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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
 
         - General account of her life 
 
          
         Brenda:   March 14, 1984, I'm doing an interview with Rose 
         Fleury.  Rose, can you tell me about the times when you were a 
         young girl, the changes that you have seen from the time you 
         were a little girl until today?  Like economic changes or 
         social changes.  What else?  Just changes that you have seen 
         yourself, from when you were a little girl. 
          
         Rose:     Well, when I was very young I left my mother and dad, 
         because my mother was only 12 years old when she had me.  And I 
         guess being so young and everything, she could never look after 
         me, so I stayed with my grandma and grandpa. 
          
         Brenda:   And your mom stayed with her parents? 
          
         Rose:     No, she stayed with my dad.  And I always stayed with 



         Grandma.  And then when my brother George was born, well, 
         Grandma took him over too, and same with my other sister Doris.  
         And we always stayed with Grandma and wherever they went, like 
         me and George and Doris went too.  (phone rings)  We stayed 
         with Grandma, eh, and then when it was time for us to go to 
         school, I went to the convent.  And then afterwards, well, 
         Grandpa was working all the time, out, and same with Grandma.  
         She was a mid-wife, so wherever they needed help with somebody 
         sick she used to go and stay with them.  And then when Robert, 
         my brother George Robert, he was big enough to go to school, 
         then he stayed in the convent also.  And then on, it went on 
         like that till my sister was... then he was the one that used 
         to go and kill the wild meat for the minks and that.  Then they 
         fed the minks, then they killed them and sent the pelts to 
         Winnipeg to get the coats from. 
          
         Brenda:   And you saw all this as a young girl? 
          
         Rose:     Yeah.  
          
         Brenda:   How old were you? 
          
         Rose:     Well, that must have been when I was about 8 years 
         old, I guess, 8, 9 years old. 
          
         Brenda:   What was the name of the convent that you went to? 
          
         Rose:     Presentation of Mary.  
          
         Brenda:   And that's not standing no more.  
          
         Rose:     No, it's a while now, since '67, when they undone it. 
          
         Brenda:   They tore it down or it burnt down? 
          
         Rose:     No, they tore it down because the Sisters wouldn't be 
         there any more.  Because when the school unit took over they 
         didn't want the Sisters. 
          
         Brenda:   How many schools were here in Duck Lake when you were 
         young?  
          
         Rose:     St. Michael's, Stoburt, and Anglican Church, the 
         Anglican school, Victoria School they called it.  It's the 
         present house for the museum now.   
          
         Brenda:   And that's all the schools that were here? 
          
         Rose:     Yeah.  And, you see, there was the first convent to 
         say there was, it was in St. Laurent, but that was before my 
         time.  Now last year it was 100 years ago, that was the first 
         convent that was in Saskatchewan.  Then they went to Prince 
         Albert, the Presentation of Mary, and Qu'Appelle, and the 
         school in Swift Current, and Medicine Hat from there, the same 
         Sisters. 
          
         Brenda:   They travelled to all these other...  Did they open 



         convents in all these other places too? 
          
         Rose:     Yeah.  And, you know, most of the time when we were 
         at home, well, Grandma always baked homemade stuff and 
         everything like that.  And I learned how to cook and everything 
         like that.  I was not one that would stay idle.  And same with 
         knitting, crocheting, everything, I learned it from my 
         grandmother.  And when I went to school, well, when you were 15 
         that was it.  You never went back to school, you know, because 
         it was time for you to go out and work, because your mother and 
         father, or grandparents, they didn't have the money to put you 
         through college or anything like that. 
          
         Brenda:   So it was more less the time to get married for young 
         girls after they were through school. 
          
         Rose:     Yeah.  So I, but I didn't want to get married, I 
         never had the idea of getting married right away.  I guess the 
         understanding was, I don't know... I seen my mother being a 
         mother, being so young, I guess it put that in my head that I 
         wasn't going to take the route.  So I went out and worked for 
         three years right after I went away.  And after that when I 
         come back, well, then I got married.   
          
         Brenda:   And you got married in... 
          
         Rose:     1946, and we stayed on the farm them.  We had cows 
         and cattle, and... 
          
         Brenda:   You husband had a farm? 
          
         Rose:     Yeah. 
          
         Brenda:   Did he have his own land? 
          
