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GHLIGHTS: 

Discusses the techniques of gathering wild rice. 

am:  ....I worked for Grand Central a couple of summers. 

am:  We had a lot of good property.  Yes, rich claims.  In 

          
          
          
         HI
          
         - 
         - General account of his childhood.          
          
         Ad
          

rgaret:  Did you find any gold?          Ma
          
         Ad
         fact, he told me one time, "Come over here and look at one of 
         my properties."  Just back there.  We went there.  I didn't see 
         anything very exciting.  I thought it was just ordinary.  There 
         was pits here and there, you see, doing assessment work.  They 
         were only about four or five feet pits.  He said, "Do you 



         notice anything there?"  "No."  "Watch good and you'll find 

.  

 

t 

rgaret:  Go by canoe? 

rveying the height of land, you see, 

  

rgaret:  When you were back at home, did you have any 

am:  Oh yes, yes.  Oh yes, a lot of that.  Yeah. 

am:  Well, we all got little presents, Christmas especially.  

rgaret:  Would people come from a long way around? 

from  

d 

 

         something."  Finally I seen streaks just like this, you see, on 
         the walls like that.  See them streaks?  See, that is 

 notice          tallerites(?), gold.  You couldn't see it, you couldn't
         it, you know, with the naked eye.  Said he was, he had an offer 
         of ten thousand dollars for that property, just the one claim.  
         He said he wouldn't let it go.  So we had sixty claims and we 
         worked on these claims, you see, that summer.  He had different 
         people working for him but he was a kind of a hard man.  People 
         couldn't stand with him, you see.  The men, they couldn't work 
         for him any more than one or two months and then they quit the 
         job.  Kind of a hard man.  But he was all right with me -- 
         funny.  I guess I worked like a dog.  Whatever he said I did
         And I used to pack.  He put me in the paper, an awful story 
         about me packing six or seven hundred pounds, but that wasn't
         true, no.  How can a man pack seven hundred pounds?  True 
         enough he used to make me pack.  I believe I did four hundred 
         pounds.  Yeah, I used to pack four hundred pounds.  That was 
         when I was heavier.  He certainly made me work.  He hired me a
         three dollars a day and he says, "I'll just see what you can 
         do.  Maybe I'll give you more."  When he paid me, he paid me 
         off at five dollars a day.  That wasn't too bad them days.  
         Good wages was around three or four dollars a day.  Then he 
         paid me off at five.  (chuckles)  I didn't kick.  And then I 
         went out with the survey party again.  That was in my earlier 
         days.  Not the whole summer but partly the whole summer.  I was 
         only getting three dollars a day but I didn't work very hard.  
         Just portaging and they would be working on the rapids.  
          
         Ma
          

am:  Yes, they were su         Ad
         from Lake Winnipeg up these streams.  We were supposed to be 
         out all summer but we couldn't stand it.  We had to come home.
         I got sick of baking bannock.  We had to cook our own meals. 
         (chuckles)   
          
          
         Ma
         celebrations?  Christmas?  New Year's? 
          
         Ad
          

rgaret:  Then what happened?          Ma
          
         Ad
          
         Ma
          

am:  Well, not very far away.  That was the people          Ad
         Manigotagan, Black River, sometimes.  You see, my dad had a 
         custom with the Indian people, you see.  Very often they woul
         make a party.  Any time that one of our members in the family, 
         our sister or brother, had a birthday, then they would give a 
         party and they would invite the people from other reserves to 
         come in.  It cost them a lot but that is the Indian way.  There
         was a man here by the name of Buffalo.  He had a camp just 



         outside of our reserve, just a little ways off the reserve.  

rgaret:  No. 

am:  But as long as they can afford it. 

am:  Two or three days.  But nowadays it's only overnight, 

rgaret:  And there would be fiddlers there too for dancing? 

rgaret:  There would be fiddlers for dancing? 

am:  Oh yes, sure.  In them days there was only a violin.  
 

rgaret:  Were there any well-known fiddlers in these parties? 

 

rgaret:  Well, how long have you been councillor? 

am:  This is my third term.  Two year term each time.  I am 

rgaret:  And what do you do?  I mean what are your duties 

am:  Oh, looking after the welfare of the people.  Tell them 

m to 

         Captain Balfour they called him.  He was surprised when one of 
         my sisters got married, the wedding ceremony, the wedding party 
         cost over three hundred dollars.  Silly thing, it seems to be 
         silly but then, no.  It doesn't seem that way. 
          
