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         - Account of a wolf killing the pet dog when she was a child.   
         Evelyn:   The following is an interview with Rachel Robinson of 
         Constance Lake.  The interview is being conducted in the 
         Golding Room at 315 Dundas Street East on July 19, 1983, by 
         Evelyn Sit. 
          
          
         Evelyn:   When and where were you born? 
          
         Rachel:   I was born in James Bay, at Fort Albany.   
          
         Evelyn:   Do you have a Indian name? 
          
         Rachel:   Yes.  They used to call me Laga, because my parents 
         couldn't pronounce Rachel to other people, what my real name 
         was.  
          
         Evelyn:   How big was your family? 
          
         Rachel:   Oh, we had about ten, but two are gone when I was 
         small.  But now there's about eight of us still living. 



          
         Evelyn:   What are their names? 
          
         Rachel:   I start from the oldest; Seipis(?), he's retired of 
         course, then Andrew, he's retired too, then came along my 
         sister Mina, and then me, Rachel, and then my brother Willy, 
         Edgar, James, and Matthew is the youngest. 
          
         Evelyn:   What was your home like? 
          
         Rachel:   Well, nice, peaceful.  We were sort of a close knit 
         family I should say. 
          
         Evelyn:   Were your parents strict? 
          
         Rachel:   Yeah, in some ways they were but we were pretty well 
         behaved.  (laughs) 
          
         Evelyn:   Could you describe it? 
          
         Rachel:   My parents?  Like I said they weren't that strict, 
         because, well, we were told what we were supposed to do in the 
         first place, if we don't listen my mom used to come after us 
         with the broom.  (laughs)  Misbehaving and we'd start a fight 
         me and my sister sometimes.  I get along with my brothers 
         pretty good.  My sister and I were pretty bad.  That's so many 
         ways to be mischievious.   
          
         Evelyn:   And was this typical of most families on your 
         reserve?  Were the kids treated pretty fairly? 
          
         Rachel:   Oh yes, very good.   
          
         Evelyn:   What were the roles of men, women, and children in 
         your family? 
          
         Rachel:   Pardon me? 
          
         Evelyn:   What were the roles of men, women, and children? 
          
         Rachel:   Roles? 
          
         Evelyn:   What did your, was the mother in a sense the one who 
         had to stay home and cook for the family? 
          
          
         Rachel:   Oh yes, my mother was always staying home taking care 
         of us.  She used to do everything, I mean that was when we were 
         small, but as we grew -- well, maybe around seven or eight, we 
         start to help her like, you know, washing dishes, scrubbing 
         floors, and all that.  Every one of us did our chores.  I 
         rememeber my brothers used to get some wood in the bush there.  
         At that time there is no electricity, of course, when I was 
         small.  And they used to get some wood in the bush, we used to 
         have lots of them. 
          
         Evelyn:   And what did your father do in the meantime? 



          
         Rachel:   In the meantime my father was a hunter.  And when we 
         moved.  I was just small when we moved from James Bay and then 
         migrate to along the English River.  And from there my dad and 
         my two oldest brothers used to trap.  Sometimes we used to go 
         with them, especially in the summertime.  And they used to 
         catch some rabbits, and fishes, and all that -- we had plenty.  
         In the wintertime, of course, they used to go maybe two or 
         three days, four days sometimes, in the bush.  They'd come back 
         with some wildlife, like pelts, and they used to go and sell 
         them at the Hudson's Bay store.  That way we used to get, like, 
         sugar, you know, flour, lard -- just the important things we 
         used in the bush.   
          
         Evelyn:   So when your father went off with the two boys to the 
         bush sometimes, was your mother left to fend for herself? 
          
         Rachel:   Yes.  I remember one time when my mother was telling 
         me -- there was my grandmother was there too from my father's 
         side -- we used to be left alone in the bush in a tent.  Of 
         course, you know, my mother, my dad, you know, they left them a 
         gun, or something just for, to defend themselves just in case 
         some wild animal would come along, or something like that.  I 
         guess we all made it, we're all here.  
          
         Evelyn:   What did you do on a typical day besides chores? 
          
         Rachel:   Oh, we used to go explore around in the bush.  See 
         what we could, you know, find.  Maybe some berries, or get a 
         rabbit, or something, partridge, or something like that. 
          
         Evelyn:   What kind of berries did you pick? 
          
         Rachel:   Mostly blueberries.  At that time there were plenty 
         but nowadays, you know, everything is...  Pick raspberries, 
         strawberries, gooseberries they call them, choke cherries and 
         all that.  They still have some a little but you don't see much 
         of that no more. 
          
         Evelyn:   Did you ever make trips outside of your reserve? 
          
         Rachel:   No.  This is the time when we were living in the 
         bush.  No, we didn't go hardly nowhere.  But then as soon as we 
         moved on to Calstock -- about thirty years ago, something like 
         that, when they first had the Constance Lake, maybe more than 
         that.  We used to go up to, first year when we moved down to 
         Pagwa River, that's the first place we moved to.  So at that 
         time it was time for us -- me and my sister -- to go to school 
         then.  So they sent us down to boarding school in Sioux 
         Lookout.  So that's where we learn our A,B,Cs in there.  
         (laughs)  In the meantime all my little brothers stayed home.  
         And at that time too there was somebody from the States there, 
         looking around for a couple to go back with him to the State 
         Fair in New York.  So my mom and dad were chosen and two of my 
         youngest brothers went along.  My youngest brother was in a 
         cradle, that's Matthew.  And Jimmy went along too he was around 
         one and a half or two years old, so they went along.  That was 



         before the War broke out, 1939.  And when there was a war  
          
         started then, they had to return back.  So they say they met 
         all kinds of people, they travelled all over the United States, 
         I mean New York.  Seems like the whole States, it's so big, 
         they say.  Anyways they said they were given a whole bunch of 
         bags of toys and they only brought half of them because they 
         couldn't bring them all home.  I had pictures one time but, you 
         know, I misplaced them somewhere.  Picture of, you know, my dad 
         and my mom when they were young.  And the time when my little 
         brother Matthew was in a cradle and all that.  And my little 
         brother Jimmy, he was in panties, he was wearing panties on the 
         knees, (laughs) he looked so cute.  I still I wonder where they 
         went today. 
          