         Rose:     That was his grandfather's land.  And then it went to 
         his father and it should have been his and his brothers, but 
         his brother was one that always liked booze and Ernest didn't.  
         So he never got along anyway, because, you know, he'd come back 
         and raise heck and everything, and Ernest would end up doing 
         all the work and then not getting any credit for it.  So one 
         day he told me, he says -- and we had lost a little girl in 
         December.  She... she died of double pneumonia, and I told him, 
         I said, "The cause of this, it was because of a drunk."  They 
         had thrown us out and the kid, we had to take the kid out in 
         the cold, eh.  So then she caught cold -- she was really fat 
         and she didn't have the strength to fight it -- so we lost the 
         little girl.  And I told him then that I wouldn't stay there 
         unles if we stayed alone someplace, or in another house on the 
         same land.  But like he said,  "If that's the way it's going to 
         be," he said, "we're going to move out."  And that was it. 
          
         Brenda:   Did your husband's grandfather, that was your 
         grandfather's land that you were farming, your husband was 
         farming? 
          
         Rose:     Yes.  



          
         Brenda:   That land, did his grandfather buy that land, or was 
         it given to him by... 
          
         Rose:     It was a homestead. 
          
         Brenda:   Oh, that's how he got the land was through 
         homesteading. 
          
         Rose:     Yeah. 
          
         Brenda:   And is that land still with your family, or... 
          
         Rose:     No, well we left there, when I told my brother-in-law 
         we'd have nothing to do with it, we even offered him if we'd 
         stay there we'd pay half like usual.  All the time that we were 
         there we paid half the taxes.  But then he didn't want that, he 
         wanted the land all to himself.  So we never did pay the other 
         half and then he lost the land to taxes.   
          
         Brenda:   So now your family, your husband's family didn't have 
         any land? 
          
         Rose:     No. 
          
         Brenda:   Did your family on your side have any land? 
          
         Rose:     No.  No, we're the only ones that we owned our own 
         land and our lots here and our own house.  See all the rest of 
         my sisters and brothers, or his sisters and brothers they 
         haven't got a, you know, a home of their own -- they're renting 
         all the time.  And there's only one of my sisters that they 
         have land of their own and a farm.  But us, I always took, 
         like, when we moved into Duck Lake I said, "I'll work and I'll 
         buy lots," and then I did.  And then I bought this house for 
         $300, and he said, "Well," he said, "we have to move it."  
         "Well," I says, "you'll have to pay for the moving because," I 
         said, "I can't afford it."  You know, the wages were not much 
         then.  So he paid for the moving and I bought the house and 
         then after, we added on after that.  It was just a two-room 
         house at the time, but now it's as big as 36 X 36, and we have 
         a four bedrooms, a big dining room, and then a living room.    
         But them days we didn't have the water in yet so we had to haul 
         water from the well -- we had a well.  But now since six years 
         we have, you know, everything modern. 
          
         Brenda:   Before that how did you heat your house? 
          
         Rose:     Just oil and wood. 
          
         Brenda:   And did all the other families too, did they all, was 
         it all pretty well the same? 
          
         Rose:     Yeah, pretty well all the same.  It's when the, well, 
         when they started changing to oil heat then everybody was 
         buying oil heaters and changing to oil heat.  Because then, 
         like we had, then there was a bylaw that came in that we 



         couldn't keep livestock in the town, eh, so we had to get rid 
         of our livestock.  We had two teams of horses.  And he used to 
         go and work out and buy hay for the horses, but then when that 
         bylaw came along then we had to get rid of our horses. 
          
         Brenda:   So you had to sell them?  
          
         Rose:     Yeah.  But then we always made out, we always made a 
         good living, mind you. 
          
         Brenda:   Do you miss that, not having your... 
          
         Rose:     A lot.  You know, if I would have known what I know 
         today and had the education I have today, I would have been 
         still on that land.  But I guess, you know, you get pushed 
         around so much you don't, you just don't feel like fighting any 
         more.  You just, you know... 
          
         Brenda:   So it was more or less the local authorities like, 
         the town.  When Duck Lake became a town they started passing 
         these bylaws.  And from there you felt that you were... if you 
         had known more then, then things would have been different for 
         you today. 
          
         Rose:     Oh different, yes. 
          
         Brenda:   You'd still have your land, and your horses, and... 
          
         Rose:     Well, I guess you learn the hard way to fight back.  
         You know, you take so much and then you just turn the other 
         way.  
          
         Brenda:   Were there a lot of houses here when you first came? 
          
         Rose:     Well, when I bought these lots here we were the only 
         ones on this corner, oh, for abour four blocks, I guess.  
         Because I took the outside lots and I thought, oh well, it will 
         be a long time before we get grown in.  Mind you, see, we first 
         built in here in 1950 and that's... 
          