         Ma
          
         Ad
          
         Margaret:  How long did it last? 
          
         Ad
         you see.  They'll have a party here and they will cut it off 
         around about two o'clock and then it's over.  But them days, 
         you know, they keep it up night and day.  All have a little 
         sleep and you go at it again.  Eat all you like.  There is no 
         pass around, it is not just a luncheon.  You eat right on the 
         table.  That really cost a lot.   
          
         Ma
          
         Adam:  Hmmm? 
          
         Ma
          
         Ad
         Nowadays, it is different.  They have an orchestra, you know. 
         They have guitars and accordian and everything.  That is the 
         way they have it nowadays.  But them days there was just the 
         one instrument. 
          
         Ma
          

am:  Oh yes, like Archie Raven, John Cook -- what an old          Ad
         gentleman.  Boy, if you hear that old fellow play, he would 
         make you dance.  You couldn't help it, you had to jump around
         and dance.  He was a great player. 
          
         Ma
          
         Ad
         on my third. 
          
         Ma
         or...? 
          
         Ad
         what to do.  Try to make them work.  If it's needed we call 
         relief, for relief for them, you know.  But we don't want 
         anybody to sit around.  If we give them relief, we want the
         do something, work.  That is the ones that haven't got a job, 
         without employment.  But if there is any employment they help 
         themselves.  Like this now, blueberry season is on.  Everybody 
         makes pretty good, fair living.  Now that might keep up that 
         way for a month.  After that the berries will be down.  Then 
         comes wild rice harvest.  That is pretty good again.  In fact 



         one of the best, that is one of the poorest seasons we had and 
         I'm afraid there won't be any more rice.  The water is too 
         high.   
          
         Margaret:  They were saying that at Berens River too. 
          
         Adam:  I don't think there'll be any rice.  There might be some 

 

me 

rgaret:  That would be quite a sight. 

o 

ound about the tenth of December, you'll have the first crop.  

 

 
 

ws 

rgaret:  Yeah. 

am:  But if the wind should blow it off, there is a chance of 

         at White Shell area, down them lakes, because they've got a dam 
         there.  They can control the water, you see.  But as I heard 
         it, the dam were just over, the water was just running over so
         that wouldn't help very much.  It might recede now by this 
         time.  If it does, well then there is a chance of getting so
         rice there.  But another thing again, there is so many people 
         there.  You haven't got any chance, five or six or even eight 
         reserves.  The last time I was there, they had over four 
         hundred canoes.  Four hundred canoes, yeah. 
          
         Ma
          
         Adam:  We had a camp right at the outlet of the river.  You 
         should have seen them canoes, just in a string for about an 
         hour going by.  And the lake is just a small area.  Boy, in n
         time they thresh that all and it is done.  But there is other 
         lakes too.  They produce wild rice, at least a small quantity 
         of it.  Smaller lakes.  But how the rice works, just about, 
          
         ar
         If you get there in time, before the wind blows it off, knocks 
         it off, you are all right to gather that rice.  And then you 
         got to leave it alone for, oh, I'd say about a week and it is 
         just as good again.  Go at it again.  That is the second crop. 
         Third time, third crop, and then it's done, done for the year, 
         for the season.  In the early days, you know, that's how the 
         old-timers used to go at it.  They knew just exactly.  They 
         used to go by the moon, when there was a full moon, you know,
         in September.  Then the rice is ripe, the first crop.  But then
         again, if the storms would come along, strong winds, then it 
         blows down, you see.  There it is.  And then another thing 
         again, if you are lucky enough to get the rice before it blo
         off, the third time there is hardly any rice the next year 
         because you got it all.  You understand what I mean? 
          
         Ma
          
         Ad
         seed, you see.  Yeah, that is how it works.  And then again, 

          the very last crop, late in October, it is just hanging there,
         it looks beautiful.  The heads are just bending down this way 
         and you can just see a dark streak.  That is the rice.  If you 
         go there and pick it all up again, you could say there is no 
         more for next year.  But if you would leave that stuff alone, 
         it falls off, you see, and that is the seed for next year.  
         That is the trouble with our lakes here, we go at it too 
         strong, too strong.  We don't leave that last, the seed.  It is 
         just hanging, the head of that is just bending, good and ripe.  
         If we leave that alone it is going to fall down, you see, and 
         that will be the seed for next year.  That is how it works. 



