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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Interviews with 13 residents of the Chipewyan Lake area of 
         northern Alberta. 
         - Stresses need for establishment of a reserve in this area, 
         and promises made to them about this. 
         - Describe various lifestyles including farming, trapping and 
         fishing.   
         - Show how settlement patterns in remote areas have been 
         influenced by the location of schools and stores. 
          
         My name is Richard Lightning, I'm working for Treaty Research.  
         We are here at Chipewyan Lakes doing interviews with the 
         people.  We are trying to determine the length of time the 
         Indians had lived in the community.  Now I'll be interviewing 
         one of the members from the community, to try and establish 
         exactly when this community began. 
          
         Richard:  Now in this interview, I will ask your name and your 
         age.   
          
         Arnold:  My name is Arnold Orr and I'm close to 60 years old. 
          
         Richard:  Where were you born? 
          
         Arnold:  I was born here at Chipewyan Lake. 
          



         Richard:  Through stories as told by your father or from other 
         people can you tell me about the people here and how long 
         they've been in this community. 
          
         Arnold:  Now I will tell you from the time I remember.  When 
         my father first arrived here, he already had two children.  He 
         built a home there next to where the store is now situated.  
         That is the first spot where he built a home.  The next home he 
         built was further up on the hill.  Those two places I don't 
         recall where my father lived.  When he built another home 
         again, I could then remember that one.  From that time on I can 
         remember these things.  After that he built yet another home.  
         When he built that one I was there to help him build. That is 
         just next to the place where I live today.  The house has now 
         been gone for a long time.  I remember those days and my father 
         had been here every summer. In those days the storekeepers would 
         lock up their stores and leave when their business was 
         complete.  But my father was here all the time.  It was only in 
         early fall that they would return to open the store. 
          
         And as far as I can recall my father never went to Wabasca. 
         Eventually I built my own house.  The welfare worker approached 
         me and two of my children along with some others from here 
         attended school in Wabasca all winter.  During the summer 
         holidays the chief from Wabasca brought the children home.  It 
         wasn't this chief we have today, it was a different one.  He 
         brought them by boat and they came to shore quite a long way 
         from here upstream. The river was too difficult and they had to 
         walk from there and they were very tired.  I took a horse and I 
         went over to the river to meet them. They were tired and many 
         were very young. The trail they followed had dead wood across 
         it which made the going very difficult.  The following winter I 
         didn't let my children go back. The next winter after that I 
          
         moved to Wabasca.  When they were finished in the summer we 
         moved back here again. They attended school here for one year 
         and I moved back here and I've been here ever since. 
          
         Richard:  As a treaty Indian do you remember when the Indian 
         agent first came here to make payments? 
          
         Arnold:  The first time I can barely recall, it was here by the 
         Wabasca river.  There is a road that goes there.  That is where the 
         payments were issued.  The party would come in two boats when 
         they came.  The people would go from here to get their treaty 
         money.  They would go to the river and camp there. Finally the 
         airplane came into use, but that was a long time ago, it is 
         about 20 years ago. 
          
         Richard:  That place you are referring to, is it far from here? 
          
         Arnold:  It would be about 12 miles from here. 
          
         Richard:  To your knowledge through stories and the ones your 
         father told you, the Indians and Metis were here long before 
         the treaty was signed, could you tell me about that? 
          



         Arnold:  Yes, they were here before that time; they had always 
         lived together in the community. I don't remember how long ago 
         that was but my father was here already.  But he told me that he 
         was a young man when he first arrived here. 
          
         Richard:  Did he ever mention where he came from? 
          
         Arnold:  It was in the area of Wabasca.  He lived in that area. 
         He had some land south of there too. 
          
         Richard:  As far as the Indian agent is concerned, you people 
         are registered at Wabasca although many of the treaty Indians 
         never lived there, does that situation create any difficulties 
         for the people here?  People registered there and living here. 
         Do you still receive assistance from the band, in terms of 
         funds being channelled through the band? 
          
         Arnold:  Yes, we belong there but we never see our chief coming 
         to this community.  He has never assisted us in any way, 
         because he never comes here to see us.   
          
         Richard:  There are other treaty Indians here, have they been 
         here for a long period of time also and would they remember how 
         long?   
          
          
         Arnold:  Yes, some of them should remember.  Like the elders we 
         have in the community, there are about 3 of them. They should 
         have a good recollection of how long they have lived here. 
          
         Richard:  If a reserve or land should be allotted, the general 
         consensus is that the treaty and Metis don't want to be set 
         apart, is this correct? 
          
         Arnold:  Yes, this is how we want it.  Everybody wants it this 
         way, that they not be separated. 
          
         Richard:  Since they have lived within the same community, 
         there must be some relatives amongst the treaty and Metis? 
          
         Arnold:  Yes, the people are related.  They have lived here 
         together for a long time. 
          
         Richard:  How about the store that is here now and I understand 
         there were two stores at one time, if you know anything about 
         it can you tell me about it? 
          
         Arnold:  Myself I can remember that two stores existed.  The 
         one that is there now used to be located at a different site.  
         They did have two stores here long ago.  But one of them 
         eventually left.  Another one was built across the lake, but he 
         also left.  Then someone else bought it and now finally it's 
         this man who now runs the store. 
          
         Richard:  Is it owned by the Hudson's Bay Company? 
          
         Arnold:  Years ago they were owned by the H.B.C. but not 



         anymore.   
          
         Richard:  Were the store merchants here for a long time as 
         well?   
          
         Arnold:  They were here for as long as I can remember. 
          
         Richard:  Before the airplane how did they get their supplies 
         in?   
          
         Arnold:  They brought them in with boats. I remember that.  
         They brought their supplies from Wabasca by boat, and 
         the supplies had to be hauled from the river to the store. In 
         winter the sleigh dogs were used, then the horses came into 
         use.  Then the airplane was used. 

only recently that welfare had been given here? 

nold:  Yes, it isn't too long ago that the people started 
 

 paper 

             ********************************* 

e to the hearing of the interviewee it was difficult to use 

terviewee:  Amelia Yellowknee, 80 years old on September 10, 

elia:  I remember as far back when I was 4 years of age.  I 
 

he 

 

          
         Richard:  Is there anything else that you could relate to me?   
          
          
         Arnold:  No, I really don't have anything else to say. The only 
         other thing maybe would be how the elders were treated.  In the 
         summer when they were left here, they were given a four month 
         supply of provisions. A couple would receive 50 lbs. of flour, 
         tobacco, bacon, matches and other things.  This was before the 
         store closed and this only applied to the old people, not the 
         younger people.  It was very difficult in those days, that is 
         many years ago. 
          

chard:  Is it          Ri
          
         Ar
         to get welfare assistance. I was in Wabasca when it started. 
         I spent about 10 years there, while my children attended 
         school.  I received welfare there.  We would get a slip of
         and we took it to the store for exchange of groceries. It is 
         the same here today.  But now we receive cheques. 
          

chard:  Thank you for the information.          Ri
          
           
          
          
         Du
         the proper format on the following: 
          
         In
         1974.   
          
         Am
         have a good memory. It was at the far end off this lake that my
         father had some land.  I remember he used to put in crops 
         there. Then when us girls were growing older to help with t
         cattle we had many of them. We had cattle and horses and five 
         barns.  My dad would put up hay during the summer.  We made a 
         good living. In the fall my father would butcher a cow for 

d          winter supplies. Finally my mother died over there. We staye
         there with our dad and when I was married we moved back here to



         this land. I've been with him for a long time now.  I'm 80 
         years old now.  I've never been sick but I'm just getting old.  
         My legs are giving up on me. I can never complete a day's work 
         now without having a rest.  Me and my husband don't smoke nor 
         drink.  We don't do anything which is evil, like some other 
         people may be doing. 
          
