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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - John Breretton, born 1887, Washatanow Reserve.  Moved to 
         Saddle Lake Reserve at age 6 or 7 when several reserves 
         amalgamated.   
         - Describes amalgamation of Washatanow, Blue Quills and Saddle 
         Lake Reserves.  How and why this took place. 
          
         Dick:  What is your name and age? 
          
         John:  My name is John Breretton.  I'll be 88 years old on the 
         20th of March.  But I'm not very old. 
          
         Dick:  Can you tell us your understanding of the treaty and how 
         the Indians understood it? 
          
         John:  I can't tell you very much about the treaty.  I only 
         know of what happened after the treaty, how we were treated 
         during that time.  Long ago we were looked after by agents, the 
         Indians didn't know anything about how the white man lived.  
         They only knew their own way of life which was hunting and 
         trapping in the bush.  When I was young we lived on a reserve 
         at Washatanow.  My grandfather was the chief; his name was Bear 
         Ears.  The Indian agents who were looking after us got tired of 
         travelling to the many small reserves.  So they made one 
         reserve here at Saddle Lake.  They put the four reserves 
         together.  We would like to have our reserve back; the same 
         happened to him (Julian Moses).  They had a reserve at St. 



         Paul. We would like to have our reserves back because our 
         population has increased, the children are growing and we are 
         now overcrowded.  Our reserve at Washatanow was transferred 
         here by the agent; he kept after us to move here.  The old 
         people refused to move here.  My son has the papers which show 
         how we were moved here.  The old people didn't want to come 
         here.  Our reserve was four by seven miles.  When the agent 
         failed to make the Indian move, he went there and took all the 
         cattle from the Indians.  They also took some of the 
         implements.  It is the government people who were ruining the 
         reserves.  The Indians at Washatanow were too small in number 
         to be able to do anything about it.  One of our headmen 
         followed the agent when they were moving the cattle.  But the 
         agent fought with him. 
          
         Dick:  Who was that man? 
          
         John:  He was old man Crier.  Bear Ears was already dead.  The 
         agent even took the guns away from the Indians.  The cattle were 
         brought here to Saddle Lake.  The Indians won't come to Saddle 
         Lake so he invited the people to come to Saddle Lake.  He 
         promised them wagons, harness and some hay mowers.  The wagons 
         were the Red River carts.  So finally the Indians made the 
         move.  The reserves were not amalgamated yet, our reserve was 
         called Cash Lake; Blue Quills was on the west side.  I told my 
         children that I was getting old and they should look into our 
         reserve or do something about it.  Young people are growing and 
         are having families, we are overcrowded.  There has been a lot 
         of wrongdoing with the Indian agent.  I think the young people 
          
         should try and get the reserve back.  The agent paid the old 
         man after he beat him, he paid him $35.00 to keep quiet.  That 
         is how we were cheated with our reserve. 
          
         Dick:  What was the agent's name? 
          
         John:  I don't remember but it would not be hard to find. 
          
         Dick:  Were you born on that reserve? 
          
         John:  Yes, I was born at Washatanow. 
          
         Dick:  How about your parents? 
          
         John:  Yes, they were born there too.  That is how come we are 
         here, through the dishonesty of the agent.  He was too lazy to 
         travel to the reserves.  It made it easier for them to look 
         after the people with one reserve.  That is why they 
         amalgamated the reserves.  Blue Quill had a reserve too. It is 
         through lies and dishonesty of the agent that we are here 
         today.  There were only a few people at Saddle Lake originally.  
         And today's leaders don't consult the people when they are 
         doing business.  There is a lot to say about the reserves but I 
         can only speak of our reserves at Washatanow. 
          
         Dick:  Was it difficult for the Indian to make a living when 
         you were a young man? 



          
         John:  It was a good way of life; there were no white men and 
         farmers.  The Indians hunted and trapped; there were plenty of 
         the fur-bearing animals.  We would have been well off today.  I 
         try to encourage my kids to look into the matter. 
          
         Dick:  Did anybody ever look into that business? 
          
         John:  I checked into it, my children also checked.  Now we are 
         told that four bands are amalgamated, but I never knew of it 
         myself.  That is what happened to these people (Julian Moses). 
         The agent didn't want to look after them at St. Paul so they 
         made them move to Saddle Lake.  That was the Blue Quill 
         Reserve. My boy has all the papers and maps.  Our reserve was 
         taken away from us.  I saw how the agents treated the Indians 
         with the reserves.  The Indians didn't know anything and they 
         couldn't defend themselves.   
          
         Dick:  Was the land sold after you people moved away from it? 
          
         John:  Yes, it was sold after.  Ukrainians live there now. 
          
         Dick:  Thank you for talking to me. 
          
         (End of Tape) 
          
         (End of Interview)     
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