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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Interviewee was 6 years old at signing of Treaty 8. 
         - Describes establishment of reserves around Lesser Slave Lake.  
         - Need for more reserve land. 
          
              My name is Richard Lightning, I'm here at Sucker Creek. 
         I'm going to talk to a gentleman by the name of George Okeymaw.  
         He is an elder on this reserve, I will be asking him questions 
         on the land survey that was carried out on this reserve years 
         ago.  Perhaps he can tell me what knowledge he has about it. 
          
         Richard:  Now that we are going to start talking I will first 
         ask what your name is and also your age and your birthdate. 
          
         George:  I used to be George Willier, but now I use George 
         Okaymaw.  The time I was born, the year was 1893, that is when 
         I was born according to my father and mother as they raised me.  
         Years ago, calenders did not exist, the people used to rely 
         on the position of the moon for their calendar. From that time 
         until today I figured that I'm over 82 years old this year. 
          
         Richard:  Where were you born? 
          
         George:  There is a point, the people used to call it Meadow 
         Point long ago.  That is the place where my uncle Mustus first 
         built his cabin along with his son.  It was from there that 
         their trapping was done. It was the same place where my father 



         stayed with his older brother (Mustus).  That is where I was 
         born, just past Joussard about two miles.  That is what is 
         registered on my birth certificate that I was born in Joussard.  
         This is how come I know what I'm talking about.   
          
         Richard:  The questions I'm about to ask you and the 
         information I require may come from stories you've heard, it 
         deals with the Driftpile reserve and perhaps the other reserves 
         as well.  Why is it not a rectangular shape?  Why does it have 
         an irregular boundary line?  This also applied to the other 
         reserves which extend from Slave Lake to Grouard.  You can 
         relate to me whatever knowledge you have on this matter. 
          
         George:  That issue concerning our reserve, I'm not so certain 
         as to what happened.  To my knowledge long ago before the 
         treaty, I wasn't very big, I was six years old, but I can 
         hardly remember.  And it was later on that my uncle Mustus was 
         a councillor, according to what they used to talk about later 
         on.  "You can take any amount of land you want.  Don't take just 
         a small amount because in the future when the young children 
         are grown, you will be short.  If you take a small amount, this 
         will happen."  That is what the people were told by the man who 
         came to make the deal for purchase of land (government 
         official).  This is where they made an error, the people who 
         made the selection did not take enough land for us people here 
         in the Slave Lake region.  In the begining they did discuss 
          
          
         taking all the lakeshore from Slave Lake, there is a place 
         there called Sawridge.  The man who made his home there was 
         called Twin.  Eventually his children and his grandchildren 
         became larger in number.  Then there was this other man at Swan 
         River, his name was Giroux.  I don't know his first name, but I 
         know he was from a Giroux background.  He too made his home at 
         Swan River and he remained there; he never left the place.  And 
         on this reserve which is known as Driftpile, there was my uncle 
         his name was Key no say oo.  His wife came from this place 
         (Sucker Creek).  The other councillor, who was my uncle 
         (Mustus), made his home on the Sucker Creek reserve.  He is the 
         man I first mentioned who built his cabin near Joussard. 
          
              When these people talked about land, they suggested that 
         they should claim all of the lakeshore to make it one whole 
         reserve so we will have enough, "We will not be short of land."  
         They thought it would be good so everybody would have a place 
         to hunt.  That was a good decision, but when the other people 
         made up their minds, they didn't want to leave the places where 
         they had made their homes.  The first reaction was "How come we 
         cannot have individual reserves made for us, within the areas 
         where we make our homes."  Twin said, "I'll take the land at 
         the far end of the lake" (Sawridge).  When Giroux was asked, he 
         too stated he wanted an Indian reserve where he made his home.  
         Finally the decision to have separate reserves came about. 
          
              But today when I think of it at my age, I'm convinced that 
         they should never had done this.  It was a mistake they made.  
         And those people were smart too, they should have taken a lot 



         more land.  They should have considered the hunting and 
         fishing.  But it was the man who came here to pay the treaty 
         money who made fools out of the Indians.  "You can hunt 
         anything at anytime and also trap anytime, no one will bother 
         you.  You people still have hunting rights on your land."  They 
         were told they could kill anything whenever they felt like it.  
         But at the time they didn't realize this and that is where they 
         made the error. 
          
              Now, as I see it today, the white man and Metis are trying 
         to crowd us out of our reserves.  The reserves are so small, 
         therefore, no other white man or Metis can be allowed to come 
         into the reserves. This is because the reserves we were 
         allotted were too small.  The reason why I say that is because 
         every day we hear of children being born.  Where are those 
         children going to make their home as they grow up?  Soon we 
         will be overcrowding ourselves because the reserves are too 
         small.  I think the best way this would work out would be to 
         request more land from the government. That they give us more 
         reserve land, a bit more.  Consideration should be give 
         children and people.  That is why I say, the reserves are too 
         small, I can see in the future that they won't have any place 
         to live. I realize some of us are getting old and when we die, 
          
