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         Evelyn:   That's what my parents said too, but that April 3, 
         1929 is what they have on my record.  I know my mother said 
         that I had an older sister that died and I didn't know if that 
         got all mixed up with...  



          
         David:    With your date.  
          
         Evelyn:   Yeah.  So I'm just going by that April 3, 1929.   
          
         David:    What was the village like on that island?  How many 
         houses were there, for instance?  
          
         Evelyn:   Gee, I can't remember.  About a dozen, more than a 
         dozen, I guess.  Something around that number.  We used to, we 
         lived there during the summertime.  And when our parents were 
         working or fishing, we used to have to get our water from 
         across because that island, there's no water on the island.  
          
         David:    Right.  
          
         Evelyn:   It was just (inaudible).  Our parents used to have to 
         either walk across or row across to the cannery.  
          
         David:    There was a boardwalk, was there?  
          

elyn:   There used to be a boardwalk there from the cannery 

vid:    Oh, I see.  

elyn:   But I don't remember it.  All I remember is...  

vid:    At this time were there still houses on Katit?  

uses 

. 

 time at Katit, then, as you were 

 not really, because all I can remember is when 

 

vid:    Oh, I see.  That would be past the second narrows?  

vid:    Yeah.  So you'd spend the winter up at Sheemahant?  

nd of houses were there?  

         Ev
         to the island and to the sawmill.  
          
         Da
          
         Ev
          
          
         Da
          

elyn:   Yeah, I can barely remember that.  There were ho         Ev
         there.  And I can't tell you much about that because I just 
         barely remember it myself.  And that was where people lived..
         after the canneries were closed and they started their food 
         fishing, drying the fish.   
          

vid:    Did you spend much         Da
         growing up?  
          

elyn:   No,         Ev
         they used to dry fish, that's where we were.  And then after 
         that we'd move up into the lake to Sheemahant.  And sometimes 
         we stayed at (name) and that was during trapping season.  If it
         got too cold we'd move out of Sheemahant down to (name) because 
         it would ice up in the lake, up at the top there.  
          
         Da
          

elyn:   Yeah.           Ev
          
         Da
          
         Evelyn:   Yeah.  
          

vid:    What ki         Da
          



         Evelyn:   I remember living in a smokehouse there, the last 

vid:    Is this the remains of the old smokehouse that's up 

elyn:   Yeah.  There's a shack there that my dad built way 

vid:    Oh, I see.  

elyn:   But the smokehouses are down.  It was on the upper 

vid:    Right.  

elyn:   Yeah.   

vid:    Could you describe what it looked like?  Did it have 

elyn:   No, that was, I guess it was more recent because 

wall 

elyn:   You could slide in panelling boards. 

vid:    Were the boards cedar planks?  

elyn:   Yeah.  And there was one, two, three, four bedrooms, 

our mother's aunt?  

elyn:   Yeah.  

ert Harry and Kitty.  Albert 

         winter I guess, that was there, or...  My grandparents lived 
         there with us and my aunt and her family.   
          
          
         Da
         there now?  It's on a little island across from the fisheries 
         cabin.  
          
         Ev
         after.  
          
         Da
          
         Ev
         side of the... where the shack is, you know, that cabin.  
          
         Da
          
         Evelyn:   It was on the upper side and that's the one we used 
         to live in.   
          
         David:    Was it a longhouse in a traditional style?  
          
         Ev
          
         Da
         any carvings or...  
          
         Ev
         there were no carvings.  It was built like the original 

e          smokehouses -- portable, you know.  You could take all th
         boards off, and the roof, and move it if you...  
          

vid:    I see.           Da
          
         Ev
          
          
         Da
          
         Ev
         like.  One was my father's -- my brother's father's bedroom -- 
         and the next one was my aunt's and her husband and family's 
         bedroom.  And then there was my dad's family's bedroom, and 
         then my mother's aunt's bedroom.  And that's the people that 
         I... that raised me, you know.  I used to stay with them all 
         the time.  
          

vid:    Y         Da
          
         Ev
          
         David:    What was her name?  
          

elyn:   Kitty.  That was Alb         Ev
         Harry, his name was (Indian).   



          
         David:    (Indian).  Just for the record, what was the name of 
         your aunt, and what would be the name of your father's parents?  

elyn:   Those weren't my father's parents, those were my 

vid:    Okay, and what are their names?  

vid:    Right.  

elyn:   And then his wife had died quite a few years before 

 always be with.  And then there was my father's sister -- 

n.  
my 

vid:    Where is Simon Jr., is he still alive today?  

vid:    I was wondering then what sort of activities would be 

- this 

r would that be, the hand logging, when he 

y around 1945 maybe, something around 
 

 

 

         They were all living in the same house.  
          
         Ev
         mother's.  
          
         Da
          
         Evelyn:   My mother's father was Tony (name).   
          
         Da
          
         Ev
         that, so there was just him.  And that's the one that Dan used 
          
          
         to
         her name was Victoria -- and she was married to Alfred 
         Thompson.  And it seems to me that they had four childre
         That's all I can remember.  And then there was our room, and 
         dad and my mother -- Simon and Lila.  And I had a half-brother 
         that was older than I am and he was Simon Jr.  And then there 
         was myself, Danny, and Willy and Percy. 
          
