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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Aged 74, trapper in northern Alberta. 
         - Area of land covered by trapper. 
         - Life as trapper and working in Fort McMurray. 
          
              I'm in the home of Alphonse Beaver, and I'm David Starr.  
         I'm with the treaty and Aboriginal Rights Research working 
         under the directorship of Mr. Richard Price. 
              I'll be interviewing him getting some of his history. So 
         I'll go ahead and introduce myself to him and let him go ahead 
         from there on. 
          
         David:  To go ahead with what I was explaining to you a while 
         ago.  Over there in Edmonton, they would like to hear you 
         elders' history or stories.  So I have a few questions I'll ask 
         you as we go along, about old history and the names of the 
         people that you will mention.  If you can would you give me the 
         full name or Cree name. 
              Later, I'll ask about relationships, about your own and 
         other peoples'.  First, before starting your talk I will want 
         you to tell me your name and age. 
          
         Alphonse:  I understand.  My name is Alphonse Beaver.  I'm 74 
         years old.  My mother used to tell me that I was born in the 
         summer but I wasn't baptized right away.  She had to wait until 
         the priest came to visit people in the bush, then I was 
         baptized.  I was born over at Gods Lake. 
          
         David:  Gods Lake?  Now from here, this is Sandy Lake, which 



         way would this Gods Lake be? 
          
         Alphonse:  Over toward Trout Lake, not too far from there.  I 
         went back there about 30 years ago.  I could still see where 
         that house had been where I was born in. 
          
         David:  You were already settled here at that time?  And you 
         went from here to there (Gods Lake) to see where you were 
         born?   
          
         Alphonse:  Yes, I was already living here and I was told that 
         this was the place (Gods Lake) where we had lived then. 
              It was plain to see it yet because there was an opening 
         there yet. I took a priest around visiting.  We went as far as 
         Moose Lake that time. From the time we left here it took us two 
         months. 
          
         David:  At this time when you took this priest around, how old 
         were you? I guess you were a man already or were you still 
         single?   
          
         Alphonse:  Yes, I was already living with this woman (his 
         wife).  I had my son, Henry, then already but he was very small 
         then but since then I really grew up here in this area. 
          
         David:  You mean here at Sandy Lake? 
          
         Alphonse:  Yes, here was where my father died about two miles 
         from the mouth of this creek. I can clearly remember when he 
         died.  It was the day the fur season was opened (November).   
          
         David:  And your father was buried here then? 
          
         Alphonse:  Yes, there are graves over there.  And since then, 
         there was only my mother and five girls, no four girls, as one 
         was not born yet.  She's here in Wabasca right now.  She's 
         younger than me.  She never saw our father. She was born around 
         Christmas.   
          
         David:  What was her name, this younger sister of yours? 
          
         Alphonse:  Her Cree name was An kwa chas, (squirrel) and her 
         English name is Emilia.  My nephews, John, Samuel, Arthur, and 
         Jimmy.  She was their mother.  She had told us that she was 67 
         years old. 
          
         David:  She still at Wabasca? 
          
         Alphonse:  Yes. 
          
         David:  Let's go back to when you first started to remember 
         things.  When you were very young like, say, when your folks 
         were still living at Gods Lake.  Could you remember things 
         then, or do you remember your father talking about things then?  
         Like moving around and hunting? 
          
         Alphonse:  There was this place where they used to say that they 



         have moved to very often for hunting. 
          
         David:  Where was that? 
          
         Alphonse:  Panny River (north).  I can hardly remember there 
         but I remember moving back again and moving to Trout Lake 
         (south), this was in the spring time.  I also remember coming 
         to Horse Lakes. I was with my father.  We came down river by 
         canoe.   
          
         David:  Were you coming here then? 
          
         Alphonse:  Here?  Yes, then soon after my father died here.  
         When we got here he never did go back there. 
          
         David: Now this is north of here?  Panny River? 
          
