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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - The interviewee is one of many people who lost their treaty 
         status in 1942/43, and is not sure why. 
          
         Ernest:  I'm going to ask you to tell us your story, first of 
         all, what is your name? 
          
         Felix:  Felix Houle. 
          
         Ernest:  How old are you? 
          
         Felix:  Sixty-five or a little more. 
          
         Ernest:  Where were you born? 
          
         Felix:  Where was I born?  Wabasca. 
          
         Ernest:  Have you stayed here long? 
          
         Felix:  Here in Calling Lake?  It must be about seventeen years 
         now that I've been here.  
          
         Ernest:  Where did you come from?  Before you came to live here? 
          
         Felix:  Wabasca, I've always stayed in Wabasca before, no other 
         place.   
          
         Ernest:  Where did your parents used to live? 
          



         Felix:  At Wabasca, both of them had died over there. 
          
         Ernest:  When treaty was first signed, did your parents live then? 
          
         Felix:  Yes, my father had been paid. He was paid before. 
          
         Erenst:  What is your father's name? 
          
         Felix:  Daniel Houle. 
          
         Ernest:  Where was he paid? 
          
         Felix:  It must've been in Wabasca, I can't really remember 
         clearly.  I guess I was born there, but it was at Wabasca where 
         treaty payments were made.  It was at that time too then people 
         took scrip, and he was treaty. 
          
         Ernest:  Are you a treaty now? 
          
         Felix:  No, I was thrown out. 
          
         Ernest:  When, do you remember? 
          
          
         Felix:  I think it was in 1943 that I was thrown out. 
          
         Ernest:  Do you know why? 
          
         Felix:  We didn't know anything.  As far as I can remember, when 
         I was small, I've always been treaty.  Then all of a sudden 
         when one of my sons who was small then, never got paid, one of 
         my daughters got paid.  It was 1943 when we were thrown out. 
          
         Ernest:  Were you registered at Wabasca? 
          
         Felix:  What?  
          
         Ernest:  You were registered at Wabasca? 
          
         Felix:  Yes, we were registered at Wabasca, I remember that. 
          
         Ernest:  You've always lived over there? 
          
         Felix:  Always, no other place, always at Wabasca.  I grew up 
         at the Mission over there, and when they let me go, I went out 
         to work.  I don't remember when my mother died. So when I was of 
         age, I was put at the Mission. 
          
         Ernest:  Yes, and what was your grandfather's name? 
          
         Felix:  My grandfather? 
          
         Ernest:  Yes. 
          
         Felix:  Charles Houle.  He was called Carl. 
          
         Ernest:  And your grandmother? 



          
         Felix:  Frances. 
          
         Ernest:  Did they also grow up at Wabasca? 
          
         Felix:  No, my grandmother came from Lac la Biche. 
          
         Ernest:  What is her name? 
          
         Felix:  Frances. 
          
         Ernest:  Could you tell us your story when you were thrown out 
         of membership?  When was that? 
          
         Felix:  It was summer that treaty day in 1943 when we were 
         thrown out.   
          
         Ernest:  Do you remember the name of the Indian agent? 
          
         Felix:  Clark or L'aurd was his name, I can't remember his 
         other name. They called him Mr. Clark or L'asurd. 
          
         Ernest:  And your father, his name was Daniel?  Was he always a 
         treaty?   
          
         Felix:  Yes, his name was Daniel.  He was always been a treaty 
         as far as I used to hear, and ever since I was born I've been 
         treaty.  Then in 1943 we were thrown out, my wife and one child.  
         Only one was treaty. 
          
         His wife:  Not me, I was treaty. 
          
         Felix:  That's right.  You were treaty but Marcel was thrown 
         out too. 
          
         Ernest:  You all had the same treaty number.  What about Mary 
         Powder, was she treaty? 
          
         Felix:  I just don't remember anything. 
          
         Ernest:  Did they get married after? 
          
         Felix:  No, never, I was small when she died. I don't remember.  
         And then he married another woman, her name was Annie. 
          