          
         Margaret:  Is the trapping still good here in the wintertime?  
         Can they make a decent living off it? 
          
         Adam:  In fact, it is starting to get a little better.  They 
         had a drought, oh, for about four or five years.  Hardly 
         anything, and then it started to come around.  The beaver is 

 

 

rgaret:  If you want to go to see the Indian Agent, can I 

am:  Yes, sure.  I guess I give you enough information, do 

rgaret:  Well, thank you very much.  That is very good of 

am:  Well, as I said, my father was a well-to-do, you know.  

 

reak in tape) 

 you liked I could show you, I have done some writing.  Just 

rgaret:  Well, can you tell me about it? 

rgaret:  Yes. 

am:  You could catch on from there, I guess. 

         plentiful here.  In my days, you know, when I was a trapper, 
         you would be lucky if you find a couple of families of beaver,
         two colonies.  Nowadays, anywhere you go, any little creek that 
         is full up, you are going to get a dam there, a beaver dam.  
         Country is just flooded with beaver.  There are trappers going
         up in the fall of the year, they come down around about 
         Christmas.  A lot of beaver.  But it is better in the spring.  
         They'll get about two, three hundred beaver.   
          
          
          
         Ma
         give you a lift tomorrow?  In the car? 
          
         Ad
         you think? 
          
         Ma
         you.  Could you just tell me one little bit about your father? 
          
         Ad
         He helped the people quite a bit with his trading.  He used to 
         buy fish, fur.  He was a councillor.  In fact he was a better, 
         I don't want to boast him now, he was a better man.  That is an 
         Indian Agent.  He used to do more business with my dad than the 
         chief.  The chief, he was a leader, you see.  But my dad was, 
         he wasn't educated either but he could talk English and he knew
         how to run things.  The Indian Department thought a lot of him, 
         you see.  They got a lot of information from my dad and so on, 
         things like that worked very good.  So these two leaders, you 
         know, they worked together pretty good.  Old John Monias, he 
         couldn't talk very much English, just 'sure,' 'yes' and that, 
         things like that.  But he was a great old gentleman too.  He 
         certainly took after his duty on the reserve.  And he was, he 
         had a pretty close, a keen eye on the white people, you see,  
         entering on this or anything.  Looking after the reserve.  In 
         them days they were more strict than we do today. 
          
         (B
          
         If
         what you want to know? 
          
         Ma
          

am:  It is sort of a story.          Ad
          
         Ma
          
         Ad



          
         Margaret:  Well, is this about your father? 
          

am:  Yes.  John Monias was the chief when          Ad my dad was a 

 

rgaret:  Well now, about your own life? 

rgaret:  Well, will you tell me about it?  What you did when 

am:  I had a sort of a spittoon here some place.  Well, as 

 

 

u 

e 

rgaret:  And how old are you now? 

am:  Sixty-eight.  Do I look to be about ninety or a hundred? 

am:  (Chuckles)  Now, you going to write it? (Chuckles)  

g 

         councillor.  Right from the beginning of the old treaties.  I 
         wrote some, whatever I could remember, you know.  Right from my
         childhood days, not from my childhood days but ever since I got 
         back here.  I was at Fort Alexander school.  That is where I 
         went to school. 
          
          
         Ma
          
         Adam:  No, I haven't written that. 
          
         Ma
         you were growing up?  
          
         Ad
         far as I can remember, I can get it out a little bit.  Sort of 
         a little story like.  To begin with, my grandparents, they are 
         the ones that brought me up.  I don't remember when my mother 
         died.  I was so young and my grandmother brought me up although 
         my dad was living here, but my grandparents was living at Fort 
         Alex.  So naturally they brought me up and when I was of age to 
         go to school, then I was put to that school.  About, I'd say I 
         was about nine years old, I guess.  Before I went into that big 
         school, there was a day school.  I hardly remember that, I was 
         so young.  But I didn't learn anything there and after I went 
         to that high school, the bigger school, I didn't learn anything
         there either.  I was there eight years so I am not educated.  
         Them days you know, the school was just a beginning.  They had 
         no system there.  They have got a good system there in that 
         school today.  But in them days, all they did was work in the
         garden.  Even in the winter we had to work.  We had to provide 
         almost our own, you know, our own livelihood in that school.  
         There wasn't much hired help from the outside.  All us kids, yo
         know, had to do everything.  So that left us very little time 
         to go to class.  That was the beginning of that school.  But 
         later on, after I got out, then it had pretty good system.  Th
         children were educated and they had everything there.  So, when 
         I left school, the first letter I wrote to my dad was around 
         about 1912.  I must have entered that school about 1910, 
         something like that. 
          