         Where I am living at the present time, I'm glad of that.  I'm 
         never short of anything or I never go hungry. We are well cared 

 so 
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ey 

ies. They 
 

 

aty 

ll interview this man to find out what he remembers or stories 

         for from the store.  I receive a $200 cheque.  I don't waste 
         much because we don't smoke or drink. We just spend on the 
         necessary supplies. But the only thing is that everything is
          
         expensive that we always owe money at the store. The first 
         store was a run down old barn.  It was located near the ones
         have today.  I remember because I used to be there when the 
         storekeeper, he understood Cree, his name was James.  When the 
         people would go out in the winter trapping, he would follow 
         them with his dog team.  He had snowshoes and everything. He 
         followed the people to bring them supplies.  He would trade for 
         furs.  We lived in tipis with furs and bearskins. I remember 
         that and it's a long time ago.  Finally the old man quit and 
         other storekeepers took over. Then the stores were gradually 
         improved. 
          
         My mother told me that people arrived across the lake years 
         ago. They came from that part of the country known as Mackay;
         they were Chipewyan.  There was a family of 2 boys and 2 girls 
         and parents; the old man had a fish net.  When they arrived the 
         lake was practically unknown.  There were only tracks from big 
         game and beaver dams.  After fishing awhile, it appeared to him 
         that the fish was plentiful. He told his son that they should 
         set their nets.  And sure enough they caught many large 
         utikameg (whitefish).  They spent the winter there and th
         built four cabins.  They were Chipewyan, that is why this is 
         known as Chipewyan Lake. That was a long time ago. 
          

 parents would never tell me stories which were l         My
         never drank but they smoked.  I don't really know how long the
         Indian people lived here, because they never talked about it. 
         But as far as I can remember, when I was about 4 years old, 
         there were about 5 old people living in this community.  When
         surveyors first came around, they were starting to survey the 
         lake, as they were surveying all over the place.  It was 3 old 
         people who would not allow the surveyors to survey the lake. 
         One of the old men was named Sam Laboucan, another one was 
         Morris Orr.  My father didn't take treaty money for a long 
         time.  It was only after my mother died that he took the tre
         money.  There were many treaty Indians here, more than 

her's          halfbreeds.  My father's name was Geeloon Gutwin, my mot
         name was Molly Gutwin (name spelling uncertain).  Cree names:  
         father, Muskego. 
          
                       ********************************** 
          
          
         I'



         he may have heard. To find out how and when the Indian people 
         have been in this community. 
          

chard: What is your name?          Ri
          
         Charlie:  Charlie Noskeye. 

chard:  Do you remember where you were born? 

skeye:  I'm not certain but I would think it was directly 

chard:  Were you raised here at Chipewyan Lakes? 

chard:  Do you know where he was born?  Was it here or was it 

skeye:  It had to be here, because I have seen my grandmother 

 

chard:  Are you treaty Indian? 

chard:  Are you registered at Wabasca too? 

skeye:  Yes, that is where our chief is too.  But we never 
 

 
t 

 well long ago? 

skeye:  They were never too many Metis people here, I can 
. 

chard:  That chief in Wabasca, does he ever come here to 

          
         Richard:  How old are you? 
          
          
         Noskeye:  I'm 65 years old. 
          
         Ri
          
         No
         across the lake.  That is where my father had some land. 
          
         Ri
          
         Noskeye:  Yes, I was raised here at Chipewyan Lake.  I've been 
         here as long as I can remember.  But I cannot recall when my 
         mother died.  It was my father who cared for us.  He used to 
         move away to his trapping area in the winter.  He would move 
         back here when he was finished trapping. He spent all his 
         summers here.  
          
         Ri
         somewhere else?   
          
         No
         because she also helped us when we were growing up.  She was my 
         father's mother. It had to be here I don't know of any other 
         place he could have come from.  He never mentioned anything to
         us of where he came from. 
          
         Ri
          

skeye:  Yes, I am treaty.          No
          
         Ri
          
         No
         want to leave this place because this is where we were brought
         up.  This is why we are requesting a reserve in this area. 
         Everything we are promised is always delayed.  The people at
         Wabasca get everything.  For the people who live here we do no
         get anything.  This is another reason why we want a reserve.  
         We don't want to be sent somewhere else. 
          

chard:  Were there Metis people here as         Ri
          
         No
         recall only one old man.  He had a son, the son is here today
         It was only Indians who lived here.  But now the halfbreeds are 
         also here. 
          
         Ri



         attend business matters? 
          
          
         Noskeye:  No, I've never seen him here, he never comes around. 

               **************************** 

ll ask this next person who is going to talk, his name and 

chard:  What is your name? 

orge:  My name is George Beaver.  On July 10, 1974 I was 
is 

w about the store, it was here long ago, but it wasn't such a 

 

e of 

ll.  

 
 

 

 

 

st side of the lake and also directly across the lake.  It is 

         Of course I never go anyplace myself and I would know if he 
         ever came here.  As far as the stores are concerned I don't 
         know how long they've been here. 
          
           
          
          
         I'
         his age and where he was born. Can you now give us this 
         information.  (This man is non-treaty) 
          
         Ri
          
         Ge
         either 85 or 86 years of age.  But I haven't been here in th
         part of the country all the time.  I wasn't born here.  I was 
         born just a few miles from here.  My mother is still alive but 
         she is too old she wouldn't remember.  We spend time at Wabasca 
         and Calling Lake for about 3 years and finally we moved here.  
         I have two brothers.  There was 4 of us when we moved here.  
         And we were here for a long time then. 
          
         No
         big store. They would trade with the Indians and their supplies 
         were brought in with sleigh and dogs.  There were no horses at 
         the time and the supplies came from Wabasca.  They had supplies 
         such as tea and tobacco; we never had too much bread in those 
         days.  I can remember those days quite distinctly. I was about 
         8 years old at the time. That was the first time we had spent 
         some time here (indicating the present village site).  The next
         winter we spent across the lake.  After that we moved back here 
         and that is the time my father built his house here.  I 
         remember that there were people here then.  I remember on
         the storekeepers by the name of John McLeod.  He was the 
         storekeeper till midwinter, then he would return in the fa
         There was a store across the lake too. There were other 
         storekeepers but I don't remember their names.  Then the 
         present store was built.  Later on after several years the
         store closed and the Indians moved away to Wabasca.  Some of
         them stayed and finally I too left for Wabasca because there 
         was no store there.  And I was asked by a policeman why I went
         there and how I travelled to go there. I had to keep my 

years          children and provide food for them. I stayed there for 3 
         but I used to come back here to trap.  Then Mackintosh came 
         here to start a store business.  This is the store that still
         remains here today.  The old man died shortly after.  That's 
         all I know as far as the stores are concerned.  But there were
         people here as long as I can remember.  Even before we moved 
         here, there were people here already. They have homes on the 
          
         we
         here that this man's father (Arnold Orr) built his home.  One 
         storekeeper stayed here in the community after he left the 



         store business.  He was very old when he was taken away from 

e treaty Indians were neglected in this area, they had to go 

here 

 

chard:  Thank you. 