          
         someone else can live where we are now living.  But I can't say 
         if I'll be alive tomorrow or until next year.  I feel that I'm 
         not that old yet, that is why I say we should request more land 
         so our reserve can be larger.  That is where our elders made 
         the mistake because they were told at first that they could 
         take as much as they wanted.  They were also told that they 
         would receive reserve allotments only once.  It is said that 
         the elders were very smart, they were able to convince the 
         government official for more land and they did receive more 
         land, but the increase they got wasn't very much, because I 
         know, I was there.  I was with the survey crew which worked on 
         the survey of extending the reserve. I worked for that survey 
         crew.  That place called Sucker Creek, we only went half a mile 
         west and one mile south from the Creek that was the increase.  
         We also came in a northerly direction, that too wasn't much 
         more than one and a half miles.  That was near the Metis 
         colony, a small portion of it went to the reserve.  The same 
         thing happened to Driftpile.  We surveyed the increased reserve 
         land by one half mile, in all four directions.  The people had 
         foresight and realized they would require more land for duck 
         hunting and also towards the lake for fishing.  There was 
         always an abundance of ducks and fish, that is the reason for 
         requesting of more land.  They were also considering the young 
         people for the future.  That is what I'm relating to you, my 
         knowledge of what happened.  But this is what I'm saying, if it 
         was possible for us Indians, not only here in the Slave Lake 
         region but Indians all over, there won't be enough land which 
         was allotted to us by the government.  Especially when you 
         consider the children being born every day.  We should get 
         together and discuss ways so that we could ask for more land.  
         I think this would be the best way to go about it.  That is all 
         I can say for now. 



          
         Richard:  Can you tell me anything about the boundary on this 
         reserve here, why is it so irregular?  This request came from 
         your present chief. 
          
         George:  That is one thing that I forgot to mention.  The two 
         men I referred to as my uncles who were told by the government 
         official to make their selection.  The surveyor told them to go 
         ahead of them and make the land selection.  There were no 
         reserves at that time, there were no surveys for reserves yet.  
         The first survey of a reserve was done at Slave Lake.  It was 
         later that other land surveys were carried out. I worked with a 
         survey crew from Smith, right to Grande Prairie.  By then I was 
         a fully grown young man, I worked with surveyors for about six 
         years.  When the Indians were making their land selections they 
         just moved ahead of the surveyors as to what they wanted and 
         how they wanted the land.  I can't say if they walked in a 
          
          
         straight line, or they may have walked a crooked line, that is 
         why the boundaries are not straight.  The reserves were 
         surveyed later at which time we placed iron pipes into the 
         ground on the reserves.  Anything which wasn't made into a 
         reserve then became a settlement property.  But I still say 
         that our headmen did not take enough land for reserves.  That 
         is why the boundaries are not straight and the reserves 
         rectangular.  Maybe it's different in your part of the country 
         towards the south. Because the land there had previously been 
         surveyed prior to the reserves being established.  So your 
         reserves may be more of a rectangular shape.  But for us 
         northern people a survey was not carried out before 
         establishing reserves. This is the reason our reserves have 
         irregular boundaries.  The surveyors were following the Indians 
         as to where they wanted boundaries for their reserves.  
          
         Richard:  Why is it that there is a portion of farmers' land 
         between reserves along the shore of Slave Lake? 
          
         George:  The Indians had made their homes there long ago, as I 
         said before, they had chosen areas for hunting and fishing.  
         Then when the surveying was started that is the property we 
         worked on.  While with the survey crew we worked at Slave Lake, 
         Canyon Creek, Wagner, Kinuso and Faust - all these places are 
         located between the reserves. The reserves were established 
         before the village communtites.   
          
         Richard:  When the reserves were being surveyed, did the 
         Indians ever suspect any wrongdoing by the white man? 
          
         George:  No, because there weren't many white people.  The four 
         who were around stayed at Grouard. 
          
         Richard;  Who hired the surveyors to work on the reserves? 
          
         George:  They were from the government - the survey boss and his 
         accountant; the rest were Indians.  There were no schools then 
         and nobody knew how to read.  I never attended school, I taught 



         myself English by working with the white people. After the 
         reserves were established, there were fractions of land here 
         and there.  There is one here at Driftpile which is about 10 
         acres, nobody lives there. There was some trouble over that 
         land.  It was from that portion that the white man's property 
         extended from.  There is another one north of here, a fraction 
         of land. 
          
         Richard:  Is it reserve land? 
          
          
          
         George:  No, it doesn't belong to anyone.  Even the whiteman 
         can't claim it.  But he can live on it.  It just happened that 
         it became a separate piece of land.  The same thing has 
         happened at the Driftpile store, but that one is very small.  
         The store owners never pay tax so they are lucky that they 
         opened a store there.  
          
         Richard:  Is it part of the reserve and part of it belonging to 
         the white man? 
          
         George:  Yes, there is a road going east and west and the 
         railway runs north and south.  To the south of the road is 
         white man's land.  There is more nonreserve land to the 
         southeast.  Further to the south, there lived a Metis, close to 
         the store. The boundary also runs to the southwest.  That is 
         why the boundaries do not run in a straight line.  That is how 
         it was chosen when the Indians first made their selection. 
          
