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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - General account of life on the reserve. 
         - Account of traditional foods.          
         Evelyn:   Veronica Goneau of Raventown Reserve.  The interview 
         is being conducted at Council Fire, which is the Native 
         Cultural Centre on 315 Dundas Street East, on June 15th by 
         Evelyn Sit. 
          
          
         Evelyn:   What was your home like as a child? 
          
         Veronica: Oh good, it was really good, we all had things to do.  
          
         Evelyn:   And could you describe it? 
          
         Veronica: In what ways? 
          
         Evelyn:   In the way of, how were the children treated? 
          
         Veronica: Good, good, very good.  We had plenty to eat.  We had 
         to obey our mother and father -- we weren't forced to, we 



         weren't beaten or anything, we were just told, you know.  This 
         is the way things are done and we did it.   
          
         Evelyn:   This is typical of just your family, or of most 
         native families? 
          
         Veronica: I think just of our family.  I don't think everyone 
         else treated their children like my mother and father treated 
         us.  Very sensible upbringing, which I approved of.  And I did 
         the same thing to my children.  
          
         Evelyn:   What were the normal roles of men, women, and 
         children within the family? 
          
          
         Veronica: Well, the woman stayed home to look after the 
         children, bring up the children up; look after the house, cook 
         the meals, do the house work.  And the man went out to work and 
         brought home the pay.  That's it, and if he, he helped, the 
         father helped the mother when there was any heavy work. 
          
         Evelyn:   So what did you do on a typical day yourself as a 
         child?  
          
         Veronica: A school day? 
          
         Evelyn:   Or a typical family day on the reserve? 
          
         Veronica: On the reserve, we played.  (laughs)  But I was very 
         young, you see.  We left the reserve when I was about five years 
         old, because my father couldn't find work there; and he found a 
         job in Toronto, so we moved to Toronto. 
          
         Evelyn:   So what was your father's occupation on the reserve?  
          
         Veronica: He was a mechanic, that's to fix cars and trucks.  
          
         Evelyn:   So did you go to school? 
          
         Veronica: Yes, I started school in Raventown.  Just started, but 
         then my father got this job in Toronto and away we went.   
          
         Evelyn:   So what were your teachers like? 
          
         Veronica: Well, we only had one teacher and he taught, gee, I 
         think up to grade six, or five, or something.  He taught the 
         whole, the whole class.  It was like a row of this grade and a 
         row of the other grade, and another row of another grade, and 
         there was only one teacher.   
          
         Evelyn:   So did you find that you were accorded individual 
         attention?  
          
         Veronica: No, I don't know.  That is on the reserve I'm talking 
         about, and it really was all right, you know.  Nobody, I don't 
         think anyone had any complaints. 
          



         Evelyn:   So what kind of foods did you eat on typical school 
         days?  
          
         Veronica: On the reserve?  A lot of vegetables, bannock.  My 
         mother had cows, so we were fortunate that we had our own 
         butter and cream, and we called it cottage cheese, we had.  I 
         love cottage cheese.  And we had, I don't know if she had a 
         separator, a milk separator or not.  Because I remember going 
         down in our basement and she wouldn't object to this.  And take 
         a piece of bannock down there in a saucer and get my own cream.  
         And just eat till I was full, cover everything up after and go 
         back upstairs. 
          
         Evelyn:   So what was bannock? 
          
         Veronica: Bannock is bread.  It's like tea biscuits, English 
         tea biscuits.  But it's, we put different thing in it.  Myself, 
         when I make bannock, I put bacon dripping in there, because it 
         gives it a different flavor.  Some people use water to moisten 
         it, some people use milk, some people use powdered milk.  You 
         can put cheese in there, you can put onion in there, you can 
         put raisins in there and make it a sweet, like a sweet bread.  
         It tastes very good. 
          
         Evelyn:   So what was your... 
          
         Veronica: You can bake it, you can fry it.  You bake it on the 
         top of the stove, at the back of the stove in a frying pan, 
         like a great big sort of a thick pancake.  After it's done on 
         one side, you turn it over and do it on the other side, and you 
         slice it after.  
          
         Evelyn:   So what was the basic recipe of bannock? 
          
         Veronica: Same as tea biscuits.  With baking powder, and salt, 
         and some sort of dripping, which would be shortening, lard, or 
         bacon dripping, and flour.  
          
