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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - John Testawich, former chief of the Peace River Crossing 
         Reserve, discusses the different attitudes of Indians and 
         non-Indians to fishing and trapping. 
          
         Joe:  I wonder if you could tell me what you think of the 
         changes that are now in effect, also how the treaties were 
         understood?   
          
         John:  Well, as far as I know, I don't think the animals were 
         signed away at the time the treaties were signed but, for us, 
         we don't have any trouble with any of the officers here, 
         because he's real good to us.  Except for the Lawrences, when 
         they had their kill taken away from them.  I was the chief at 
         that time, so I went to see the Fish and Game officers also the 
         Indian Affairs about this matter.  The Lawrences got the meat 
         back but they had to pay $16.00 for charges. 
          
         Joe:  What do you think of Indian kill?  Do they play or 
         destroy the kill for nothing? 
          
         John:  I don't think that's true because Indians used 
         everything involved on the moose, whereby he used the hide to make 
         jackets, shoes, eats the meat and part of the intestines also. 
         I wonder if white man ever takes the legs because this the 



         Indian uses.  
          
         Joe:  Is fishing used as sport or livelihood? 
          
         John:  As far as an Indian is concerned, fish is one of its 
         main food and it's not used for sport.  This the white man use 
         fish for sport.  Indians use fish or animals for livelihood, 
         because it's their source to feed their families. 
          
         Joe:  I would like to ask you about trapping, where there is no 
         production of furs likely to lose registered trap lines. 
          
         John:  I think this will really affect Indians if we lost the 
         registered traplines.  When once these were ours, they were 
         free, whereby anyone can go out to trap any place where he sees 
         fit to making a living.  But now changes are made which is really 
         affecting us. 
          
         Joe:  Were licenses issued years ago? 
          
         John:  No, because this was free to us and now we have to have 
         a license before we can go out trapping.  This land, Canada, was 
         ours.  It belongs to the Indians.  But changes are made, that it 
         no longer belongs to us anymore and by this, it really affects 
         us in every which way.     
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