         Richard;  Your reserve goes into Slave Lake, how is it when 
         flooding takes place in the spring? 
          
         George:  It is bad and it is getting worse all the time.  When 
         our elders first looked at the land they wanted by Slave Lake, 
         they made their choice based on the heavy growth of hay.  There 
         was plenty of hay meadows when the lake was shallow. Today the 
         water level has reached the tree line; all the hay meadows are 
         under water.  That is why I keep saying that the reserves are too 
         small.  Even today the people on this reserve are not putting 
         in gardens, they're too busy trying to get hay.  Because some 
         have cattle, it is important that they get the hay.  But the 
         water has caused a great deal of damage to tell the truth.  It 
         has been a great loss to us.  For whoever had livestock, he must 
         buy his feed to feed his animals.  Years ago, it wasn't this 
         way, there was always enough feed.  There was plenty, so much 
         that we even sold some. We haven't spent the money for hay.  It 
         has been returned because we are not satisfied with the hay.  
         That is because there is too much water.  Maybe the reason for 
         the increasing water level is because they are damming the 
         rivers for power, this is what I've heard and I'm wondering if 
         this is true, I haven't seen anything. 
          
         Richard:  Did you know the Indian agent who was here? 
          
         George:  Yes, I knew him. 
          



         Richard:  What type of person was he? 
          
          
          
         George:  There were three here, there were more, but in the 
         beginning, there was one by the name of Laird.  It was his 
         father who first paid treaty money.  His name was David Laird, 
         he was the first to approach the Indians.  His son was a very 
         tall man.  He was a very good person.  He looked after us, but 
         he stayed at Grouard.  He didn't live on the reserve.  We 
         travelled many miles to go and see him.  Even when we received 
         garden seeds and rations, these are times we travelled with 
         three wagons.  It was very difficult because there was no 
         bridge there.  When he died, there was a Frenchman from 
         Falher, who came in his place.  He stayed on the reserve and 
         done some good work here; everybody had gardens.  Then, I don't 
         know what happened but he was replaced by a Frenchman by the 
         name of Paul L'Heureux.  I think he came from Athabasca.  He 
         came here and messed up everything.  He was a man who was kind; 
         he never refused when we asked for something.  He used to order 
         war surplus things for the Indians and distribute them.  But in 
         agriculture he didn't see it.  The reason why I say that is 
         because the farmers who were close by at High Prairie told the 
         agent that they had good oats, wheat and barley for seed grain.  
         The agent told the farmers to bring it, that the Indians would 
         buy it.  When they brought it to us, the seed grain had wild 
         oats in it.  We didn't know how to clean it, we had nothing.  
         He did order a machine for cleaning, but we spent days cleaning 
         the grain before we could put it in as seed.  We couldn't get 
         all the wild oats out, the people became discouraged and nobody 
         felt like farming.  That is what I'm saying, it was his mistake 
         that all that wild oats was brought in here.  That was 
         L'Heureux he made a mess of our reserve.  My son is farming 
         but he has so much trouble with weeds and wild oats.  That is 
         what has happened to our reserves in this area.   
          
         Richard:  Do you know or remember of anybody who may have sold 
         some reserve land? 
          
         George:  I don't think so.  I don't remember any Indian selling 
         any land. There is one thing that I forgot to mention.  When we 
         were working on the survey, there was a portion of land on the 
         map at the Driftpile corner.  My older brother asked what it 
         was, and he was told it was part of our reserve. They would use 
         it for the purpose of hunting ducks, fishing and a campground.  
         It was the head surveyor who told us that, I forget his name.  
         But today we have lost that portion of reserve.  I'm wondering 
         if one of our leaders of long ago sold it.  But I can't say 
         anything on that because they are now all dead.  It now belongs 
         to a farmer I think his name is Harold Alijison.  He bought 
         much property from the farmers, he owns a lot.  That is all I 
         know about that Driftpile point.  It was given to my uncle who 
          
          
         used to be our leader. I know we have lost it but I'm not 
         certain how it came about.  
          



         Richard:  How many acres would it be? 
          
         George:  It wasn't very big, it may have been one quarter of a 
         mile one way and about one half mile in the other direction.  I 
         don't know if the old Indians requested it or it was just 
         allotted to them. There was a river next to it so the people 
         could trap muskrats from the lake too. 
          
         Richard;  Was it not through population figures that reserve 
         land was allotted? 
          
         George:  I wouldn't know that I never heard my uncles talking 
         about it.  I only knew that reserves were allotted in one large 
         area.  I don't know of anything which says that a family of 
         five could live separately.  It was the fault of Chief Felix 
         Willier that the Driftpile reserve was surveyed into quarters. 
         He, too, made a mistake.  We are now like white people.  It was 
         like a quarter section for each family.  That was the request 
         from my uncle but I don't know why he made that deal.  That is 
         not enough for a person with a large family like fifteen 
         children, they could not make a living.  Where are the people 
         going to live, our children will have to live someplace.  That 
         is what I'm telling you of the past. 
          
         Richard;  Than you for talking to me. 
          
         (End of Interview) 
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