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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Loss of treaty status after being accepted as treaty Indian 
         for 40 years. 
          
         Ernest:  What is your name? 
          
         Joe:  Joe Noskiye 
          
         Ernest:  How old are you? 
          
         Joe:  Seventy-seven years old. 
          
         Ernest:  Where were you born? 
          
         Joe:  Loon Lake. 
          
         Ernest:  Have you been living here long? 
          
         Joe:  It's been quite a while now.  I was raised at Peerless 
         Lake, around the Trout Lake area. 
          
         Ernest:  Is that where you came from? 
          
         Joe:  That's where we're originally from, but we've been here 
         for 32 years at Little Buffalo. 
          
         Ernest:  But before that, that's where you came from? 



          
         Joe:  Yes. 
          
         Ernest:  But before you came here, you were at Trout Lake? 
          
         Joe:  Before I arrived here?  I went to Ft. Vermilion, I 
         stopped at Peace River.  I travelled along from there, and this 
         is where I settled, I never went back to Trout Lake. I stayed 
         here at Little Buffalo after I came from Peace River.  That's 
         where I got thrown out of treaty. 
          
         Ernest:  At Ft. Vermilion? 
          
         Joe:  Yes. 
          
         Ernest:  You were there for sixteen years? 
          
         Joe:  Yes, I was there for a long time. 
          
         Ernest:  What happened when you got thrown out of treaty?  Did 
         you miss any treaty payments? 
          
         Joe:  No, we're not the only ones who got eliminated; there 
         were some other people from Trout Lake too, in fact, people 
         from all around here.  My mother who was at Trout Lake at that 
          
         time got thrown out too, all my brothers and sisters.  We're 
         not the only ones.  
          
         Ernest:  Your parents too? 
          
         Joe:  Yes, them too. 
          
         Ernest:  They got eliminated too? 
          
         Joe:  My father was still alive then and some of my brothers 
         and sisters too.  They all lived at Trout Lake then.  I heard 
         when they got thrown out that was when I was away. 
          
         Ernest:  Are you treaty now? 
          
         Joe:  No, ever since I was eliminated I never got my treaty 
         payments again. But they (relatives) got back into treaty after 
         one or two years later.  I always wonder why that happened.  
         They were re-admitted and I never did. 
          
         Ernest:  Is your brother a treaty? 
          
         Joe:  Yes, he is.  He got admitted again, because it was me who 
         got him readmitted.  He's been a treaty ever since then.  He's 
         using a Cree name, my father's name, Natawastinum.  He lives in 
         Trout Lake.  He's a treaty and I'm not, and I got him admitted 
         in the membership.  I got all of them re-admitted.  It wasn't 
         hard for me to do that.  It's true my father never took scrip.  
         I've heard of people taking scrip, I guess it amounted to quite 
         a bit in one sum.  But, my father never took that, that's why 
         it was easy for me to admit my brothers.  I took the papers to 



         the chief in Wabasca.  It was my doing that got them in the 
         membership.  They never found out if they had took scrip like 
         some other people did. 
          
         Ernest:  Do you remember when was that?  What year? 
          
         Joe:  No, only the time I was thrown out, I remember that.   

nest:  What year was that? 

nest:  1942. 

e's wife:  Yes, 1942. 

e:  You'd say it was that long. 

nest:  Were you ever in Wabasca? 

nest:  Did you go and get your treaty money at Wabasca? 

e: No, they issued treaty money here in Trout Lake.  The 

nest:  The time you said you missed treaty day, did the agent 

e:  Yes, then he went to Ft. Vermilion.  I was paid twice, 
 

re 

nest:  Do you remember what the Indian agent's name was? 

e:  No, I don't remember.  He was already an old man; he 

ndian 

 
 

          
         Er
          
         Joe's wife:  About 1942. 
          
         Er
          
         Jo
          
         Joe:  (asking his wife) I wonder if we were treaty for ten years? 
          
          
         Joe's wife:  I don't know. 
          
         Jo
          
         Er
          
         Joe: Never. 
          
         Er
          
         Jo
         store manager would send mine.  
          
         Er
         leave right away? 
          
         Jo
         maybe three times, when I was there.  We went, it took us five
         days with horse team from the place we used to live along the 
         Wabasca river, but not on a reserve. And then he (the agent) 
         wouldn't give us our treaty money.  We went for nothing, we we
         eliminated.   
          
         Er
          
         Jo
         must've died a long time ago.  My friend and I camped at 
         separate places. There were only treaties living at Ft. 
         Vermilion, and they had the first priority to get their 
         payments, because we had to settle our problem with the I
         agent in order to get our treaty money.  I guess someone had 
         went and got my friend from the place he was staying.  So he 
         went, and was given his treaty money.  He's still alive today,
         and has been a treaty since then. So I left from there, 'cause I
         had come with him (his friend) from Wabasca river.  So we went 
         and tried to get our treaty money again. I was urged by some 
         people to go back when they had treaty payments.  I had been 
         living there for 33 years already when we went back for our 



         treaty money. I almost missed the Indian agent.  When I arrived 

er 

nest:  And you're still waiting. 

e: I can't deal with that old man anyway, he must've died 

nest:  When treaty was first signed would you know why many 

e:  No, I don't know why.  Some people who had been treaties 

nest:  How did you travel then, when you went for your treaty 

e:  The time when I mentioned before, we used horses.  There 

nest:  Where do they have their treaty payments nowadays?  

e:  Yes. 

nest:  Ever since people have lived here were they ever 

e:  They have tried to get one. 

ned, do you know if they were 

 of.  I just learned about it not long 

  Would you be able to tell us anything else about 
lready? 

nest:  Well, I haven't got anything more I can ask you. 

e:  That's what all happened, what I have told you. 
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         there, him and his assistant were coming out and I told them I 
         wanted to get paid since I was always a treaty.  He said, 
         "You're late and I've already closed my files, but that's 
         alright though because I'll send your money anyway," I told 
         him that was okay with me, but I haven't received anything ev
         since.   
          
         Er
          
          
         Jo
         long ago.  
          
         Er
         people were eliminated from treaty membership? 
          
         Jo
         before got thrown out all of a sudden. 
          
         Er
         money, and how were you paid? 
          
         Jo
         were no roads for wagons that time, when we came from Trout 
         Lake.   
          
         Er
         Here? 
          
         Jo
          
         Er
         promised a reserve?  Would you know? 
          
         Jo
          

nest:  When treaty was first sig         Er
         promised a reserve then? 
          

e:  No, not that I know         Jo
         ago.   
          

nest:         Er
         you're not being a treaty, or have you told us everything a
          

e:  Yes, I've told you everything.          Jo
          
         Er
          
         Jo
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