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              First off, I'll tell you why I'm taking this interview. 
         I'm David Starr and I'm working for the Treaty and Aboriginal 
         Rights Research Program of Edmonton, and I have to start by 
         asking you to name yourself although I don't like to ask an 
         elder his name out of respect because we were like this when we 
         were young.  But the white man is different and does not have 
         this same respect so I have to ask you your name and your age.  
         But first let me explain why I came to see you and what we are 
         doing.   
              These people that hired me to come here are in Edmonton 
         and they want to be sure of facts because they are trying to 
         get land for us, from the Athabasca River that goes along Fort 
         McMurray up along the Woods Buffalo National Park and along 
         toward the west toward the Peace River between these two 
         Mighty Rivers and back, including Sandy Lake. 
              But in case it has to go to court, that if the government 
         won't accept it, this land we are asking for, then it will have 
         to go to court, the high court.  We have to have a tight case 
         so that there is no way the government can get out of it 
         because they will try and break it.  So that is why I'm going 
         around.  They had forgot to do one thing, that is to find out 
         how big an area these people had travelled in to get their 
         livelihood from, and maybe that we are taken far too much land.  
         By your stories we get from you, the travelling your fathers 



         and grandfathers had done, we can trace it from them. Just as 
         long as where the lines of this area go or reach. 
              This is what they want to know for sure.  This way the 
         government can't say, "Oh, they never used to go that far."  
         This is what I'm trying to look up and why I'm going around to 
         see you elders for you to tell us of your travels. 
              So then I have some questions to ask you and I'll ask you 
         as we go along.  When you talk about someone, if he has a name 
         even a Cree name would you mention it and use it and if he has 
         a last name, this one too.  This way we will know who you are 
         talking about at that time because we know a long time ago 
         people only had one Cree name.  And also about relationships, 
         your own and anyone who are in the other settlements.  These 
         you can also mention as you go along with your story.  So, I'll 
         go ahead now and ask you to tell your name.  What is your full 
         name?   
          
         Paul:  Paul, is my name. 
          

ul:  Paul is my name, Paul Gladue. 

vid: What about your age?  How old are you?   

vid: The place you can start is the very first time you can 

y. 

ul:  I'll start by telling how we use to move around as much 

en 

 I 
 

we 

gs in the summer.  

         David:  Also your last name. 
          
         Pa
          
         Da
          
         Paul:  Seventy-five.  Seventy-five winters. 
          
         Da
         remember anything, like when you were very young when things 
         started to stay with you.  When you were moving around and 
         things your father told you.  Just tell it to me like a stor
          
         Pa
         as I can remember. 

d like in the winter, moving around in the               Things were har
         winter in the bush.  And we had nothing to use - like the childr
         they had nothing to eat with, no knives, no cups, nothing.  
         They used anything to eat with. Then there was a time when 
         there were cups and bowls.  Now for a knife, like me anyway,
         used the thinnest rib of a moose. We had these made into a knife
         for us to use.  The knife was sharp if it was made right. We 
         could cut things with it.  This was what we used when we ate. 
              We lived in a tipi where we ate inside.  When we finished 
         eating, we were told to put our knives away so we wouldn't 
         lose them. We would put them behind the poles of the tipi.  
         (laughter)   

e came a time when we could get real knives.               Then ther
              Things were hard and it didn't matter how cold it was, 
         could only live in a tipi.  Then women would have kids born 

s          in tipis and yet these women lived.  Now these days a woman i
         rushed to a hospital.  A person lived a hard life a long time 
         ago.  These days now there is no moving around like that.   
          
         David:  Were there any horses in those days? 
          

ul:  No, no horse, only dogs.  We packed do         Pa
         We had nothing to kill mosquitoes with and the kids had to go 



         to the smoke.  There would be smoke made for us.  Today we had 
         medicine to kill them with. 
          

vid:  So then when you wan         Da t to go any place you had to pack 

ul:  Yes, pack on your back.  Yes, also dogs packed things. 

l 

   These days people have everything they need, things like 

ese 

rs old.  Today I'm 

vid:  You were 13, you say? 

 have been here since.  I never 

13 years old, do you remember 
e? 

 

r 

vid:  There, that is where we start at, when you can remember 

ul:  Yes, I know this or remember but its like I dreamt it, 
d 

ith 

         things on your back? 
          