         Da
          

elyn:   No, he died quite a few years ago.            Ev
          
         Da
         going on in your winter location at the Sheemahant?  What would 
         your dad be busy doing during the winter, for instance?  
          

elyn:   Mostly trapping.  And quite a long time later -         Ev
         was after we got out of school -- then he was finally able to 
         get a hand logger's license.  And I think they only lasted one 
         year and then they had to buy a new one.  And you had to get a 
         stamping hammer.  And he tried hand logging each winter after 
         that, along with a little bit of trapping, because trapping by 
         then... the price for a fur was very low.  You couldn't even 
         make ends meet.   
          

vid:    What yea         Da
         started doing that?  
          

elyn:   Oh, probabl         Ev
         there.  And my brother, my oldest brother, used to work with
         him.  And whoever felt like it, I guess, (inaudible) and Jack 
         Johnson, and I can't remember who else.  However, when they 
         were trapping they used to go up to the different rivers that
          
          
         belonged to whoever staying with them at the time, and trap 
         along the river and along the lakeshore.  And each year after
         trapping is finished they'd just hang their traps up on a tree 
         that's, you know, dry looking and leave it there until the next 



         season.   
          
         David:    Did they used to get quite a few furs?  

elyn:   They used to buy fur in Dawson's or else they'd send 

vid:    Oh, I see.  

elyn:   To Hudson Bay and I forgot what these other, 
ther 

vid:    What sort of activities would the women in the house 

elyn:   Oh, mostly basket, mat-making and, oh, whatever has 

vid:    I see.  

elyn:   So I was gone nine months of the year and then 
 

in 

vid:    Yeah.  Was there... like in Olson's study we were 
 

elyn:   They must have done a little bit but they used to 
r 

e 

vid:    They used to burn it then?  

elyn:   Yeah, because it was, they were threatened that if 

vid:    So all of these threats by the Indian Agent and so on 

          
         Evelyn:   Not all that much.  It was mostly all marten, because 
         marten was mostly inland.  
          
         David:    Where would they sell the furs?  
          
         Ev
         it to Vancouver.  
          
         Da
          
         Ev
         Whitakers or something like that, I can't remember the o
         fur traders.  
          
         Da
         be doing during the winter?  
          
         Ev
         to be done by, you know, women's chores.  And I believe that my 
         grandmother used to make mats and baskets.  I can't remember 
         too much because I was away in the wintertime after I started 
         school.  
          
         Da
          
          
         Ev
         summertime comes along and then you have to live in a fish
         cannery.  And all you can do was babysit while your parents 
         work, so I can't talk too much about, you know, what went on 
         the winter.  
          
         Da
         talking about winter ceremonials.  When you were a child were
         they still practicing the feasts, and potlatches and the dance 
         series during the winter?  
          
         Ev
         hide all their stuff.  And if the Indian Agent or policeman o
         the minister, priest, or whoever it was came along, if they 
         happened to be doing it, doing some Indian dancing at the tim
         that they hear that the policeman is coming up the river, 

e.           they'd just pick up everything and just throw it in the fir
          
         Da
          
         Ev
         they were caught doing this that they'd be put in jail.  So 
         they either burned it or tried to hide it as fast as they 
         could, you know, like put it on the canoe and take it up in the 
         woods.  
          
         Da



         were effective.  Like they stopped, pretty well, people from 
         doing the dancing?  
          

elyn:   Oh yeah, i         Ev t was...  They just wouldn't allow them to.  

vid:    So in spite of this did some of the feasts then and 

elyn:   Very seldom later on, because the only time that they 

 

 you 

vid:    So they actually used to coordinate the time of the 

elyn:   Yeah.  

vid:    That must have been quite a feat to actually 

elyn:   Yeah, because the last one I remember it was given 

e me 

vid:    How old would you have been about?  

elyn:   Thirteen.  

irteen then?  

elyn:   Yeah.  

vid:    So been about 1943, '44?  

omewhere around there.  And 

vid:    Before we...  When you were staying up at the 
ther 

elyn:   There was usually just the people that lived in the 

         They threatened to send them to jail if they were caught doing 
         this.  
          
          
         Da
         so on, the dances, continue?  
          
         Ev
         were done was, like, in the summer when they knew that there 
         was no police or the Indian Agent, doctor, or minister.  Then 
         they went around at the certain place, then they might, you 
         know, the people all together might give a big potlatch.  You
         know, this people from along the coast, they'd all have a 
         potlatch all sort of at once and get it over with, so that,
         know, so that they didn't get caught.  
          
         Da
         potlatches so that to avoid being caught by the police and the 
         Indian Agent?  
          
         Ev
          
         Da
         coordinate all these.  
          
         Ev
         when I was thirteen years old and this was done at Kiltala.  
         And my grandfather, Albert Harry -- I used to call him my 
         grandfather, he was my mother's uncle by marriage -- he gav
         the name (Indian) at that time.  And there were quite a few 
         people that were, that participated in that feast.  
          
         Da
          
         Ev
          

vid:    You were th         Da
          
         Ev
          
         Da
          

elyn:   Yeah '44 or is '42, '44, s         Ev
         that's the last big potlatch that I saw.  And other times after 
         that was just like after death or... and they don't seem to go 
         into detail anymore.   
          
