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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Interviewee relates how her brothers lost their treaty status 
         in childhood. 
          
         Ernest:  What is your name? 
          
         Mary:  Mary Robinson. 

ou? 

ry:  Fifty-five years old. 

nest:  Where were you born? 

nest:  Are you treaty? 

ry:  Yes (before her marriage). 

younger brothers, the ones 

y ever since they were small, 

 

          
nest:  How old are y         Er

          
         Ma
          
         Er
          

ry:  Wabasca.          Ma
          
         Er
          
         Ma
          

nest:  What happened about your          Er
         we're going to talk about? 
          

ry:  They were once treat         Ma
         because our mother was a treaty too.  And when some non-treaty 
         were thrown out they were thrown out too.  But they were 

 out,         already about eight or nine years old when they got thrown
         and they were called halfbreeds.  They got thrown out, and they 



         never got back in again. Well they stayed with us for a while 
         but were raised at the convent in Wabasca.  They took us as 
         treaties, because our mom died when we were pretty young.  So 

, 

 it 

hey 

nest:  What was her name? 

ry:  Annie, Annie Houle, that was her name, that's our name 

e 

ents, were they treaty? 

ry:  Well, the first man my mother stayed with was a treaty, 

 

 

 

nest:  What was her name? 

nest:  Your mother? 

er last name? 

         the school (convent) took over, raised them up in the convent 
         since they took us as treaties even though they had got thrown 
         out of membership.  And ever since then they never bothered to 
         get back into treaty.  Our mom died and the chief was already 
         too old, so he never bothered to work on it.  He was too old, he 
         forgot everything.  They (her brothers) wanted to fight for 
         their status but couldn't do anything.  The chief was too old
         and he was the best chief we ever had.  Bigstone?  He was the 
         best chief we ever had.  These ones nowadays don't bother, 
         they're just young guys, but he (Bigstone) wanted to work on
         but he got sick and he forgot too easy.  The Indian agent from 
         Indian Affairs arrived over there to try and talk about it but 
         the old man's memory wasn't all there.  So they just let it go 
         and nobody else had worked on that ever since.  When the priest 
         that was there at that time, when we were kids, he too died 
         just lately.  Even though he too knew about us kids, 'cause t
         were at the convent since they were small.  So since then 
         nobody bothered it again. 
          
         Ernest: Was your mother treaty? 
          
          
         Mary:  Yes, ever since she was small. 
          
         Er
          
         Ma
         too.  His name is supposed to be Dolphus Houle but he uses 

it         Cardinal. My name used to be Houle before but I married a wh
         man, so now it's Robinson. 
          

nest:  What about her par         Er
          
         Ma
         but he had died.  He wasn't our father, when that man died she 
         lived with our father who was not a treaty.  And then she lived 
         with Dolphus's dad.  That one too was non-treaty.  Our mother was
         a treaty but she never married either of these two men.  That 
         old man was a treaty, that's what counts, because she never 
         married either of the other two.  Her first husband died, and
         she didn't remarry again. Treaty rights should automatically 
         occur right from the start when my mother married that old man
         and she was always a treaty. 
          
         Er
          

ry:  Who?          Ma
          
         Er
          
         Mary:  Annie. 
          

nest:  But h         Er
          



         Mary:  Houle. 

nest:  And she was a treaty? 

nest:  228. 

ry:  Yes, I used that till I married.  You'd find it through 

nest:  There's nothing now. 

ry:  There's nothing now?  If not in Ottawa?  Ottawa should 

nest:  If not Wabasca. 

ry:  Yes, at Wabasca.  They'd have it at the school - at the 

 

 

nest:  Unles he had put them in his name. 

ry:  Who?  My mom? 

father. 

ry:  No, I don't think so, because he got married to this 
nk 

er 

 

 

nest:  Do you remember what year they were eliminated? 

ry:  Let's see now, Dolphus will be about in his 40s next 

two.  Anyway he 

          
         Er
          
         Mary:  Yes, she was a treaty, our treaty number was 228. 
          
         Er
          
         Ma
         High Prairie, Indian Affairs. That's where all the list should 
         be from Wabasca. 
          