         Evelyn:   So what happened to the rest of the kids when your 
         parents went down to the States? 
          
         Rachel:   My oldest, my two oldest brothers took care of them.  
          
         Evelyn:   Of you girls? 
          
         Rachel:   But while me and my sister were at Sioux Lookout, 
         school.  That was around 1939.  
          
         Evelyn:   So where did you go to school again? 
          
         Rachel:   Sioux Lookout, Indian Residential School.  They had 
         an Indian Residential school there. 
          
         Evelyn:   Where was that? 
          
         Rachel:   It's past Nakina, all the way down, near Winnipeg, 
         more or less. 
          
         Evelyn:   What were your teachers like? 
          
          
         Rachel:   They were sort of nice in some ways, but sometimes 
         they had to be strict.  (laughs)  They were very good. 
          
         Evelyn:   Was it all native children that attended? 
          
         Rachel:   Yes, Crees and Ojibways.  
          
         Evelyn:   How were you treated? 
          
         Rachel:   Very well, I got along with everybody.  I used to be 
         a tomboy.  I used to love playing baseball.   
          
         Evelyn:   What were the other students like? 
          
         Rachel:   Students?  Oh, they were all right.  As long as you 
         could get along with them.  
          
         Evelyn:   So you attended school for eight years? 
          



         Rachel:   Yes. 
          
         Evelyn:   Did you ever play any Indian games? 
          
         Rachel:   Not at that school, they never taught nothing. 
          
         Evelyn:   So what did you learn at that school? 
          
         Rachel:   Just in that school, you know, just white man's ways, 
         English, Math, Science, and so forth but nothing like, you 
         know, having...  Well, probably didn't bother much at that time 
         about powwows and old Indian ways.  It's only just lately 
         everybody got into the act like, you know, learning the Indian 
         ways.  They didn't even, of course you know, at that time they 
         didn't even taught us how to write in Cree, or you know, native 
         language.   
          
         Evelyn:   So then did you learn any Indian games from 
         elsewhere?  
          
         Rachel:   No, I was getting too old at that time.  Probably 
         today, you know, young kids here, they're taught about 
         everything like their Indian ways, like.  Even right now where 
         they go to school in Hearst they're taught to do Indian crafts, 
         you know, and languages and all that, and they get pretty good 
         at it. 
          
         Evelyn:   So they're more of less trying to maintain their 
         culture now, more than before? 
          
         Rachel:   Yes.   
          
         Evelyn:   Were you able to speak your language at the school? 
          
         Rachel:   No, just English all the time.  But we never forgot 
         our own language.  That's where I picked up Ojibway language.  
         Today, like, I've never forgotten.  And as I grow older I learn 
         more.  I left the country, the reserve, for a while.  So at 
         that time my dad and my mom was still alive so I had to, you 
         know, write them in English, so they didn't understand.  
         Neither can they read in English.  So my brothers, when they 
         were home, they just read a few parts of, you know, the line 
         and they didn't explain everything what I wrote down on the 
         letter, eh.  So when I came back, you know, for a visit back 
         home, my mother tells me everything and she says, "Oh, these 
         kids.  They didn't bother to explain everything, eh."  "Hey 
         Mom," I said, "do we have a Cree book or something where they 
         have these Cree alphabets or something?"  She said, "I'll fix 
         these guys."  So I started to learn myself how to, you know, 
         read and write in Cree.  So it took me about six months, I mean 
         if you keep at it all the time.  So it's today I write to my 
         buddies back home in Cree.  It came in handy. 
          
         Evelyn:   So you had to learn it yourself? 
          
         Rachel:   Yes. 
          



         Evelyn:   So when you -- it was a residential school, so did 
         you ever go back home during the summertimes? 
          
         Rachel:   Oh yes, every summer I used to go for two months.  
         When I first came back from the residential school my brother 
         was telling me I was jabbering away in Ojibway instead of our 
         own language.  He still mentions about that today like, you 
         know.  "I don't know what you said but you said something." 
         (laughs)  So now we were living among Ojibways at the reserve 
         from all over, from Ogoki and whatever, at Hornepayne, they 
         talk Ojibway, so we never mind them. 
          
         Evelyn:   Is there a big difference? 
          
         Rachel:   Not really.  It all depends, you know, how the person 
         is talking.  Sometimes they talk too fast, and sometimes...  You 
         know, if they want to be understood sometimes, you know.  Yeah, 
         it's a good thing I never forgot the Ojibway language or 
         anything like that, because I understand pretty well.  I carry 
         on a conversation pretty good with them.  Some of them talk, 
         you know, fast like I said, and some of them talk slow, like in 
         Crees so that...  When they're from different, I can't say 
         countries, different towns, or something, reserves, and some 
         of them they talk real fast like in the Fort Hoop or something.  
         They'd talk in Cree I guess, but they'd talk really, really 
         fast and I couldn't understand them.  Those I can't understand.  
         Sometimes I catch a few words now and then and you try and 
         figure what they are saying.  (laughs)  
          
         Evelyn:   So when you lived at James Bay and you went to 
         residential school in Winnipeg, how did you go from one place 
         to another?  
          
         Rachel:   Oh, we went by train.  They used to send us by train, 
         we used to like those long rides -- not the school.  It was 
         nice.  After when I finished work over there and I was coming 
         up for work, eh, I mean after I went to school, I looked around 
         for work.  At that time I was working at the hospital in 
         Hearst, so I asked for a transfer.  So I wrote down to the... 
         Ottawa someplace, where they keep all the records, or what 
         residential schools are opening for working.  So they sent me 
         that to Sioux Lookout again, so I went back to see the old 
         school. 
          