         Da
         Sheemahant, then, when you were a little girl, how many o
         families would be staying up at that end of the lake at that 
         time?  
          
         Ev



         house with us.  And a few times Benny and his family came.  
         Like Benny and my dad were always friends from the time they 
         were kids, I guess, and they sort of grew up together.  And he 

vid:    Where would the other people then be living?  

elyn:   I don't really know.  Oh, there was probably about 

d 

elyn:   Yeah, there was only a very few.  

vid:    ...people of the sixty year-old generation, eh?  

vid:    I see.  Could you possibly name the families and the 

  The Hanuses usually stayed at (name).  And some 
the 

vid:    I see.  How about the (name)?  Did anybody live up in 

elyn:   No, not by then.  They'd already by then moved out 

vid:    So then they...  They had site at the very hill at 

vid:    Would, were all the men, like your father's age, were 

elyn:   Yeah, fishing.  And I guess before that, too, some of 

g 

         was sort of adopted into my father's family.  
          
         Da
          
         Evelyn:   (Name), and (name), and (name).  By then there was 
         hardly any people already.  
          
         David:    What would the total population be about then?  
          
         Ev
         half a dozen old people, I guess.  And the rest were, you know, 
         my dad's age and there was hardly any of them either.  There 
         was about... there was Dave, Benny and Henry, Roy, Jack, Alfre
         and my dad and two of my grandfathers. 
          
          
         David:    So there were very few... 
          
         Ev
          
         Da
          
         Evelyn:   Yeah.  
          
         Da
         locations they were at during the winter?  Who would be at what 
         place?  
          

elyn:          Ev
         stayed at (name); Chamberlains they stayed at (name).  And 
         Johnsons they stayed at (name).  And the Walkers and Thompsons, 
         (name) Thomas and Albert Harry stayed at Sheemahant.  
          
         Da
         there?  
          
         Ev
         to, away from the other rivers.   
          
         Da
         the Inlet by R.I.C.  There's a place where everybody would go 
         in the summer when the canneries were open, eh?  
          

elyn:   Yeah.           Ev
          
         Da
         they engaged in commercial fishing then?  
          
          
         Ev
         them used to work in the sawmill.  I don't know, I'm not too 
         sure of that, if they were, if that sawmill was still operatin
         when they were that young.  
          



         David:    Who owned the sawmill?  

elyn:   I can't remember who it was.  Danny tried to tell me.  

vid:    And would the women all work in the canneries then?  

vid:    Did your mother work in the cannery?  

elyn:   Yeah.  

nd 

vid:    How long would it have been when you went to Kiltala? 

elyn:   I don't know.   

been before going away to school?  

elyn:   Could have been.  Maybe before or just after I started 

vid:    Can you remember what kind of boat your dad was 

elyn:   He probably started off with a skiff and then a gas 

vid:    Did the other men, from up the lake and so on, what 

elyn:   Oh, they probably all started off with a skiff and 

vid:    Right, just saved rowing, eh? 

. 

vid:    Were they very successful at commercial fishing?  

e 

          
         Ev
         Dorothy might still remember.  
          
         Da
          
         Evelyn:   Yeah.  
          
         Da
          
         Ev
          
         David:    Which canneries would the women from Oowekeeno work 
         in?  All over or just one cannery?  
          
         Evelyn:   They used to work in the Inlet, R.I.C., that's B.C. 
         Packers.  I don't know if it was B.C. Packers then, it must 
         have been.  And then later on we moved to Kiltala Cannery.  A
         I barely remember that in operation -- I don't remember the one 
         in R.I.C. in operation, but it was a fish camp by the time I 
         remember.  But I remembered a little bit of Kiltala Island 
         Cannery being in operation for canning fish.  
          
         Da
          
         Ev
          

vid:    This would have          Da
          
         Ev
         school.  
          
         Da
         fishing in?  Was it a gas boat?  
          
         Ev
         boat.   
          
         Da
         kind of boats did they have?  
          
         Ev
         then if they made enough money then they probably got a gas 
         boat.  And those gas boats were hardly any bigger than the 
         skiffs that they used to use.  
          
         Da
          

elyn:   They just saved you some money         Ev
          
         Da
          
         Evelyn:   It seems to me they were, because I remember my 
         grandfather having a big roll of money all the time.  And h
         saved that for potlatching time most of the time.  But he 
         always had money so he must have been fairly successful.  



          
         David:    So that the trapping in the winter would be just sort 
         of supplementary income.  It wasn't the main thing?  
          
         Evelyn:   Not...   
          
         David:    Can you maybe give me an explaination for why there 

elyn:   It's just that... I can't really tell you that 

y 

elyn:   Pretty well, except for a lot of these berry drying 

at 

vid:    So people were at this... when you were growing up, 

elyn:   Yeah.  

vid:    And the things like rice, and flour, and so on.   

elyn:   Yeah.  

ondering what use of the mouth of the Inlet 

elyn:   They had to go further out, and if they went after 

 

r. 

         are so few fishing boats now coming out of Oowekeeno Village?  
         And at one time, obviously, everybody was a commercial 
         fisherman.  What's happened then?  
          
