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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Treaty promises. 
         - Wood Buffalo National Park, and associated problems. 
         - Promised reserve at Garden River. 
         - Need for more land in some small reserves. 
          
         Roger:  What is your name? 
          
         Maude:  Maude Moberly. 
          
         Roger:  How old are you? 
          
         Maude:  Sixty-six. 
          
         Roger:  Where were you born? 
          
         Maude:  Fort Vermilion. 
          
         Roger: What about your parents?  How old were they?  And where 
         were they born?  Can you tell me about them? 
          
         Maude:  My dad was born in Calgary.  My mother was born in Eliske. 
          
         Roger: What were their names? 
          
         Maude:  Ira Mitchell and Sophie. 
          
         Roger:  How did they make their living and where? 



          
         Maude:  My father trapped and my mother trapped too sometimes. 
          
         Roger:  Did they make their living like that for a long time? 
          
         Maude:  My father was always there. He trapped in the winter 
         and worked in the summer. 
          
         Roger: Where were you raised? 
          
         Maude:  Fort Vermilion. 
          
         Roger:  Were you there for long? 
          
         Maude:  I was born there and now I am an old lady here. 
          
         Roger:  I am going to ask you about the treaty.  Can you 
         remember when the treaty was signed? 
          
         Maude:  1899. 
          
         Roger:  And where was it signed? 
          
         Maude:  Fort Vermilion if not Little Red River. 
          
         Roger:  Who signed treaty from your band? 
          
         Maude:  Tall Cree. 
          
         Roger:  And before the treaty was signed, did the government 
         fully explain what the treaty and reserves were? 
          
         Maude:  It was mentioned.  I do not remember but I... was it 
         written in papers?  After the treaty was signed, that was when 
         Tall Cree asked for a reserve. 
          
         Roger:  Was the treaty fully explained and was there a proper 
         translator before signing the treaty?  What was the name of the 
         translator?  Did he speak Cree and English as well? 
          
         Maude:  I really can't say that the translator did a good job.  
         Long time ago the translator was Johnny Bourassa. 
          
         Roger:  Did he speak Cree? 
          
         Maude:  Yes, and he also spoke English. 
          
         Roger:  Was he an Indian? 
          
         Maude:  Yes, he was an Indian.  A long time ago there was mostly 
         Indians here, very few white men in Fort Vermilion. 
          
         Roger:   Who was the chief then? 
          
         Maude:  Tall Cree. 
          
         Roger:  Where was he from?  Where did he make a living? 



          
         Maude:  North Tall Cree was where he lived. 
          
         Roger:  Now I am going to ask you about trapping, hunting and 
         fishing in the Wood Buffalo Park area.  Before the treaty was 
         signed, what did the government say? 
          
         Maude:  About that the old people used to say the trapping, 
         hunting and fishing would not be stopped.  They could go 
         anywhere.   
          
         Roger:  Was that one of the promises in the treaty?  The 
         hunting, fishing and trapping, was that written in the treaty? 
          
         Maude:  I could not really say anything about that.  But the 
         people used to say that they were promised as long as we lived.  
         As long as the sun shines and rivers flow, we could trap, hunt 
         and fish. It must have been written in the treaty. 
          
          
          
         Roger:  And did many people make their living that way? 
          
         Maude:  There were many people making their living that way 
         because that was the only way of making a living.  They used to 
         hunt, fish and trap.  It is what the people say that long ago 
         the people used to hunt for Hudson's Bay Company to keep the 
         manager alive by feeding them meat. 
          
         Roger:  Could you remember some of the hunters? 
          
         Maude:  Do you mean the hunters? 
          
         Roger:  Yes. 
          
         Maude:  Simon Peecheemow and one was Chee Cheeskushees, 
         Narcisse Moberly's grandfather, and Ambrose, my grandfather 
         too. He was a Chipewyan.  Kewatin and D'Or.  There was lots of them. 
          