         Evelyn:   And is it any different? 
          
         Rachel:   No, it's about the same.  
          
         Evelyn:   And are native children still going there? 
          
         Rachel:   Oh yes.   
          
         Evelyn:   How is it different now?  Is there any difference at 
         all?  
          
         Rachel:   Oh, I think they closed now.  The one at Sioux 
         Lookout was closed down.  I guess it's mostly because all the 



         kids that are going to school now, they all got sent to towns, 
         right in town like the one in Hearst, because we lived in 
         Calstock, eh, and Hearst is about twenty, twenty-five miles 
         from the reserve, so they go back and forth to go to school 
         every day all through the winter.  Not like we used to when 
         they used to have residential schools.  We just stayed put one 
         place.   
          
         Evelyn:   So when you travelled on the train to school after 
         your summer break, was there a whole bunch of kids with you? 
          
         Rachel:   Oh yes.  I think there were maybe about a dozen, more 
         than a dozen of us from that, you know, that small community.  
         But there was other kids from other towns. 
          
         Evelyn:   Do you remember your ancestral history? 
          
         Rachel:   Not really. 
          
         Evelyn:   I mean what your grandfather did, what your great- 
         grandfather did. 
          
         Rachel:   Not, not so much of them.  Of course I never asked, 
         you know, my parents about them.  
          
         Evelyn:   Do know if they worked and what kind of work they 
         did?  
          
         Rachel:   No.  Only that they were trappers and all that.  Go 
         places and then, you know... 
          
         Evelyn:   Do you what is the name of your tribe? 
          
         Rachel:   What's the name of my tribe?  Crees? 
          
         Evelyn:   And do you know what it means? 
          
         Rachel:   No.  I haven't got the slightest.... 
          
         Evelyn:   What's the name of your reserve? 
          
          
         Rachel:   Constance Lake Reserve.   
          
         Evelyn:   How did the reserve get it's name? 
          
         Rachel:   I think it's from the...  It was called Constance 
         Lake before, so they made a reserve out of it, added a reserve.  
         It's a big lake, it's nice. 
          
         Evelyn:   Where did your people come from? 
          
         Rachel:   Mostly I think it's around Fort Albany, James Bay.  
         But there's an island there they call Akimiski.  Oh, this is 
         about two miles wide and about five miles long so that's where 
         my parents used to stay all the time.  That was before I was 
         born.   



          
         Evelyn:   How big was the community, as a way of number of 
         people?   
          
         Rachel:   At Constance Lake, right now? 
          
         Evelyn:   I mean before, when you were a child. 
          
         Rachel:   Gee, hard to say on that. 
          
         Evelyn:   Approximately. 
          
         Rachel:   Oh maybe about one thousand? 
          
         Evelyn:   Can you describe the reservation, what was on it and 
         how it looked? 
          
          
         Rachel:   No.  Not on this one, but I could describe the one at 
         Constance Lake. 
          
         Evelyn:   That's the one I meant. 
          
         Rachel:   Oh I see.  Oh yes, Constance Lake.  I think they 
         started to have that about forty-five years ago, something, 
         when I was there, when they first moved in there.  They started 
         to build a highway of course, a road going down from the 
         Calstock to Constance Lake.  I'd say about three, four to a 
         (inaudible) from there and everybody chipped in and helping.   
         I helped them too.  I remember my cousin and I used to help a 
         lot to make the road when they first cutting down the bushes 
         and all that.  Then after a while, of course, they started to 
         build houses for the people.  They built, the Indian Agent 
         there put a school for kids, and the Indians built their own 
         church and all that.  It's real good now, it's just like a 
         little town now back home.  They have everything.  Like they 
         have their own office, their own gas station, and grocery 
         store. 
          
         Evelyn:   So when you were a child they were starting to build 
         there? 
          
         Rachel:   Yes. 
          
         Evelyn:   How did everyone decide to build a reserve there? 
          
         Rachel:   Pardon me? 
          
         Evelyn:   How did everybody decide to build a reserve there?  
          
         Rachel:   They figured, like, you know, it was a good place for 
         the Indians to stay so they gave them that land to build a 
         reserve for themselves.   
          
          
         Evelyn:   And as a result what kind of houses did you have? 
          



         Rachel:   It's just ordinary houses like, you know, a big 
         family would get about, you know, seven or eight rooms.  It all 
         depends, you know, how much family.  I remember we had about 
         six rooms in ours, lots of room.  We had to sell the lake.  Was 
         it ever nice. 
          
         Evelyn:   Were these log houses, stone houses, or brick houses?  
          
         Rachel:   No, no, no, just lumber. 
          
         Evelyn:   So they were log houses with seven or six rooms? 
          
         Rachel:   Yeah, we had plenty of room to roam around.  (laughs)  
          
         Evelyn:   Did you have a chief on your reserve? 
          
         Rachel:   Oh yes. 
          
         Evelyn:   What his name? 
          
         Rachel:   Oh, the first chief they ever had was my uncle, my 
         uncle Abraham.  He was the first chief there. 
          
         Evelyn:   Abraham... 
          
         Rachel:   Sutherland.  
          
         Evelyn:   How was he chosen? 
          
         Rachel:   By voting.  People they, in those days, you know, 
         they'd just go from one house to another, are you going to vote 
         and all that, not like today.  You just go down to the office, 
          
         you know, mark whom you choose and all that.  But before it was 
         sort of hard, not simple like it is today. 
          
         Evelyn:   So what do you mean by it wasn't simple? 
          
         Rachel:   Well, we have to go one house to another (laughs) to 
         see who is going to vote for whom.  Like, you know, you just 
         go... Like today when you going to vote for somebody you just 
         go down to the office, you know.  Put somebody's name, whoever 
         you choose, you know.  Before they used to go one house to 
         another, like I said. 
          
         Evelyn:   Who was allowed to vote? 
          
         Rachel:   Everybody.  Everybody that's in the age group. 
          
