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         Margaret:  And when you were a store man, did you go out on 
         trading camps or anything like that? 
          
         Answer:  No, I was just a storekeeper, interpreting.  Before it 
         was the McIvors that used to interpret for the other men, to 
         interpret to Indians.  That was the first thing I did when I 
         was there, interpreting for the Indians.  And after Mr. McIvor 
         came there, this storekeeper. 
          
         Margaret:  Were there quite a group of you working there?  Were 
         there many working in the post? 
          
         Answer:  No, sometimes just the manager and one clerk and me, 



         the three of us working there. 
          
         Margaret:  Well, how did it feel when it closed? 
          
         Answer:  I was pretty sad when it fell off. 
          
         Margaret:  And it had been a fine old place too. 
          
         Answer:  Yeah, it was a fine old plce.  Sorry it was closed. 
          
         Margaret:  When did you first start working? 
          
         Answer:  1947, I think. 
          
         Margaret:  How old would you be then? 

rgaret:  Then you would be quite young.  Well, did the men 

swer:  Oh trapping, yes.  Trappers that was in there at some 

rgaret:  Did you see the York boats at all? 

swer:  No, I don't remember them. 

swer:  Yes. 

rgaret:  So by the time you were there, how would supplies 

 

dest of the posts here, 

. 

rgaret:  What sort of thing would you do on a sort of regular 

swer:  Well, if there weren't many customers I used to clean 

rgaret:  Do you remember anything about the buildings them- 
 

own, most of them 

t 

          
         Answer:  I was...  Well, I am 44 now. 
          
         Ma
         here go out into the bush much? 
          
         An
         of those trading posts. 
          
         Ma
          
         An
          

rgaret:  You were too little?          Ma
          
         An
          
         Ma
         come into here? 

e in by boat in December.  They used to come         Answer:  They cam
         out from York Factory, the boats. 
          

rgaret:  York Factory was the ol         Ma
         wasn't it?  
          

swer:  Yes         An
          
         Ma
         day?  
          
         An
         up and fix up the shelves and all that. 
          
         Ma
         selves?  I've been told they were very well built.  Whoever the
         carpenters were, they did a very fine job. 
          

swer:  Oh yes.  Some of them are pulled d         An
         are pulled down.  There is a big store there.  That's the 
         oldest building there, the only one.  The old building, jus
         that big store there. 
          



         Margaret:  Why did it have to close? 

swer:  Well, you know, there was not enough fur around and 
 

rgaret:  Well, was there a good deal of fishing there? 

swer:  Oh yes, good fishing up there, good.  In August it is 

rgaret:  Well, you must have had quite a job getting wood for 

swer:  Yes, that's the hardest part, it was hard to get wood.  

rgaret:  How would you manage it? 

rgaret:  Did they ever float any of it down...? 

swer:  Oh yeah, in the fall they used to float it from up the 

 any of the big old fireplaces there or 

swer:  Just stoves. 

about around Christmas and New Year's?  

 have celebrations. 

rgaret:  And I suppose people would come from all over for 

swer:  Yeah, they would come from all over for it. 

rgaret:  And then when the boats came in in the spring, 

swer:  Yeah, they would camp out here. 

 that you remember?  I 

swer:  No.  Sometimes we'd have a big storm, bush fires 

swer:  Oh, quite a few of them.  In December there was quite 

          
         An
         with time the Indians left, they couldn't make a living out of
         trapping.  They came out here to find a job or jobs. 
          
         Ma
          
         An
         good fishing, in winter you can fish with nets too. 
          
         Ma
         the winter, right? 
          
         An
         It was quite a ways to get wood. 
          
         Ma
          
         Answer:  We had to have dog teams. 
          
         Ma
          
         An
         river.  If you run short in the winter you had to go quite a 
         ways from the post. 
         Margaret:  Were there
         did they use stoves, offhand? 
          
         An
          

rgaret:  Well, what          Ma
         Were there celebrations then? 
          

swer:  Oh yeah, they used to         An
          
         Ma
         it?   
          
         An
          
         Ma
         people would... 
          
         An
          

rgaret:  Were there ever any big things         Ma
         mean, were there any things like big storms, particular storms, 
         or were there ever any fires or anything like that? 
          
         An
         sometimes.   
          
         Margaret:  How many customers would there have been there in 
         the earlier days? 
          
         An



         a few because the Indians move out from their traplines and 
         come back. 
          

rgaret:           Ma Well trapping must have been a pretty hard life. 

swer:  Yeah. 

swer:  Oh, they had to have tents, certain things to travel 

rgaret:  You would have a dog team yourself, would you? 

swer:  Well, you had to to get wood in the winter. 

over, 

rgaret:  But they had been there for quite a long time. 

swer:  Yeah. 

eah. 

rgaret:  Do you go out whale hunting here, or whale fishing? 

swer:  I never go out and (inaudible). 

in ways of making a 

rgaret:  Well, what was this place like before the oil men 

swer:  Well, there was just this other post, this trading 

rgaret:  Well, Mr. McIvor said that the swamp or the muskeg 

swer:  Yeah, that's why they moved, the reasons they moved.  

t eating in? 

swer:  Yeah, we had a swamp just behind where our houses were 

          
         An
          
         Margaret:  How would they shelter themselves? 
          
         An
         around.  They had dog teams to go around. 
          