                ************************** 

olated Community of Sandy Lake, July 25, 1974 

eaty research, 

chard:  Now I will ask this gentleman his name and his age. 

phonse:  My name is Alphonse Beaver and I'm 73 years old. 

phonse:  I was born up north in the bush, a place called Gods 

chard:  How many years is it since you've made your home 

phonse:  I've lived here for about 25 years.  I've lived in 

chard:  The information we're after is try to find out how 

p 

         the community. My uncle had some land across the lake also. I 
         remember Arnold's father was a treaty Indian.  That is the 
         information I know and can get related to you. 
          
         Th
         with canoes and horses to receive their treaty money.  They did 
         not leave this community, they were always here. Once the 
         people were told to go to Wabasca as they were registered t
         but they weren't forced to go. That is what I know as far as 
         the community is concerned. There were many trappers here. That 
         is why some treaty Indians went to Wabasca because there was no 
         store here. But for us Metis we had to remain here and trap.  
         There was only a few of us.  The man whose grandfather and 
         father were here is named "Samie."  There was another man by
         the name of Felix Head (surname pronounced in Cree) his house 
         was close to mine.  I was a young man at the time. At first 
         there was no treaty and many of the people were Metis.  Then 
         gradually some of them received treaty money (signing the 
         treaty).  That is all I can relate to you. 
          
         Ri
          
           
          
          
         Is
          

 name is Richard Lightning, I'm working for tr         My
         Indian Association of Alberta. I'm here to interview an elder 
         to try and establish how long Indian people have lived in the 
         community of Sandy Lake. 
          
         Ri
          
         Al
          

chard:  Where were you born?          Ri
          
         Al
         Lake. 
          
         Ri
         here?   
          
         Al
         this area before.   
          
          
         Ri
         long the people of Sandy Lake have lived in that community. 
          

phonse:  As long as I can remember because I was brought u         Al
         in the surrounding areas of this lake.  When I was a child I 
         stayed there at that place.  Before my son was born I was 
         around here, he is now 36 years old.  But I've only made a 
         permanent residence in the last 25 years. 



          
         Richard:  Were there Metis and white people at Sandy Lake also?  
          

phonse:  No, there wasn't any white men.  But they were          Al
         different; they looked after some livestock.  But on the west 
         side of the community there lived my father-in-law his name was 

chard:  Yes, we were informed that there were graves all 

phonse:  Yes, I know of 4 grave sites around the lake.  There 

chard:  There is an old man buried in one of them, did you 

phonse:  Yes, we used to call him uncle, he was my 
ly shot 

there is one old man there 
sed 

e. 

chard:  Where did Chief Bigstone make his home? 

phonse:  He lived here but when he lost his eyesight he moved 

chard:  There are many people at Chipewyan Lakes and Sandy 

phonse:  Yes, there are many.  Once I asked the welfare worker 

chard:  Do you know why treaty Indians would leave the 

Maybe it's because they don't like it here. But I 

         Louie.  He was living here by the lake for a long time.  He was 
         Metis.   
          
         Ri
         around the lake, do you know of any yourself? 
          
         Al
         are many just close by.  There are also some in the direction 
         you have just travelled.  But I know there are 4 areas that 
         have old grave sites. 
          
         Ri
         know him?  
          
         Al
         grandfather's son.  He was with him when he accidental
         himself.  We helped to get him out of the bush. That was about 
         55 years ago.  I was only a young man. 
          
         Richard:  I think there are some treaty Indians living across 
         the lake (Sandy Lake Community). 
          

phonse:  Yes, some live there,          Al
         maybe you didn't see him, he is know as Paul Edge.  His dad u
         to live here.  He was a treaty Indian.  He died with the 

Bigston         epidemic. Four died that time.  That is the time of Chief 
          
         Ri
          
         Al
         to Wabasca, that is where he died.  There had been 2 chiefs 

          since then. The present chief, Sammy Young, would make it the
         third one since Bigstone died. 
          
          
         Ri
         Lake.   
          
         Al
         once how many families were here at Bigstone Band.  That was 
         long ago and there were 80 families then. 
          
         Ri
         Bigstone band to move to Chipewyan Lake where there is no 
         reserve?   
          

phonse:           Al
         can't see why, because it is a nice place here in order to make 
         a living.  The same applies to Sandy Lake.  But I myself like 
         it here. 
          



         Richard:  The people of Sandy Lake have talked about obtaining 

chard:  How do the Indians figure on getting land? 

phonse:  I'm not sure why they would not live on this 
y're on 

chard:  The information we require is when the community was 

phonse:  The school is just recent, only about 13 years.  

                  ********************** 

will now interview this gentleman here at Peerless Lake.  It 

d 

erre:  My name is Pierre Okaymaw and I'm 75 years old. 

chard:  Do you remember where you were born? 

erre:  I don't remember where I was born but it was around 

chard:  Have you heard elders telling stories of the past?  We 

erre:  I remember seeing my grandfather.  Now I'll tell it 

e 

 

         some land. There are Metis, treaty and white people there.  
         Have you heard any of their discussions? 
          
         Alphonse:  I've listened to them.  It's a good idea, but I'm 
         here and the only store around is at Sandy Lake.  The road is 
         very rough and it is very difficult.  Sometimes we have to 
         charter a flight. 
          
         Ri
          
         Al
         reserve.  They must have their own ideas, that is why the
         a Metis settlement. 
          
         Ri
         established at Sandy Lake, do you know anything about that? 
          
         Al
         Some people only started building then. Teron has been there 
         much longer. 
          
         Richard:  Thank you for the information you've given me. 
          
           
          
          
         I 
         is August 6, 1974, we are trying to get information to be able 
         to determine how long these people have lived in this 
         community. Now I'll ask this gentleman his name, age an
         birthplace.   
          
          
         Pi
          
         Ri
          
         Pi
         one of these lakes. (Peerless or Trout) 
          
         Ri
         are attempting to find out how many years the Indians have 
         lived in these communities. 
          
         Pi
         from that period.  That grandfather of mine, he was raised 
         here, so was my dad and I too was born and raised here.  I'v
         always been here. There was one winter I wasn't here. I spent 
         some time in Wabasca; it wasn't for the whole winter.  That is 
         the longest period of time I left this community. In the summer 
         we would move about hunting but in the fall we moved back.  I 

          can remember for many years back, I don't know where I was born
         but it is around one of these lakes.  All my 4 sisters and 1 
         brother are still alive.  The sisters are very old as they are
         older then I am. 
          



         Richard:  Where do they live? 

erre:  Two are living here and one is at Trout Lake, one in 

chard:  Are you a treaty Indian? 

chard:  Did your father ever mention where he came from? 

erre:  He was always here. I said earlier that my grandfather 

chard:  What we're trying to find out is whether the Indians 

erre:  Yes, they were here long before that, long before. I 

chard:  Where did that take place? 

erre:  We had to go to Wabasca, to get our treaty money.  But 

chard:  Was there a Hudson's Bay store here or Trout Lake at 

erre:  Yes, there used to be one.  There was one at Trout 
 

chard:  The Indians hunted for pelts a lot.  Did the Hudson's 

erre:  Yes, they sold many, although the pelts were scarce at 

chard:  Are the people trapping today to make a living? 

erre:  Some people still trap, but only a few during the 

chard:  What was your father's name? 

e. 

chard:  How old was he when he died? 

- 
 

          
         Pi
         Slave Lake and my brother is in Wabasca. 
          