         Evelyn:   Okay, on the reserve what were the other children 
         like?  How were you treated? 
          
         Veronica: Well, we didn't go to another household, really.  We 
         stayed in our own place, because it was quite large and we had 
         a lot of things to play with.  Stream to play with, the frogs, 
         and the little fishes, and what have you.  (laughs)  My 
         grandmother had a bee, a beehive, you know.  That's another 
         story, the beehive, (laughs) they chased me one day.  Anyway, 
         what it was, was there was, beehives were under an apple 
         orchard, and these apples, I don't know the name of them, when 
         they're ripe they turn white, nice and juicy, big apples.  And 
         we didn't eat them when they were green, but the bees seemed to 
         love them anyway.  I was up trying to get some apples from over 
         there.  And then I guess the stick I was using to hit the 
         apples fell on the bee hive and the bees came out and they 
         chased me.  And I looked back once and I seen this great big 
         cloud coming after me.  Here it was bees, and I just made it in 
         the house.  I had to go under the fence, slide under the fence 



         to get out of the field into the house.  And my grandmother 
         shut all the doors and the windows and we had to stay in there 
         for over an hour.  All the bees were after me.   
          
         Evelyn:   So, did your parents tell you any kind of stories, or 
         folklores, or tales when you were young? 
          
         Veronica: Not that I remember.  Not that I remember, no, not 
         that I remember. 
          
         Evelyn:   So were any sort of, was there any sort of festivals 
         that you had? 
          
         Veronica: Well, we went to, when we were in Toronto, we went 
         back to the reserve for, like, summer.  Maybe for a week or so.  
         I remember they had a fair and I remember my grandmother had a 
         racing horse, but I can't remember the name of that racing 
         horse.  Something Jim, I think it was.  I can't remember.  It 
         was quite a while back.  Maybe my dad would remember but his 
         memory's failing too.  He's still living, of course, but my 
         mother's passed away.   
          
         Evelyn:   Do you remember anything of your ancestral history?  
          
         Veronica: Yes, my grandfather was chief of Raventown Reserve.  
         And this was for the First World War.  And none of the natives 
         there would join the army and fight, you know, go overseas to 
         France and everything.   So my grandfather, he joined, and four 
         of his sons joined.  And then the rest of the men on the 
         reserve joined then, but they wouldn't join the army before 
         that.  And they went overseas and fought.  That's during the 
         First World War.  My grandfather was killed over there.  I have 
         his, what do you call that, the cross that they send to the 
         widow.  What do you call that?  Aaron Cross?  I have that 
         cross.  I guess it was just handed down to me.  That is one of 
         the things I remember, crying and my mother saying about, parts 
         of it.   
          
         And another part was we were called the Delaware Indians, and 
         we helped Tecumseh in the fighting that was going on at that 
         time, earlier, you know.  And since then, every spring when the 
         Thames River floods, the banks of the river expose skeletons, 
         remains of this fighting, helmets of long ago, arrowheads, even 
         coins.  And they've made a museum out of the things that 
         they've recovered.  The museum is standing there now.  I 
         believe it's on Number Two highway, I'm not sure if it's Number 
         Two, or Number Five highway.  That was how they started that 
         museum. 
          
         Evelyn:   So what was your, the chief's name? 
          
         Veronica: Tobias. 
          
         Evelyn:   Tobias.  And what is the name of your tribe?  
          
         Veronica: Delaware. 
          



         Evelyn:   Delaware tribe.  Do you know what it means? 
          
         Veronica: No, maybe from the, like, there was a Delaware River, 
         or...  Maybe that's where they came from, the Delaware River.  
         That's the only thing I can think of.  I didn't go into to it, 
         you know. 
          
         Evelyn:   Do you know how your reserve got it's name? 
          
         Veronica: Nope.  No I don't. 
          
         Evelyn:   Do you know where your people came from? 
          
         Veronica: From the States I believe, years and -- many years 
         ago.  I don't think they really came from one place in 
         particular, because they sort of followed the hunting with the 
         seasons more than, more than that.  Americans would say, "Well, 
          
          
         they came from here or somewhere," but I don't think so.  I 
         think they just followed, they'd go south for the winter, and 
         for the summer they'd go north.  That's what they did.  
         Americans always want to claim the good parts for their 
         country; (laughs) whereas I'm all for Canada.   
          
