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n March 15, students will begin registering for the

more than 200 courses offered during Summer

University 2007, which runs from May through

August.

Summer University began in 2004 as a way of expanding

the University of Regina's course offerings. It is administered

and marketed by the Credit Studies Division of the U of R's

Centre for Continuing Education.

The idea was so well received

that the program tripled in size

in 2005, and has thrived ever

since.“Consultation with the

academic and student

communities – finding out what

works and what doesn't - are

important reasons for its

success,” says Program

Coordinator Janelle Bennett.

“We factor feedback from

O

Janelle  Bennett

students into our planning,” she says.“Every year, the head of

the Credit Studies Division and I meet with departments and

faculties in the U of R to discuss how Summer University can

meet the needs of traditional and non-traditional students, to

look at special course opportunities, and get feedback on how

we might improve the program. It's also a wonderful

opportunity to meet with others on campus,” Bennett adds.

For traditional students, Summer University is an

opportunity to accelerate their program, and perhaps even

graduate sooner.This edition of Summer University will

include more evening courses, Bennett says, something both

undergraduates and working people seeking to upgrade their

qualifications have been asking for.

“When I get email from students telling me how Summer

University helped them with their course load or their career,

that makes all the consulting and planning worthwhile,” says

Bennett.

Visit Summer University:

http://www.uregina.ca/cce/creditstudies/summer/index.shtml

Broadcaster Bob McDonald to Speak
at Graduate Student Conference

Journalist and broadcaster Bob McDonald will deliver the
keynote speech April 14 at a research conference organized
by the U of R Graduate Students Association (URGSA).
McDonald is the host of CBC Radio's Quirks and Quarks,
which has a weekly audience of more than half a million
listeners. He will speak on "Miracles of Mad Science." 
This second annual conference - held on campus April 13 and
14 – provides opportunities for graduate and undergraduate
students to showcase the quality and range of research they
are conducting.

This year's edition will feature 64 oral and 23 poster
presentations, which are geared to a general audience.
“Everyone can come out and learn about the fantastic work
being done by our students,” says Shawna Giessler, a member
of the URGSA executive and lead organizer for the
conference.Taking what was learned from the first event, this
edition has expanded to include exhibits and demonstrations,
a reception, a luncheon, and a wind-up dinner.

“We've arranged for high school and undergraduate students
to be our special visitors, and we're hosting a luncheon for
them.” Geissler explains.“We want them to see the exciting
research taking place here in Regina, to participate in the
sessions and ask questions.”

Dongyan Blachford, the Associate Dean with the Faculty of
Graduate Studies and Research, agrees.“I think it will also be a
source of inspiration for the high school students,” she says.
Nick Carleton and Michelle Makelki are co-presidents with
the URGSA, which represents more than 1,300 graduate
students at the U of R, and are volunteer organizers for the
event. Carleton was a presenter at last year's conference.As
far as he knows, this is the only open-forum academic
conference in western Canada that is both “peer-reviewed and
student-friendly.” 

Makelki helped organize the first conference, which she says

laid a strong foundation for the future.“We had the idea to
host a luncheon for high school students and the Gala dinner
last year, but in the very short time we had, they remained as
ideas. It took a tremendous effort by Shawna Geissler to
make them a reality.”

Even as they put the final planning touches on the 2007
conference, Geissler and the other organizers are hatching
ambitious plans for the future: to include graduate and
advanced undergrads from other provinces, and to make this
the major student research conference across the western
provinces.“We want to make this the model for other
universities to follow,” says Geissler.

For more information: http://www.uregina.ca/gradconference/

Dongyan Blachford (left), Faculty of Graduate Studies and

Research (FGSR) associate dean; Rod Kelln, FGSR dean; Shawna

Geissler, Graduate Students’ Association (GSA) vice-president 

academic; and Michelle Makelki and Nick Carleton, GSA 

co-presidents, gear up for the second annual GSA conference.

CAMPUS CALENDAR
TThhuurrssddaayy,,  MMaarrcchh  1155  ––  NNoooonn
Seniors’ Education Centre forum

“A Safe and Prosperous Future: 100 Years of Engineering”

Rm. 106, Gallery Bldg., College Ave. Campus     Cost: $5           Info:

585-5816

TThhuurrssddaayy,,  MMaarrcchh  1155  ––  55::1155  pp..mm..
Geology seminar

“Ancient pancontinental river systems revealed by detrital 

zircon geochronology of Proterozoic cratonic sheet sandstones”

Speaker: Robert Rainbird  

Rm. 115, College West Info: 585-4147

TThhuurrssddaayy,,  MMaarrcchh  1155  ––  77::3300  pp..mm..
Coffee House Controversies

“What’s the use of art?”