         Evelyn:   So were women allowed to vote? 
          
         Rachel:   Oh yes, everybody. 
          
         Evelyn:   Kids? 
          
         Rachel:   Kids, no.  Only the people that, you know, know what's 
         going on. 



          
         Evelyn:   What was his duties, the chief's duties? 
          
         Rachel:   Chief, well he's supposed to take care of everything, 
         what's going to be done, what he's going to do.  Sometimes it 
         doesn't come true.  (laughs)  Like, you know, he asks for 
         something.  Of course, you know, sometimes we get it, sometimes 
         we doesn't, it all depends.  
          
         Evelyn:   He was the chief.  Did he have any sort of advisors? 
          
         Rachel:   Oh yes, you mean councillors and all that?  Oh, one 
         or two, not like today.  Today they have about ten, something 
         like that, something six to eight, anyway, councillors.  All, 
         today, like what a chief does, you know, it's just go to 
         meetings and comes back and tells the people what he heard.  He 
         just tells the councillors and the councillors goes to, you 
         know, tell the other people what happened, what they're going 
         to get, what they're not supposed to do, and all that.   
          
         Evelyn:   So you had councillors back then to advise the chief, 
         but you only about one or two. 
          
         Rachel:   Yes. 
          
         Evelyn:   How were they elected?  Or were they elected, the 
         councillors?  
          
         Rachel:   Well, the same thing as the chief.  They go around, 
         you know, like I said, one house to another.  It's the same 
         thing.  If people want to be a chief or a councillor they write 
         their names down, right?  So you just put, you know, a check 
         mark above whoever you want to, who you're voting for and all 
         that.   
          
         Evelyn:   So for individuals that had to go from house to 
         house, how were they chosen? 
          
         Rachel:   What do you mean? 
          
         Evelyn:   I mean the individuals that had to go house to house 
         to check mark, how were they chosen? 
          
         Rachel:   Well, this, you know, they have, you know, one or two 
         people that go in and they have a piece of paper right, you 
          
         know, the ones who want to be a chief and the ones that want to 
         be councillor.  They just put a check mark on it.   
          
         Evelyn:   Yeah, but individuals, the people that were holding 
         the sheets, to go to one house to another house, were they 
         chosen to do this? 
          
         Rachel:   No, no, no.  It's just like volunteering or something 
         like that. 
          
         Evelyn:   So everyone trusted each other. 



          
         Rachel:   Yeah, right. 
          
         Evelyn:   So there was no sense of mistrust? 
          
         Rachel:   No, nothing. 
          
         Evelyn:   What was your family's reaction to the War? 
          
         Rachel:   Sort of sad, because you know, like, some of them 
         they have sense and they have to go when they're called.  It's 
         the same thing like all over.  Indians, they have a deep, deep 
         feeling for something. 
          
         Evelyn:   Did a lot of sons participate?  Did a lot of the sons 
         participate?  
          
         Rachel:   Oh yes, when they were called they went.   
          
         Evelyn:   Was your family affected by the Depression?  
          
         Rachel:   Not really, they got along pretty good.  I remember 
         that time too, you know, the First War came around.  Not the 
         First War, the Second War or something.  We run short of 
          
         everything like sugar, (laughs) mostly sugar.  I used to get, 
         used have some saccharin, saccharin that's what I used to do -- 
         going on a diet.  (laughs)  
          
         Evelyn:   You had saccharin when you were a child? 
          
         Rachel:   Yes.  It's a substitute for sugar because you 
         couldn't get no sugar then. 
          
         Evelyn:   Where did you get the saccharin? 
          
         Rachel:   From the stores.  They weren't selling no sugar. 
          
         Evelyn:   So there was a lot of people that had tickets for 
         saccharin?  
          
         Rachel:   Oh yes, oh yes. 
          
         Evelyn:   Why wasn't your family that affected by the 
         Depression?  
          
         Rachel:   Well, maybe because they had plenty to eat back home 
         like, you know.  We just lived near the bush.  You just go in 
         the bush and try to catch some rabbits.  It wasn't that bad. 
          
         Evelyn:   Was all the Indians this fortunate? 
          
         Rachel:   In our group they were, but I don't know about the 
         others.  
          
         Evelyn:   So your family was pretty fortunate, but the other 
         Indians on the reserve were they fortunate? 



          
          
         Rachel:   Probably they were.  It all depends, you know, how 
         they went to put themselves like, you know, like we did, like 
         my family did at that time.  We had plenty to eat at that time.  
         It's was only the more or less store-bought that was scarce.   
          
         Evelyn:   Other than the chief did you have any other important 
         individuals like Medicine Men? 
          
         Rachel:   No, I can't remember that far. 
          
         Evelyn:   So you didn't have Medicine Men on your reserve? 
          
         Rachel:   Not that reserve, but later on I heard there was one 
         in Longlac, a Medicine Man there. 
          
         Evelyn:   On... 
          
         Rachel:   Longlac. 
          
         Evelyn:   Where's that? 
          
         Rachel:   It's about a hundred miles going west from Calstock. 
          
         Evelyn:   What have you heard about him? 
          
         Rachel:   I heard, like, you know, he could make some herbs to 
         cure pains, and dizzy spells, heart problems and all that.  
         They say he was pretty good.  But lately he died, you know, not 
         too long ago.  We all, all the Constance Lake went down for his 
         funeral.  A whole bus load.  At that time I was home too.  Well 
         that time the reason I went home from here, from Toronto, that 
         was a year, sort of a reunion for us, for my brothers and 
         myself.  When my mom died last February so I went home for the 
         reunion, they had a little gathering and all that, just sort of 
          
          
         an anniversary, a first anniversary, like.  And so we heard, 
         you know, this Medicine Man died the day before, two days, 
         before.  So we went, pretty near the whole Contance Lake went 
         down for his funeral.  That's the first time I seen him too.  I 
         heard good things about him, real good.  Everybody missed him 
         now, I guess.  
          
