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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - A brief account of the treaty negotiations at Fort MacKay and 
         of the subsequent failure to obtain a reserve at Peace Point.                   
         Billy:  First treaty was made in Fort MacKay.  My father was 
         there when the treaty was made. My father told me about it and 
         also other old people.  Although I was young, I listened to 
         them talking about the treaty.  At the time when they paid the 
         first treaty, my father was a young man. One day the government 
         officials were sent by the Queen to Fort MacKay.  There was a 
         man by the name of Orphan (Ts'ineke) who was chosen by the 
         Chipewyans to speak on their behalf.  The government people 
         told the Chipewyans that they brought them some money. So 
         Ts'ineke did not know whether it was good or not so he told the 
         people maybe if we take this money we might have trouble and we 
         won't be free to hunt, trap and fish as we like.  But the 
         government men told them the Queen sent you this money because 
         there were too many people starving to death so we don't want 
         this to happen again.  But anyway, ever since we can remember, 
         we went hunting, trapping and fishing anywhere and no one 
         stopped us. Maybe this will interfere with our rights, but they 
         said, "As long as the sun shines and the river flows, these 
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         promises would never be broken."  Only after he was sure that
         they made these promises, he agreed to sign his X on the papers
         But before he signed the paper, the government men told him, 
         "In a short while there will be a lot of white men on this 

a         land, so before they come, choose the best places that you w
         to preserve for yourself to live on."  This land will be 



         preserved for you.  They did not mention how many acres or 
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   I believe that the only thing the government bought was 

   For only $5.00 a year, I don't think he should own 

   There were no borders on our land, as far as hunting game, 
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         miles.  They just told them to choose themselves some land.  So 
         only then did he sign his name.  So that's how they signed the 
         treaty.  "Kawee" was the Chief at the time. J.B. Zibette was a 
         councillor and my father was one too. The place where they 
         called "Peace Point" was where a few of our people went to l
         at the land they wanted to choose.  After a meeting with 
         government officials my father chose a piece of land and 
         claimed it. This piece of land was twenty miles long and f
         miles wide. With this land he claimed two lakes that he took so
         they would have fish for food.  After he took the two lakes, it 
         would have been ten miles wide.  So the government broke his 
         promise and told them they were taking too much land, so to 
         this day, they don't have a reserve. 
          
           
         the land surface, timber, and grass. As far as I am concerned, 
         I still believe that I own the game, fish, birds, and also the 
         gas, oil, minerals, etc. underground. 
          
           
         everything.  At that time when we made the treaty, the 
         government promised to give us a game warden to protect the 
         game for us. And also, the government promised to give us a 
         policeman to protect us from trouble. 
          
           
         fishing, etc. was concerned. We could go to Saskatchewan or any 
         place to hunt and no one stopped us.  Now things are changing 
         against the promises of our treaty.     
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