         Brenda:   You've been here since 1950 at this same lot? 
          
         Rose:     Yeah.  I bought the lots in '49 in the fall and we 
         come in here in 1950, the first of March, the first of March.  
         And we lived in a tent on these two lots for the first summer 
         till we built the house.  You know, a little shack like, till 
         we bought this house, pulled it onto the land and then after 
         there, well...  
          
         Brenda:   How many lots did you buy? 
          
         Rose:     Two.  In them days they were $8 a lot.  And now the 
         next door neighbor that bought the two adjoining lots, he paid 
         $1,000 a lot.  And that's in thirty years difference, so you 
         know that's an awful lot of difference.  And, you know, and the 
         economy changed.  It was so, I don't know, we always lived off 
         the land.  Like my husband liked hunting, liked fishing and all 



         that stuff, and we worked hard.  Mind you he used to go and cut 
         cord wood and everything.  Even after my first one was born we 
         were -- like she was born in August.  We went in the bush in 
         October and we didn't come out till April, and we stayed in a 
         tent all winter.  And, you know, today a woman has a baby and, 
         you know, just...  So I don't know, and they think they have...  
         Everything is so modern, they don't have to wash diapers, 
         nothing, you know.  And like, you know, if I had my six kids 
         today and have that I'd be thinking that I'm in seventh heaven, 
         you know, because you didn't have to haul water or anything, 
         wash diapers, or...  
          
         Brenda:   Times have really changed in the last 50 years. 
          
         Rose:     And you know them days you bought a bag of flour for 
         $2.50 and that was 100 pounds.  And, you know, you bought 
         your...  what we used to buy is just the staple foods like 
         coffee, tea, sugar, and flour, and corn.  Lots of times we'd 
         buy the corn, dried corn and peas, but most of the time we 
         always had a good garden eh.  
          
         Brenda:   You always had your own garden, did you? 
          
         Rose:     Yeah, and I always canned, I always dried stuff and 
         put it away.  You know, that way you save a lot.  And even 
         today -- like last year, I done all my canning, freezing and 
         everything.  But Grandmother was that way, we always learned to 
         save for the winter, like, you know.  What you didn't buy, well 
         you had it in the cellar, and if you ran short you always had 
         something to eat.  You know, it doesn't matter how... you know, 
         if the economy was down, well, maybe he didn't have work or 
         something like that, we never went hungry anyway.  There was 
         always something. 
          
         Brenda:   You husband was a good provider? 
          
         Rose:     Oh, he was always was.  He wasn't one never to sit 
         around.  Mind you, we didn't have very much.  Like when he 
         first started working out I think he was getting $7.50 a week, 
         and at that time we had two kids already.  And mind you, we 
         lived pretty good and, you know, I worked myself then at the 
         time, you know, at the restaurant.  Well, like whatever the day 
         was left, like the potatoes that was left from that day, we 
         couldn't give it to the public next day so I'd take it home -- 
         I always had that privilege, you know.  And I always had a 
         sewing machine.  When I got married Grandmother gave me a 
         sewing machine. And I learned how to sew when I was 8 years 
         old, you know, because the first thing she told me one time -- 
         I don't know what she was going or doing something, and I had 
         asked her to sew something and she says, "Well, the machine is 
         there and you know what to do.  You just get that sewing 
         machine and do it."  You know, and this, and the same thing 
         with knitting, she just give you needles and wool and she told 
         you how many stiches you had to put on there and make your 
         mitts, you know.  And that's how I learned everything I do.  I 
         crochet, I knit, I sew, and I make flowers, I decorate cakes, 
         there is nothing I haven't tried.  You know, it's... if you 



         want to do something bad enough, I guess you just learn how to 
         do it, and that's the way I am.   
          
         Brenda:   And that's how your whole life, all your life you... 
          