         Ma
          
         An
          
         Margaret:  Well, when the Indians moved from there, some came 
         here and then some went to Split Lake, is that right? 
         Answer:  Yeah.  They called it York Landing.  Some all 
         some on the landing, some here. 
          
         Ma
          
         An
          
         Margaret:  Well, that must have been hard to leave a place that 
         you know. 
          

swer:  Y         An
          
         Ma
          
         An
          

rgaret:  I suppose that's one of the ma         Ma
         living now here? 
          

swer:  Yes.          An
          
         Ma
         and the grain men and whatever came in? 
          
         An
         post.  York Factory was before there wasn't anything. 
          
         Ma
         was growing closer and closer to York Factory.  Is that right? 
          
         An
         The banks were falling down and the houses were getting close 
         to the banks and... 
          

rgaret:  Water jus         Ma
          
         An
         built.   
          



         Margaret:  Well, you would have to help in deciding how much... 

swer:  Yes. 

swer:  Yeah, that was. 

swer:  Well, they usually knows by some other years, you see.  

 

rgaret:  Well, Mr. Alec Spence was telling me the other day 

rgaret:  Those men must've had hard times. 

swer:  Yes. 

ame up by boat from Selkirk to Norway House and 
 

swer:  Yeah. 

rgaret:  Did you do any hunting yourself? 

working in the 

:  And what about ducks and things like that? 

swer:  Oh yes, all that. 

rgaret:  Were they plentiful? 

and things up there. 

rgaret:  And with caribou and so on, there would be a fairly 

swer:  Oh yeah. 

swer:  Yeah, right. 

         I mean, you would have to plan for a full year and send orders 
         out.  You would have to help in that, in deciding how much 
         should be brought in, wouldn't you? 
          
         An
          
         Margaret:  That must've been quite a job. 
          
         An
         Margaret:  How did you figure it? 
          
         An
         They go by other years, how much they had.  Of course if they 
         run short they had to get a dog team in the winter and go up to
         the line or get a train and meet the train and catch it.  Or 
         they would have a plane sometimes bringing the freight. 
          
         Ma
         that their father was one of the last runners, one of the last 
         of the company's runners from York Factory to Winnipeg. 
          
         Answer:  Yeah, that's it. 
          
         Ma
          
         An
          

rgaret:  I c         Ma
         it was cold and it was very rough and I was thinking of the men
         who used to do that in York boats or in the winter by dog team.  
         They must have been pretty strong men. 
          
         An
          
         Ma
          

swer:  Well, I trapped since before I was          An
         store.  
          

rgaret         Ma
          
         An
          
         Ma
          

swer:  Oh yeah, lots of ducks          An
          
         Ma
         good supply of meat. 
          
         An
          
         Margaret:  And then I suppose in the winter, if they went off 
         on trips, they'd simply cut a piece of frozen meat and... 
          
         An



          
         Margaret:  They had their fresh, frozen food.  Well, how did 
         you make the move up here? 

n to do it from York Factory out          Answer:  Well, we had a trai
         here.  (Inaudible) 
          
         Margaret:  Well, does this place seem to you to be growing now?  

swer:  It's growing, yes, a little more. 

swer:  Yeah.  (laughs) 

swer:  There was quite a bit, yeah. 

rgaret:  What sort of thing would you be moving? 

rgaret:  When I was at Norway House the boat came in with the 

swer:  From here to York Factory, oh yes. 

n get any supplies 

rgaret:  Well, is the caribou as plentiful now as it used to 

swer:  Around here? 

rgaret:  Yeah. 

 are very scarce.  They used to be plentiful 

 the people used to live on, 

          
         An
          
         Margaret:  Do you remember the last day when you were...?  I 
         saw a picture of you carrying the last load of stores up a 
         hill.  
          
         An
          
         Margaret:  How much did you have to clear out then?  How much 
         of the stores were there left? 
          
         Answer:  Well, everything was out, there was nothing left.  You 
         had to move all of this freight to Shamattawa, south from here. 
          
         Margaret:  Was there a lot? 
          
         An
          
         Ma
          

swer:  Oh, flour, tea, lard, some dry goods.          An
          
         Ma
         flour for the full year.  They won't get another one until next 
         June.  I didn't realize that that would still be going on.  Is 
         that still true here?  One big shipment? 
          
         An
          

rgaret:  And of course in Churchill you ca         Ma
         you want by train. 
          

swer:  Yeah.          An
          
         Ma
         be?  
          
         An
          
         Ma
          

swer:  No, they         An
         back years ago.  Hardly any now. 
         Margaret:  So that really now what
         the hunting and fishing and so on, that is not nearly as good 
         as it used to be. 
          

swer:  No.          An
          



         Margaret:  Have you seen Mr. McIvor since you left? 

swer:  No, I haven't seen him since I left York Factory. 
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         An
          
         Margaret:  Well, I was talking with him on Saturday and Sunday, 
         with him and Mrs. McIvor.  They sent their regards to you.  But 
         it was very interesting; you see all the pictures of the 
         closing up of the factory and so on.  Well, the place further 
         south that you mentioned... 
          
         (End of Interview)          
          
          
                                     INDEX 
        
        
         INDEX TERM          IH NUMBER        DOC NAME    DISC #      PAGE # 
     
     
       TRAPPING 
        -as livel
     
     
     
      
     
      
     
     
    YO
     
 