         Evelyn:   Do you know what kind of herbs and roots he used?  
          
         Rachel:   No, not really.  Of course it was from the bush, some 
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         kind of leaves or something.  I can't describe any of them by 
         name.  That's where he got all his, you know, to make his 
         medicine out of it.   
          

elyn:   Were there a         Ev
         and bad Medicine Men? 
          

chel:   Oh yes, very         Ra
         Medicine Man, he said that he could put a spell on you or 



         something like that? 
          
         Evelyn:   How would he do this? 
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elyn:   So you never actually seen a bad Medicine Man? 
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elyn:   Someone dancing in that little box? 
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chel:   Yes.  He didn't actually say if he really seen that 

elyn:   Oh, it was the minister who told you that. 

          
         Rachel:   I can't very well, you know, say how he does it.  I 
         don't even know myself.  It's just I heard people say like, you
         know, "He's going to put a spell on you."  But then, you know,  
         I have asked, as I growed up, I have asked, you know, why 
         people let, you know, when they want to practice bad medici
         like witches and all that.  I asked a certain guy about that on
         time, and they said that they were just misguided people.  
         Myself, you know, I don't believe in it myself.  So I never 
         bothered with it really, to try to understand it.  
          
         Ev
         Medicine Men and good Medicine Men? 
          
          
         Ra
         still believe in that, put a spell on somebody. 
          
         Ev
          
         Ra
         my brother was describing...  Like they went to this, you know, 
         minister's meeting and they were, they went way down to remote 
         country, a few Indians.  So this guy, you know, they showed him 
         about "Shamans" they call it, you know, those Shamans people, 
         you know, the ones that practice bad medicine and all that. 
          
         Ev
          
         Ra
          

elyn:   How do         Ev
          
         Ra
         that.  But anyways that's what they called them.  And they 
         say... Like this minister mentioned like, you know, this guy
         showed him about a little box, eh.  And it sounded like 

s)           somebody was dancing away inside that little box.  (laugh
         that's why they call, you know, people like bad, bad medicine 
         people they can do anything, eh.  So this minister seen it. 
          
         Ev
          

chel:   Yeah, that little box there.          Ra
          
         Ev
          
          
         Ra
         person, you know, he just heard.  With his own eyes he heard.  
         Well, the minister wouldn't tell a lie, or would he?  (laughs)  
         I don't know about people nowadays, it's hard to say now. 
          
         Ev



          
         Rachel:   Yeah.  He told it to us.  So I don't know.  (laughs) 
          

elyn:   So, were the Shang[sic] people Ojibway or Cree?          Ev
          
         Rachel:   I think they both of them are, there's Crees and 

elyn:   Cree Shang[sic] and Ojibway Shang[sic]. 

elyn:   So, is Shang[sic] a clan or is it...? 

chel:   Sort of a clan.  Like a, you know, some people get 
 

chel:   Yeah, sort of a religious group. 

elyn:   Or a group that just gets, an Indian religious group. 

elyn:   So do you know of any other important individuals 

chel:   You mean after? 

you were a child. 

chel:   No, the only one I knew was my late uncle, the one 

 

elyn:   So your uncle, how long was he chief for? 

 much, I 

ke that? 

chel:   No. 

         Ojibways too. 
          
         Ev
          
         Rachel:   Yes. 
          
         Ev
          
         Ra
         into a group, like a Coco clan or something like that and they
         believe in that group.  So everybody who wants to join they 
         join it too.  Same thing with the Shaman people. 
          
         Evelyn:   So Shang[sic] people are sort of a religious... 
          
         Ra
          
         Ev
          
         Rachel:   Right. 
          
          
         Ev
         that existed on the reserve besides councillors and chiefs, 
         were there anyone else? 
          
         Ra
          

elyn:   Oh, during when          Ev
          
         Ra
         that was the chief then.  And after that, you know, I started 
         to grow up.  There was lots then.  Because they changed chiefs 
         now, you know, every two years like, you know, the prime 

e          minister, they changed.  If they can't get another one, th
         chief just stays on.  And now we have this chief for the last
         six years now. 
          
         Ev
          

chel:   Most likely, those days they didn't change         Ra
         think around six years or something, he was the chief.  
          

elyn:   He wasn't elected until he died or anything li         Ev
          
         Ra
          
         (END OF SIDE A) 
          

IDE B)          (S
          



         Evelyn:   What were some of the ways one could make a living?  

chel:   Now? 

chel:   Oh, when I was a child.  Oh, there's lots of ways.  

 

ey 

elyn:   Were there any other ways besides trapping that one 

chel:   No, just trapping.   

chel:   Yes. 

elyn:   How did you help? 

ghs)  The time when they were 
o 

 

 

house there, my dad and my brothers built a house, a log 
just 

elyn:   So going to Pagwa River, it wasn't just your family, 

chel:   Yes, there was maybe three or four of us because when 

          
         Ra
          
         Evelyn:   Back when you were a child. 
          
         Ra
         One can go live in the bush.  You don't have to worry about 
         nothing.  You don't have to worry what time it is or anything
         like that.  Just get up, you know, go to bed as you please and 
         get up as you please.  Of course, this way there's no timing, 
         you don't have to worry about time.  Of course, you know, 
         people in those days they were out trapping.  That's how th
         lived by.  Kill a moose anytime you like, not like today.  You 
         have to have a permit or something even now at the reserve to 
         get moose, whatever.  But in those days you can, you know, go 
         fishing anytime, you want to catch rabbit and all that, trap 
         anytime you want to.  In those days too you didn't have to go 
         down to "Lance & Forest" to ask for a permit like they do now. 
          
         Ev
         could make a living? 
          
         Ra
          
         Evelyn:   So your family were trappers? 
          