         Rose:     Yeah, I never did like to depend on somebody to come 
         and do something for me.  I always thought, well, if I can't do 
         it I'll do without, you know.  And this is the way we always 
         lived, like my husband and myself.  Like we have six children, 
         they're all married, have homes of their own.  Oh, they come to 
         us for help once in a while but we sure, you know, we give them 
         their help if we have it.  But then again if they... like we 
         just tell the whole works, you know.  When they were small I 
         just told them, "You learn how to do things."  And there's 
         never one that they'll say that I'm not, I'm not going to do 
         it.  And all my children, they're three boys and three girls, 
         and this is one thing I can say, as I am... now they're old and 
         married and have kids of their own, that there's not one that 
         will talk back to us if we have a discussion.  There's never 
         one to quarrel with my husband, never.  Oh there's, you know, 
         this little bit disruptions once in a while but, you know, not 
         to be fist to fist, or something like that.  When we wanted to 
         discuss something we'd get up in the morning and we'd discuss 
         it over breakfast, before we had breakfast we'd say, "Well, we 
         want to do this.  Okay, are you in favor or how we going to do 
         it?"  And we'd thrash it out then, even if the kids didn't know 
         what we were talking about, and we figured what we wanted to do 
         and that was it, you know.  And when I wanted something he 
         said, "Well, we'll see," and I knew we'd have to talk about it.  
         And it's the same thing for him.  And to really say that he was 
         one, you know, to go against my will for anything, he never was 
         one.  He always seen my way and I always seen his way.  But one 
         thing though, he never lifted his hands for the kids, but when 
         he did I'm telling you they knew what was coming because... 
          
         Brenda:   It was for a reason. 
          
         Rose:     Yeah, he loves kids.  I guess this is why he's been 
         so long at the school.  He's been there 24 years now on the 1st 
         of March.  And he's well liked by all the kids, they all call 
         him Papa, which is like their own grandfather.  And we have, 
         like, six of our own, and I kept my sisters' six kids, seven 
         from Cecile, three from two other sisters, like two from Doreen 
         and one from Doris.  And we kept them kids and we had 16 kids 
         in our house at one time.   
          
         Brenda:   Boy, you had a big heart. 
          

se:     Well, like I said, I never wanted the welfare to look          Ro
         after them.  I always thought, well, I'm not going to lose them 
         kids, you know, to be scattered all over the place and not know 
         where they come from, where they're going to go or anything 

          like that.  And he's always one that never wanted the kids to
         be scattered anyway, you know, he's that way.  Even... there's 
         two my daughters, they had illegitimate kids, but like he said, 
         "They didn't ask, them kids, to be put there."  He says, "You 
         look after them.  You're the one that made the mistake," he 



         says.  "You live by it."  And he says, "You look after them 
         kids.  If you don't want to, you leave them here."  This has 
         always been the way with them.  And he says, "If you don't look 

enda:   When you were going to school how were your memories 

se:     Well, not too much because...  Well again, I always 
 

enda:   Okay, the first three years you were at a convent? 

se:     Yes, at the Presentation of Mary Convent. 

se:     I was little bit past 6, and I went there till 9 

enda:   And that's when you went to that Presentation... 

enda:   That was while you were staying at your grandma's? 

se:     Yeah. 

en from there, these schools that you were at, 

se:     No.  We had a lot of kids, there was Indian kids  
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         after them I'll go and pick them up."  And, you know, because 
         he doesn't like the kids to be...  He spoils them in a way, but 
         you know, he treats them right too.  And he likes them to know 
         what's right from wrong like, you know.   
          
         Br
         of school?  Did you have fun at school? 
          
         Ro
         stayed in the convent the first part of the early school years,
         that's the first three years. 
          
         Br
          
         Ro
          
         Brenda:   And how old were you when you went there? 
          
         Ro
         years old.  Then after I stayed at Grandmother's to, Great- 
         grandmother's to go to school.  See my grandmother they were 
         out on a ranch. 
          
         Br
          

se:     Of Mary Convent.          Ro
          
         Br
          
         Ro
          

enda:   And th         Br
         were you ever shown any discrimination.  Like the nuns, were 
         they discriminating towards you?  
          
         Ro
         from Ile a la Crosse, Beauval, all them places before the 

k         Indian school, eh.  And they never, because they always too
         pity on them kids, which lots of time I think they were maybe 
         more preferred than the other ones, than the French and English
         kids.  Because I guess they made them more privileged because 
         they didn't have a regular home, which the other ones... They 
         stayed in the convent, but they always had to go home to go to 
         when the...  You know, they had these conventions there, then 
         we'd go home for a few days, eh.  But them, they didn't so they
         had to stay there and stay put, you know.  They didn't have 
         school bus so they had no place to go home to.  And I always 
         thought that, you know, they were real good to the kids the 
         time that I was there anyway.   
          