         Ri
          
         Pierre:  Yes. 
          
         Ri
          
         Pi
         was also here.  Then my father and I am now living here.  My 
         father is not alive today. 
          
         Ri
         were here before the treaty was signed? 
          
         Pi
         can recall the first treaty they had here. 
          
         Ri
          
         Pi
         finally the Indian agent used to come here by plane. 
          
          
         Ri
         one time?  
          
         Pi
         Lake first.  The next time it was here at Peerless Lake. Then
         they moved back to Trout Lake.  But it wasn't for long then 
         they quit the business.  That was the Hudson Bay. 
          
         Ri
         Bay buy many from them? 
          
         Pi
         the time. There were enough pelts to help the Indians.  Even 
         the moose was scarce. 
          
         Ri
          
         Pi
         winter.   
          
         Ri
          

erre:  Okaymaw, that was his only nam         Pi
          
         Ri
          
         Pierre:  He was very old.  He must have been 80 years old. 
          

chard:  At the other isolated communities there are grave         Ri
         yards around the lake. Do you know of any here, or do you just



         have one burial ground? 
          
         Pierre:  There are many graves around here. Not necessarily in 

chard:  Could one determine by them how long the Indians have 

erre:  I couldn't give an answer to that. 

chard:  Do the people here have gardens? 

erre:  Not really. 

chard:  Do you know when the missionaries first arrived? 

chard:  The treaty and Metis people have always lived 

n't many Metis people here, but there were 

rom? 

erre:  Mostly from Wabasca. 

chard:  Now how about the land question, how should the 
ood 

erre:  You mean should it be surveyed? 

chard;  Yes, or should they receive a reserve here if they 

erre:  It would be of great help to us if it could happen 
e 

chard:  Is there anything here that could result in money- 

erre:  There isn't much timber, because of forest fires years 

         one place. There is another small lake close by, it has grave 
         sites close to it. 
          
         Ri
         been using them? 
          
         Pi
          
         Ri
          
         Pierre:  No, there is not much concern about gardening. 
         Sometimes there will be an odd family who will try it. 
          
         Richard:  Does anything grow here? 
          
         Pi
          
         Ri
          
         Pierre:  No, I'm not certain when they first came here. 
          
         Ri
         together, has there been ever any differences between the two 
         groups of people? 
          

erre:  There was         Pi
         more treaty Indians here before the Metis. 
          

chard:  Where did the Metis people come f         Ri
          
         Pi
          
         Ri
         people go about obtaining it and how could they put it to g
         use?   
          
         Pi
          
         Ri
         are treaty? 
          
         Pi
         that way right here in this community.  We are in great desir
         of obtaining a reserve. 
          
         Ri
         making, such as timber or economic development? 
          
         Pi
         ago.  I don't know of any other thing which would bring in 
         money.  The only thing I know is there are fish in this lake. 
          

chard:  Would it be any good for cattle raising?          Ri
          



         Pierre:  No, there isn't any hay for feed here.  Long ago I had 

chard;  Do you know any treaty Indians who have been removed 

erre:  It is about 5 years ago. 

chard:  Where did they go previously? 

chard:  Are you a member of the Wabasca band? 

erre:  I don't know, that is what the people are saying, but 

Thank you. 

                  ********************** 

ll interview this gentleman here at Peerless Lake to find out 

chard:  What is your name? 

chard:  How old are you? 

lin:  I'm about 75 years old. 

ace? 

lin:  I was born at Wabasca.  I gave all this information to 

 

         horses, but I had a rough time for hay.  Today it is worse.  
         The beaver has dammed all the hay meadows. 
          
         Richard:  Years ago before the treaties were signed everybody 
         was an Indian. How is it that some are now Metis? 
          
         Pierre:  I'm not sure how it happened. 
          
         Ri
         from treaty pay lists? 
          
          
         Pierre:  Some left on their own.  They received money so the 
         people wanted the money.  
          
         Richard:  Many had their names removed.  And now are 
         questioning it. 
          
         Richard:  How long has the school been here in Peerless? 
          
         Pi
          
         Ri
          
         Pierre:  They went to Wabasca for about 3 or 4 years. 
          
         Ri
          
         Pi
         we don't recall giving our names to anybody. I spent less than 
         one full winter just to be with my children while attending 
         school.   
          

chard:           Ri
          
           
          
         I'
         how long the Indian people have been in this community. 
          
         Ri
          

lin:  Colin Trindle.          Co
          
         Ri
          
         Co
          

chard:  Where was your birthpl         Ri
          
         Co
         the big boss who came here to survey this land. He asked many 
         questions. And I told him I was born at Wabasca.  He said, 
         "That's fine, you can stay here on this reserve I'm about to
         outline."  He told me that it would be a reserve for treaty 
         Indians on which they could make a living and hunt.  He also 



         said that it would be written up that way in Ottawa.  "It will 

sh as long as we didn't waste anything.  His outline of a 

 

d 

me 

w many 

 

and 

 
 

 

s.  

's name from Ottawa? 

lin:  I don't know.  He didn't tell me his name.  The other 

 the Indians made a living here years 

 

chard:  Were there Metis people here too? 

old 

m that this man had much land cultivated with many buildings. 

         not be recorded as an agricultural area.  You people will not 
         need a trapping permit nor a hunting permit. You can kill all 
         the moose you want but don't waste the meat."  That is what he 
         told me. He also told me that we could kill all the ducks and 
          
         fi
         reserve included half of Peerless Lake. The other half would be 
         open to other people for fishing.  There would always be fish for
         us to make a living. In the future, there would be a school 
         built in the community.  The children would attend day school 
         there. So the children could be at home every day.  The school 
         is there now. That area was to be marked off, but somebody in 
         Wabasca looking after our business stopped the whole thing.  
         When he left another man took over and he has asked me what ha
         happened to the metal pegs for marking off the Indian reserve.  
         I didn't know there were any around. But I told him what the 
         other man had promised us.  Since then nothing has been done 
         about it. At a different times a government man from Ottawa ca
         to arrange school lunches for children. He too asked me about 
         the way of life here. I never knew the names of these 
         government people.  I never saw them before.  But I kne
         people around here from a long time ago, they're all buried 
         here.  This included the grandparents; this was their land.  
         Nobody took reserve land at Wabasca, all this written material
         is illegitimate. It looks like the Indians took up reserve land 
         at Wabasca.  But it didn't happen that way.  The man never 
         mentioned Wabasca, to tell me if the Indians from here had l
         at Wabasca.  He also stated that if the reserve he outlined 
         wasn't recognized it would be official in Ottawa.  Because we
         handle all the affairs in Ottawa.  So, all the people here want
         to have a reserve to be allotted to them.  But we never see our 
         chief.  There was a nurse at Wabasca for about 6 years.  She 
         came here every year, she brought a paper from Ottawa, whereby
         they wanted 2 signatures from Chipewyan Lakes and 1 from here. 
         They were to represent their communities, my name was taken 
         from here.  That is why I was a councillor here for many year
         I was relieved of my duties, I don't know why, up to this day I 
         don't know what happened. 
          

chard:  What was the man         Ri
          
         Co
         man who came for lunch program also never gave us his name.  
         That was many years ago. 
          

chard:  Do you know how         Ri
         ago?  Did your dad ever relate these stories to you? 
          

lin:  He came from Wabasca, he is buried there too.         Co
          
         Ri
          
         Colin:  There was only one white man here.  I took the 
         government man while he was outlining the reserve.   I t
          
         hi



         What would become of him? His reply was:  "He'll have to move he 
         has no right to be here. It is government land."  It was him who 
         complained later on.  He was talking with the gentleman who 

          lived here.  Maybe they got together in outlining the reserve
         land. But the line runs into the lake and there is a peg (land 
         description) where he started from. The area is square 
         including half of the surrounding lakes. 
          