         Evelyn:   How big was your community in terms of numbers? 
          
         Veronica: You mean how many families lived in, on the reserve?  
         I don't think more than a hundred, I don't think so.  Maybe 
         like fifty, maybe.  It wasn't a large reserve. 
          
         Evelyn:   Can you describe the reservation itself? 
          
         Veronica: Well, it's just looked like a farm, a farm place, you 
         know, a farm community.  They had the fields, some worked them, 
         some didn't.  My uncle worked his farm.  He also worked land 
         which belonged to the reserve, whether he rented it from 
         someone else, or, like, they called it sharecropping.  Which is 
         down at the river, that would be the River Thames.  But I don't 
         know if the land belonged to him or to his neighbors, or 
         whoever...  Someone on the reserve, it would be.  And they 
         sharecropped, like they would give him a profit, they would 
         give him a share of the profit that they made on their land.  
         That's what they call sharecropping.   
          
         Evelyn:   What was the chief's name at the time of, when you 
         were a child? 
          
         Veronica: I don't know, I don't know what it was. 
          
         Evelyn:   So do you know how, you, the chief was chosen on your 
         reserve?  
          
         Veronica: I believe he was elected. 
          
         Evelyn:   And who took part in election? 
          



         Veronica: All the families, the head of the families.  That 
         would be the males. 
          
         Evelyn:   So no women took part in any politics? 
          
         Veronica: Not in those, not in those days.   
          
         Evelyn:   Was it always this way? 
          
         Veronica: I don't know what it is like now, but I know that is 
         what they did then. 
          
         Evelyn:   Do you know what was the chief's duty? 
          
         Veronica: No, not really.  (laughs) I think to keep everybody 
         behaving themselves.  
          
         Evelyn:   Was there any other important people that existed on 
         the reserve besides the chief? 
          
         Veronica: There was the Indian Agent, but I don't know if he 
         lived on, I don't think he lived on the reserve.  He lived a 
         distance away.  And, I don't know, they had a council, I 
         remember that, which -- they helped.  The council helped the 
         chief, you see.   
          
         Evelyn:   And who was on the council? 
          
         Veronica: I guess elders, as far as I know. 
          
         Evelyn:   Was, did you have any sort of Medicine Men? 
          
         Veronica: I don't know.   
          
         Evelyn:   Or pipe carriers? 
          
         Veronica: I don't know that either, well I was too young.   
          
         Evelyn:   But you did have councillors? 
          
         Veronica: Yes there were.   
          
         Evelyn:   What does, what are some of the ways that one can 
         make a living on the reserve, besides farming?  Is there any 
         other ways? 
          
         Veronica: Trapping, but I don't think there was that many 
         animals to trap, you know, because they lived there for 
         a while.   
          
         Evelyn:   What as your family's occupation? 
          
         Veronica: Farming, farming. 
          
         Evelyn:   How did you help? 
          
         Veronica: Well, I would help my, my grandmother and my mother.  



         Gather the eggs from the chickens, (laughs) and leave the 
         sitting hens alone.  And I would feed the, we had a great big, 
         big pig, and she had little ones.  She had twenty little ones.  
         And we had a horse, it had a baby, one colt it had.  And we 
         used to help my mother, you know, gather things from the garden 
          
          
         for the meals.  We had, we didn't have running water in the 
         house, so we had to help empty the slop, it's called slop; 
         which would be potato peelings, vegetable peelings, and that 
         would be taken to the pig, fed to the pig.  
          
         Evelyn:   So, besides, you say you didn't have running water.  
         Did you have any sort of modern conveniences on the reserve?  
          
         Veronica: Well, we had a pump on the well.  That was very good.  
         If you didn't have a pump then you'd have to use a rope to 
         throw the pail down in the well to get the water.  And then 
         you'd pull it up by the rope.  If you had a pump that was 
         really good. 
          
         Evelyn:   So was there any other kind of modern conveniences?  
          
