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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Interviewee is chief of the Horse Lakes Reserve. 
         - Describes unexplained loss of large areas of Indian land in 
         the area.   
          
         My name is Richard Lightning, I'll be talking with Alfred 
         Chaterlain here at the Horse Lake reserve. I will be asking 
         questions related to the railroad which runs across the reserve 
         and also a quarter of land.  There is some doubt that this land 
         had been surrendered. 
          
         Richard:  You whom I am going to be talking to, what is your 
         name?   
          
         Alfred:  Alfred Chaterlain. 
          
         Richard:  Where were you born? 
          
         Albfred:  Here at Grand Prairie. 
          
         Richard:  How old are you? 
          
         Alfred:  I'm 68 years old. 
          
         Richard;  I'll ask you first about the railway which runs 
         through your reserve.  I'm wondering if you know exactly when 



         it was built? 
          
         Alfred:  It's over 35 years ago that the railway was built 
         through the reserve.  During that time when we had the agents 
         as we called them.  One was named L'Heureux, a Frenchman he 
         worked at Lesser Slaver Lake for a long time. There was also Joe 
         Galibois.  Joe Galibois is still alive, but the other fellow I 
         don't know if he still is alive, but the other fellow I don't 
         know if he is still alive.  They are the ones who should know.  
         They tried to hide everything on us, trying to cheat us 
         regarding money.  That is the way I saw it.  I can't read; I 
         never went to school.  And I have no knowledge of us receiving 
         any payment for the building of the railroad through here.  I 
         am being asked about it now but nobody questioned it during the 
         past.  We were asked once but there was nothing definite.  I 
         was never certain if we ever received payment for the railway 
         which crosses the reserve here at Horse Lake. The white 
         people call it Beaver band.  That is all I could relate.  Also 
         there was a cable placed underground here on the reserve.  I 
         never knew if we should get compensated for that, or do they 
         install that without us being compensated.  Many Indians here 
         took that (underground telephone cable.)  However many have 
         been cut off.  I wanted to know and I also inquired about it but 
         for a long time now everything had been hidden on us Indians.  
         It is not good when the white man hides everything on us.  An 
         example is money.  Also the other thing is a place called Green 
         Island a reserve near Dunvegan.  I've been told that it too was 
          
         sold.  John Testawits told me that it might have been sold.  
         But I told him to try and locate it.  At first I told Dan 
         McLean.  They are fieldworkers, I wonder what they found out.  
         McLean told me he would find information, but then he quit his 
         job.  He quit a year ago.  He did find out much information.  
         There is someone working there now, but he very seldom comes 
         here.   
          
         Richard:  Who is this fellow you're talking about? 
          
         Alfred:  Mickey Calihoo.  He used to come often at first but 
         suddenly he quit.  Sometimes John Testawits comes.  He said 
         that he would probably get information.  One white man sent me 
         a letter; he said we may have lost some land.  He is our 
         neighbor, his name is Steve Laden.  He told me that he might 
         get information on something. 
          
         Richard:  This railway you first mentioned, do you recall if 
         the Indians negotiated in any way? 
          
         Alfred:  We were told that we should have been paid but I don't 
         recall if we received payment or not.  We were never told by 
         the agents of any transactions; it seemed as though they were 
         hiding everything on us.  
          
         Richard;  Are you referring to the agents? 
          
         Alfred:  Yes, they are the ones I am referring to. 
          



         Richard:  L'Heureux and Galibois are the agents you are talking 
         about.   
          
         Alfred:  They were our agents, but they kept everything from 
         us.   
         Richard;  The agent L'Heureux, did you notice anything about him 
         when he was dealing with the Indians? 
          
         Alfred:  He never dealt in fairness with the Indian people, the 
         treaty Indians.  They took it upon themselves to exercise high 
         authority.  They dealt with the people in any way, and they 
         never contacted them. When they asked the people it was only 
         for their X mark.  The people couldn't read so when they got 
         their X the agents could deal on anything with their own 
         discretion.  Also they never gave the people any reasons for it. 
          
