
          
              It is because of these young people that we got the 
         housing program from Indian Affairs, and welfare.  It is these 
         young people who are unable to provide, who don't provide, 
         because of their loss of their culture.  They get welfare.  
         Some of the people including the young people get welfare 
         cheques now and they don't have any sense of responsibility of 
         how important it is to them, since it is a right.  That is why 
         our forefathers had signed the treaty for this right.  It's not 
         a hand-out.  It was written in the treaty. 
          
              The number one problem that faces all Indians of Canada I 
         think is drinking.  Everyone drinks; not only in Fort Chip, but 
         everywhere.  It is their worst enemy.  If they quit drinking, 
         many of the existing problems will be solved today. 
          
         Inter:  The Chipewyan interpreter by the name of Pierre 
         Mercredi, he was a good translator, was he?  He understood both 
         the languages, English and Chip?  Therefore he was a good 
         translator? 
          
         Francis:  He did speak Chipewyan really good, but I never heard 
         of him.  But who I heard of was Mr. John Robbard, it was 
         probably after him.  Then there was Mr. Fred Danial who spoke on 
         important matters.  He was an elderly man.  After the death of 
         our Chief, Jonas Laviolette, I don't think we had any more 
         interpreters, not to my knowledge after that.  It's too bad. 
          
         Inter:  Going back again to the original signing of the treaty, 
         was the question of natural resources discussed in favour of 
         the Indians? 
          
         Francis:  That I cannot answer, not to my knowledge, that 
         wasn't ever mentioned to me. 



          
              What I can tell you for the matter of interest was the 
         migration of people from Lac la Biche in great numbers; that 
         our land was settled by these immigrants from Lac la Biche. 
          
              The Chipewyan reserve was surveyed from a post in Jackfish 
         Lake from Embarras to the mainland, from Jackfish Lake to the 
         mouth of the lake.  Land along the shore to the mainland was 
         supposedly originally ours.  But from the steamboat river to the 
         mainland was taken and given to the Metis people.  The land 
         that was given to the Metis people was almost in size as the 
         present reserve of today.  I had helped as a line cutter for 
         the boundary of the reserve. 
          
              Although we didn't trap the area, that is now owned by the 

   Now we have a great many people trapping on our reserve.  
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         Metis.  We did use the land for hunting and at times trapping. 
          
           
         We are constantly running into people when we are trapping.  If 
         we had the original size, I don't think we will have this 
         problem.   
          
              You can still see the boundary today.  I can remember 
         where it runs.  I don't think I will ever lose it if I was t
         to find the original boundary. 
          
         In
         for land.  I don't know who were the chiefs that had asked for
         this trapping reserve, but I had come across this document 
         today.  Can you recall this incident? 
          

ancis:  I have no recollection on th         Fr
         always in Chip because of the illness of my wife and I couldn
         keep in daily contact with the issued of matter in those days.  
         It was unfortunate because I had to take care of my wife, so I 
         have no knowledge or recollection on that issue. 
          

   Ever since I moved back to Fort Chip and sin           
         started building houses I had asked for a house, but to th
         day, I never got one.  I had always had to rent one, and at on
         time, we stayed all winter in a tent.  This house that I am now 
         living in is very cold. I had always been asking for a house.  
         You know my wife is now 74 years old and I am 65 years old.  I 
         don't get welfare either because every time I ask them, they 
         say your wife is a pensioner.  We can't help you.  So I don't 
         bother them any more.  It's been one year since I asked. 
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