          
         Alphonse:  Yes. 
          
         David:  Now this other way like towards the Mighty River 
         (east), the river that goes to Fort McMurray, did you yourself 
         or your father ever go that far east? 
          
         Alphonse:  My father use to tell about living at Calling Lake 
         when he was younger and that was where he first took a wife. 
          
         David:  Was this your father when he was younger? 
          
         Alphonse:  Yes, my father. 
          
         David:  Did they go to Panny River that far to hunt and trap? 
          
         Alphonse:  Yes, trapping. 
          
         David:  How did they travel or what did they use? 
          
         Alphonse:  Nothing but dogs in winter and pack on your back.  
         There was nothing else. After my father died my mother used to 
         set out fish net to feed us. There was nothing else.  I wasn't 
         always with my mother.  Later, she put me in an Indian Mission. 
          
         David:  Did she ever talk about the people that were here 
         already when they first came here and how many? 
          
         Alphonse:  Yes, there were people here.  I can remember that.  
         This was a long time ago I'm talking about and this was when my 
         sister was born when we were alone with my mother.  She took us 
         to Calling Lake to go visit in Prairie River because that was 
         where her mother was living.  Just when we reached Calling Lake 
         there were only two people living there (or 2 families). 
          

vid:  You mean this Calling Lake? (toward the south) 

phonse:  Yes, Calling Lake.  I can clearly remember my 
my 

         Da
          
         Al
         youngest sister being packed by my mother all the way and 
         mother packed the dogs too.  Things we could eat and our 



         blankets.   
          
         David:  Were you old enough to walk by yourself then? 

vid:  How old were you at that time? 

phonse:  This was not long after my sister was born.  (NOTE:  

der.)  There were only three younger than me.  There's 

vid:  Where does Harriet live now? 

phonse:  The Mighty River (Athabasca River). 

vid:  How long after your father died was this? 

vid:  Did he ever tell you at any time of him going down that 

phonse:  Yes.  Yes, he had worked on the river for a long 

vid:  How far down did he go? 

phonse:  As far as Fort McMurray.  They were hauling freight 

vid:  What was your father called by his name? 

vid:  Did he have a Cree name? 

phonse:  I don't remember any other name.  There was his 
ma 

vid:  But this is a lot, don't worry, just tell us what you 

's say, toward where the sun sets (west), how far 

          
         Alphonse:  Yes, I could by myself by then. 
          
         Da
          
         Al
         He's 74 years old and she's 67.  He's approximately seven years 
          
         ol
         Harriet, she's younger than me.  
          
         Da
          
         Alphonse;  At Calling Lake.  At that time there were only two 
         houses. There was an old man that lived there and his name was 
         Ocs cee taw, his Cree name with his old woman.  They had some 
         young men but they weren't there at the time. They had left to 
         work on the river. 
          
         David:  Which river was this? 
          
         Al
          
         Da
          

phonse:  He had died about the fall before.          Al
          
         Da
         river?   
          
         Al
         time, too. 
          
         Da
          
         Al
         by boat. 
          
         Da
          

phonse:  Phillamas, was what they called him.          Al
          
         Da
          
         Al
         father's brother, Solomon's father.  His name was Sa ko ska 
         kiw and Paul was his English name.  Can you see these mounds of 
         dirt there?  That was where my father's brother was building a 
         house.  When my father died, that was a long time ago and 
         there's a lot I don't remember. 
          
         Da
         remember.   
              Now, let



         that way have your father ever talked about going or can you 
         remember?   
          
          
         Alphonse:  No, I don't remember him saying how far he went, 
         except that I remember when we were at Panny River moving 
         around, trapping, and I remember living in a house at Gods 
         Lake.   
          
         David:  This is a lot that you have to tell me. We are trying 

r. 