         Ev
         because it seems to me that people have gone into logging 
         rather than fishing.  And when my brother and my dad were still 
         fishing they never ever got enough.  The company was always...  
         They were always in the red with the company because they could 
         never catch enough fish to pay up for, you know, the net that 
         they had gotten for the season, or the groceries that they 
         used, and gas, and everything to run the boat.  It was hardl
         any use going fishing if you're going to end up having to give 
         it all to the company for...  
          
         David:    Yeah.  All this time, of course, food fishing and 
         then traditional foods were still...  Were they still a big 
         part of your diet?  
          
         Ev
         -- picking berries and drying it.  That was already done with 
         and it wasn't being done anymore.  So there's just canning by 
         then, canning fish, smoking fish, drying fish.  And by then 
         everything was just pretty well what you got in the store, th
         you buy in the store.  
          
         Da
         still, had already become used to buying store-bought food?  
          
          
         Ev
          
         Da
          
         Ev
          

vid:    I was w         Da
         was made by the Oowekeeno people.  Did they go out there for 
         food very much?  For clams or for mussels or seals? 
          
         Ev
         seals they could get it up at the lake over at Kiltala.  So 
         they got all their shell food from further out.  And probably
         some crab fishing if they did much.  I don't think they did 
         much crab fishing.  You can get that at the mouth of the rive
          
         David:    I was wondering if the families had specific fishing 
         spots that were theirs, like in the channel right at the mouth 
         of the Inlet, or between, you know, Calvert Island out in Fitz 
         Hugh Sound?  Were there specific places that belonged to 



         specific families or did everybody just fish in the general 

   I think everybody used to fish in general areas, but 

elyn:   It was recognized by all other people, because they 

vid:    So the people from Bella Bella would recognize that 

elyn:   Yeah.  

vid:    Oh dear.  How old were you when you started going to 

elyn:   I can't remember because Agnes said she figured I was 

m 

vid:    Where abouts was the school that you first went to?  

elyn:   Alert Bay.  That's the residential school.  

bout age 

.  And Chris said I didn't attend school for at 

vid:    You sort of hung around.  

 barely remember when I 
rs 

vid:    The language barrier, I guess you'd call it, was a 

elyn:   In the beginning, yeah, it was.  Some people, like 

he 

vid:    I was just wondering if you could tell me a bit more 

         area?  
          

elyn:         Ev
         you stayed within your own, what do you call it, your own 
         people's borderline.  
          
         David:    Was this terrritory recognized by the other people?  
          
         Ev
         had their own territories and...  
          
         Da
         tribal territory?  
          
         Ev
          
         Da
         school?  
          
         Ev
         about five years old.  And she said that I never spoke a word 
         of English.  I didn't even understand anything in English.  I 
         was forever crying because I didn't know what people were 
         saying to me and I didn't know why they wouldn't give me ja
         and it was grease in a jam can.  All kinds of stuff. 
          
         Da
          
         Ev
          

vid:    So you were sent away from your parents at a         Da
         five or six?  
          

elyn:   Yeah         Ev
         least two years.  I just sort of was, I don't know, mascot. 
         (laughs)  
          
         Da
          

elyn:   I just hung around.  And I         Ev
         started grade one.  Did most of the... just wash and paste ja
         and stuff like that while the other kids were doing written 
         work.   
          
         Da
         problem then, eh?  
          
          
         Ev
         the people from around Alert Bay, and I could, you know, it 
         didn't take too long to pick up what they were saying.  But t
         people from up (name) up around the north area, I didn't 
         understand them.  So that was, you know, like everybody had 
         that kind of problem.   
          
         Da



         about some of the difficulties over the... surrounding the 
         language.  Did the teachers...? 
          

elyn:   We were restricted to          Ev speak our language after, 

vid:    Did they prohibit you speaking in Indian?  

elyn:   Well, they said they would.  But I guess they did to 

l 

vid:    I was going to ask you, what subjects were you taught?  

elyn:   Well, the three "Rs" I guess.  

vid:    Were you taught any special skills like home 

elyn:   During the wartime, yeah.  We had to learn how to 

 

wn 

  

vid:    Were you paid for this at all? 

       Evelyn:   Not that I know of, never saw...  Just like my father 
ew.  All I can remember is my father would give me about $20 

         because...  Like we had to learn English and just speak English 
         and how can you do that when you don't even know the language?  
         So it was really frustrating to a lot of the kids. 
          
         Da
          
         Evelyn:   Yeah.  The only time we spoke Indian was when we were 
         out on the playground, you know, away from any of the staff.  
          
         David:    How did they enforce this rule about not speaking 
         Indian?  Would they punish you if they caught you speaking 
         Indian?  
          
         Ev
         some but to me, I don't remember.  I got stood in the corner a 
         few times.  They, I think they pretty well understood, you 
         know, that the older ones can speak to the younger ones unti
         they, you know, could speak English.  But other times you had 
         to do the best you can in speaking English.   
          
         Da
          
          
         Ev
          
         Da
         economics?  
          
         Ev
         knit for the armed forces.  And the older girls they did the 
         cooking for the school, and the boys did the farming.  And the
         younger... they did all the dormitory work, making beds and 
         housekeeping part of it.  And each person had to make their o
         bed each morning.  And we had laundry there where the girls did 
         the laundry, ironing and washing.  And the boys ran some of the 
         machines; they had a manual training shop for the boys for 

ad          woodwork and little bit of machinery.  And at this time we h
         to go to school just half a day and the other half we worked.   
          

vid:    So you did a lot of work just maintaining the school          Da
         basically, eh?  
          

elyn:   Yeah.          Ev
          
         Da
          
  
         kn
         and that would... 
          