         Roger;  Do you remember when Wood Buffalo Park was made and 
         why?  In 1922 it was made. 
          
         Maude:  I don't know why they made the park but I sure would 
         like if they could allow the buffalo to be killed and lived on.  
         I would think so.  Just like long ago. 
          
         Roger:  Were the people notified that the park was being made? 
          
         Maude;  When Simon Peecheenow used to tell about that he said 
         we weren't told the park was being made.  All of a sudden people 
         did that and we weren't told.  I wouldn't know why.  I don't 
         know if all the people were notified, but this is what he used 
         to say. 
          
         Roger:  I guess the people weren't notified. 
          
         Maude:  No, a lot of people did not know of this.  All of a 



         sudden they could not go and trap, hunt and fish. They were put 
         to court for killing moose because they did not know they 
         couldn't kill them in the park.  They could not hunt any way 
         they wanted. This was for people who lived outside the park who 
         went to hunt inside the park. 
          
         Roger:  The park was later extended.  Do you know when and why? 
          
         Maude:  No.  
          
         Roger:  When the park was made, did the Indians and white men 
         have conflicts over trapping? 
          
          
         Maude:  I couldn't say. 
          
         Roger:  When did the people ask for land at Garden River? 
          
         Maude:  That was about 15 to 20 years ago when they asked for 
         the land.  
          
         Roger:  Were the people all ready there? 
          
         Maude:  Yes, they were already there.  As long as I can 
         remember, stories were told of people being raised there.  Then 
         Indian Affairs sent some to other places to build houses for 
         them.  They would not build them there because it was not a 
         reserve.  I once went there for treaty day and they said they 
         could lease that place.  All the people could get so much for 
         everyone like 160 acres (?).  They could lease 160 acres a 
         family.  This is what Bert MacKenzie said. Andrew Sewepagaham, 
         Jimmy Blesse and many others were there.  They were glad when 
         Bert MacKenzie said that. 
          
         Roger:  Do you know of other people who are asking for land 
         from that government? 
          
         Maude:  Yes.  We asked for land here and we were promised nine 
         acres. South Tall Cree was supposed to get five acres.  Beaver 
         Ranch was supposed to get seven acres. None of these promises 
         were fulfilled. 
          
         Roger:  Who was the chief then and what happened to these requests? 
          
         Maude:  The chief kept the papers for a long time.  After the 
         papers were made, he did not mail them right away.  The chief 
         then was John Courtereille.  We went to High Level and I saw 
         him there.  He said he was mailing the papers then. That was 
         about a month after.  I don't know why he did that. 
          
         Roger:  Who would you think owns Fox Lake and John D'Or Prairie 
         Reserves?   
          
         Maude:  No comment. 
          
         Roger:  Are the people from Garden River from the same band? 
          



         Maude:  Yes, they belong to the same band, the Fox Lake Band. 
          
         Roger:  When the reserves were made, Fox Lake and John D'Or 
         Prairie, were the people from Garden River included? 
          
          
          
         Maude:  Yes, they were included.  They are still included in 
         this band. Some were not written in there.  William Seeseewatum 
         was written into that band recently.  I could never find him on 
         the treaty list. 
          
         Roger:  Did they let the people from Garden River know when 
         they took that land? 
          
         Maude:  No, I do not think so, because some of the people from 
         Garden River do not know which band or reserve they are from. 
          
         Roger:  So, they would be included in the nearby reserves? 
          
         Maude:  Yes, this is what Indian Affairs usually does. They do 
         not notify a person first.  They use their own judgement.  I 
         should know.  I was in their employ for a long time. 
          
         Roger:  Do you remember when Fox Lake and John D'Or were surveyed? 
          
         Maude:  No, I do not remember. 
          
         Roger:  When was the sawmill built in Garden River and how long 
         was it there? 
          
         Maude:  This I do not know. 
          
         Roger:  That should be all then. 
          
         (End of Interview) 
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