         Veronica: No.  We didn't have hydro, we had oil lamps.  We had 
         an outside toilet.  We had a big, big tub that we had our bath 
         in and we carried the water from the -- it was in, it was in a 
         field and the water always seemed to be pure.  I don't know if 
         my mother did something to the well, or my grandmother -- must 
         have to keep it pure.  But they didn't think about 
         contamination in those days.  That same well fed the animals 
         also, their water.  I remember my uncle going to that well and 
         taking pails to the barn for the animals that were, like, 
         wintered there, or whatever.  The horses, and pigs, and things.  
         And then they had a trough.  They used to use the trough and 
         just pump the water in it for the animals.  That was all right.  
         We used to have those big salt blocks in the fields for the 
         cows, or horses, whatever. 
          
         Evelyn:   Salt blocks? 
          
          
         Veronica: Salt blocks.  I think there's -- I don't know what 
         was in them.  They were called salt blocks.  You remember 
         seeing those?  
          
         Evelyn:   What are salt blocks? 
          
         Veronica: There for the animals to give them salt. 
          
         Evelyn:   Do the animals chew on these? 
          
         Veronica: No they lick it.  It's a big block of salt and it's 
         for animals, and the animals lick it.  I think they have to 
         have salt in their diet and if they don't, maybe not enough 
         salt in the grass, whatever. 
          
         Evelyn:   What kind of a transportation existed on the reserve?  



          
         Veronica: Shank's Pony, we used to say, and that's your own 
         feet.  (laughs)  Or you had a buggy.  Oh, some people had Model 
         T Fords, which my uncle had, Model T Fords, in those days.  And 
         you crank it up, go around the front and crank it up, run, run, 
         sit on the seat and keep it going.  Or they had, my mother 
         always had a buggy, though.  She a buggy with horses, you know.  
         But they were, they also used those horses to plow the fields. 
          
         Evelyn:   So what holiday was particularly important to your 
         own family? 
          
         Veronica: What particular holiday?  Well, to the children, 
         Christmas was good.  I don't know really.  We liked Halloween, 
         but I don't remember going from one farm to the other in those 
         days.  My children did when they were in Toronto, but I have no 
         idea, I have no idea.  Thanksgiving was a good day.  
         Thanksgiving they had a big -- down at the corner where the  
          
         fair grounds were -- they had a big meeting at Thanksgiving, I 
         remember that.  But I don't know what time it was when they had 
         the races and things like that.  That would be in the summer 
         months of August.  They had races of, horse races, running 
         races, jumping races, and, you know, dancing in costume.  
          
         Evelyn:   This was on the reserve? 
          
         Veronica: Yes, on the reserve, in the fair grounds.  But I don't 
         know what day it would be. 
          
         Evelyn:   Was this annual when it went on? 
          
         Veronica: Yes every year, every year. 

nd of things that went on 

 the women cooked bread, never bought bread, they 

 

dy? 

ronica: Like taffy, taffy.  And I think they had berry pies.  

s fair was a whole community event? 

ronica: Yes, you know, everyone brought something to the 

f activities beside horse racing and  

          
elyn:   So what was, what was the ki         Ev

         on this day? 
          

ronica: Oh,         Ve
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         Veronica: Sort of a carnival affair, you know.  Shooting by 
         arrow, I think.  Foot races, jumping, and I don't know what 
         guns they used to shoot but I remember they used to shoot.  And 
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         years went by she didn't talk it anymore, but she could 
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         language, you know, in Toronto.  
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         tree near that the raccoon could jump onto another tree and get 
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         you know.   So the natives were really smart -- let the deer 
         come on, wait until the white man's hunting season was over an
         then we got the deer.  We did we got quite a few.  (laughing) 
          
         Evelyn:   Was there any other ways of trapping animals besides 
         th
          
         Veronica
         pa
         the spring, they do, they put nets out in the river and th
         would get the fish coming up to spawn.  And they would get them
         in the nets, you see.  And that was very good too. 
          
         Evelyn:   You caught a lot of animals. 
          
         Veronica: We ate, we ate a lot of fish (
          



         Evelyn:   Was there any unique tools that the natives had for 
         trapping?  
          