         Richard:  You have been a chief before, how many years were you 
         a chief? 
          
          
         Alfred:  My grandfather was a chief, his name was Francis 
         Chaterlain.  Next it was my father, his name was Pierre 
         Chaterlain.  When he died I was about 20 years old, that is when 
         the people made me chief. I worked for about 30 years then I 
         quit.  Other people were chosen, again I replaced them.  I can't 
         read, they could.  But still they made mistakes.  They have 
         limited knowledge in reading and writing.  I can't even write my 
         own name but I made an attempt to keep the people together and 
         work with them. We used to farm but since I quit everything 
         stopped.   
          
         Richard:  Are you the one responsible for raising the question 
         of land surrender and also the possibility of not being paid 
         for the railway crossing the reserve? 
          
         Alfred;  Yes, I am the one who inquired about it.  To try and 
         find out what transaction took place about the reserve. Because 
         I knew the reserve belonged to us.  I've been told that we lost 
         two of them.  I don't know who sold them. Those are the reserves 
         I want to find out about.  I told Dan McLean about it when he 
         was employed as a field worker.  He started working on it and 
         told me that if information is found that we should follow up 
         on it, take action. 
          
         Ricahrd:  How did you know that the reserves belonged to your 
         people?   
          
         Alfred:  We were told long ago; the agent whose name was Laird 
         told us much information.  He told us this before we started 
         farming.  He told us what land belonged to us, which lands were 
         allotted to our grandfathers. It's from this information that I 
         became aware and knew about the reserves.  There is also a man by 
         the name of Francis Napasis, he is still alive and most of the 
         time he is at Clear Hills.  He told me a lot of what actually 
         took place, that old man is still alive. 
          
         Richard:  I guess you are not certain of how the negotiations 



         about the reserves took place? 
          
         Alfred:  No, that is what I'm not sure of, how the transactions 
         were made. It so happened that I was informed they were sold 
         and we had lost them.  That is why I told Dan McLean to work on 
         them.  He found some information.  I also told Steve Laden.  He is 
         the white man. He did research on them and told me that we only 
         had three reserves we could claim.  They are Clear Hills and 
         the one near Fairview - I don't know what the name of it is - and 
         also Horse Lake.  These are the only ones that are registered 
         to us. He said the others were given away. 
          
          
         Richard:  Isn't one of them called Beaver Band? 
          
         Alfred: It is this one here they call Beaver Band and the other 
         one is Clear Hills.  
          
         Richard:  Was Clear Hills also sold? 
          
         Alfred:  Not, it was Fairview which we sold.  That was sold 
         over 40 years ago. It would be about 43 or 44 years ago when we 
         sold it.  There was a government official by the name of Gerry 
         Low (blur?) and Laird was still the agent from Slave Lake.  We 
         were informed that we would get Clear Hills reserve for free.  
         When McLean and John Testawits researched it they discovered 
         that we purchased it.  It wasn't given to us. When we sold 
         Fairview we were promised that we would be getting another 
         reserve.  That is the understanding we got.  But they 
         discovered Clear Hills was purchased with money. It was written 
         on paper.  That is what they told me. 
          
         Richard:  Who made this understanding? 
          
         Alfred:  Joe Ferguson? at the time worked on the reserves.  He 
         lived here at Lake Saskatoon, he is dead now.  There was also a 
         priest, Laird, the three of them. 
          
         Richard:  Are they the people who made the deals? 
          
         Alfred;  Yes, they never consulted us.  It was Laird, the agent, 
         who promised us.  He was the agent at Slave Lake for a long 
         time. He's the one who promised us that if we sold Fairview 
         that we would get another reserve. That is the time the railway 
         was going through the town of Fairview and they wanted the 
         reserve. That is when we gave it up.  Now we realize that Clear 
         Hills wasn't given to us but we paid for it. 
          