          

ND OF SIDE A)          (E
          



          
         (SIDE B) 

avid:    This school, like, it was run by the Anglican Church, 
ght?  

vid:    What sort of religious instruction did they give you? 

vid:    Did you have any conflict between, well, the beliefs 
 teaching 

u?   

y grandparents and my father and them, they used to 
lk about when the first church came to Rivers Inlet... was a 

ou know, 
.  They 

ought that, you know, what we did, all our Indian dancing and 

elyn:   My mother got sick and she had to be... and so my dad 
that strict 
ome very badly 

 
ve 

  
 a 

          
         D
         is that ri
          
         Evelyn:   Yes. 
          
         Da
          
         Evelyn:   I guess the usual Anglican instructions. 
          
         Da
         of your parents, say, and the beliefs that they were
         yo
          
         Evelyn:   I can't remember too much about that, but as much as 
         I know m
         ta
         Catholic church.  And they didn't want to have anything to do 
         with it.  They wanted to continue their own.  And then they 
         tried to set up a Catholic school there and I guess that didn't 
         work out too well with their own beliefs.  
          
         David:    So there was an attempt to set up a Catholic Church.  
         Where would this be, at R.I.C.? 
          
         Evelyn:   Yeah, and they said that the school got burned down 
         and... 
          
         David:    This would be, what, before you were born? 
          
          
         Evelyn:   Yeah.  They were determined to change our, y

r own Indian beliefs into the beliefs of the Church         ou
         th
         potlatching, was all heathen, so they did everything they could 
         to stop it.   
          
         David:    How many years did you stay at the residential school 
         then? 
          
         Evelyn:   I left there when I was about twelve and a half years 

'd just gotten into grade six by then.          old.  I
          
         David:    And what did you go on to do then? 
          
         Ev
         sent for me.  It seemed like they weren't all 

out, you know, like if you were needed at h         ab
         then your parents could take you home.  so my dad sent for me 
         when I was about... when my mother got sick... and that was
         when I was about twelve and a half years old and I had to lea
         school.  And I never did get back to school because at that 
         time, when you'd become sixteen, you can't go back to school.
         You'd graduate from whatever grade you were in and there was
         few that made it to grade seven.  So I never did get back to 



         school.  My youngest brother, Percy, he was just going into 
         school and I was sixteen, so... 
          
         David:    So you came home to, what, to help out with the 
         house?   
          
         Evelyn:   Yes. 

vid:    Where did you come home to?  What part of Rivers were 
en? 

elyn:   Right at the river, at (name). 

resent village is now? 

go to the fish 
nneries.   

 to Kiltala.  And later on the last cannery that 
there when I was 
t I guess they knew 

       that I was lying because I...  Anyway, I worked there for a 

 
r... I was married by then.  I 
 got married and I worked there 

rried.  I just... 

opens.  
round, 

 we stayed there pretty well all year round.  And when his 
eduction plant was 
And when the cannery 

elyn:   I washed fish for a short while and then they figured 

          
          
         Da
         you living in th
          
         Ev
          
         David:    Where the p
          
         Evelyn:   Yes, and each summer we used to 
         ca
          
         David:    You still moved down to R.I.C.? 
          
         Evelyn:   Yes,
         was operating was Goose Bay, and I worked 
         about fourteen.  And I lied about my age bu
  
         year and then we moved to Namu. 
          
         David:    How long did you stay at Namu? 
          
         Evelyn:   Well, my dad stayed there until after... quite some
         time after... a couple years afte

s still living in Namu after I         wa
         from there on. 
          
         David:    So your stay in Namu, was that full-time, like all 
         year round?  Or did you keep going back to Oowekeeno? 
          

never went back to Oowekeno after I got          Evelyn:   No, I 
         ma
          
         David:    What age did you get married at? 
          
         Evelyn:   Seventeen.  And each summer, like, the cannery 

b -- like that was almost all year          But Marshall got a jo
         so
         job was finished, you know, like after the r

er, then we'd move here to Bella Bella.           ov
         started again, we'd move back there. 
          
         David:    You were working in the cannery all this time, were 
         you?   
          
         Evelyn:   Yeah. 
          
         David:    What sort of work were you doing there? 
          
         Ev



         it was too hard for me because I was too small for all that 
ter where I 
hines to go 
e runway.  

e can was put on there and 
lled.  And then the lid was 

t on and it went through the cookery and went into the 

 

 
Goose Bay they did have Chinese people working.   

mu? 

vid:    Was there any difference between the wages that 

id, 
ent 

the 
ece work?   

0  an hour or something like 
at.  And then, later on, the longer I stayed in the reform 

 

l, we had to live with my in-laws for a while.  It 
s always cramped quarters.  And even when we did have our own 

m and then you had to try to fit all your beds into 
om for the kids.  It was always cramped.  And the 

         heavy work.  So they moved me up to the cannery af
         just had to watch the cans as they come off the mac

wnstairs, to see that they don't get stuck on th         do
         And later on I got to work on the reform line where they make 
         cans, you know, reform the cans. 
          