         Ra
          
         Ev
          

chel:   Not so much.  (lau         Ra
         trapping I was the smallest in the family, before we came t
         civilization here at Pagwa River.  That's where all the jobs 
         came about; making highways over at the Highway #11 there.  
         That's when they started to make the highway, so that's where
         my father and my brothers start to work from there.  And then 
         at that time, like I said, we moved to Pagwa River, so we build
          
          
         a 
         house, lots of room.  So we stayed home, my mom, when I was 
         maybe around two years old at that time when they started 

hen.           making the highways, when they first started to have jobs t
         My father and them heard there were jobs, they had all kinds of 
         jobs, so that's the reason we came up to Pagwa River. 
          
         Ev
         was it a whole bunch of families? 
          
         Ra
         my dad was trapping, it used to be just one group of us, and 

          the other group would go the other way, eh.  We're not in that
         same group, we're scattered.  When we came down to Pagwa River 
         and everybody moved one place, so they started to build houses 
         of their own.   
          



         Evelyn:   So, when you father was a trapper do you remember the 

 when they were trapping. 

elyn:   Do you know what they went to get? 

 

lf, or whatever they caught and they stretch it out, dry it, 

.  

elyn:   So do you know how much something like a wolf would 

chel:   Wolf... 

n. 

chel:   Back then.  I don't know really.  Maybe around $50.  

elyn:   If you caught a wolf and sold it? 

chel:   Yes. 

ow about foxes? 

chel:   Foxes were the same.  They weren't much in those days 

:   And beaver? 

chel:   Yes, same thing with beaver.  I don't know exactly 

h.  

         process of trapping? 
          

chel:   Not so much         Ra
          
         Ev
          
         Rachel:   Oh yes, they went down to get mostly beaver in the 
         wintertime, and wolves, foxes, all that.   
          
         Evelyn:   And then what?  Would they do this once they catch 
         them?  
          
         Rachel:   When they catch them they dried it out, they had some 
         sort of a shape of a wolf, you know, a big...  Get some wood, 
         you know, from the bush and they shape that up as a shape of a 
          
         wo
         make it into a good shape; and the same thing with the beaver.  
         They get some sort a long twigs and they string that beaver, 
         you know, stretch it out and they use some kind of a rope, 
         something like that, so it would nice, you know, round shape
         They scrape it, and it gets dry, of course.  As soon as they 
         get a whole bunch they go down to the nearest Hudson's Bay 
         store -- that's in English River.  So they go and buy some, 
         whatever we needed at our home.  Mostly we used to, remember, 
         to live in a tent, eh.  Of course, we had to move here and 
         there. 
          
         Ev
         sell for? 
          
         Ra
          

elyn:   Back the         Ev
          
         Ra
         Not like today -- some of them are $500, new. 
          
         Ev
          
         Ra
          

elyn:   And h         Ev
          
         Ra
         but we thought it was plenty.  Now one can get rich catching 
         this. 
          

elyn         Ev
          
          
         Ra
         how much they would get back then, but today, they can get 
         plenty today.  There's not so many trapping now back home, e
         Mostly retired.  I think there's only one or two now trapping, 
         one couple.  



          
         Evelyn:   Did your people on your reserve do any sort of crafts? 
          
          
         Rachel:   Oh yes, we did mostly lots of beading, at first.  
         Then gradually my mother taught us how to make some slippers, 

 

elyn:   Were the rings and wrist bands made out of beads? 

chel:   Yes.  They used to use some kind of a wire, 
bit 

 

k, 

elyn:   So when you made something like slippers, how do you 

chel:   Well, first thing I have to measure your feet, you 

elyn:   You mean on the top of your foot. 

had to make that 

 

a... 

chel:   Something like that.  It's sort of a, kind of a... 

elyn:   A half a circle? 

f round, moon-shaped, that's how 
t 

elyn:   Top of the foot. 

 little pleats on that top thing 

elyn:   Moccasins? 

         mukluks and all that, necklaces, and wrist bands, rings and all
         that.  
          
         Ev
          
         Ra
         especially on the rings, eh, so they would be a little 
         stiff.  They have some kind of a wire for making something.  If 
         you want to use this to make a necklace, too, you can use that, 
         it all depends.  But when we used to make necklaces they used 
         to make us some kind of a loom.  Not the ones they have, you 
         know, factory made.  It's Indian made, like.  You have lots of
         room there to move around, your fingers and all that, nothing 
         squeezing you like they have the looms today.  They are too 
         small, kind of awkward in some ways.  We do the flat bead wor
         something, we make necklaces, wrists, you know, for your wrists 
         and all that.  
          
         Ev
         make slippers? 
          
         Ra
         know.  First we cut out the, you know, that little... this, 
         what do you call it? 
          
          
         Ev
          

chel:   The top of my foot, you know.  We          Ra
         out, and if you wanted to put some beads, it's okay.  If you 
         want to have it plain, that's all right.  Then we cut out, you
         know, the shape, the long of the, how long your foot is and you 
         just shape it like this. 
          

elyn:   So that's like          Ev
          
         Ra
          
         Ev
          

chel:   Yeah, it's kind o         Ra
         you... describe it.  It's sort of moon-shaped.  Then you star
         stitching that with that top part here.  
          
         Ev
          

chel:   And then you make         Ra
         there you put in.  So it makes it sort of these Indian slippers 
         that you see at the store, eh. 
          
         Ev



          
         Rachel:   Sort of moccasins, yeah.  That's how they're made.  
         Of course, you know, you finish it up.  It's not that bad, 

p          really.  It's only when you put pleats there, eh, on that to
         thing there.  It's kind of hard at first.  They have to make it 
         sort of even so it wouldn't be so crooked, like. 
          
         Evelyn:   So what kind of material did you use? 
          
          
         Rachel:   Moose hide.  We bought some material from the store 
         for to cover the, you know, the inside there. 
          
         Evelyn:   Oh, the lining. 
          