         Brenda:   Do you have fond memories of the nuns? 
          

se:     Oh, I always did, and I always treasure         Ro
         because I think I learned a lot of things.  I learned to share,



         and I learned to think for myself like, you know.  There was 
         one sister that always said, "Well, when you get up in the 
         morning think of what you're going to do today, if it's going 
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enda:   Were you allowed to speak Cree at the school? 

se:     Anything, we spoke French, we spoke Cree, we spoke 

enda:   And you were never told not to speak your own 

se:     No. 

that was a good school you went to. 

se:     No, that's one thing.  As far as I can remember they 
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         to be a good day, but always think that it's going to be a good
         day, because," she says, "you're the one who makes it bad if 
         it's going to be a bad day."  And I always think that even, yo
         know...  My grandmother was kind of a medicine woman, Indian 
         medicine, and she always taught me that, and which I regret to 
         this day now that I should have maybe listened more and to see 
         what kind of medicine she used.  You know, I'd see it but, you 
         know, I was, maybe...  I was sorry now that I didn't even pay 
         as much attention I should have, you know, to see what kind 
         they were and what for, you know, and things like that.  
         Because when you're young you don't think of them things till 
         it's too late and it's gone.  And, you know, which maybe now 
         today...  And I see from the changes from my time, I didn't, 
         you know, like to be sitting by Grandma all the time.  But then 
         them days when you were told something you were told to listen 
         and not talk or interrupt or anything like that.  But now today 
         the kids...  I don't know, the generation gap they call it.  
         But it's not as it used to be.  
          
         Brenda:   The teachers at the school, were the teachers nice to 
         the students?  
          
         Rose:     Oh, very much so.  Well, there was some that they got 
         their thrashing, mind you, but they had it coming, to my 
         knowledge anyway.  Because some of the, you know, they'd t
         the girls and stuff, like pull their pigtails -- and that was 
         the fashion then, to have pigtails.  Pull them, put them in an 
         inkwell and whatever, or tie them up in knots or stuff like 
         that.  Well of course they'd get, you know.  
          
         Br
          
         Ro
         English.  
          
         Br
         language?  
          
         Ro
          

enda:   Oh,          Br
          
         Ro
         never, even lots of times one of the sisters would say, well, 
         "How do you say this?" because some of the kids were Cree and 
         she'd want to tell them something and she didn't know how.  And
         I'd tell her and I'd write it down, because I write French, 
         Cree and English.  And I used to write it down for her.  But 
         don't know them little signs there.  I can read it, you know, 
         if I take my time and read the signs, but I write it now, you 
         know, it's just the written words.  But them days they have 
         them little triangles and all that stuff.  But I've learned 
         some of them, but I wish I would have took more time to reall
         study them.  You know, I have to take my time to sort them out 



         when I'm reading, you know, to see what they're saying.  
         Brenda:   Was this taught at the school? 
          

se:     No, not the syllabics.  But the         Ro , you know, the Cree 

enda:   What did you enjoy about school, what did you like 

se:     Well, really enjoying to get educated, I guess, 
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         kids it wasn't...  The Cree wasn't taught at school either, but 
         then we were given hymn books that was written in Cree.   And 
         then I started learning from there, just by pronouncing the 
         words, you know, and stuff like that, and that's how I learned. 
          
         Br
         about school? 
          
         Ro
         because I was really one to, I was always a book kid, you know. 
         Anything I could my hands on I was always reading, and it 
         wasn't a recipe book it was something else, you know.  I wa
         always reading, I really enjoy reading.  And you know what I 
         like is the history, the past history, you know.  
          
         Brenda:   I see some art there.  You're an artist also, you do 
         some drawing, painting? 
          
         Rose:     Oh, I do drawing, and I'm an architect by trade.  I 
         do plans for one of the log industries in Prince Albert, I do 
         floor plans for log cabins, log cottages and everything.  Years
         ago when I was taking my upgrading...  Well first of all, when 
         I had got so sick, then my husband said, "Well, you can't do 
         that much work," he says, "you learn to do something else."  S
         I thought... well, that's when the Metis Society first had, 
         they sponsored students to go back to school to take their...
         And I had just passed my grade 10.  But then grade 10 at that 
         time would have been just like a grade 8 now, because it wasn't
         that high in academic standings.  Because, you know, from that   
         gap, 1942 I guess, 1941, that I quit school and then I went 
         back in '67.  You know, there's an awful lot of, there's 40 
         years of education down the drain that I, you know, that's...
         you have to learn in such a short time.  So I told him, I says,
         "Keep it."  I says, "The kids are all in school."  "Well," he 
         says, "that's when you should go."  He says, "The kids are all 
         in school.  You can leave here in the morning and you go back, 
         and you're back here before they're, you know, they're just out 
         of school.  They can start supper," he says.  "They're big 
         enough."  So I said, "Okay."   So I phoned in Prince Albert 
         they said, "Sure.  If the Metis Society is going to sponsor 
         you, we'll take you."  So, okay.  I went to school for every 
         day for three years.  You know, leave from here in the morning
         -- I had a car so we left here in the morning -- and there was 
         four of us here from Duck Lake that went, three men and me.  
         And we take car pools, like, one would take his car today, the
         other tomorrow, and we all went together like that 'till I 
         graduated there.  We had our graduation.  Then I went into 
         nursing school, and that's when I thought to myself, "Well, 
         you're going to do something with yourself."  And then I had 
         got sick, I had got cancer right after.  But I didn't know that 
         was my first sickness, first time when I had got sick, but when 
         I went to the university then they found out it was that all 
         over again, you know, that was starting over again.  