         David:    Who were making the cans? 
          
         Evelyn:   They were shipped up flat and then they were formed 
         at the cannery.  The bottom of th
         then it went downstairs and got fi
         pu
         pantry.   
          
         David:    They didn't have Chinese people working there to make
         the cans?   
          
         Evelyn:   Not when I went to work in Namu.  But when I was
         working in 
          
         David:    What sort of wages were you getting when you were 
         working in Na
          
         Evelyn:   I can't remember.  It wasn't very much, anyway. 
          
         Da
         Indian women got and, say, white women?  Or was everybody 

ame?          getting much the s
          
         Evelyn:   I guess there was a difference but I never ever d

u know, ask around.  They just said that for each differ         yo
         job there was a different wage. 
          

ou getting paid by the hour or by          David:    I see.  Were y
         pi
          
         Evelyn:   I can't remember but I think it was mostly hourly 
         wages.  I remember making about 5
         th
         loft, then I was making 97 , maybe 98 .  I thought that was 
         good money. 
          
         David:    What was life like at Namu?  Was it a good place to
         live?  Did you have your own house, or what was the situation 
         there?   
          
         Evelyn:   Wel
         wa
         house it was just a two-room house.  There's the kitchen and 
          
         the bedroo

e bedro         th
         bigger families, like people with about eight kids, maybe they 
         would get a three-room house.  But even for them it was always 
         cramped quarters.   
          



         David:    How did everybody get along in Namu, all the 
         different workers?  There must have been quite a mixture of 
         people from all over.  
          
         Evelyn:   It wasn't all that much of a mixture.  Mostly from 

mu, and Kitimat people.  And a few from Rivers Inlet.  And 
le, 

rt of the coast.  There'd be about a 
zen of them come down and work at the cannery.  It seemed 

I 
y 

 talk my language to.  
d I was afraid to start speaking this language because I 

ak is a 
ttle bit different.  They've got two high tones and sometimes 

om 

vid:    Oh, I see.  By going through (name). 

n 

ttle over eighteen 
ly strict then.  Like, 

ed to get out of bed, you weren't allowed to 
 anything for yourself.  And I just felt like a prisoner, you 

hing for 
urself.  And you're forever being balled out for something 

o 

         Na
         during the busy part of the season they'd hire some peop
         some girls, from up the (name) area.  The (name) area or 
         somewhere around that pa
         do
         that it wasn't too bad.  Once you got to know each other and 
         got to make friends, it was all right. 
          
         David:    When did you make the move to Bella Bella? 
          
         Evelyn:   After I got married, or just before I got married, 
         moved here.  Marshall brought me here and I didn't know anybod
         here.  I just felt so alone -- nobody to
         An
         didn't know exactly when... You know, the way they spe
         li
         three high tones.  And when I tried to speak to my mother-in- 
         law, my sister-in-law -- Mary -- she was always criticizing me; 
         that I wasn't speaking it properly.  So I just quit.  And after 
         I went to the hospital I learned some more from the girls fr
         (name).  They spoke their language all the time and it's 
          
          
         pretty much like Bella Bella.  But, you know, I had nobody to 
         speak to so I got along really good with them and learned to 
         speak their language.  And that's how I learned to speak Bella 
         Bella. 
          
         Da
          
         Evelyn:   Yeah.  And I spent about five years out of my life i
         Nanaimo.  Three and a half years the first time and about 

wo months the second time.          twenty-t
          
         David:    Was this in the T.B. hospital? 
          
         Evelyn:   Yeah. 
          

were in Nanaimo?          David:    How old were you when you 
          
         Evelyn:   I must have been about, oh, a li

en I first went there.  And it was real         wh
         you weren't allow
         do
         know.  You get so frustrated because you can't do anyt
         yo
         that you've done that's strenuous.  Like going and looking int
         your cupboard for something and you had to stretch way down 
         because the beds were so high.  And your (inaudible) at the top 
         of your table is the height as the bed.  They used to tell us, 
         "You can't do anything to strain yourself."  And at the same 
         time they were telling you to be happy and have a happy 



         attitude about everything.  And it was so hard to do so because 
         you needed to do something to kind of fill in the gaps because 
         you can't just lay there, day in and day out, and not do 
         anything at all. 
          
         David:    Did they not attempt to teach you anything or to...?   

inds 
ly those that had a negative sputum -- 

ile they make your bed.  And in about a month they'll extend 

, 
 

, 
 I'm 

ed and why I feel this way.  So I wrote him a long 
planation and he took me to his office and I had a long talk 

 

t 

vid:    What year was that, about?  In the fifties now? 

down 
 Rivers for about a year and then, when I came back, I 

for a 
 long -- six months -- and then I 
 I worked there for five years 
month.  And then they needed 

          
         Evelyn:   This happened the second time I was in.  And then 
         they were starting to teach hobbies, you know, different k
         of crafts.  And on
         cultured sputum -- were allowed to get out of bed and that's 
         just for a short time to begin with.  Maybe fifteen minutes 
         wh
         that to about half an hour and then to an hour.  Then an hour 
         and a half to two hours was the most you were allowed out of 
         bed before you finally go home.  And by the time, you know
         just for the two hours was the most and then you go and you're
         not used to being on your feet and anything like that.  So 
         you're still so tired and you're not used to being up and 
         around.   
          