          
         Veronica: For trapping, not that I remember, not that I... 

ll, I wasn't, you know, maybe my brothers would remember, but 

       Evelyn:   And what was the function of women in the trapping 

, 
nimal or whatever it was, and ready to cook.  But if 

 

elyn:   How about building the traps and things like that? 

ronica: No, the men did those, the men did that. 

r? 

ronica: Yes. 

elyn:   So none of it was carried down to women at all? 

o, the women just did what the women did, you 

r 
milies, they would start at one particular farm.  I don't 
ow why they would start there first, maybe because he had his 

ld 

re 

t 
 
 

I did it, 
 good (laughs) in those days; so 

         We
         I wouldn't, because I'm a woman, or a girl at the time.   
          
  
         process?  
          
         Veronica: Well, if they had a good provider, he would clean it
         clean the a
         he was a little lazy then the women had to skin it and gut it 
         and everything, you know, they're ready to cook. 
          
         Evelyn:   So it was the latter part, the actual preparation and
         the meals, and stuff? 
          
         Veronica: Yes. 
          
         Ev
          
         Ve
          
         Evelyn:   And was this carried down from your fathe
          
         Ve
          
         Ev
          

ronica: No, n         Ve
         know.  They'd go into the men's territory. 
          
         Evelyn:   You talked about threshing during the harvest. 
          
          
         Veronica: Yes, they did.  It's called threshing.  The othe
         fa
         kn
         planted first or whatever, it was ready.  All the fellows wou
         come around, the farmers from the other reserves, or the 
         others, on the same reserve really.  And they would all come, 
         and they'd do the threshing for this particular one farmer; and 
         the women would have to cook the meal for how many men the
         were there.  And I think that was a little competition, too, 
         with the women.  The men would go to the next one and they'd 
         say, "Okay, now what we going to get to eat here?"  (laughs)  
         But that was, that was pretty hard, because you had, you didn'
         have any hydro, so you cooked with a wood stove in the summer,
         and to feed that many people, many men besides your own family,
         that was quite an accomplishment in those days. 
          
         Evelyn:   One woman did this? 
          

ronica: One woman.  I had help the times that          Ve
         because I didn't make pies very



         I used to get a neighbor to make the pies and I'd do the meat 

ronica: Berry pies usually, or rhubarb pies, or berry pies, 
ey had some pumpkin left. 

uld be 
smaller.  

u'd have to pick more berries.  But they were sweeter, 
 

 

 were called. 

ronica: Yes, I think they did, but it was mostly for making 
ld 
fee 

 those days.  And they would sew this one quilt for whoever 
 

s. 

 every household came? 

       Veronica: Pretty well, if they could.  And they would bring 

time? 

ot going to school.  The ones that 
 at school all day, and they took 

e 
was 

         and the vegetables, and the bread. 
          
         Evelyn:   What were the pies? 
          
         Ve
         or pumpkin pies.  Depends if th
          
         Evelyn:   And berry pies were what sort of berries? 
          
         Veronica: Strawberries, or raspberries.  And they wo
         wild, they would not be tame berries.  They would be 
         Yo
         somehow, sweeter than tame berries.  They had a better, a truer
         flavor.   
          
         Evelyn:   So was these sort of threshing events, they went on 
         through the harvest time, right? 
          
         Veronica: Yes they did.  From one farm to another, you know.  
         The fellows that had, even sharecropping, that was all done 
         too.  They had threshing bees they
          
         Evelyn:   So did women have sort of, the same sort of thing 
         with sewing bees? 
          
         Ve
         quilts.  They would all go in the one house and the women wou

 bannock, and tea.  They didn't serve cof         serve pastries, and
         in
         it was.  One quilt would be accomplished, would be done in that
         one day, with all the women coming. 
          
         Evelyn:   So every woman... 
          
         Veronica: They're called quilting bee
          
         Evelyn:   So every woman from
          
  
         their children, you know. 
          
         Evelyn:   And children, what did they do during this 
          
         Veronica: They would play outside with the other children, 
         that's the ones that were n

nt to school they stayed         we
         their lunch. 
          
         Evelyn:   And the school was on the reserve? 
          
         Veronica: Yes, at this particular reserve, yes.  It was on th

of across the road from the fair grounds.  It          reserve, sort 
         a one-room schoolroom with one teacher. 
          

elyn:   Grades?          Ev
          



         Veronica: I think up to six.  There wasn't a kindergarten, it 
         was like grade one, started right from grade one. 

he other kids beyond grade six? 

nd other 
serves, which particular reserves did you interact with? 

use I was too young.  (laughs)  I 
ow that we did go to Muncey, Muncey Reserve.  There were more 

elyn:   So how was your interaction with other natives? 

ronica: Yes. 

elyn:   So people were treated as... 

ds, as friends.  There was no bickering, or 
hing like that.  They were just happy to see 

ch other. 

elyn:   And within your own reserve there was no breakup of 

       Veronica: No.  There was just chief and the councilmen, which 
older men.  I guess nowadays they would call them 
 that's all. 