          
         Brenda:   And this was after you graduated with your grade 12? 
          

se:     Yeah.  So that was a year and a half that I couldn't          Ro
         do nothing again.  So then I says, well, if I'm going to lay on 
         my back, do something, you know.  You get fed up with 
         crocheting and knitting, there's so much of that you can do 
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enda:   Where did you have cancer? 

se:     In my womb.  And then the doctor said, "Well, 
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enda:   And after your womb was taken out? 
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 to school for 

   Through correspondence, done my studies through 
you 

         that you, you know...  And I was taking cobalt treatment -- 
         this is why my hair is so white -- and I had taken cobalt 
         treatment and you can take just so many cobalt treatments a
         one time.  
          
         Br
          
         Ro
         everything's got to be taken out." 
          
          
         (E
          
         (S
          
          
         Br
          
         Rose:     See, we had to come back here to the priest, eh.  
         They had to sign, like, a form, because them days it was 
         against your Catholic religion to stop the reproduction cy
         This is what it was called.  And so we come back and then we 
         went back over there and I stayed, like I went in in May and I
         didn't come out till August.  That's how long I stayed there.  
         I had my operation and then my husband said, "Well," he says, 
         "if you're not going to do some knitting or something," he 
         says, "you can't do much more."  Because I was all cut up, y
         know, and it was just like a checker board on my stomach.  Them 
         days you had to have so much of a big operation them days, you 
         know.  Today it's just a little slit and it doesn't take so 

ch         much.  But I guess the knowledge of the doctors was not as mu
         as there is today.  But then...  And one of the construction 
         guys he was working with at the time, he had told him, he says
         "He needs some blue prints," he says.  "You're always drawing 
         something," he says.  "You're always doing something," he says.
         "Can you come up with a house plan?"  He said, "It's for a 

, I          cabin and he wants to make it out of logs."  And I asked him
         says, "What size of logs has he got?"  So he told me what size, 
         and then he turned around and he says, "Now it's got to be 26 X 
         24."  And I got to work on that, and I got all the plans done 
         and everything and that's where I started.  And then he says,  
         "You write to the ICS, or to Drafting."  I took courses there, 
         correpondence, and that's how I started planning my...  and now 
         I sell my plans to that Pine Grove Industries.  
          

enda:   That is really something.  So you went         Br
         this?  
          

se:           Ro
         there.  And, you know, they send you a bunch of papers and 



         draw and you send it away, then they give you a marking on 
         that, and they send you some more.  And it cost me $168, but 
         then the Metis Society told me that they would sponsor.  So 
         they had paid that again, you know, through the Metis Society, 

enda:   And did you take this training through, after you 

se:     During. 

enda:   Oh, it's when you were laying on your back.  You had 

se:     Well, he didn't want me to be doing nothing at the 
r 

 
 So 

 

to 

e 

e 

).  

ou 

   We done all that and all the ladies that was in here all 

 

t 

         which is a lot of things, you know. 
          
         Br
         were sick?  
          
         Ro
          
         Br
         to do something else besides crochet and knit, so you... 
          
         Ro
         time.  Okay, we had the handicraft program.  The following yea
         we had an educational program, like upgrading.  Then the 
         following year we had cabinet making, to make cabinets and
         different -- how to make window frames and stuff like that. 
         that way they could repair their homes.  That was the program 
         to learn how to use tools and that. 
          
         Brenda:   So that they could more or less make their own 
         cabinets, their cupboards and things like that? 
          