         And I remember I got so frustrated one time I just burst out 
         crying.  I just blew my top at everybody that came in.  And I 
         was told that I'd have to go and see the doctor the next day
         so I thought I'd better write him a letter and tell him why
         so frustrat
         ex
         with him.  And this was when I was already up and around.  And
         it was about three months after I'd left the hospital that 
         second time I'd been in when they finally allowed patients to, 
         you know, be up for half a day.  And then they were allowed to 
         go downtown to go and do a little bit of shopping, like for 
         shoes or, you know...  They'd get a ride downtown to go to a 
         store and then back to the hospital.  And some later on were 

't          allowed to go and visit their families.  And by then it wasn
         too strict anymore.  But when I was there it was just terrible, 
         you know.  You just felt like a real prisoner, you know. 
          
          
         David:    How long after you moved to Bella Bella did you star
         working in the hospital here? 
          
         Evelyn:   Just before Namu shut down, the cannery. 
          
         Da
          

, or something like that.          Evelyn:   About seven years ago
          
         David:    Oh, in the sixties? 
          
         Evelyn:   Yeah.  And I stayed home for a year.  And I went 
         to
         applied for a job in the hospital and got a part-time job 
         while.  And then it wasn't too
         finally got a full-time job and

 the hospital, short of one          at
         somebody to work at the culture centre on the language.  



         Somebody that knew the language and spoke it and would be 
         willing to learn how to write it and be an assistant to the 
         linguist in translating and all this.  And that's how I got my 
         job.  I was told it was only going to last for three months at 
         the most and it ended up a year by the time I was told that it 

ad never 
ppened it would have just died, you know.  Like it's still... 

ive here.  And so the sooner we get all 

 
ey were done, how they were done, when they were done and how 

t 

go 
ady 

ot 

 

 

elyn:   It's really hard to say because a lot of the parents 
 

eak, 

         will probably take, oh, maybe fifteen to fifty years. 
          
         David:    Yes, it's quite a big undertaking.  How do you feel 
         now about working on the language that was sort of forcibly 
         denied you as a child? 
          
         Evelyn:   I feel really good about it because if this h
         ha
         you know... We can still pick up things because there's old 
          
         people that are still al
         these words and meanings and...  There's so much to do yet.  
         There's all these potlatching terms and the dances and the 
         reason for it and all these different kinds of things.  They 
         have to be done now while we still can ask somebody about why
         th
         to go about doing them.  And it's really important to do it 
         now.  Otherwise quite a few of the older people, they've 
         forgotten some of it already.  And it's really something tha
         needs to be done right away.  And it's hard to find enough 
         people to do it.  And I'm really glad that this language is 
         getting done so that it won't be just, you know, dead and gone.  
         Because my parents, my father especially, like he started to 

re         school and went up to grade two.  And by then they were al
         brainwashing them of, you know, not speaking your language.  
         And so when I went to school it was really...  I was really 
         brainwashed not to speak my language at all, so that I just g
         so used to it, you know, that I wouldn't even speak it to my 
         children.  The only time I ever spoke it was to the elders or 
         to my father.  Most of the time I spoke English to my father 
         but when I felt like, you know, he might not understand my 
         English terms then I'd have to speak my language to him.  
         Otherwise I just spoke English all the time.  And even now I 
         don't speak my own language to my own people.  Like, you know,
         to Minnie and Janet and Agnes and Pete.  We speak the English 
         language more than...  Just once in a while I'll speak the 
         language to them, just for practice, I guess. 
          
         David:    Do you see, then, a possibility of the language 
         coming back?  That children and parents will actually start 
         speaking that way to each other?  Is that a possibility, do you
         think?   
          
         Ev
         now are so brainwashed to speak English that they, a lot of
         them don't even speak the language.  They can say a few 
         sentences but...  And some of them know quite a few words but 

 speak it.  There's the odd ones that have lived with          they can't
         older people quite a lot that will speak it only to them.  Not 
         like some of the people that speak the language -- they won't 
         speak it to me.  But if they had to speak it to some elderly 
         person, like their grandmother or some in-law, they'll sp



         you know, just a few words to them, just what's necessary to be 

 

g 

wondering if we could go back then, 
ain, to your early days and discuss some of the things we've 

e "septs"(?) of the Oowekeeno people? 

r and 
ere's Bear in there somewhere.  But I never really got to 

hey were still alive because that was so vague to 
, after having gone to school and been away most of the time.  

...  

 
e help of some of the people from my father's father's side 

e 
 

e other side of my father's side is in (name), Sheemahant, 
ere's...  And that's as far as I can trace.  

t Pete knows some, but mostly his own.  So there's really 

         said, they'll say it.  But otherwise they won't speak it.  And 
         it'll be really nice if they could get to understand, you know, 
         how much it's needed for them to speak the language continually
         in order for their kids to become interested in speaking and 
         learning it.   
          
         David:    Right, yeah. 
          
         Evelyn:   And so I guess it would be good if we could work on 
         them as well as while we're working on the children in teachin
         them to speak. 
          