         Ernest:  Yes, she was the second one. 
          
         Felix:  Yes, he married next.  They separated eventually.  And 
         now he's staying with Mary Cardinal.  She was the last one he 
         stayed with. They had a few children. One was Sam Baptiste, and 
         one more woman is still alive from that family.  She was Mary's 
         child.  She's somewhere in Edmonton.  Her name is Eva Houle.  
         And there's still another one.  That one was Felix, Felix 
         Desjarlais. He must be around Lac la Biche.  He was Mary's son.  
          
         Ernest:  What year did you say when you were no longer treaty? 
          



         Felix:  In 1943, how old would that be?  We'll have to count it. 
          
         His Wife:  You were 26 years old when we got married. 
          
         Felix:  How many years after was that? 
          
         His Wife:  I think it was three years. 
          
         Felix:  What year was it when we got married? 
          
         His wife:  1940. 
          
         Felix:  Three years, so I was 29 years old.  We got married in 
         1940? 
          
         His Wife:  Yes. 
          
         Felix:  I was 26 years old then.  So I guess I was 29 when I 
         got thrown out of treaty. 
          
         Ernest:  Do you remember anything else you can tell us? 
          
         Felix:  I don't think so.  I can't remember anything more, only 
         that time when I was thrown out of treaty. I stayed from place 
         to place, I was asked to leave the reserve. I was given a 
         house; they bought everything for me, even horses.  They all 
         went since I was asked to leave the reserve. Even her (his 
         wife), she was still a treaty.  She wasn't thrown out.  That's 
         when I moved here to Calling Lake.  How many years now since I 
         moved - 16 or 17 years. 
          
         His Wife:  In 1965. 
          
         Felix:  Fifteen years.  I've been here ever since. Anyway they 
         had thrown me out.  I had nothing to stick around for in the 
         reserve.   
          
         Ernest:  What about your father.  Did they stop his treaty 
         membership too? 
          
         Felix:  Yes, he was thrown out the same time as me. We both got 
         thrown out.  Our children and everybody.  He had no choice when 
         he was told he had to pay back the money he had been given; he 
         already spent half of it.  He gave some cows to the priest to 
         make up for the money he had used up.  He was given that when 
         since he had been a treaty, so was I.  We all gave up our money 
         to the Indian agent.  So we were thrown out plus we were told to 
         get out of the reserve.  So I ended up with nothing.  Had a house, 
         garden and the horses and tools they bought for me were taken 
         away from me.  We never knew why we were thrown out. 
          
         Ernest:  Is there anything else you remember that you can tell 
         us?   
          
         Felix:  I don't know what else I can say. 
          
         Ernest:  Do you remember the names of your grandfathers? 



          
          
         Felix:  I have never seen one grandfather, but my mother's 
         father I remember, he remembers my other grandfather. 
          
         Ernest:  What was his name? 
          
         Felix:  I'm not quite sure.  His Cree name was Hary, I wonder 
         if his really name was Eric.  His last name was Powder.  That 
         was my mother's father.  And this one I used to hear him called 
         Houle.  They called him Sal, but, on paper, Charles was 
         written.  I don't remember, I haven't seen that grandfather.  
         His nickname was White man's skin. 
          
         Ernest;  Is he the one they call John Baptiste Houle? 
          
         Felix:  I don't know that, unless it's Da-qua-na.  He was 
         Mary's son.  Marie, Eva and Felix, they're all Mary's children 
         from before.  Sam Baptiste, Felix, but he used Desjarlais, but 
         these two used Houle.  Eva is still alive, she lives some place 
         in Edmonton, but Sam Baptiste had died in Slave Lake long ago.  
         He had some children. 
          
         Ernest:  Well, I don't have anything more I can ask you, unless 
         you've got something you remember. 
          
         Felix:  What? 
          
         Ernest:  I don't have anything else I can ask you. 
          
         Felix:  I don't remember anything more I can tell you. 
          
         (End of Interview)     
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