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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Recounts stories told to him by his father about the signing 
         of Treaty #8. 
         - Denial of Indian requests for reserve. 
         - Traditional lifestyle. 
         J.D.:  What is your name? 
          
         B.S.:  My name is Billy Simpson. 
          
         J.D.:  How old are you? 
          
         B.S.:  I am 63 years old. 
          
         J.D.:  Were you born in Fort Chip? 
          
         B.S.:  No, I was born in Fort MacKay. 
          
         J.D.:  Your grandfather or your dad, did they mention to you of 
         how the treaty was signed?  Can you tell me all that you can 
         recollect from the recollections of the people that told you of 
         how this treaty was signed? 
          
         B.S:  Traditionally, our people, young and old, when our people 
         mentioned to them of what concerned them as an important 
         matter, they listened because it was a matter of importance.  
         That is what I was taught to do is listen and when my father 
         talked to us about the treaty, I listened attentively to my 
         father.  "When I first heard about the treaty, it was from my 
         father," he had told me.  "The people who were white were the 



         commissioners who came to make the treaty with us.  At that 
         time, we didn't have an official head man of any kind since we 
         were always not in a group, we attended to our own privileges 
         of support for our families.  Yet we were able to choose from 
         the people gathered before the actual negotiations, a man with 
         considerable understanding of the concepts of negotiations.  He 
         was called Jonas Martin, an elder.  So the people had chosen 
         him to represent us since we were convinced that he could 
         negotiate our demands. 
          
              The commissioner was explaining the terms of the treaty, 
         "if we wanted to take the treaty money," to the elder. 
          
              Martin said, "If we take this treaty money, you will 
         perhaps eventually take away our land from us, since you are 
         using the treaty money as a gimmick." 
          
              Commissioner said, "No, we will not take your land in 
         exchange for the treaty money.  It was the Queen who has given 
         you this money because she had heard from informative sources 
         that you people were desperately struggling to survive from the 
         land with considerable hardships.  She has heard that the 
         people of this region were starving.  That is the real reason 
         why she has sent this money, so you can make a living from this 
         money.  But your way of life will not be interfered with by any 
          
         outside sources that will prevent you from going about your 
         daily activities, fishing, trapping and hunting for a living.  
         No restrictions of any kind will interfere with your way of 
         life.  You can trap, fish and hunt in any area you wish.  You 
         are free to go about your lifestyles."  Martin said, "If we 
         take this treaty money, perhaps this money that you are so 
         desperately trying to give us keep us from our present 
         lifestyle.  Perhaps from this money, as a gimmick, will prevent 
         us from trapping, fishing and hunting.  Perhaps we will not be 
         as free to do as we wish." 
          
              Commissioner:  "No, that's not the reason.  Even if you 
         take this money, your lifestyle will not be curtailed by any 
         regulations.  As long as the sun shines and the river flows we 
         will not make regulations that will restrict you from trapping, 
         fishing and hunting, as long as those elements that I have 
         described are functioning, forever you are free to do as you 
         wish.  Even those, the migration of many white people into this 
         country, they will not even take a blade of grass from you.  
         They will not even chop a branch from your land." 
          
              Martin:  "The terms that you have described to us, that 
         there will be no restrictions of any kind to our lifestyles, no 
         curtailment to prevent us from trapping, hunting and fishing, 
         as you say, 'as long as the sun shines and the river flows' and 
         forever.  Then we will take the treaty money."  After the 
         treaty was signed there was a big pow-wow. 
          
              After the First World War we Indians started migrating 
         into the settlement of Fort Chipewyan.  Many young Indians were 
         placed in the mission that was run by the Roman Catholic 



         Church.  I was one of those young people.  I was probably 12 
         years old then when my father took me out of the mission, when 
         I was able to understand and reason for myself.  It was then my 
         father had told me of the way the treaty was signed and I have 
         told you all I can recollect concerning the way the treaty was 
         signed.   
          
              It was shortly after this that we decided to take a 
         reserve for means of trapping, fishing, and hunting.  My father 
         was then a councillor with Chief Cowen.  When the treaty was 
         made, as I told you, that there was to be migration of white 
         people into the area.  There will be probably many remembering 
         that this is why we decided to take a reserve for our means of 
         trapping, fishing and hunting. 
          
              It was also said in the agreed terms, that we can set 
         aside a reserve for trapping, hunting and fishing which 
         pertains to our way of living.  The area that we choose as land 
          
         will not be bounded by miles and acres.  We are free to take 
         the territory according to our demands of taking, since we are 
         close to nature and the wildlife that roam the land have no 
         established boundaries. 
          
              Our forefathers were told by the commissioner to take land 
         as large as they wish.  It was on these terms that when my 
         father was councillor with Chief Cowen.  The land at that time 
         that was asked by the Indians at that time, wish to take for a 
         reserve had an unlimited boundary. 
          
              At the point of Little Rapids to Peace Point, to a point 
         south of Fort Smith, across the river to Peace Point, running in 
         a southerly direction to the west of Lake Claire, about 3 or 5 
         miles into the interior to Birch Mountain, from there running in 
         an easterly direction including land alongside of Lake Claire 
         and Mamawi, back into the interior to about 20 miles, running to 
         a point that intersects the Embarras River, running in a 
         northerly direction to the point of origin. 
          
              Now the cited territory at that time was too large for the 
         government to grant to the Indians.  Now looking at the treaty 
         again, the government clearly stated that the site for a 
         reserve that the people wish to choose will be granted to them, 
         but as we Indians had chosen the site, they appear not wanting 
         to accept their part of the treaty agreement.  It was just too 
         large a reserve according to the government.  As we keep asking 
         for the reserve to this very day, the boundaries of the 
         original reserve kept getting smaller and smaller.  Now we 
         don't even think that the two sites are large enough to 
         maintain our way of life. 
          