         David:    Right.  I was 
         ag
         been talking about with Olson.  Let's see what you can recall 
         of...  Well, let's begin, like, what is your understanding of 
         the clans, or th
          
         Evelyn:   I couldn't understand, you know, the English term.  
         Which was which and what's the difference between them because 
         all I know is that I had to learn my family's history, their 
         background, and where they originated from.  So I guess that 
         ties in with what is called "sept"(?) and crest and... 
          
         David:    What "sept"(?) was it?  What was the crest for your 
         family?   
          
         Evelyn:   My father's was Raven, and there's Killer Whale, 
         Copper.  And in my mother's side there's Eagle and Coppe
         th
         talk to them much because by then I wasn't interested at that 
         time when t
         me
         So when I came home they were always working and I was never
         There was never that much time to talk and get to understand 
         this.  All I know, I was just told the stories of their 
         heritage and that I should always remember it and keep it in 
         mind.  Who I was and where I came from and who I came from. 
          
         David:    Can you trace those stories now?  Could you recall 
         them?  Could you go back through your lineage and make all 
         those connections?   
          
         Evelyn:   I could try and I could do a little bit, but I need
         th
         of the family and they're down in the (name).  They're from th
         (name) and so from that side I could trace it, through them.
          

vid:    I see.          Da
          
         Evelyn:   And from my mother's side there's nobody really to 
         trace it from but I know a few of the things.  That they were 
         from Sheemahant, that's my mother's side of the family.  And 
         th
         (name) and then th
         Bu



         nobody I can check it out with. 
          
         David:    I was wondering if you could just give us what your 
         own recall is of it. You know, your own version of it.  Then 
         perhaps I can check it out with other people as I go along.  Do 
         you want to stop and think about it a bit?  So in the case of 

ou were saying that a boy 

at it is.  Yeah, (Indian), I think 
 was.  And with me, I was given my father's. 

..? 

elyn:   And you could...  Copper.  And there's some of the 

them was Raven 
 well, but I can't remember which. 

vid:    When would you get this, at a certain age, at a 

ver home.  And when I was 

ow, 
were doing.  

       that there was a potlatch at Kiltala at which you were given a 

... when a child is born you give him a child's name. 

p in a certain "sept"(?) then? 

 we 
rent 

you 
f this happening when 

         membership in a "sept"(?), say, y
         could take his mother's "sept"(?)? 
          
         Evelyn:   Danny took his mother's "sept"(?) and that came 
         through my mother's father.  And she was the only daughter so 
         she took her father's "sept"(?). 
          
         David:    Which was the...? 
          
         Evelyn:   Eagle. 
          
         David:    Is that (Indian)? 
          
         Evelyn:   I can't remember wh
         it
          
         David:    I see.  Which was.
          
         Ev
         boys got the whole.  And two of the boys, I think, Percy and 
         (name), they got the Whale.  I know that one of 
         as
          
         Da
         certain feast, or...? 
          
         Evelyn:   It must have been at certain feasts.  I never paid 
         any attention to them because I was ne
          
         home I didn't understand all this because it was so, you kn
         vague to me, what they 
          
         David:    Well, you mentioned at the beginning of this tape 
  
         name.   
          
         Evelyn:   Yeah, I was given one before that, when I was still 

tlatches for a child when          very young.  So they probably gave po
         it
          
         David:    And that first name would probably give you your 
         membershi
          
         Evelyn:   Yeah. 
          
         David:    I see.  I was wondering also about the...  Like

re discussing this morning about the dances, the diffe         we
         types of dances, that there were two dance series.  What do 
         recall about the dances?  Was there any o

u were growing up at all?          yo
          



         Evelyn:   I just barely remember anything about it.  All I 
 

what the rest were. 

hen 
was about twelve and a half, thirteen years old, yeah.  And 

ou know.  That was a big 
blic dance that was done.  And even that one wasn't the way 

ep 

literal, or English, meaning for your 
me?   

elyn:   It's a whale surfacing.  You know, a whale, any fish, 

vid:    Right, like (Indian) when they come up? 

of 
s a meanning to surface at the point of a place. 

g was the 
e the island?  

 rings on 

ND OF SIDE B) 

E # 

E. WINDSOR 3   170      8,9 
                    

         remember is having seen people dancing, but I didn't know what
         it was all about and what they were and...  I know that I 
         remember something about the Hamatsa.  And that's all I 
         remember.  The rest were just, you know, something very foggy 
         and I can't... I didn't know 
          
         David:    But you, yourself, know some of the dances, eh? 
          
         Evelyn:   Only by being taught. 
          
         David:    Where were you taught?  Like who taught you, and who 
         danced any at a feast? 
          
         Evelyn:   I did once.  That's the one I danced at Kiltala w
         I 
         that's the only one I remember, y
         pu
         it was, you know, years back.  It was just short bits of things 
         that had to be done. 
          
         David:    And get it over with. 
          
         Evelyn:   Yeah.  But they were already not following the st
         by step. 
          
         David:    What is the 
         na
          
         Ev
         when they surface. 
          
         Da
          

 Yeah.  And the end part of that (Indian), it sort          Evelyn:  
         ha
          
         David:    Yeah. 
          
         Evelyn:   The only totem pole that I remember seein

e that use to be at (name).  You know, just abov         on
         And it was of a man wearing these hats, these hats with the 
         rings on them.  And it seems to me it had about four

ere and...          th
          
         (E
         (END OF TAPE)     
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