         Richard:  Clear Hills was registered a reserve about 1928, how 
         come it was about 30 years after that this was realized? 
          
         Alfred:  I don't know why that is, it was only later that we 
         were informed that it was our reserve. It was Laird and 
         Galibois during their visit that told us there was a reserve 
         there called Clear Hills.  We still own that one. 
          
         Richard:  There is also a section of land here, No. 35, which was 



         not surrendered in 1928.  It was sold in 1949. Do you still own 
         the mineral rights on that property? 
          
         Alfred:  They should belong to us.  Long ago when the treaties 
         were made the government people did not buy mineral rights.  It 
          
         was only on the surface of the land that they took.  Now oil is 
         being discovered everywhere on reserves we should be 
         compensated for this. Sometimes we get money but not all the 
         time.  This is also the other thing I would like to find out. 
          
         Richard;  There is a farmer nearby the reserve, his name is 
         Moody.  Were there any Indians who lived on that property? 
          
         Alfred;  Long ago a family lived there by the name of La Glace, 
         Phillipe La Glace.  The old man is still alive he lives here 
         nearby.  If you approached him maybe he could give you 
         information.  He chose to live there and stayed a long time.  I 
         don't know what happened but eventually he came here to Horse 
         Lake to live.  Later I found out someone had given the land 
         away, but I don't now who it is.  It had to be Indians from here. 
          
         Richard:  They made their own deal? 
          
         Alfred:  I would think so. 
          
         Richard:  The other agent you mentioned before, whom you said 
         was dishonest, did you notice any other affairs which he 
         mismanaged?   
          
         Alfred:  There were many things he mismanaged I think.  He also 
         hired another man here, and he took a lot of money from our 
         funds.  This is why I want to find out how much money was 
         realized from the sale of the reserve at Fairview.  And when I 
         was told that we lost Nipee, I think that is what the people 
         were told, "you have no money left," this is my assumption.  
         This is probably what happened to the other Indians who sold 
         reserves. This is my own personal way of thinking. 
          
         Richard:  The men who work for the railway, do they trap on the 
         railway right of way which is on the reserve? 
          
         Alfred:  I think so.  That is one thing I don't like about our 
         leaders, they allow everybody to come on the reserve.  
         Everybody traps there even the non-treaties.  They allow Metis 
         and the white men on the reserve.  I'm referring to the 
         Horsemans, their intermarriages I don't like that.  They live 
         on the reserve.  I would appreciate it if someone would look 
         into the matter of preventing them from trapping. During the 
         spring they take birds, beaver and muskrat.  Nobody stops them 
         because they were brought into the reserve. 
          
         Richard:  While you were a chief, did you check these various 
         matters?   
          
          
         Alfred:  I never allowed any outsider to come on the reserve to 



         trap.  The reason being was that we weren't allowed on other 
         peoples' traplines or their property to get game.  But on the 
         reserve I never allowed any of this to go on.  I watched it 
         carefully.  The kids from this reserve should trap here for 
         themselves.  Also we have to pay for our traplines, years ago 
         we didn't, this is another thing I would like to find out, do 
         we have to pay for our traplines?  Before they were paid by the 
         government.   
          
         Richard:  Is this something just happened, where you have to 
         pay for the traplines? 
          
         Alfred:  It wasn't too long ago that we had to start paying. 
          
         Richard:  Does this also include the reserves? 
          
         Alfred:  No, not on the reserves, we are allowed to trap on a 
         reserve.  The people receive permits for that and also to sell. 
          
         Richard:  Is there plenty of trapping here? 
          
         Alfred:  In the spring there are plenty of beaver and muskrats 
         here on the reserve. 
          
         Richard:  Do the people still depend on them for livelihood? 
          
         Alfred:  The kids trap and also the older people trap for food. 
          
         Richard:  The elders before you probably remember something 
         about the signing of the treaties, did you ever hear any 
         stories of what took place? 
          
         (End of Interview)     
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