How did you get involved with Council Fire? 

 

ilt and sew, and crochet, and knit, and she says, "Do you want 
g some 
bed, some 

          
         Evelyn:   And all t
          
         Veronica: Would be bussed to school, or I don't know how they 
         would do it in those days. 
          
         Evelyn:   So events like you going to other tribes a
         re
          
         Veronica: I don't know, beca
         kn
         than that, but I don't know what their names were.   
          
         Ev
          
         Veronica: That was very friendly, very friendly. 
          
         Evelyn:   So everyone just took in each other? 
          
         Ve
          
         Ev
          
         Veronica: Frien
         arguing, or anyt
         ea
          
         Ev
         status?  
          
  
         would be the 

ders.  And         el
          
         Evelyn:   
          
         Veronica: Oh, a friend of mine said that, explained to me about
         Council Fire.  I didn't even know it was here.  She said that 

 someone to teach the ladies how to          Milly, Mrs. Redman, wanted
         qu
         to go and see it?"  I says, "Okay."  So she says, "Brin

ings that you've done."  So I took the quilt off my          th
         of my doilies down, and other odds and ends around the house.  
         And as soon as I showed my work to Milly she says, "You're 
         hired,"  or the equivalent, and I started coming down here.  I 
         didn't expect any money, because I didn't need it.  And I've 
         been here ever since, going on three years now, I think. 
          
         Evelyn:   So what did...  You stayed in Toronto for a long 
         time.  
          
         Veronica: Yes, pretty well all my life. 
          

elyn:   How was your interaction with other natives in          Ev
         Toronto?  



          
          
         Veronica: Very friendly, very friendly. 
          
         Evelyn:   And what was your initial contacts when you did 
         arrive to Toronto?  

re that were, that were 
up.  Not all of them, 

t some of them came up and they settled around in Toronto 
hose 

 did -- if they weren't farmers they had 
 go where they could find work, and it was too far away to 

s far as I know.  This is one of the ones that 
 a bushel of beans, white beans, and it was 

ork done, either cutting wood, fire wood, or helping 

elyn:   Did you actually exchange things? 

sted from the 
y used... the 

s, they used them for their food. 

        
ronica: Also potatoes.  Potatoes they'd barter.  You'd give 

.  Maybe they'd want two 
gs of potatoes. 

elyn:   So how did it work if I bartered you two bags of 
xchange? 

ld 
lp each other.  There wouldn't be any money exchanged during 

          
         Veronica: Well, we didn't know anyone he
         native people.  My uncles gradually came 
         bu
         because of the work, finding work in Toronto.  I think in t
         days that's what they
         to
         come back to the reserve all the time.  So they would take 
         their family and live in the city that they found work, where 
         they found work.   
          
         (END OF SIDE A) 
         (SIDE B) 
          
         Evelyn:   Did you have a bartering system on the reserve? 
          
         Veronica: Yes, a
         I knew about, was
         paid for w
         in the fields, maybe weeding, or something like that. 
          
         Ev
          
         Veronica: Yes, we did. 
          
         Evelyn:   But, mainly, beans were your sort of money? 
          
         Veronica: Yes, because that's what they harve

ans from the field.  And that's, like, the         be
         family that got the bean
          
         Evelyn:   So it was mainly exchange? 
          
         Veronica: It greatly appreciated too. 
          
         Evelyn:   A lot of bean soup. 
  
         Ve
         potatoes if they didn't want the beans
         ba
          
         Ev
         potatoes, what would I get in e
          
         Veronica: Oh, well you can get work, they would work for you 
         for so many hours in one day.   
          