         Richard:  What do you know about the Hudson's Bay Store? 

                *************************** 

chard:  How long have you lived here? 

muel:  I've been here about 40 years now.  I never received 

a 

chard:  Did you ever hear the old timers talk about this 

muel:  No, I didn't ever hear anyone.  There was only one old 

chard:  There is another name, Kittoojegun (musical 

muel:  No, he was before my time. I never knew him. 

muel:  Yes, there are other ones too. 

chard: Do you know anything about the H.B.C. store? 

          
         Colin:  They've been here for many years.  We never had stores 
         in the summer.  They all opened in winter. We had to hunt and 
         fish during the summer.  This is what also happened at 
         Chipewyan Lakes. That is why we never had to have permits.  The 
         wardens came here often but never said anything.  As far as I 
         know this was how the people here survived. When I was young 
         at Wabasca, I heard stories of Indians up here. There are many 
         old people buried here. (This gentleman named many people who 
         only had Cree names, too difficult to pronounce and write.  It 
         was much later that baptisms took place according to Mr. Trindle.) 
          
           
          
          
          
         Trout Lake (Interviewee's name is Samuel Sinclair) 
          
         Ri
          
         Sa
         any help.  I managed by myself through trapping.  I even 

for          planted vegetables to get food from.  I was at Horse Lake 
         while, for about 10 years.  There is no one there now, many 
         people died there including children. 
          
         Ri
         community or lake years ago? 
          
         Sa
         man, he is now dead.  His name was Edward Lejan. 
          
         Ri
         instrument in Cree). 
          
         Sa
          

chard:  Are there many old graves around here?          Ri
          
          
         Sa
          
         Ri
          
         Samuel:  Yes, I knew of one at Peerless Lake. 
          

chard:  Were there many pelts years ago?          Ri
          



         Samuel:  There weren't many but you could buy everything for 

muel:  No, I don't.  I was only a kid when the treaty was made, 

 

muel:  No, my dad took scrip. 

chard:  Why was that? 

                 ************************ 

terview at Trout Lake 

 name is Richard Lightning, I'm interviewing this gentleman 

 has 

chard:  I will now ask you your name. 

lian:  Julian Gladue. 

u? 

lian:  I'll be 82 on August 6.  I was born at Sandy Lake, a 

 

mory how long you've been 
       here in this community? 

 

s 

         much less than you can now. The pelts weren't paying much. 
          

chard:  Do you know anything about the treaty?          Ri
          
         Sa
         I didn't know what was going on.  Many people came from the 
         city. They brought many things including horses and cattle.  
         The people who were receiving these things were never told how
         much they were worth. The scrip they gave up was worth much 
         more than they got in return. The people who brought these 
         things out got the best deal. 
          
         Richard:  Are you treaty? 
          
         Sa
          
         Ri
          
         Samuel:  I don't know.  Some took scrip others didn't.  There 
         were many treaty Indians at the Creek (Sucker Creek).  There 
         were about 10 families.  One of the councillors was named 
         Mustus and the chief was Key no say oo. 
          
           
          
          
         In
          
         My
         here at Trout Lake.  The date is August 7, 1974. We are 

have          collecting information to determine how long the Indians 
         lived in this community in terms of years.  This man is an 
         elder from Trout Lake, he will relate to me the knowledge he
         pertaining to the community. 
          
         Ri
          
         Ju
          

chard:  How old are yo         Ri
          
         Ju
         little way from Wabasca. I was baptized at Lac la Biche.  That 
         is a long way. Sandy Lake is about 17 miles from Wabasca.  In 
         the fall they left Sandy Lake by way of Calling Lake at a route
         called Elk River.  I've seen that road, but I never saw Lac la 
         Biche, although I was baptized there. 
          

chard:  Can you recollect in your me         Ri
  
          

ars in the fall since I've been here.           Julian:  It will be 42 ye
         I was raised at Wabasca. I wasn't here all the time.  I returned
         several different times. The first winter I spent at Wabasca 
         River, it is not far from here. I spent several winters by the 
         different lakes around here.  At one place I stayed seven year



         finally made this place my permanent residence.  That will be 
         42 years in the fall that I've been here. 
          

ut is Hee Natch          The one person I can relate information abo
         (Cree Name) he was from the Auger family.  I come from that
         family background myself.  That came from my mother's side. 

 
 My 
n 

though 

 
 

t 

e 

 vividly from that time on.  Before I made my 
rmanent residence here I had travelled here before when I was 

 here? 

 

, Francois, who was here many 
ars ago.  

man's Cree name was Nee-Natch and his son was 
ancis.  I saw Francis when he was around here. He was about 

as 

u ever come across any old graves around this 

         grandfathers' name was Michelle Auger. That is the informatio
         I know of.  It is often said that it was that old man Auger who 
         first discovered this area. I don't know his other name but I 
         know he is an Auger.  He found this lake, he travelled by water 
         to get here.  There weren't any people here then. His 
         description of the area around here was like traces of dogs or 
         horses were noticed along the river here. It looked as 
         it was frequented by someone.  But it was done by the various 
         animals that were here.  The old man also said that there was a
         great abundance of fish in the lake. It is said that he arrived
         in the fall of the year.  He discovered that the lake was 
         shallower at the time.  He found out also that across the lake 
         there were bush buffalo, not the common type of buffalo.  I
         was 2 years after this discovery that he made his home here.  
         He made his home just upstream from here, there are some peopl
         there now. 
          
         I can recall
         pe
         about 18 years old. It was spring that time that my grandfather 
         died.  They took him to Wabasca by horse and wagon to bury him.  
         His son whose name was Solomon brought all his possessions back 
         to Wabasca as well. I came with him.  That is when I first saw 
         this lake.  There weren't too many people here then, just a few 
         families.  They were the Auger's.  They were non-treaty people 
         here then.  Francis, he was a treaty Indian.  He didn't spend 
         much time here, most of his time was spent at Wabasca.  Finally 
         he left Wabasca and came to a place called Horse Lake.  
         Eventually it was here that he died. 
          
         Richard:  Was it he who found the lake
          
         Julian: No, it was his father. 
          
         Richard: Was he named Francois? 
          
         Julian:  Yes, I think it was him.
          
         Richard: There was one by that name
         ye
          
         Julian:  The 
         Fr
         80 years old when he died.  Then gradually more people were 
         coming to this area.  There was a family by the name of 
         Okeymaw.  They were from the other community (Peerless Lake) 

e w         they've been there for a long time. The grandfather's nam
         Ya-Gow-Tun he was around here for a long time.  That was 
         Okaymaw's dad. 
          
         Richard:  Did yo



         lake?   

There were a few over at by the bay, but they are only 
 By this grave site nearby, there are some really old 

tery? 

 here when you were a young 
n, were there any white people here? 

people then.  The first 
ite man that was around here, was a fellow by the name of 

the 
dson's Bay Company? 

e at first, it was located close to 
ere the priest now lives.  Then the French traders set up a 

 place? 

lian:  I don't recall how old I was at the time.  But it was 
tive people who were here at first running the stores.  One 

source of livelihood for people 
re long ago? 

at I saw, it was fishing, hunting and different 
ings. Years ago the people didn't receive welfare.  And 

 younger 
ceived 

was 

 your father was Metis? 

e (the name may have been 
am).  He was from Lac la Biche.  My mother came from Wabasca. 