         Pa
         Also the women would carry the kids on their backs and their 
         cookware in their arms. 
          
         David:  These days we don't know what the old people had to do.  
         We don't know of these things. 
          
         Paul:  One time not too long ago they came to hear me talk 
         about the old days and I told them everything.  Now I'll tel
         you the same things I told them. 
          
           
         paper for the toilet. So I told them, "Today you have paper 
         when you go to the toilet, not like in the old days when you 
         had to go.  We had to look also for dry sticks (laughter) - th
         we used in winter. In the summer we would find a place with 
         some moss and used this."  (more laughter) 
              When I first saw this lake I was 13 yea
         75 years old. 
          
         Da
          

ul:  Yes, 13 years old and I         Pa
         left for too long at a time. 
          

vid:  Now, before you were          Da
         anything about what your father said, where they used to liv
          

ul:  There at the river, the Mighty River (Athabasca River).          Pa
         They lived and travelled that area, yes I can just remember 
         that time. I was just starting to grow up and I still remembe
         that.   
          
         Da
         these things, things like where your father went and why, or 
         anything about your grandfather too. You do remember being at 
         the river? 
          
         Pa
         sort of. But then after, when I was about 13 years old, we move
         here to this lake.  We first lived across this lake, we had a 
         small house there.  There were two houses there already. These 
         were the only houses here then. The first time I saw this lake 
         there was not one person here where we are now.  Then my father 
         moved to the end of this lake.  We lived there about three 
         years across the lake.  This was the first time and it was 
         there where my father died.  This was when I started going w
         this woman (his wife).  This was the time of the great sickness. 
          

vid:  How old were you then?          Da
          



         Paul:  I was about 22 or 23 years old. 

vid:  This was at the time of the great sickness? 

vid:  Did many die from that sickness? 

ul:  Yes, many died.  Some days or night as many as four or 

vid:  Then they died of this sickness too? 

vid:  Now before this sickness were your family here before 

ul:  Yes, we were here already. 

vid:  What about your grandfather was he here with you also 

ul:  No, just my father.  My grandfather had died a long time 

vid:  But it was not at any settlement or was this where they 

ul:  Yes, around there, in the area where they hunted and 

vid:  Two brothers? 

d here. 

vid:  What were their names? 

ul:  Peter was the oldest and Felix the other. 

ul:  Yes, then I came next.  I have two younger brothers 

vid:  Fort McMurray? 

ul:  Yes. 

 was his name, the one at Fort McMurray? 

ul:  Michael Gladue. 

ut he comes to see us just 

          
         Da
          
         Paul:  Yes, at that time. 
          
         Da
          
         Pa
         five died.  This was the last time a saw my mom and dad. 
          
         Da
          
         Paul:  Yes, there were five other elders that died too. 
          
         Da
         then?   
          
         Pa
          
         Da
         or just your father? 
          
         Pa
         before but I can't remember when. 
          
         Da
         used to live, at the Mighty River? 
          
         Pa
         trapped and then two of my brothers also died. 
          
         Da
          

ul:  Yes, one drowne         Pa
          
         Da
          
         Pa
          

vid:  Were their last names Gladue too?          Da
          
         Pa
         living yet.  One is at Fort McMurray. 
          
         Da
          
         Pa
          

vid:  What         Da
          
         Pa
          
         David:  Is he living there yet? 
          

ul:  Yes, he's married there b         Pa
         about ever year. 



          
         David:  Would you know his age now? 
          
          
          
         Paul:  I'm not quite sure.  I have a sister too who lives in 

vid:  What is her name? 

vid:  This is good to know because of relationships and this 

this Mighty River (East Athabasca River), did 

ul:  No, they didn't, they never really go too far away, they 

vid:  But they always came home to this place? 

've floated 
 

       float down that river. 

ort McMurray? 

e back here? 

. We used to go to 
rk, we always did this but only in the summer. 

in one place 
t you've always came back? 

ets say, this other way, say towards Chipewyan 
orth) did you yourself ever go in that direction or your 

never, he never told me of going that way only 
ward this way (east and northeast). 

vid:  So, there is no other place where there are more of 
ur relations except the two places you have already 

         Wabasca and he's a year younger than her. 
          