         Evelyn:   And this was mainly during harvesting? 
          

ould use, they wou         Veronica: No, not harvesting.  No, they w
         he



         the harvesting, because all the fellows that are coming to your 
 you are going to pay them 

ck by going to their farm, you see.  And you're working a 
ad.   

 
d, 

e and 
at would be in the spring, though.  And they'd make the 

 

 put it in a big metal pot, and they would boil that 
wn.  And what you would end up with was the maple syrup.  And 

r sugar? 

s?  

n other houses 
's a big thing, 

ronica: Yes it would be, because they would -- some people 

 
ake the bannock for the, you 
o be finished. 

elyn:   So people would go to your grandmother's land and 

ng, the maple  
rup?  

 the maple syrup.  I guess, well that 

         farm to help with the harvesting,
         ba
         whole day at their farm to harvest whatever they h
          
         Evelyn:   So what, in the wintertime, did individuals do, if 
         farming was the main work? 
          
         Veronica: Well, they'd do the cutting of the wood.  And maybe
         there was a sugar bush, they called it sugar bush, on our lan
         my grandmother's land.  And they would take sap from ther
         th
         syrup, you know, corn syrup -- maple syrup.  That was really 
         good too.  
          
         Evelyn:   So what was the process? 
          
         Veronica: Well, they would make, drill a hole in the tree and 
         put a little tap thing there and they would have the bucket
         hanging down from there.  And then when they would get enough 
         from, they'd
         do
         we would make candy from that also. 
          
         Evelyn:   Was there any other way you... 
          
         Veronica: They would use that for sweetening tea, and making 
         cakes.  
          
         Evelyn:   So that was a substitute fo
          
         Veronica: Yes.  It was really good too. 
          
         Evelyn:   Was there any other ways that you could have used 

up?  Did you have any feasts with maple syrup partie         maple syr
          
         Veronica: Not that I know of.  Maybe they did i

 homes, or reserves, I don't know.  But that         or
         too, making the maple syrup. 
          
         Evelyn:   Was that a form of community get together? 
          
         Ve
         didn't have any of these maple trees on their land.  So they 
         would come to the ones, and they would help gather the syrup up
         and keep the fire going, and m

ow, waiting for the syrup t         kn
          
         Ev
         help your grandmother? 
          
         Veronica: Yes. 
          
         Evelyn:   And in exchange did they get anythi
         sy
          
         Veronica: Oh, they'd get



         would be another thing to be exchanged, would be the maple 
he beans.  Or even corn, and wheat also, they 

d wheat in the fields, they grew wheat. 

 How was your uncles involved in sharecropping?   

.  

pproach another 
f 

ey would share the profits of the crop.  And they would 

 

id 
had 
s 

 

ng 
at.  

 

s in later years.  Of course, he's 
ssed away now, but I mean that's what he did do, that was his 

 could one have?  

 

planting of the ground, working the ground.  I had 
other, I had a cousin that lived in Cape Croker and he was 

ed to go and see him, and visit him for a week or so.  And 

         syrup, besides t
         ha
          
         Evelyn:  
          
         Veronica: Well, they didn't.  They had their own land that 
         belonged to them and they would plant them and harvest them up
         And they wanted to do more than that, more than their own land 
         so it's called sharecropping.  They would a
         farmer on the reserve and ask them if they could use some o
         their land and they would sharecrop with them -- that means 
         th
         either get it in money, or get it in grain, or beans, or 
         whatever they were doing, you know, planting.  And that worked 
         out very good too, because my uncle would have the facilities 
         for plowing, disking, and planting, and weeding, and then the
         harvesting.  He would have, you know, things to do that, and 
         that would work out very well too.  Whereas the person they d
         approach, maybe the husband was dead, or something.  Or he 
         a job in a city nearby, and he didn't have time to work hi
         land.  So it worked out very well.  My one uncle, he used to 
         build houses for natives on the reserve, and that would go 
          
          
         through the council and the Indian Chief, of course.  And it 
         would pay not very much money for that house, but that was a 
         modern house that he built, he built the whole thing.  He put
         the plumbing in, and the roof, and everything, the bedrooms, 
         the living room, and everything.  And he did really good doi
         th
          
         Evelyn:   So he had actual put in, installed plumbing? 
          
         Veronica: Oh yes, install the plumbing and everything; 
         bathrooms, kitchens, the whole house, he'd do the whole house.
          

  All by himself?          Evelyn: 
          
         Veronica: Yes.  That was his job. 
          
