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         Margaret:  And one was over...? 
          
         Nancy:  Up at (inaudible).  We were living in town, you know, 
         and that house took fire.  We come down here then. 
          
         Margaret:  And then you had another fire here? 
          
         Nancy:  Yeah.  She had a fire in her house.  This is where I'm 
         staying now. 
          
         Margaret:  Well, how many children have you got? 



          
         Nancy:  None.  One I only had but he passed away.  Passed away 
         a long time ago too. 
          
         Margaret:  I met you over at the store yesterday.  That is a 
         pleasant place to go. 
          
         Nancy:  That is a pleasant place to go, yeah.  And it's far to 
         walk back and forth when you get groceries. 
          
         Margaret:  It is.  And you said you were baking bannock.  How 
         do you make it? 
          
         Nancy:  I just put it in the oven.  
          
         Margaret:  What goes into it? 
          
         Nancy:  Baking powder and lard and water and salt. 
          
         Margaret:  And this you've made for a long time. 
          
         Nancy:  Not awfully long but it lasts a long time.  (Inaudible) 
          
         Margaret:  Well, do the men around here go into the bush now? 
          
         Nancy:  They are working around here, just some, some of them 
         may.   
          
         Margaret:  Were there any New Year's celebrations or feasts 
         that you remember particularly? 
          
         Nancy:  Oh, long time ago. 
          
         Margaret:  How would people gather then?  How would they come?  
         By dog team, by boat? 
          
         Nancy:  No boat.  They come and stay here for Christmas and New 
         Year's and then they leave. 
          
         Margaret:  They would have to come mostly by dog team, wouldn't 
         they?   
          
         Nancy:  Oh sure, yeah.  
          
         Margaret:  The boats wouldn't be running then? 
          
         Nancy:  No, no.  Froze up. 
          
         Margaret:  Did you take many trips by boat? 
          
         Nancy:  Oh, lots of trips I took by boat. 
          
         Margaret:  Where would you go? 
          
         Nancy:  I would go to (inaudible) Fort Hope and Trout Lake and 
         all over I would travel with my man.  He was a carpenter, you 
         know. 



          
         Margaret:  Did he make some of the buildings down here? 
          

ncy:  Sure.  Made boats too.          Na
          
         Margaret:  That's an important thing to do.  Where do his 

ory? 

ncy:  Born York Factory, my husband, yeah. 

ncy:  Sure.  They were there too. 

rgaret:  I suppose you would go off on fishing trips? 

rgaret:  What sort of fish would you catch? 

ncy:  Oh, whitefish and trout and all kinds of fish. 

ncy:  In the springtime, there would be lots in the spring- 

rgaret:  Were there ducks and geese? 

ncy:  Oh yes, lots of that too.   

rgaret:  Well, do the people around here, did they used to 

ncy:  I don't remember.  I went to York Factory a long time 

rgaret:  Do you remember your wedding? 

 I had a good time. 

rgaret:  Is there much bush down there? 

ncy:  Where? 

ork Factory. 

ncy:  Oh yes, bush there, willows and trees and everything.  

rgaret:  It's not as bare as this? 

rgaret:  Well, you have grandchildren here then, eh? 

         people come from or where was he?  Was he born at York Fact
          
         Na
          
         Margaret:  And his parents, were they there too? 
          
         Na
          
         Ma
          
         Nancy:  Yeah, lots of times. 
          
         Ma
          
         Na
          
         Margaret:  Was there much hunting down there? 
          
         Na
         time.  There would be lots of fish, all kinds of fish.   
          
         Ma
          
         Na
          
          
         Ma
         keep cows and things?  
          
         Na
         ago, to get married, you know.  I went to York Factory. 
          
         Ma
          

ncy:  No, I don't remember my wedding.          Na
          
         Ma
          
         Na
          

rgaret:  At Y         Ma
          
         Na
         It's a nice place. 
          
         Ma
          
         Nancy:  No, that's about it.  You can walk anywhere.  Nice 
         place. 
          
         Ma



          
         Nancy:  Yeah, I have grandchildren, two or three of them. 
          

rgaret:  Do any of them go out in the boats?          Ma
          
         Nancy:  No, they don't go out in the boats.  They work around 

 

rgaret:  But it's easier here for you than it has been? 

ncy:  Yeah. 

ncy:  Oh God, we did so.  It's a nice place York Factory.  I 

 

rgaret:  Did you do any of the needlework, sewing, making 

ncy:  I used to but I can't do it now. 

ncy:  Too hard for me now to do it, yeah. 

rgaret:  Mr. Spence was telling me last night that they had a 

ncy:  That's right.  He's right too, yeah, it was hard.  Hard 

rgaret:  He said his mother used to help his father. 

ncy:  Yeah, that's right.  It was hard to get the wood. 