          
         Julian:  

cent.          re
         ones, some can hardly be recognized. 
          
         Richard:  Is that the present day ceme
          
         Julian:  Yes, that is the one. 
          
         Richard:  When you first arrived
         ma
          
         Julian:  No, there were never any white 
         wh
         Fisher.  He is now living at Slave Lake.  He bought property at 
         Peerless Lake, where he fished and also many other things.  
         Other would come and go, some to spend the winter and trap.  
         But only one made permanent residence at the time. 
          
         Richard:  Do you recall anything about stores, like 
         Hu
          
         Julian:  We had one her
         wh
         store a little ways from here, but no longer exists. 
          
         Richard:  How old were you then when these events took
          
          
         Ju
         na
         store burned to the ground a couple of years ago, the one which 
         was by the priest's house. 
          
         Richard:  What was the main 
         he
          
         Julian:  From wh
         th
         especially for us halfbreeds, there was no assistance 
         whatsoever.  It was just the land that was given them, 
         (scrip).  I was included, there were five of us, my two
         sisters, my mother and my father.  The treaty Indians re
         $5.00 a year and a sack full of provisions which was to last 
         them one year.  These included tobacco and other things 
         including ammunition. That is the assistance the treaties 
         received for one year.  But for us halfbreeds there was 
         nothing.  If there were no pelts from trapping, then there 
         nothing.   
          
         Richard:  So
          
         Julian:  Yes, his name was Adah Gladu
         Ad
          
         Richard:  When scrip was being offered, did the people have a 



         choice of being Metis or treaty Indian?  And what about your 

ey.  
e 

se 

riginal people come from because 
ey've been here for many years? 

 would have come from 
itefish Lake or thereabouts.  Others came from Wabasca.  Many 

 

nting only.  They weren't receiving any assistance from the 

 you know where some of these French names 

eard tell that the Augers' father originally 
seas.  Maybe it's true the grandfather was French, 

e two following interviews were conducted at Peerless Lake as 
qusted by William Beaver, Isolated Community Field Worker.  

 

me? 

n. 

you born here? 

sh Lake, but I've been here now 

         case, or were you already classified as Metis? 
          

 scrip at          Julian:  I can just recall when they were taking
         Wabasca.  It was the Indians who first received treaty mon
         It was only a year later the Metis took scrip. Many of thes
         people here were from Lac la Biche.  The ones who were here 
         before didn't really know what was going on.  You've heard 
         about Big Bear.  He was the one who encouraged some of our 
         parents to leave Lac la Biche to avoid bloodshed.  It is the
         people that are the most recent in this community.  There were 
         others who were here before whom I recall but I don't know how 
         long they've been here. 
          
         Richard:  Where did the o
         th
          
         Julian:  I don't know. I think some
         Wh
         lived around the many lakes around here. There were a few old 
         timers then would tell stories of the hardships they were faced 
         with, they were only a few in number.  And they only made their
          
         living by fishing.  It wasn't everybody who made a living by 
         hu
         government.   
          
         Richard:  Would

iginated?            or
          
         Julian:  I've h

me from over         ca
         not an Indian.  He took his wife from Wabasca.  (Unable to 
         continue interview due to power source and noise in building.) 
          
                         ****************************** 
          
          
         Th
         re
         It was felt that these two people were opposed to the request 
         of obtaining reserve land.  I'm talking with this gentleman who
         lives in Peerless Lake. 
          
         Richard:  What is your na
          
         Inter:  My name is Jim Labouca
          
         Richard:  What is your age? 
          
         Jim:  I'm 47. 
          
         Richard:  Were 
          
         Jim:  No, I was born at Whitefi

r 22 years.          fo
          



         Richard:  Do you still receive your treaty money at Whitefish? 

 

nd out what the people think about the land or a reserve as I 

 that the people here wanted to 

chard:  Yesterday, one elder told me that land was surveyed 
re years ago, do you know anything about this? 

e promised. We 
ink someone messed up that business transaction.  That is 

and live at 
m to travel this 

e, 

o Wabasca? 

st. Indian agent here. His name was Basler.  That was back in 
 

ot 
nt to separate but that is the only way the treaty Indians 

 

          
         Jim:  Yes, but it's a long time since I've lived in the reserve.
          
         Richard:  I spoke to some people here yesterday, to try and 
         fi
         understand some would like to have a reserve here.  What is 
         your viewpoint on the matter? 
          
         Jim:  It's been a long time ago
         have a reserve. But nobody was working on it. The rumor we 
         heard was that the people were promised already and that is why 
         we want to act on it to find out for sure if we are in fact 
         going to get land. 
          
          
         Ri
         he
          
         Jim:  I don't know if it was surveyed but they wer
         th
         what we would like to find out, who and when someone messed 
         around with that deal.  It appears it was one of the Social 
         Assistance workers in the 50s; it was during that time. 
          
         Richard:  You feel they are responsible for it? 
          
         Julian:  Yes, they wanted people from here to go 

basca. It was too far and inconvenient for the         Wa
         long distance.  It was easier for them to take people from her
         place them at Wabasca, and attend to them there.  That is how 
         they were trying to convince the people. But it didn't work that 
         way. All the people who left here to go to Wabasca all came 
         back.  The same thing happened at Chipewyan Lakes, they all 
         returned there as they were born and raised there. 
          
         Richard:  Was that the agent's idea, to bring them t
          
         Julian:  I don't know.  Maybe it wasn't him but there was an 
         As
         1952 or 1953.  I was here already and he asked the people here
         several times to see if they would go to Wabasca.  I know he 
         was trying to get the people to go.  He must be the one 

          responsible for the people here not having a reserve by now.  
          
         Richard:  In these isolated communities, the general consensus 

 that the Metis and treaty Indians should not be separated.          is
         How do you feel about this idea? 
          

long the same terms, we do n         Julian:  I'm not sure.  We think a
         wa
         will be assisted.  We never see any type of assistance here, 
         we're always told that we're not in a reserve therefore we 
         never get any assistance.  It wasn't our idea that the people 
         wanted reserve land at Wabasca, it was here that they wanted
         it.  It was here they requested it and it was here they were 
         promised it.  



          
         Richard:  Did you ever hear of stories from the older people of 

w long the people have lived around these lakes, this is what 

his country existed.  
 people were to observe they'll always find that lakes always 

 time.   

 I've seen them myself, some even have large trees 

ed 

here any conflict between 
e treaty Indians and the Metis by living in the same 

he relationship betwen the two is good, but it is 
r that reason the treaty Indians will not receive help until 

 

 families are at the moment being 
sued with stoves.  Do the treaty Indian get them as well? 

ing 
oked after except with relief (food) for those who are unable 

e, are you 
l? 

s at 
 

nd? 

ven't collected mine in about 4 years.  I think I would get 

 thought of moving back there to live?   

         ho
         type of information we are looking for. 
          
         Julian:  They must have been here since t
         If
         had an Indian settlement. If you travel all over the country, 
          
         if there was a lake with fish, you would find an Indian 
         settlement. The Indians here have been around for a long
          
         Richard:  Have you ever heard stories from people talking of 
         old graves? 
          