         Evelyn:   So each man sort of had a function? 
          

ronica: Yes, they pretty well did.  This is in later years,          Ve
         this isn't long ago, this i
         pa
         job.  
          
         Evelyn:   So did, what other specific jobs that
          
         Veronica: Well, my one uncle he was working with the police, 
         the Mounties, and the provincial police for a while.  He didn't
         work at a, just for a few years he did.  But that was outside 
         of his 
         an
         chief up there for a while.  And he made out very good.  We 
         us



         then we'd go another, maybe a long weekend, we'd go up and see 

d 
got about the momentum of a train -- that doesn't stop 

 and it crushed him.  So his twin 
 notified him by wire, or long 

stance, I don't know.  He tried to get a plane to fly to 

- 
 the other one is more serious.   

elyn:   So you mentioned a while ago, disking.  What's 

f 
a 
 

it's plowed.  Sort 
y're spaced a 

 what 
it cuts up the big clumps of earth. 

.  

time when he 
s spreading manure and he lost, he lost the chain, or bolt, 
 something off it, and I could see from the house walking up 

use and he says, "Okay,  give me some tea," you know, always 
eld 

  

 

         him.  And I have a picture of him.  I'll try and get it for 
         you. 
          
         Evelyn:   What was his name? 
          
         Veronica: Norman Jones.  He was one of a twin, he was a twin. 
         There was two twins, one was Vernon and one was Norman.  And 
         one twin died, he was working in construction in Windsor.  An
         he for
         right away, it keeps going --
         was up in Cape Croker and they
         di
         Windsor.  He couldn't get a plane, so he ended up getting a 
         taxi all the way to Windsor from Cape Croker, and he made it 
         just too late to see his twin, before he died, and they 
         couldn't keep him alive any longer.  But the one that died was 
         the cheerful one, the cheerful twin; the other twin that 
         lived.... 
          
         Evelyn:   The chief? 
          
         Veronica: Yeah, he was the sad one, more serious, you know.  
         But they looked alike, those twins.  They did, they looked 
         alike, but just that one's personality was happy, happy-go
         lucky, and
          
         Ev
         disking?  
          
         Veronica: Disking is, they're round blades -- they look sort o

          like a frisbee.  Anyways they're all attached at the back of
         plow, or back of a tractor and you pull it along, and what it
         does is cut up the big clumps of earth after 

 disks them, cuts them into... I think the         of
         distance away.  And they go around and around.  And that's
         it does -- 
          
          
         Evelyn:   So as a child you had modern equipment like that? 
          
         Veronica: No, no, this was later on when my uncle was 
         sharecropping that he got this to do the work on the fields
         He used to attach it to the back of a tractor and go up and 
         down the rows in the field.  And I remember one 
         wa
         or
         and down the field.  He was so disgusted he came back to the 
         ho
         tea.  I said, "What were you walking up and down the fi
         for?"  "Oh," he says, "I lost your bolt," or chain, or 
         something.  I says, "What does it look like?"  So he told me.
         I says, "All right, you stay here," I says, "I'll go and find 
         it."  And I found it for him, but I had to walk through all 
         this manure.  (laughing)  But he was very happy I found it, you 

r         know, because he'd have to go to the town, I don't know how fa
         away, and get another one before... he couldn't finish the 



         field.  So that was, he was really happy about that.  And I 
         washed my feet quite often.  I don't think it would make me 
         grow, but it would make me smell.  (laughing) 
          
         Evelyn:   What kind of a modern conveniences did you have 
         during field cropping when you were a child?  Did you have 
         anything like tractors?  
          
         Veronica: They had a threshing machine, which was -- I don't 
         know who owned that.  Maybe it was a community that they all 
         chipped in and paid for this, farmers in the reserve.  But they 

ed to take it from one farm to another to do the threshing, 
re 
ws 

nding there so nice and neatly in a 
w.  (laughs)  I'll try and find that for you, and bring it, 
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         you see, and they all worked at it.  I think I have a pictu
         of that too, yes, of the threshing machine and all the fello
         that were working, all sta
         ro
          
          
         you can have a copy of it.  And that was, remember, they used 
         to use caps in those days.  My brother was a teenager in that 
         time, because I remember he was standing there.  I think he had
         a cap on -- oh, it would be in 1930s, 1930s.  It was nice, 
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