         Ma
          
         Ad
          

rgaret:  You look about fifty.          Ma
          
         Ad
          
         Margaret:  Well, I want this for records.  So that, you see, 
         I'm not a novelist.  I am with the University and we are tryin
         to get a record of what the people have done before this all 
         disappears as times change and different ways of life come 



         about.  And so that is why I want to know what you have done, 

rgaret:  Yes. 

am:  Whatever you're saying? 

g 

am:  Now, where was I? 

rgaret:  It was 1912? 

am:  The teacher got me to write a letter.  She helped me 

 I 

 

rgaret:  But you had known a lot about fishing and hunting? 

rgaret:  So when I got out of that school, the first thing I 

 

, 

 those days. 

am:  Yes, and then the Hudson's Bay tried me as a clerk but 

 they made arrangements that they were going to put me 
hey 

         what sort of work you did when you were a boy and a young man 
         and where you lived and everything. 
          
         Adam:  Is that recording?  This thing here?  
          
         Ma
          
         Ad
          
         Margaret:  As I say, it is my other ear.  It is easier than 
         taking notes because then I can't talk to you when I am takin
         notes. This way I can. (Chuckles) 
          
         Ad
          
         Margaret:  Well, you were saying that at this school that you 
         wrote a letter to your father when you were twelve. 
          
         Adam:  Round about.  My first letter. 
          
         Ma
          
         Ad
         out.  In fact, she dictated the letter herself, you know.  I 
         wrote the first one and then she dictated it, corrected I 
         suppose, you know.  Well, anyway, that was the first letter
         wrote.  Now, when I got out of that school, I should have been 
         about sixteen or seventeen but I didn't know very much, you 
         know, of course.  I didn't, I wasn't educated at all.  I done
         mostly work, you see. 
          
         Ma
          

am:  Oh yes, I knew something about it.          Ad
          
         Ma
         done, I went out west on the farms.  In the fall of the year, 
         harvest.  I made two trips and when I got back, I got a job at 
         the Hudson's Bay at Fort Alex.  I was there five years.  Not 

s         steady job, you know, off and on.  The first thing I did, I wa
         hired as a helping hand around the place three days a week.  
         The very first time I was employed there, I used to fill two 
         barrels of water and I got fifty cents a barrel for doing that
         you see.  That was good.  And finally I got a job at three days 
         a week.  A dollar and a quarter a day.  Finally I got a steady 
         job, thirty-five a month, up to forty.  Gee, I was there quite 
         a while.  I got a steady job then, you see. 
          

rgaret:  Well, that was pretty good pay in         Ma
          
         Ad
         of course I wasn't educated enough, you know, I didn't know. 
          
         So
         through college somehow with the Hudson's Bay, you see.  T
         had something there to learn, you know, to be able to be a 



         clerk for the store.  Then my father wrote to me to come back 

.  

 

.  

   

 dad was well-to-do, you know.  He wasn't a wealthy man but 

er 
       or something like that.  I worked around that way for quite a 

n 
d 

arthritis and I couldn't do any more.  I 
s finished, you see.  I was really laid up for two years.  I 

try then.  You have 
en over a great deal of it. 

am:  Oh yes, I done a lot of trapping too. 

ping? 

is a Saulteaux word, (inaudible).  

         home.  "If you are working in the store," he says, "I got a 
         store myself."  He had a store.  He ran a business here.  So 
         finally he wrote two or three letters and I showed the manager
         "Well, your dad is the boss.  If you want to stick around, it 
         is okay but I can't stop you."  So that was the end of that.  I
         could have had a good job there, you know.  There was just a 
         few things I didn't know.  Like they have different figures, 
         you know, in there -- prices.  That is the thing I didn't know
         You might know that yourself.  Oh, I was sorry.  But then my 
         dad, you know, he was the boss of me and I had to come home.  
         The Hudson's Bay manager spoke to me about running a post down 
         north somewhere but I had to go to college for a couple of 
         months or so and there were some things there I didn't quite 
         understand.  I had to learn them.  So my dad got me back here.
          