Speaker: Kathleen Wall

Chapters, Southland Mall Info: 585-4226

TThhuurrssddaayy,,  MMaarrcchh  1155  ––  88  pp..mm..

U of R Alumni Association Comedy Night

Comedian:Andrew Carr

Casino Regina Show Lounge      Tickets: 565-3000    Info: 585-5863

FFrriiddaayy,,  MMaarrcchh  1166  ––  11  pp..mm..

Saskatchewan Institute of Public Policy seminar

“The Theory and Practice of Principled Negotiations”

Facilitators: Silas E. Halyk, Marj Benson & Ian Peach

SIPP Window Room, Gallery Bldg. Must register Info: 585-5863

FFrriiddaayy,,  MMaarrcchh  1166  ––  22::3300  pp..mm..

Computer Science seminar

“Multi-level Relevance in Information Retrieval”

Speaker: Bing Zhou

Rm. 408, Classroom Bldg. Info: 585-4633

FFrriiddaayy,,  MMaarrcchh  1166  ––  33::3300  pp..mm..

Biology seminar

“Photochromic Liposomes: Incorporating Function Through

Molecular Design”

Speaker: Scott Murphy

Rm. 126, Classroom Bldg. Info: 585-4146

SSuunnddaayy,,  MMaarrcchh  1188  ––  22  pp..mm..

Riddell Lecture

“Freedom and Authority”

Speaker:Allan King

University Theatre Info: 337-2233 or 585-5583 

MMoonnddaayy,,  MMaarrcchh  1199  ––  33  pp..mm..

International Studies Program lecture

“Media and the Rwanda Genocide”

Speaker:Allan Thompson

Rm. 126, Classroom Bldg. Info: 585-5683

WWeeddnneessddaayy,,  MMaarrcchh  2211  ––  NNoooonn
Saskatchewan Instructional Development & 

Research Unit seminar

“READers:An After-School Program”

Speakers: Joni Darke & Joanne Vonau

Rm. 341, Education Bldg. Info: 585-5142 

TThhuurrssddaayy,, MMaarrcchh  2222  ––  77::3300  ppmm

2007 Stapleford Lecture

Speaker: Zarqa Nawaz

Topic: “Big Humour on the Prairies”

Education Auditorium

Free admission Information: 585-4226

arqa Nawaz is the creator, consulting producer, and

writer for the CBC comedy series “Little Mosque on the

Prairie.”

Nawaz will speak about her experiences in creating and

developing a comedy series that has drawn large audiences in

Canada, and has also drawn international media interest because of

its humorous approach to what is, potentially, a politically sensitive

subject.

Nawaz, who lives in Regina, was born in Liverpool and raised in

Toronto, where she earned a Bachelor of Science degree and a

Bachelor of Applied Arts in Journalism. She has worked as a

freelance writer/broadcaster with CBC and CTV. Her work

includes award-winning radio documentaries and two short films,

both of which have been screened at the Toronto International

Film Festival. She recently completed a feature-length screenplay

titled,“Real Terrorists Don't Belly.”

Free public parking will be available in area “M” of Lot 15.

Z

Big Humour
on the Prairies

Zarqa Nawaz
is the Regina creator, consulting producer, and writer of the
CBC’s hit show Little Mosque on the Prairie.  She is known
both as a journalist, having produced materials for CBC and
CTV, and as an independent filmmaker.  Through her work on
Little Mosqueas well as her other short films and documentary
pieces, Nawaz has distinguished herself as an artist who tackles
important Canadian cultural issues by using humour as her
vehicle.  

Thursday 22 March 2007
7:30 pm

Education Auditorium, University of Regina
Free parking in Lot 15 (use designated “M” areas)

Open to the public ● No admission charge
For futher information, call 585.4226

Nawaz shares her experiences of how producing her popular series
Little Mosque on the Prairiehas helped her bring into the open, in a
light-hearted and comedic way, issues of culture, justice, tolerance

and respect that are central to contemporary Canadian life.

TThe Faculty of Arts presents
The 2007 Stapleford Lecture