. 

ncy:  Yeah, that's right.  Carry it on their backs sometimes 

ncy:  You just managed it.  I'm getting a pension now, you 
t 

ou have a family to help, it certainly 

t's true. 
        

         here when they get a job.  Sometimes there is no jobs for them,
         you see.  It's pretty hard for them. 
          
         Ma
          
         Na
          
         Margaret:  You must have done pretty hard work. 
          
         Na
         was pretty sick, you know.  I was in the hospital.  And the 
         doctor told me to look after myself.  I get short-winded, you
         know, in the cold, when they are blowing hard too.   
          
         Ma
         moccasins? 
          
         Na
          
         Margaret:  Oh, it's too hard? 
          
         Na
          
         Ma
         hard job getting, at least, they had to get wood from quite a 
         distance for the winter. 
          
         Na
         to get the wood. 
          
         Ma
          
         Na
          

rgaret:  And then they would have to pull it and haul it         Ma
          
         Na
         at York Factory, the wood.  It was pretty hard.  Had to do it 
         sometimes without the husband too. 
          

rgaret:  How did you manange?          Ma
          
         Na
         see.  I get $75 a month.  But still I can't work now.  It don'
         buy clothes, you know. 
          

rgaret:  Well, when y         Ma
         doesn't.   
          

ncy:  Tha         Na
  



         Margaret:  You'd have the large piles of wood cut up for all 

ou would go and carry in a bit? 

sed to. 

 left 
en they closed up the York Factory.  Yeah, we all left there. 

ought some went to Split Lake. 

went there and 
 

cross the lake? 

 see it. 

ks, you know.  And 
at a beauty in the summertime.  Yeah, it is. 

it for the winter? 

dogs in the 
nter?  Did they have byres or shelters? 

Yeah. 

d a fine team 
 dogs but one pup died then.  No one to look after them when 

         winter?   
          

yes.          Nancy:  Oh 
          
         Margaret:  Then y
          
         Nancy:  Yeah, carry in a little bit.  My husband u
          
         Margaret:  But you weren't there then when it closed? 
          
         Nancy:  I left there before they closed up.  Yeah.  All
         wh
          
         Margaret:  Well, where did the people go? 
          
         Nancy:  They come here. 
          
         Margaret:  All of them? 
          
         Nancy:  Yeah. 
          
         Margaret:  I th
          
         Nancy:  Some of them went there.  Some of them 
         some of them went over here to stay.  Spencer came over here. 
         (Inaudible)  They'll tell everything (inaudible).  But it was 
         getting pretty hard so they all left there. 
          
         Margaret:  Do you know Fort Prince of Wales a
          
         Nancy:  No, I don't know that. 
          
         Margaret:  I want to get over to
          
         Nancy:  It's a nice place but a lot of roc
         wh
          
         Margaret:  Did you go in groups berry picking? 
          
         Nancy:  Yeah, in the summertime.  Yeah. 
          
         Margaret:  And then you'd pick up the fru
          
         Nancy:  Sure.  For the winter, fruit, yeah. 
          
         Margaret:  Well, how did they look after the 
         wi
          

hem on them.           Nancy:  Yes, they got posts and they tied t
          
         Margaret:  There must have been some fine dogs. 
          
         Nancy:  Oh, they were nice dogs all right.  We ha
         of
         my old man passed away. 
          



         Margaret:  Before all the army and the oil people came in, what 

 the winter? 

nd killed 
em, you see.  

en if they went on trips, they would take a 
ozen piece of meat? 

t too, yeah. 

r must have been pretty 

 Pretty hard, yeah. 

elter themselves? 

and a stove 
side it. 

) 

         did people do here?  Just fishing?  Hunting?  
          
         Nancy:  Fishing.  Hunting sometimes. 
          
         Margaret:  Was there plenty of meat in
          
         Nancy:  Oh yes, in the winter.  The Indians go out a
         th
          
         Margaret:  And th
         fr
          
         Nancy:  Sure, I saw tha
          
         Margaret:  Camping trips in the winte
         hard. 
          
         Nancy: 
          
         Margaret:  How would they sh
          
         Nancy:  Well, with a tent.  They put a tent up 
         in
          
         (End of tape
          
          