         Rachel:   The lining, yes.  That's nice, that.   

elyn:   Could you make one now? 

o 

chel:   Oh yes.  They go fast.  That's the one they want 

elyn:   They are not moccasins, but they are slippers? 

chel:   Yeah.  

h would a pair of slippers sell for back then? 

chel:   About $25 now. 

elyn:   Thirty-five [sic] now, but when you were a child how 

chel:   Oh, around $10, something like that.  Like I said in 

 seems like every week everything is going up.  Still your 

  

elyn:   So when you made necklaces and other things from bead 

ow did you get...? 

          
         Ev
          
         Rachel:   Oh yes, I still do it.  If I have the moose hide, I 
         mean the cow hide, whatever.  It's not so much now.  Like I 
         say, everybody's making, you know...  Sometimes when I want t
         go the store they run short because everybody's going to do, 
         you know, something.  
          
         Evelyn:   Would you sell these slippers? 
          
         Ra
         mostly, slippers. 
          
         Ev
          
         Ra
          

elyn:   How muc         Ev
          
         Ra
          
         Ev
         much did you sell them for? 
          
         Ra
         those days, you know, nothing was expensive, not like today.  
          
          
         It
         people buy, you know, especially the white people.  They want 
         this thing so much and they never run short of money.  (laughs)
         If you want something, you know, to really want it. 
          
         Ev
         work, did you make elaborate Indian designs on them? 
          
         Rachel:   Yes. 
          

elyn:   And h         Ev
          



         Rachel:   We just, you know, just have our own ideas how to 

chel:   Oh yes. 

elyn:   Your mother taught you how to do it? 

elyn:   And the slippers? 

chel:   Yes. 

chel:   No. 

elyn:   So those were your basic two? 

elyn:   How much would bead work sell for? 

chel:   Now? 

ck when you were a child. 

chel:   Oh, I can't...  Not so, not so much.   

elyn:   So then when you made bead work and sold it to 
e; or 

chel:   We have to make quite a few. 

elyn:   So how much would you have to make? 

d to...  As far 

d $50. 

elyn:   And necklaces and bead work, would you have to make a 

chel:   Oh yes.  Before you could get, you know...  Today you 

elyn:   Where did you get the beads for your bead work when 

         make, you know, the patterns, whatever.  It could be plain, it 
         could be, you know, some kind of a design and all that. 
          
         Evelyn:   So was this passed down to you? 
          
         Ra
          
         Ev
          
         Rachel:   Yes. 
          
         Ev
          
         Ra
          
         Evelyn:   And did you do any other crafts besides that? 
          
         Ra
          
         Ev
          
         Rachel:   Yes.   
          
         Ev
          
         Ra
          

elyn:   Or ba         Ev
          
         Ra
          
         Ev
         stores, did you have to make a lot of them to sell to stor
         could you just make about one or two? 
          
         Ra
          
         Ev
          

chel:   Oh, let's see now.  Sometimes we use         Ra
         as I remember we used to sell about five, five pair of 
         moccasins at one time.  I guess about three, maybe aroun
         or something like that.  Actually, you know, everything was 
         cheap.  Not like today, you know, it's very expensive.  Then 
         you could buy a whole... quite a few stuff for $50 in those 
         days.  Not like today. 
          
         Ev
         whole bunch too? 
          
         Ra
         can go and see with a necklace and get $25., $30. for it.  Of 
         course, you know, it's much better than it was before.  They 
         have all kinds of designs, we make all kinds of designs now. 
          
         Ev



         you were a child? 
          
         Rachel:   When I was a child, gee, I don't really know.  It 

chel:   Oh yes. 

elyn:   They made the beads? 

chel:   Necklaces.  I don't know, really I don't know where 

n 

elyn:   So, did you ever have any sort of festivals that you 

hen I was, you know, when I was 

  No Indian festivals at all? 

chel:   No, nothing like that.  Just... I remember they used 

elyn:   So  you didn't have anything like powwows? 

ey do 
 go 

elyn:   But they weren't taught during your time? 

f holidays were particularly important to 

         seems like, you know, my parents just had it right there, 
         everything, you know.  Nothing was, I don't know how, maybe 
         they carried it with them all the time. 
          
         Evelyn:   Did they ever make any of it? 
          
         Ra
          
         Ev
          
         Rachel:   No, no, no, not the beads, I thought you meant the, 
         you know... 
          
         Evelyn:   The necklaces. 
          
         Ra
         they got it, because my great-grandmother used to do lots of 
         that.  That's where we learned, you know, from her.  Actually 
         when my grandmother died I was just small, I don't hardly 
         remember her.  And they say I was always telling somebody, 
         "Gee, I wish I knew my grandmother, my grandpa.  I never see
         him."  I guess I was just small, you know, then, sort of, 
         really, when they passed away.  And that's what my sister and 
         them told me, eh.  Because I was always sticking my nose right 
         behind my great-grandmother's neck, you know, just to see what 
         she's doing.  (laughs)  I never remembered that.   
          
          
         Ev
         celebrated on the reserve? 
          

chel:   No.  Not a time w         Ra
         small.  
          

elyn:          Ev
          
         Ra
         to do lots of square dancing.  We used to go and watch them, 
         everybody enjoying themselves, you know.  We used to go and  
         laugh.  
          
         Ev
          

chel:   No, no, not in my days.  Just nowadays.  Th         Ra
         everything now, they don't miss out nothing.  Sometimes they
         down to Thunder Bay and have a big powwow there, and over in 
         Timmins.  Kids are taught, you know, today, in powwow. 
          
         Ev
          
         Rachel:   No, never. 
          

elyn:   What kind o         Ev
         your family? 



          
         Rachel:   Mostly on Sundays.  (laughs)  And then of course 
         there's, you know, Dominion Day. 
          
         Evelyn:   You celebrated Dominion Day? 
          
          
         Rachel:   Not really.  Just, you know, more or less like 
         Sunday; quiet, didn't celebrate or nothing, just a holiday, no 

elyn:   Did you celebrate Christmas? 

 

 of 

.  

elyn:   Did you celebrate Thanksgiving? 

 fun with that too.  

 all 

elyn:   So was Thanksgiving very important? 

o, you know, my 

elyn:   So, who attended the occasions? 

 know... 

elyn:   Did neighbors attend? 

se in a way community events? 

         work, everybody is happy.  (laughs)  Especially us.  
          