         Da
          
         Paul:  Ida Yellowknee.  Her last name was Gladue too, but she 
         married a man, a Yellowknee, but he died a long time ago.  All 
         my brothers-in-law are dead. 
              This woman (his sister) she is still younger than me.  She 
         is about 74 years old.  Then my brother-in-law is a year 
         younger so he would be 73 years old. 
          
         Da
         shows you have blood ties with these two places, Wabasca and 
         Fort McMurray. 
              Now, about 
         your father ever float down that river? 
          
         Pa
         only travelled from here to the river, back and forth. 
          
         Da
          

ul:  Yes, but I went down that river myself.  I         Pa
         down river nine times to Fort McMurray.  I never was afraid to
  
          
         David:  All the way to F
          
         Paul:  Yes, all the way. 
          
         David:  But you always cam
          
         Paul:  Yes, not here but the other place
         wo
          
         David:  That's right.  A person can't always stay 
         bu
          
         Paul:  Yes. 
          
         David:  Now l
         (n
         father?   
          
         Paul:  No, 
         to
          
          
         Da
         yo
         mentioned?   



          
         Paul:  I have another in Wabasca besides my sister there. His 

me is Hubert. 

younger than you? 

 because I had other 

er.  Paul Gladue (Ca ka ces), 

 trap with your father, 
e names of these lakes, there must've been some lakes there?  

ere some lakes.  There were really three 
in lakes. 

hese lakes have names?  I guess all lakes have 
me name, eh? 

was Calling Lake, another Cow or Buffalo Lake 
d one we just call the Big Lake and another one called Muskeg 

uskeg Lake?  Was this towards the east? 

sun rises. 

id 
ere were no people here.  But with the ones who were here then, 

 man that people would go to 
r advice or ask where they would be going like for a hunt, a 

 really, there were not many people here. 

 people 
re at this lake, then? 

 

e were no people here when the land 

across this 
ke then, not here.  There were also some people over where 

         na
          
         David:  And he's 
          
         Paul:  Yes, but I don't know his age
         brothers too, but all have died. 
              We also had a Cree name, Ca ka ces.  When we get our 
         letters that's what is on the lett
         this was my father's Cree name, his English was Sylvestor. He 
         was given this when he was baptized. 
          
         David:  Now, when you first started to
         th
         That you trap on? 
          
         Paul:  Yes, there w
         ma
          
         David:  Did t
         so
          
         Paul:  Yes, one 
         an
         Lake.   
          
         David:  M
          
         Paul:  Yes, just about straight towards where the 
          
         David:  Now, about another things, oh, but then you already sa
         th
         was there a certain one who was looked at as a leader? 
          
         Paul:  You mean, helping people? 
          
         David:  Well in a way, but more as
         fo
         headman? 
          
         Paul:  Not
          
         David:  Now, let me go back to the first treaty, were
         he
          

 here?          Paul:  You mean this place
          
         David:  Yes. 
          
         Paul:  No, no.
          
         David:  So, ther
         commissioners came through the first time?  
          

 lived          Paul:  We were the only ones here then but we
         la



         the reserve is now at the north end of this lake.  This is a 
         big reserve.  We were here when they did the surveying of it 
         and when they were working on it. 
          
         David:  Did the elders then that time sign any papers to take 

eaty?  Did those people come here, the ones who were getting 

place?  No, not here only as far as 
basca.   

just to Wabasca, eh? 

 of those people that were here 

towards where the sun is at noon, 
ay?  

 people or my father never told of going that 
y.  Just stayed around this area. 

s 
ast)?  Is this right?  As far as Fort McMurray? 

mes.  I spent some summers there. 

his was when I got 
ife) first got hold of 

s. Gladue:  I was 17 years old then. 

first went to McMurray?   

ot of 
e 

close to the place we call 
rairie clearing where we 

         tr
         people to sign treaty? 
          
         Paul:  You mean to this 
         Wa
          
         David:  Oh, 
          
         Paul:  Yes, just to Wabasca. 
          
         David:  Then you say that none
         at the time ever told or said that they had signed for treaty 
         then?  Or can't you remember. 
          
         Paul:  No, nobody did. 
          
         David:  Now, let's say, 
         (south) have you yourself or the old people ever go that w
         And how far? 
          