         Julian:  Yes,
         growing over them.  So that must be over 100 years since 
         they've been there. So it seems that people have been around 
         here for a long time. Like this fellow here, you interview
         his dad yesterday.  His father was raised here, and maybe his 
         grandfather too, for all we know. 
          
         Richard:  At the present time, is t
         th
         community?   
          
         Julian:  No, t
         fo
         they have a reserve. That is what the government always talks 
         about.  And that is the position they will always take.  And 
         the way the white men are moving around here with surveying and
         other things, we are not able, we should try some other 
         arrangement.  The people here felt that action should be taken 
         soon regarding that matter. 
          
         Richard:  I believe the Metis
         is
          
         Julian:  No, they do not.  The treaty Indians here are not be
         lo
         to help themselves.  But that is as far as it goes. 
          
         Richard:  You say that Utikameg was your original hom

one here or are there any others from there as wel         al
          
         Julian:  There is only my younger brother Albert he live

out Lake.  But he hasn't been here as long as I have.         Tr
          
         Richard:  Do you ever receive any assistance from that ba
          
         Julian:  No, we never do.  Just the annual $5.00 we get but I 
         ha
         it if I requested it. 
          
         Richard:  Have you ever
          
         Julian:  If the people here were to get reserve land, I'd 



         remain here. Because I like it here now, if I didn't I would 

 well. Are you living 
re at Peerless Lake here too? And also you can tell me your 

  Alphonse Okeymow. 

s old soon. 

I have been here ever since. 

formation.  Have you heard other stories from elders, 

I know the Indians have been here 
r a long time.  My grandfather was raised here too but beyond 

ied here somewhere? 

 the other man, 
garding the matter of obtaining land and also some say it had 

 I 
ve thought about it for a long time now. And since the people 

 
y of economic development? 

serve. But at the moment there is nothing at all.  It is not 

to good use. 

         have been gone elsewhere long ago. 
          

e.          Richard:  Thank you for talking to m
          
         I will also be talking to another man as
         he
         name?   
          
         Alphonse:
          
         Richard:  How old are you? 
          
         Alphonse:  I will be 39 year
          
         Richard:  Were you born here? 
          
         Alphonse:  I was born here and 
          
         Richard:  I think I interviewed your dad yesterday for 
         in
         regarding this community? 
          
         Alphonse:  Not really, but 
         fo
         that I don't know much about it. 
          
         Richard:  Was your grandfather bur
          
         Alphonse:  Yes, his grave is here close by. 
          
         Richard:  I'll ask the same question as I did
         re
         already been surveyed.  Can you give us your opinion on it? 
          
         Alphonse:  That too is my desire, for the people to get land.
         ha
         are saying they should get land, I think more work should be 
         put into it.  But we don't really have anyone here who could 
         work on it.  We didn't even know that you people existed and 
         also be able to give us a hand in the matter.  As far as I'm 
         concerned this is our priority. To be able to get some land.  
         That is the only way I can see that we would be assisted from 
         government.  It is also the federal government who should see 
         that the treaty Indians be allotted land. 
          

 be anything in the         Richard:  Within this area here would there
         wa
          

 be if the Indians had their own          Alphonse:  I think there would
         re
         even possible to have a road built for them at the moment. 
          
         Richard:  How about timber, is there any around here? 
          
         Alphonse:  Yes, there is timber here that could be put 
          



         Richard:  Are you a treaty Indian? 
          
         Alphonse:  Yes, I am. 
          
         Richard:  If the people were to get a reserve and Indian 

fairs told them that Metis and treaty couldn't live together, 

y other reserve has 
at policy.  That Metis people shouldn't live on a reserve.  

on't 

eople think that way, but it wouldn't 
op me, because I too have relatives who left treaty and are 

t along together 

  That I don't know but as long as I know there hasn't 

 

bout education, are there any problems there? 

w. 

udents and parents?   

ople 
t along well. 

scuss the land question? 

uld be difficult to get land. But there was never any effort 
 if 

 

         Af
         what would happen or how do you see it? 
          
         Alphonse:  It might work out because ever
         th
         There wouldn't be any problem, it would probably work out. 
          
         Richard:  You people are different, you have lived together 
         like this for years. But from what I understand the people d
         want to be separated. 
          
         Alphonse:  Maybe some p
         st
         now Metis through marriage.  Now I wouldn't mind if they were 
         close by but not necessary on the reserve. 
          
         Richard:  Do the Metis and treaty Indians ge
         well?   
          
         Alphonse:
         been any conflict amongst the people.  The only thing is that 
         without a reserve we are not able to get assistance.  That is 
         the only place where the trouble arises.  For example the Metis
         receive plenty of assistance.  We supported them a lot while 
         they were trying to get these things.  And we were also 
         promised that we would get help.  But we never do get any 
         assistance.   
          
         Richard:  How a
          
         Alphonse:  No, there are no problems otherwise as far as I kno
          
         Richard:  How about the teachers do they get along well with 
         st
          

oblem here.  The teachers and the pe         Alphonse:  There is no pr
         ge
          

vernment officials arrive here do they also          Richard:  When go
         di
          

ed about it.  But they said it          Alphonse:  Yes, they've talk
         wo
         to help us get land.  That is the way I saw it.  It seems as
         the people were being discouraged to try and get land.  That is 
         how I see it.  But I think it's a waste of time if the people 
         don't work on it.  They had already been promised.  The reason 
         nobody worked on it was because the people didn't know how to 
         go about it.  Besides there was no one around to do it.  Nobody 
         knew what happened earlier and what is happening today. That is
         why the people were taken advantage of, they didn't know any 
         better. They were not able to speak for themselves so their 



         land was taken away from them.  They were not even notified.  
         It was much later that they wanted people to go to Wabasca.  
         There wasn't even a school there.  Also there was none at Trout 

f 

t is 

member at Wabasca also? 

here. But 
entually I was notified.  That is what makes it difficult for 

 

y 

w did the people know where to get treaty money, if 
 know where they belonged. 

ere. This has been going 
t come here and pay it. 

of 
e isolated communities, that they try and get land in these 

er people think 
 have been here for 

r 

**** 

am here at Loon Lake to interview this gentleman, his name is 
bert Laboucane.  I'll ask him a few questions regarding the 

? 

         Lake.  Even my younger brothers, they had to go to Wabasca to 
         attend school.  It was difficult for the people to move back 
         and forth to attend school.  Finally, they said, "Move to 
         Wabasca there is the school there."  That is the reason some o
         the people moved there.  Now since the school was built here 
         all the people moved back here again.  It wasn't their idea to 
         move there. They were only following their children.  That is 
         what I know about that. I didn't even know that they were 
         promised land at Wabasca.  Now it is for that reason we are 
         happy somebody will assist us.  You people can help us, tha
         my only wish today. I guess there would be many other things 
         that we should be helped with but this is the main one.  To 
         receive some land. 
          
         Richard:  Are you a 
          
         Alphonse:  Yes, I didn't even know I belong t
         ev
         the old people.  They never knew they were registered at
         Wabasca.  I don't know who's dealings they were. But that is 
         another thing that you can help us with also. What actuall
         took place when the people were taken from one place to 
         another.   
          
         Richard:  Ho

ey didn't         th
          
         Alphonse:  The treaty has been issued h

 for a long time now. They would jus         on
         At the beginning of treaty some people from here did travel to 
         Wabasca to get their money.  But not all of them did that. 
          