          
         My
         he had quite a bit of business.  We had cattle, horses, 
         everything, fishing outfits.  I didn't know anything about 
         fishing so I didn't like it.  He gave me a job as a cowpunch
  
         while.  Then I got married when I was about twenty-one.  Stayed 
         here ever since.  Then I got onto fire fighting, oh, I'd say 
         around about 1929.  There was an awful big bush fire across 
         here.  That was my first experience at fire fighting.  And the
         I guess the fire ranger noticed me, you see.  I was intereste
         in the work and finally I was hired as a foreman.  Quite a few 
         seasons, you see.  And then at last, I was hired as the Fire 
         Ranger.  So I had a post at Bloodvein.  The last post I had was 
         at Little Grand.   
          
         And then I got this 
         wa
         couldn't do nothing, I couldn't walk.  I had to try and move 
         around.  If I didn't try that I would have been still in bed.  
         You have got to fight that disease, you see.  You got to keep 
         moving.  So that is what I did.  After I got all right, after I 
         was able to move around, I was on crutches for another two 
         years.  Finally I dropped them.  There they are today.  But I 
         am not okay.  My feet are awful sore when I walk.  You can 
         notice my fingers, you see.  Arthritis.  But I had it so long 
         now I am getting to like it.  (Chuckles)   
          
         Margaret:  Well, you know a lot of this coun
         be
          
          
         Ad
          
         Margaret:  Where did you go when you were trap
          
         Adam:  (Inaudible) that is one place. 
          
         Margaret:   Where is that? 
          
         Adam:  Along Portage.  That 



         And then I guess you wouldn't mind the Indian names? 

Even all the rapids got 
fferent names, you know, in Saulteaux.  But in, white man 

 be out on a trapping trip? 

 

 
the 

d you take tents with you or would you...? 

p the rivers. 

et our dogs, after 
and come and get the 

 

 

ou 

rgaret:  But you'd walk all the way? 

a few miles.  Did you 
nt anything?  Oh, you were waiting for her, eh?  I see.   

meone else in the room)  Did you ever work on the lake boats?  

ey call it the Rocket.  A little steamboat, you know.  Well, 

          
         Margaret:  No.  I'm very interested. 
          
         Adam:  They all got names, you know.  
         di
         hasn't got them, you see.  Just ordinary rapids now.  Yeah, I 
         went as far as the Ontario boundary.  Not so far from here, 
         about sixty miles, I guess, east. 
          
         Margaret:  Well, how long would you
          
         Adam:  In the fall of the year we generally leave here about 
         the middle of October and we would come down around about the
         fifteenth of December.  And then after that we don't do very 
         much more till the spring trapping, around the middle of 
         March.  And then we come down on the fifteenth of May, in them
         days.  Nowadays, you are not allowed to trap that long in 
         spring of the year. 
          
         Margaret:  Well, woul
          
         Adam:  Oh yes, sure, we got a whole outfit. 
          
         Margaret:  And you would go by dog team? 
          
         Adam:  Well, in the fall, we go by canoe u
          
         Margaret:  Well, how would you get back? 
          
         Adam:  We walked back.  Then we come and g

eeze-up, you see.  We walked down here          fr
         dogs.  And we had a dog team to carry our luggage along.  That
         is how it goes.  Sometimes we don't bother dogs.  We have our 
         own.  What we used to do, we didn't have to get a toboggan.  We 
         killed a good-sized deer and we wrap up everything there.  Sort
         of dry the skin first, you see, stretch it out and dry it.  
         Then we formed this thing like a toboggan, pile all our goods 
         in there and drag it.  Slips along better than a toboggan.  Y
         wouldn't believe that.  Yeah, we done that several times. 
          
          
         Ma
          
         Adam:  Oh yes, walk all the way.  Quite 
         wa
          
         Margaret:  Well, can you go and play while we chat here? (to 
         so
          
         Adam:  Yes, I done some of that too.  I used to work on the, 
         th
         it wasn't so small.  I worked on that and then I transferred 
         from there to another tug.  They call it Garry.  That was a hot 
         furnace.  I used to be a fireman.  Awful hot.  Two furnace 
         doors, you couldn't stand it hardly. 
          



         Margaret:  That is when they stopped for wood all the way up? 
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         Adam:  Wood, yes.  They were hauling fish up north.  I 

ven't been very far north.  Just past Berens River.          ha
          
         Margaret:  Oh, I see. 
          
         (End of Interview)     
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