 

phonse:  Yes, they had names.  There's one we called, Ay yap 

vid:  This river that you say comes out at the big rapids, 

phonse:  Yes, I also have been up around the Chipewyan area 
  

vid:  These are places that we wanted to hear about.  Places 

phonse:  There was a baseline in that area then but we were 

 

vid:  Mountain Rapids?  Is it six miles from Fort McMurray?   

phonse:  Yes, that was what they called the Rapids.  My 
 

vid:  This brother, what was his name? 

phonse:  Muggular, we called him.  He's still living at Fort 

         to find out just how far the old people used to travel from 
         their homes to make their living, and only you elders remembe
         This is why I'm talking with you because you had to travel by 
         foot wherever you go and with dogs or canoe. Not like these 
         days, we have planes, cars, or buses.  It's easy these days 
         like you have told me you have been to Fort McMurray yourself
         by river and north as far as Panny River by foot and dogs.  
         These things are what we want to hear. 
          
         Alphonse:  No, we had nothing to travel with then.  No car or 
         anything.   
          
         David:  Now when you started hunting and trapping on your own, 
         did the lakes in the area you trapped have any names even Cree 
         names?   
          
         Al
         pe yaw Lake (Many Branches), and there a creek runs out of it 
         that comes out at the Big Rapids. 
          
         Da
         are these big rapids on the Mighty River? 
          
         Al
         towards Mikkwa River or the place we called The Big Salt Licks.
          
         Da
         where you or the old people have been. 
          
         Al
         young men then. We heard about the baseline came out around 
         Fort McMurray so we followed it, but we weren't sure where we
         would come out at.  We came out at six miles above Fort 
         McMurray at a place we call, Mountain Rapids. 
          
         Da
          
         Al
         brother and I were trying to find a place here we could buy
         some supplies so we could eat. 
          
         Da
          
          
         Al
         Smith right now. He came to visit us two years ago and we had 
         seen him at Wabasca. 



          
         David:  What was his last name was it Beaver like yours? 
          

phonse:  Yes, Beaver.          Al
          
         David:  Is he getting to be pretty old too? 

phonse:  Around that because not all baptisms are correct 

phonse:  This is true. 

vid:  Now at this time what did you use for clothing and what 

phonse:  Tipis in the summer but my father had made a small 
 

s made of? 

phonse:  I didn't see the tipis on those days but my mother 

vid:  So this is how the old people used to put in their time 

phonse:  Yes, all the time.  Because in those days there was no 

 

st I already told you about.  This happened when I was around 

, this will be all and I want to thank 

    INDEX 

          
         Alphonse:  Yes, pretty old, although he hasn't got as many gray 
         hairs as I have.  He must be close to 80 years old. 
          
         David:  Eighty years old? 
          
         Al
         because people were not always baptized when they were born but 
         sometimes years later. 
          
         David:  So these baptisms aren't always right, eh? 
          
         Al
          
         Da
         did you live in in the bush? 
          
         Al
         house where he use to hunt in the winter.  Some people only had
         tipis to live in.  These they used to move around in.  People 
         were hardy in those days. 
          

vid:  What were the tipi         Da
          
         Al
         said that they couldn't get canvas then but she said she used 
         to scrape moosehide as thin as she could and these she used.  
         It took eight moosehides to make a tipi.  At first the 

 rain          tipis were small in size, but as they were soaked in the
         the women would keep on moving the poles further apart while 
         the moose hides were wet and in this way made a bigger and 
         bigger teepee because the moosehides stretch when wet. 
          
         Da
         and spend it moving around and hunting? 
          
         Al
         work but when we heard that there was work I went to work in 
         Wabasca and I also went with my brother to Fort McMurray to 
         work.  That is all the work I knew about at the time, and the
          
         re
         17 years old. We were paid $2.50 a day.  This was what people 
         got for working and it didn't matter how good a man was he 
         didn't get any more pay. 
          

vid:  Well, Grandfather         Da
         you both for telling us these things. Thank you. 
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