         Richard:  This is the general opinion of the treaty Indians 
         th
         areas.  Is that what you are also thinking? 
          
         Alphonse:  Yes, that is what I think, the oth

e same way especially the older people who         th
         a long time. It would be most difficult for them to leave thei
         homes.  They couldn't just pack up and leave.  They are more 
         hopeful that a reserve could be set aside for them. 
          
         Richard:  Thank you for talking to me. 
          
                           **********************
          
          
         I 
         Al
         community at Loon Lake. 
          
         Richard:  How old are you
          
         Inter:  I'm 87. 



          
         Richard:  Where were you born? 

 Lake. 

ing his home within 
e community). 

have any knowledge of Indians or Metis being 
ound this community? 

 here I couldn't figure out a way of 
king a good living here. There was no fish or moose.  And 

e 

een here that long? 

ife.  I'm living here 
w but I also spend time at Cadotte Lake.  As far as receiving 

.   

bert:  Yes, he paid me a visit about 4 months ago. That is 
en he promised me a heater.  I still haven't got it. 

 does 
at work?   

ng will ever get started here on account of the 
aders, they fight amongst themselves too much.  They are 

, 
.  

d 

uld be done about the land situation? 

          
         Albert:  I was born at Whitefish
          
         Richard:  How long have you been here? 
          
         Albert:  I've been here 5 years (indicat
         th
          
         Richard:  Do you 
         ar
          
         Albert:  Since I arrived
         ma
         myself I've been here close to 80 years.  There were old peopl
         here already, like Peter Latandre, Adolf Latandre, Sam Baptiste 
         Latandre.  These are the forefathers of the present day 
         Latandres.  They have been here for many years.  For me it's 
         almost 80 years. 
          
         Richard:  You've b
          
         Albert:  Yes, it's here that I met my w
         no
         assistance from welfare I don't get any. They promised me a 
         heater 4 months ago, I haven't seen it yet. Even the old people 
         have homes built for them but I've never seen that for me yet
          
         Ricahrd:  Does the welfare worker not visit you? 
          
          
         Al
         wh
          
         Richard:  How about this land you're sitting on now, how
         th
          
         Albert:  Nothi
         le
         doing it for their own gain; the rest of the people are 
         ignored.  That is what I'm telling you this.  For an example
         last October the old people were being provided with wood
         They brought me a load, but it was all green wood.  I would 
         have frozen if I didn't buy good wood for myself.  My wife an
         I shared the expense. The house I had prior to this one was 
         much better.  This home which was built for me is not much of a 
         house.   
          

Do your leaders ever discuss land or something that          Richard:  
         co
          

thing will ever get          Albert:  They have had discussions but no
         going here.  Our leaders are no good.  They only work for 
         themselves.  They have no consideration for the old people. 
          
         Richard:  Is there any work here for the young people? 



          
         Albert:  Yes, there is work and some of them work all t
          

chard:  How would you feel about someone if they made

he time. 

 an 

chard:  Or is there some way they could go about it? 

g of it 

sing? 

ers who receive the help.  They live 
       across the river from here.  For us on this side of the river 

Noskeye and Paul Latandre. 

on? 

e? 

But the leaders are 
ways complaining about school.  They accepted it. 

chard:  Are there treaty Indians here too? 

 

sed? 

one looking after them? 

 But this road you see here, that is how 

         Ri
         effort to try and obtain some land? 
          
         Albert:  I wouldn't mind. 
          
         Ri
          
         Albert:  This house is nothing, we paid for the buildin
         ourselves.   
          
         Richard:  Speaking of houses, are you not getting any help in 
         the way of hou
          
         Albert:  No.  Some old people get assistance, but it is the 
         relatives of the lead
  
         we get nothing. 
          
         Richard:  What are the names of these leaders? 
          
         Albert:  William 
          
         Richard:  How about the children and the educati
          
         Albert:  Yes, they all go to school. 
          
         Richard:  How long is it since the school started her
          
         Albert:  It is about seven years now. 
          
         Richard:  How is the student-teacher relationship? 
          
         Albert:  As far as I know it is good.  
         al
          
         Ri
          
         Albert:  Not many, there is only a few. 
          
         Richard:  Where did they originally come from?
          
         Albert:  They belong at Whitefish Lake. 
          
         Richard:  This land you are living on, is it lea
          
         Albert:  Yes, I think it is leased. 
          
         Richard:  Do you know for how long? 
          
         Albert:  No, I don't. 
          
         Richard:  How about the roads is some
          
         Albert:  Yes, they do. 



         it always is. (very rough) 

chard:  Do you have anything else you want to say? 

*************** 

oon Lake.  I will 
 out how long the 

ople have lived here. 

e. 

rbert:  I'm 75 years old. 

chard:  Were you born within this area? 

re and I'm still here today. 

here make a living years ago? 

d.  They would move about 
the people made a living as far 

was never any.  There were only small 
  The people had to travel to Trout Lake for 

son's Bay 
d the other was run by Frenchmen.  That is where all the old 

He 

ake.  But he has been around 
ised us children here. 

chard:  Are there any brothers and sisters left? 

the 
ly man left who is alive.  I'm the oldest living member in 

h.  Sometimes there is little work available.  

          
         Ri
          
                            *********
          
          
         This gentleman I'm talking to is also from L
         ask him questions about the community to find
         pe
          
         Richard:  What is your name? 
          
         Norbert:  Norbert Latandr
          
         Richard:  How old are you? 
          
          
         No
          
         Ri
          
         Norbert:  I was born right he
          
         Richard:  Are you a treaty? 
          
         Norbert:  No, I'm a halfbreed. 
          
         Richard:  How did the people 
          
         Norbert:  They hunted and trappe

ring the winter. That is how          du
         as I can remember. 
          
         Richard:  Was there ever a Hudson's Bay store here? 
          
         Norbert:  No, there 

ores we had here.         st
         provisions.  They had two stores there, one was a Hud
         an
         people had to go for supplies.  My father was one of them. 
         is buried here across the river. 
          
         Richard:  Where was he born and raised? 
          
         Norbert:  He was raised at Trout L

is country all the time.  He ra         th
          
         Ri
          
         Norbert:  My sisters are left, but not my brothers.  I'm 
         on
         this community. 
          
         Richard:  Is there any employment around here? 
          
         Norbert:  Not muc



         My family goes out to work, I have boys.  Sometimes they work 

rbert:  I would be very pleased if some land could be 
 

ke a living on.  They should be given 
nd to make their living. I'm very old but I have many 

 

 the 

re some treaty Indians here, have they been 
time? 

rbert:  No, they haven't been here too long.  They are here 

cluding children. 
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         around here, but not for long. 
          
         Richard:  What do you think of this land tenure business, how 
         should it be handled? 
          
         No
         allotted. I have many grandchildren.  I would be happy if there
         was land for them to ma
         la
         grandchildren and also children.  I think about them every day. 
          
         How could they make their living in the future if they are 
         still living. That is my desire for my children to own land, so 
         they can provide for my grandchildren. 
          
         Richard:  Is the educational system working well at the present 
         time?   
          
         Norbert:  Yes, it is working well right now.  Many of my 
         grandchildren are currently in school. 
          
         Richard:  Are you receiving assistance through welfare in
         way of housing? 
          
         Norbert:  Yes, we receive assistance. 
          
         Richard:  There a

re for a long          he
          
         No
         just recently.  Us halfbreeds have been here for many years. 
         There are many of us in
          
          
         (End of Interviews)     
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