         Rose:     Yeah.  And then after that, when the last year I was 
         in, well, we had a great big sewing program.  It was a handi- 
         craft, ceramics, sewing, and beading.  It was an altogether 
         program.  And we had a great big sale and display.  And then 
         Regina, at Regina (inaudible) they took pictures of that.  And
         it was a very extensive program.  Well we had it for six 

e,          months, but then we had an awful lot of stuff that was don
         which the people that sewed and everything, they learned so 
         much that they could sew their own clothes.  They don't have 
         go to the store to buy something, they just go pick up a piece 
         of cloth and they, you know, make whatever.  They learned how 
         to do the stretch and sew.  There's three -- the basic, the 

k         stretch and sew, and the lingerie part and the denim part, li
         the jeans and all that stuff.  There was five basic sewing 
         things.  And the same with the ceramics.  It started with th
         basic thing and it went on to even draping, they called it, 
         sculptured draping.  But you draped a whole (inaudible) for 
         Christmas and it's all made out of bread dough and (inaudible
         And oh, different things like that.  That was really, you 
         know.., because it's something that you don't know about, y
         have to learn it to do it, and you got to see it done.   
          
           
         want to make their own money as their own expense money like, 
         you know. You hate that when your husband is working you're...,
         just like your money is placed for this and that, then you got 
         no money for you, really, yourself alone, eh.  This way, well, 
         if they make something, they can go and sell that and rebuy 
         more supplies for what they wanted to spend their time with.  
         This way it's not taking the money out of your husband's 
         salary.  This is what we were thinking about, the ladies, 
         because you know, in a small community it's not like a grea



         big city.  There's always something to do, something to get 
         into.  You can get another job but in a small city you can't.  
         This town is small and there is just so many that can work and  
         that's it.  And the rest, they have to sit down and twiddle 
         their thumbs.  And they can't get into anything. 
          
         Brenda:   After you were president of the Metis Local what did 

se:     I was working for the NRIM for the Metis Society, the 

enda:   Is this is Saskatoon? 

s 

I 
 

 

 worked real good, but then again I got sick.  So then they 

 
 

 

         you do?  
          
         Ro
         provision board.  And then we had organized that whole office 
         in Prince Albert, and we had workers in there.  We had a NRIM 
         housing and educational worker, community development worker, 
         and we had these court workers.  Then we all organized that 
         whole office space there about the (inaudible).  It's still 
         there. 
          
         Br
          
         Rose:     In Prince Albert.  And from there, each worker worked 
         out of there, and they had their reports, which I think it was 
         a good place to get all together.  If you wanted advice you 
         didn't have to run to the next office to go, you know, back and 
         forth -- they were all together.  And we had... one thing they 
         didn't have in a program is... when we first got in there they 
         didn't have in-meetings.  And when I got in there and I said to 
         (name), the coordinator, I says, "For us to have a feasible 
         office," I says, "we have to have in-meetings to know which 
         one, where he's going, what he has to do this week, where he'
         going to be.  That way," I says, "when one phones, there's the 
         secretary, but sometimes she's out doing something else.  Then 
         we know where everybody is.  That way there'll be no running 
         around, you know. When there's a phone call for so-and-so, 
         well, you know just where he is."  So this is quite...  And 
         think they adopted it in all the offices now, in the provincial
         offices, which is kind of a...  Because you know how hard it is 
         when you phone some place, you know, "Oh, I don't know where he  
         is, we'll try and locate him."  You know, this is, they just 
         give you the run around and you can't, you know, you got to 
         keep phoning.  This way, if you know, you just tell them when
         they'll be back, and then you just leave the message and then 
         when he comes back he'll give you a call back.  This is some- 
         thing that... it's quite an extensive program.   
          
         We
         said, "Okay, you're sick off and on, so we'll just give you 

          another job."  Just counselling from class to class like, you
         know, from all the programs and different locals that go 
         (inaudible).  I'd have my own hours like.  If I felt good,
         well, I went in the morning.  If I felt bad in the morning I
         went the afternoons and stuff like that.  I worked like that 
         for almost six months and then I told Les I just couldn't keep
         up.  I had had a slight heart attack at that time.  So I just 
         laid low for a while, I didn't do too much then.  That's from 
         '75 to '80 I didn't do too much.  I worked at the Science 

wn          Centre there for a while, but there it was pretty well my o
         hours.  They were doing community development workers to 



         reeducate the handi- capped.  This is what they had there.  

