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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - This paper, based on his many field interviews, represents 
         Mr. Rain's views on why the Indians in the Treaty 6 area were 
         anxious to sign treaty, the problems of language, and therefore 
         of their understanding of the terms. 
          
                    T.A.R.R. WORKSHOP - APRIL 10 and 11, 1974 
          
                   Louis Rain, Field Researcher - Oral Report 
          
         Louis:  First of all, the question you are asking is so broad 
         and there is so many ways one can say this, express this to 
         anybody.  And any time I want to interview an elder, I tried to 
         ask the question specifically:  why these were surrendered, why 
         these were given up, why these were retained, for what 
         purposes. And to me, of all the interviews I've taken, my 
         question is, when they first initially talked about treaty, 
         these people here on the prairies heard about this treaty being 
         done down east.  And prior to that in 1884/85, this epidemic 
         went through the country (smallpox) and people were dying off 
         left and right and some of the camps were pretty well wiped out 
         because of this disease.  And the depletion of the buffalo was 
         going through very rapidly, and people began to realize they 
         had to have help somehow.  And the whiskey traders were getting 



         in the way too.  There was people getting afflicted by drinking 
         and all that.  And when they heard this treaty was being 
         proposed in the east, they wanted to know what was in the 
         treaty for them.  So apparently most of them used to travel 
         great distances to visit one another, and apparently that's how 
         they got the information - what was the treaty promises, what 
         was the people being done to them by the government. 
          
           And in 1876 they were anxious to meet with these people 
         because they were worried about the buffalo decreasing and 
         sickness and the whiskey traders.  They heard the police that 
         was formed that supposedly protected the people, so they 
         inquired about this treaty, time and again. When that treaty 
         was coming this way?  So finally a letter was sent down in 1886 
         that there was going to be treaty made with the prairie 
         Indians.  According to Erasmus's diary, he interprets some of 
         these feelings that have, that they negotiate the people... and 
         also McKay.  And when McDougall start a book he mentions 
         anything about that.  And also on the other hand, Erasmus 
         claims he interprets for the Indians, he was working for the 
         Indians. So to me, interpreting was the key factor.  People 
         understood different, they had their own way of understanding 
         what was being said during the negtiations.  But like McKay, he 
         was a Saulteaux and he tried to interpret to the people in 
         Cree.  How the hell can you talk to a Cree in a Saulteaux 
         language?  I suppose most of the Cree people didn't very well 
         understand that kind of language and when Erasmus... you see 
         these two people couldn't interpret properly for the Indians.  
         So let's say Mistawasis or Big Bear asked Erasmus to interpret 
         for them... this is according to what Erasmus said and also what 
          
         I found in McDougall's book. He claims he was with these people 
         thoughout the negotiation period and not once he mentions 
         Erasmus was interpreting.  There is something in here that is 
         not clear to me and I've talked to the people, elders, and what 
         they've said is, the interpreting was somewhat not right.  The 
         people hadn't understood what it was.  When we first heard 
         about the treaty they figured it was just a peace treaty, just 
         for a lot of settlers to come in here, in this country. And of 
         all the gifts they received from the officials, they were told 
         they were gifts from the Queen, they weren't payments.  And 
         they talked about the payment afterward, after they got that 
         $12.00 and then they started talking about payment.  Gordon 
         told you a little while ago, I think that's where that payment 
         come from is the annual payments they were given afterwards, 
         the treaty payments.  But at the time I think they interpreted 
         the treaty as peace treaty.  To make peace with the white 
         settlers that were moving in.  As a matter of fact I've asked 
         this question to several of the elders and they claim this, "It 
         was a peace treaty, we didn't give out anything.  We didn't 
         give, we only allow a white man to use so much in depth where 
         he could cultivate, there was no mention of lakes or mountains." 
         This is what we personally got from the elders. They feel they 
         didn't entirely give the whole country, all the places in the 
         prairies where a white man could farm. 
           
         And speaking of minerals, there was no mention, hardly any, 



         except that where a white man has dug his well for his own 
         use. Like in one of the interviews, one elder mentioned about 
         this.  There was a question of a dugout well 'cause they have 
         settlers out there who have this kind of well for their own 
         use. There was no mention of any minerals or anything that's 
         been found except in the prairies where anything was found 
         below what was ceded it would belong to the Indian people.  
         And I come across some interviews that were at the Education 
         Centre. One old man, the late George Cattleman, he mentioned, 
         as soon as this Abraham was doing the interview - as soon as he 
         mentioned the mountains, why they were retained by the Indian 
         people, "I am not at liberty to tell you this on here."  And also 
         another elder similar, Lazarus Roan, "The whiteman has taken 
         everything away from us and that's the only thing that he hasn't 
         really touched, to take the sacred things of our religion but 
         he's working on it."  At one time we pretty near lost everything 
         that the Indian has but somehow this has been kept by the older 
         people.  Perhaps I can say, personally, I have an idea what 
         they are referring to about mountains, why they have a special 
         meaning to them, to us Indians.  So perhaps what Gordon has 
         said hasn't worked towards the ideas that we have, that we might 
         try and convince them.  Now, some of these things will come to 
         light for a white man to see, to realize.  But to really think 
          
         back, to what the things that the Indian wasn't to keep in his 
         generation. I don't think, it's not up to me to try and spell 
         out what he really believes in.  There's a lot that an Indian 
         wants to keep for himself.  He doesn't want to be bothered with 
         this kind of thing.  So, I don't know but this is my, as I 
         first mentioned, this is my understanding of the treaty 
         negotiations.  This is what I can gather from the elders, this 
         is my opinion. 
          
         Gordon:  I'd like maybe to say that possibly we should have a 
         good look at John McDougall's papers because he was the person 
         to come out west to tell of the coming of the treaties and 
         possibly the understanding the Indians had, a lot of it  
         stemmed from what this McDougall said to them.     
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