         Paul:  The old
         wa
          

ward where the sun rise         David:  But you yourself have been to
         (e
          

 lot of          Paul:  Yes, I have been as far as McMurray myself a
         ti
          

id?          David:  How old were you then, you sa
          
         Paul:  I was around 22 or 23 years old.  T

rried. This was when she (meaning his w         ma
         me.  (laughter) 
          
          
         Mr
          
         David:  Were there many people when you 
          
         Paul:  No, not many people.  There was only one store there, 

d they were cutting out roads by hand then but we were          an
         cutting cordwood for the fire boats (steam boats).  This was 
         the time when the fire boats were running.  There were a l
         men cutting wood, with an axe.  Some used saws, bucksaws but w
         were paid good money for the wood. 
          
         David:  Were you cutting dry wood? 
          
         Paul:  No, it was green wood, right 

e Prairie.  There was a natural p         Th
         were cutting this wood. 



              This is where Fort McMurray town is now but it was all 
         bush then. All of that is gone now, all that bush that was 
         around there was cut down by hand. 
          
         David:  I'd like to get a few words from your wife. I heard 

mething she was saying that I would like to get on tape about 

ntion some things I would like to get on 
pe, could you tell me again. Could you tell me your name?  

er's name was Alex Powder. 

 they call me. 

ut 71 years old this other month, on 
e 7th. 

u were saying something about relationships? 

n. 

e?   

ing that we want to know about 
lationships between settlements.  Relationships and blood 

ue:  There is also my uncle, Archie Powder, he's over 
 that country someplace too. 

r parents, were they from here 
o, or did they move here from someplace else?  Where were you 

ue:  Over there by the big river (Pelican River).  We 
ing back and forth between this river and the Athabasca 

old people like your parents ever mention 
ossing the Mighty River (Athabasca River) when they used to 

       hunt?   

         so
         relationships.  Could I get her? 
          
         Paul:  Yes, alright. 
          
         David:  I heard you me
         ta
         Like how do your letters come, in what name?  What do the 
         white men call you? 
          
         Mrs. Gladue:  My fath
          
         David:  But what is your own name? 
          
         Mrs. Gladue:  Delphine, that is what
          
         David:  How old are you? 
          
         Mrs. Gladue:  I'm just abo
         th
          
         David:  Yo
          
         Mrs. Gladue:  Paul Powder, that my father's brother's so
          
         David:  Is that the same Paul Powder that lives at Trout Lak
          
         Mrs. Gladue:  Yes.  
          
         David:  That's one th
         re
         ties.   
          
         Mrs. Glad
         in
          
         David:  What about your father o
         to
         born?   
          
         Mrs. Glad

re mov         we
         River.  Moving around. We also used to move to House River this 
         was where he (meaning her husband) first found me.  (laughter)   
          
         (Back to Paul) 
          
         David:  Did the 
         cr
  
          
         Paul:  No, they didn't cross the river.  They stayed mostly on 



         this side of it.  I never heard them mention it anyway. 

omething.  Would you mind saying it 

e I was born. 

ere 

arents also. 

vid:  So since then you have been here? 

s. Gladue:  Yes, then finally my father died by the Pelican 
 moved here, and my 

 

vid:  Well, I guess that is about all, there is hardly 
uld like to thank you both for telling us 

ese things and for not taking us as strangers but as 
ith 
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         (Again to Mrs. Gladue) 
          
         David:  You just said s
         again?  Thank you. 
          
         Mrs. Gladue:  On the side of Pelican River about six miles 
         there is a lake wher
          
         David:  Then your parents too moved back and forth between h
         and there, is that right? 
          
         Mrs. Gladue:  Yes, but my father is really from Elk Lake (Lac 
         la Biche) and my mother's p
          
         David:  Then these people had come from another area, years 
         ago?  Is this right? 
          
         Mrs. Gladue: Yes. 
          
         Da
          
         Mr
         River.  This was when we left the place and
         mother died at Calling Lake.  This was my first year away from
         home when I started to live with him. 
          
         David:  Then would you say you both have always been in this 
         part of the country?  
          
         Mrs. Gladue:  Yes. 
          
         Da
         anything more.  I wo
         th
         relations and we are glad to be able to see you and talk w
         you.  Thank you again. 
          
         (End of Interview)     
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