I 

enda:   How did you do it? 

se:     Will power, I guess.   

se:     I heard that if you were Catholic you had to, like my 

u 
, 

enda:   The church was influential, eh.  Did you ever take an 

se:     Quite a bit.  I listened to all the speeches, and all 

 And 

Where is this mail from, is it from... 

se:     Right from the House of Commons in Regina.   

enda:   So you're well informed on what's happening? 

enda:   Was there ever a party that spoke best for Metis 

        
se:     I think the best party around here -- I was involved 

         And, you know, the drug abusers, the alcohol abusers and all 
         that.  We  rehabilitate 

busers, the alcohol abusers and all          And, you know, the drug a
         that.  We rehabilitate them to do something for their own good 
         like, that they'd have something to do when they go home so 
         they wouldn't go back to drugs or whatever.  And that's what 
         done for almost, I'd say, three years.  Then they wanted a new 
         worker to open up a workshop in Rosthern, which I did in '81 
         and '82.  And I had an operation on January 30, and I was at 
         work on February 15.  
          
         Br
          
         Ro
          
         Brenda:   Was the church, did the church in any way involve or 
         influence your vote?  Like was they any kind of an influence on 
         Metis people in Duck Lake, to influence people to vote for the 
         Liberals?  
          
         Ro
         grandma, I  used to hear these things.  She used to say, 
         "You're a Catholic and you got to go and vote Liberal," yo
         know, things like that.  But then when it came my day to vote
         well, it wasn't like that any more.  You just put the vote 
         wherever you wanted.  But I guess in them days it was very 
         influential.  
          
         Br
         active role in politics, besides Metis politics? 
          
         Ro
         the budget reports and everything.  Being secretary for every- 
         thing else, I guess I got most of the mail that was going 
         through, the budget, everything, I used to get everything. 
         I still do in fact.  You know, when they have a budget change I 
         get the whole budget change in the mail, and I go through it 
         and see.  
          

enda:            Br
          
         Ro
          
         Br
          

se:     I get oodles of mail all the time.            Ro
          
         Br
         people?  
          
  
         Ro
         with it -- well mind you, I get involved in discussion when 
         they start bickering about the Metis.  I just get in there and 

s          just get all riled up.  (laughs)  But that was the NDP, that'
         the only one, I says, that ever, you know, really worked with 



         the Metis.  They didn't care what problems you had, they tried 
         their darndest to help them, you know.  And if you had, you 
         know, something you wanted real bad and you didn't get no 
         answer, or you didn't get your allotment or whatever you 
         wanted, they got to work on it till they got it. 
          
         Brenda:   So the NDP was of more help? 
          
         Rose:     Well, rightfully so, because it seems to me you 

lked to a Liberal guy or something, it seems to me, "Sure, 
r 
 

t that impression that they weren't sincere 
ke the NDP? 

he NDP was a different thing.   

 at all by the 
ople, like when you were going to school, or even after?  

e you were the same as everybody 

e done, I've never, to me 
ng to me about what I was, 

tis?  

 
th, like the Mayor, I worked hand in hand with him.  Most of 

around 
siting and try to influence your family?  And just things 

 
 

 priest, like he would take a hind quarter of meat from the 

re anyway.  And I've known everybody.  
less they done it without me knowing it, but I know mostly 

         ta
         I'll do it," but then that's the last of it.  "If you vote fo
         me I'll do something,"  But you know they didn't rightly fully
         say it but...  
          
         Brenda:   You go
         li
          
         Rose:     No, t
          
         Brenda:   Were you ever shown any discrimination
         pe
          
         Rose:     No, not really.  
          
         Brenda:   Would it be becaus
         that was in the community with you?  
          
         Rose:     Well I think in anything I'v

rsonally no, nobody has said anythi         pe
         or what I was working for or anything like that.  
          

se you were          Brenda:   People didn't come down hard on you becau
         Me
          

 No.  Especially in this community.  I've worked a lot         Rose:    
         wi
         them, there was only one preceding this one, and I always got 
         along with him.  Any programs that he wanted he always, you 
         know... and all the counsellors were good.  And now presently 
         I'm working with the RM and there's no problems.  
          
         Brenda:   When you were younger did the priests go 
         vi
         like if you were poor, did they come around with food?  The
         priest didn't do nothing?  There were some people talking and
           
         some of them were saying that there were some poor people and 
         the
         people.  And then these people would have to, after the priest 
         took this food, then these people he took the food from would 
         have to go out and poach again.  Did you ever hear of things 
         like that happening?  
          
         Rose:     Not around he
         Un
         everybody because I've been around all my life.   
          



          
         (END OF SIDE B) 
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