         Er
          
         Ma
         have all the files. 
          
          
         Er
          
         Ma
         old convent - I think they'd have it there. That was the time 
         when many people were thrown out of treaty, and they had to 
         leave the convent too because they weren't treaty.  But now 
         Dolphus, and my other brother who died (David), stayed at the
         convent.  Our mother died so they too got thrown out of treaty.  
         I don't understand that, I never got thrown out. My mother 
         wasn't there way before that, so I don't see why they had to
         throw them out. 
          
         Er
          
         Ma
          

nest:  No, David's          Er
          
         Ma
         other woman and  she didn't like my brothers.  So I don't thi
         he'd do that, because he got married.  Long ago they never 
         bothered to do that, include you to another's name.  My moth
         included all my brothers in her name, when she separated with 
         my brother's father.  They put them in the convent.  She was 
         already sick at the time, so she just gave her children to the
         nuns to raise them up.  My brother Dolphus was only two years 
         old then when he was in the convent, and David was about three.
         That would be the only place you'd find the files at the school 
         in Desmarais.  That was where we were at. 
          
         Er
          
         Ma
         month.  Dolphus was about seven or eight.... 
          
         Ernest:  The last time he got his treaty money? 
          

ry:  Yes, and David would be in between those          Ma
         wasn't a teenager yet. 



          
         Ernest:  How many of you were treaty at that time? 
          

ry:  There were the three of us.          Ma
          
         Ernest:  One died? 

 

ep telling him to try and get back into treaty since you were 

ry:  At Desmarais, that's the only place you'll find them. 

nest:  There must be some at Slave Lake too. 

nest:  I should get all that information in Wabasca. 

 been 
 

nest:  What was that Houle's first name? 

That's what they use 

n name 
 

nest:  That's all I can ask you now.  Oh!  I forgot to ask 

ry:  Thirty-five years old. 

ars old. 

          
         Mary:  Yes, a boy, he was very young that time when he died.  
         And Dolphus never bothered to look into that, because he didn't
         know anything like that.  He never paid any attention to it. I 
          
         ke
         a treaty once but he didn't know anything about it.  So do you 
         think you will accomplish something concerning their status?  
         Once you recover the files at Wabasca? 
          
         Ernest:  We'll have to look into that first. 
          
         Ma
          
         Er
          
         Mary:  I know where they'd be at also, in Ottawa.  My aunt was 
         from over there but she died long ago.  When she got old age 
         pension, we couldn't find any files in Wabasca so I tried in 
         Ottawa.  I guess there should be files on her over there. It 
         was in 41 when I got all the information about her being 
         treaty.   
          
         Er
          

ry:  Yes, they should be over there too.  And there's         Ma
         lots of priests ever since then, but most of them must've died
         now.  But the files should all be there (Wabasca).  Just look 
         under the name of Annie Houle or Kotash.  It should be Kotash, 
         that was her name before.  She didn't marry my father, only her 
         first husband who's name is Houle. 
          
         Er
          

ry:  Well his father was called Kotash.           Ma
         William Kotash, you'd find information on him.  And my 
         grandmother's name was Angeline Kotash or else her maide
         was Gladue. You'd find everything from there. Look under Kotash,
         because you won't find anything under the name of Houle.  Annie 
         Houle Kotash, and treaty number is 228, that's how you'd find 
         out.  Her parents, William and Angeline. 
          
         Er
         how old your mother was when she died? 
          
         Ma
          
         Ernest:  And Dolphus? 
          

ry:  He was three ye         Ma
          



         Ernest:  Was he a treaty at that time? 

ry:  Dolphus? 

ry:  Oh, yes.  He was a treaty already.  He was a treaty ever 

nest:  Was your mother still treaty when she died? 

nd of Interview)     
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         Ma
          
         Ernest:  Yes. 
          
         Ma
         since he was a baby. I understand when they had him he was born 
         in May, and the treaty day was in July, he was given his treaty 
         money.  He was two months old, so he was already a treaty. 
          
         Er
          
         Mary:  Yes, she was still a treaty until the day she died. 
          
         (E
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