              Looking again at the treaty, there was no mention of miles 
         or acres to a person.  We were told to choose land that will 
         maintain our way of life.  The question of miles and acres was 
         not mentioned.  Taking into considerations into account of this 
         land, we wish to take as a reserve was mentioned to us when I 
         first left the mission. 



          
              Traditionally we were always the original inhabitants of 
         the territory we wish to take as a reserve, since it pertains 
         to our traditional lifestyle.  The inhabitants who inhabited 
         the territory were there 100 years before I was born.  All the 
          
         territory that I have previously mentioned belonged to the Cree 
         nation of that time, since they had maintained their way of 
         life in the territory we wish as a reserve.  I know from 
         historic facts, we are the original owners of that land.  In 
         that traditional lifestyle, no one was staggering around as 
         they do today because of drinking.  They lived in their 
         traditional lifestyle of hunting, trapping, and fishing.  The 
         only time they even came to the settlement of Fort Chipewyan was 
         when they came to get their treaty money along with the 
         provisions, tea, bacon, tobacco, bullets and lead to make 
         buckshot.   
          
              They then immediately went back to their traditional ways, 
         of fishing and hunting, till early fall.  They once again came 
         back to Fort Chipewyan to get supplies, for the winter trapping. 
          
              They don't come back to the settlement until Christmas.  
         After Christmas they returned back in their ways of living off 
         the land till early spring to get some supplies for the summer 
         months.  Traditionally, our forefathers had raised their 
         children by this means of lifestyle, from fishing, hunting and 
         trapping. 
          
              Since we are the original inhabitants of the land, we have 
         the aboriginal rights to the land.  The land was inhabited by 
         Chipewyans and Crees.  The Indians did not go beyond the 
         imaginative boundaries.  They trapped, hunted, and fished in the 
         area that they were quite familiar with. 
          
         J.D.:  The people lived at Catfish camping site? 
          
         B.S.:  Yes, they lived at the Catfish camping site.  They had 
         lived in two other areas also, Little Rapids and Sweetgrass 
         which is now the Wood Buffalo National Park before the park was 
         even there. As a young man I had hunted ducks and fished for a 
         living.  Then there were no buffaloes and white men. 
          
         J.D.:  Now that we have three locations of where the Indians 
         lived, how far north, east, south and west did they trap, 
         hunt, and fish? 
          
         B.S.:  Where at the present time Snowbird lives along in a 
         southwesterly direction from the community of Fort Chipewyan 
         approximately 35 miles. 
          
              The people had trapped, hunted and fished around Lake 
         Clair and Mamawi as far back into the interior to the Birch 
         Mountains.  The people who lived at Little Rapids had also 
         trapped, hunted and fished around Lake Clair back into the 
         interior as far back to the Birch Mountain and Birch River. 
          



              We lived at Jackfish Creek.  We hunted, trapped and fished 
         up to the Cariboo Mountains.  Also from Peace Point, we trapped 
         and hunted to the Cariboo Mountains. 
          
         J.D.:  How far north did these people living in this area trap 
         and hunt towards the north? 
          
         B.S.:  Some of the people living around Peace Point and 
         Jackfish Creek had trapped and hunted and fished in a northerly 
         direction as far as Fort Smith.  The people from Fort Smith had 
         also hunted, trapped and fished in a southerly direction.  The 
         two groups of people had at times met each other in the 
         wilderness.  I must also mention the fact that the people from 
         Fort Smith had also trapped and hunted in a westerly direction 
         as far as Cariboo Mountains. 
          
         J.D.:  You have told me some of the most important points 
         concerning aboriginal rights.  If you have any more important 
         points to tell me, I will tape them. 
          
         B.S.:  What I have told you was mentioned to me by my father.  
         Other than that we considered as important, I can't think of 
         any.  But how I raised my children was by means of trapping, 
         hunting and fishing.  My youngest boy is now 19 years old.  I 
         have raised him by means of hunting, trapping and fishing till 
         he was 11 years of age.  There was no welfare at that time.  I 
         had raised my family by means of trapping, hunting and fishing.  
         Many families have also raised their family the same way I did. 
          
              Therefore, the land that we inhabit is rightfully ours.  
         It doesn't belong to the buffalo and it doesn't belong to the 
         white people since we are the original inhabitants of the land.  
         We have the aboriginal rights of the land to claim as ours.  It 
         belongs to both the Cree tribe and the Chipewyan tribe. 
          
         J.D.:  In 1922 the government was made aware of the fact that 
         the Indians of Fort Chipewyan had wanted a reserve for 
         hunting, trapping and fishing.  The land that is now Wood 
         Buffalo National Park south of the Peace River, in 1922 was not 
         yet a park, it only became a park in 1926.  Was this mentioned 
         to you by any of the elders? 
          
         B.S.:  One elder had told me of this.  His name was Pierre 
         Whitehead.  He was a chief.  The land was loaned to the 
         government for the buffaloes.  This was mentioned to me by 
         Philip Gibot.  It seemed to me that the land was given to them, 
         but apparently it was just loaned to them.  After 5 years, the 
         population of the buffalo grew in size.  It was at this time 
         the government (federal) had, as the provincial government for 
          
         the land south of the Peace River and north of the Peace River 
         is the old buffalo park, the provincial government has also 
         loaned the federal government the land south of the Peace River 
         for the Wood Buffalo National Park.  Now that land is also 
         filled with buffalo as far as the 27th base line. 
          
         J.D.:  I think you for the important information that you have 



         given us. 
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