         Ev
          
         Rachel:   Oh yes, Christmas.  Christmas, you know, should be 
         like, you know...  My mother and dad used to make all kinds of
         cookies and all that.  They used to buy some oranges if they 
         could get them, candies, and they used to hang them up in, you 
         know, around the stove, along the walls, and all that.  And of 
         course, you know, us kids used to be awful anxious to get up in 
         the morning.  Those days they never had no Christmas tree 
         either.  They didn't bother with that, not like today.  And
         course we used to, you know, be happy Christmas was coming 
         along, so we could eat our cookies and candies.  They were home 
         made of course.  So the next day, Christmas day, we'd go to 
         church.  In those days we used to go to church three times a 
         day; one in the morning, one at three, and one at evening.  So 
         we'd spend, you know, like Christmas holiday servicing of...  
         My dad, after he was a trapper, he became a lay reader, eh, 
         helping in church.  So today, you know, now we still go to 
         church, you know.  It's a habit that's kind of hard to break
         That's the only reason there is to go to church today. 
          
         Ev
          

chel:   Oh yes.  We used to have lots of         Ra
         We'd sit and have a big feast.  Oh, whatever we had we 
         celebrated on that, like mostly we have Canada goose and
         that, big goose there.  Sometimes we'd eat at two, everybody 
         would come and eat just like at Christmas time, everybody 
         there, everybody goes one house or another. 
          
         Ev
          

chel:   Yes.  I hardly remember the dates to         Ra
         dad and my mom.  I don't know how but they kept those dates 
         special, special cases like that. 
          
         Ev
          

chel:   My father, parents, all the, you         Ra
          
         Ev
          
         Rachel:   Oh yes. 
          

elyn:   Were the         Ev
          



         Rachel:   Right. 

elyn:   Because everybody went to church, is that it? 

elyn:   How did you know when there was a upcoming event? 

chel:   Everybody would listen.  (laughs) 

chel:   Yes.   

elyn:   So, there's no post signs or anything? 

chel:   No, none.  I don't know, I don't know of none of them. 

elyn:   Were there ever any community meetings? 

chel:   Most likely, but I never went to one to listen in.  
       Of course, you know, I'm not so much as included at that time, 

ppened? 

ople talk of heroes or people from other 

Of what? 

 

 No, not that I know of.  Maybe they had, 
u know, a few at that time too. 

u never heard of any legends? 

 told you of any legends or 

.   

elyn:   Did they ever tell you of any of their experiences?  

          
         Ev
          
         Rachel:   Yes. 
          
         Ev
          
         Ra
          
         Evelyn:   So, mainly by word of mouth. 
          
         Ra
          
         Ev
          
         Rachel:   No, not very much. 
          
          
         Evelyn:   Were there any other sort of community get-togethers?  
          
         Ra
          
         Ev
          
         Ra
  
         I was just, you know, growing up. 
          
         Evelyn:   So you don't know what ha
          
         Rachel:   No.  
          
         Evelyn:   Did pe

ibes?           tr
          
         Rachel:   
          
         Evelyn:   Of heroes.
          
         Rachel:   Oh, heroes. 
         yo
          

n any sort of stories?  So          Evelyn:   Did anyone every pass dow
         yo
          
         Rachel:   No, no legends, no. 
          
         Evelyn:   So your parents never

ything?           an
          
         Rachel:   No
          
          
         Ev
          
         Rachel:   Yes. 



          
         Evelyn:   For example? 

ort of serious stories. 

me, you know, when my mom, I mean my 
ther and my two brothers, they were out, you know, to see the 

, 

f 

n Bay 

h, sometimes, you know, the wolves would come 
ound, in the wintertime they're kind of hungry, you know.  

 

 

xt thing they heard is this one big yelp from that little 
ppy.  It seems like that wolf got that puppy and everybody...  

thers came, 
e puppy.  

e 
, 

und 

       mother said when they brought that dead wolf it was a huge 
 when 

 

          
         Rachel:   No, serious, s
          
         Evelyn:   Like what? 
          
         Rachel:   Well, the ti
         fa
         trap lines.  This is during wintertime.  Of course, you know
         only my grandmother, and mother, my sister and I were left out 
         in a, you know, camping ground.  It was a sort of a tent I 
         guess, big tent, we used to have two tents.  Me on one side -- 
         that's because I was just in a cradle, eh.  So I heard this 
         story after.  And my brother, one of my oldest brother had a 
         little dog, eh, just a small puppy.  But of course in those 
         days they have the dogs outside.  Because when my father and 
         them went they took everything.  They took the big dogs and o
         course the little puppy was left behind.  And one of my 
         brother's, you know, puppy that was given to him, you know, 
         while they're out trapping, you know, going down to Hudso
         or something.   
          
         So one evening, e
         ar
         Usually they don't bother you if they're not hungry and I guess 
         they were hungry this time.  And my mother says she heard this
         wolf howling at a distance away, low howling.  Next thing you 
         know he was coming nearer and nearer.  So I guess they were 
         hungry enough and they forgot all about that puppy sleeping 
         outside.  And my mother she had, of course, you know, my dad 
         and them left the gun, eh, in case of emergeny uses like this
         one.  They were all set to shoot, you know, that wolf.  And 
          
          
         ne
         pu
         After that everything was quiet, my mother said.   
          
         So it happens the next day that my father and my bro

 my mother told my brother Andrew about his littl         so
         And Andrew didn't say a word when he heard that.  He just 
         grabbed his gun and he tracked that wolf, you know.  He said h

od         had to walk.  Of course he can see the tracks, a lot of blo
         you know, everything, not too far.  And he knew, like, that 
         wolf going to, you know, just going to sleep after his big 

d          meal, eh.  Anyhow, he had to walk about a mile before he coul
         find this wolf then, and I guess that wolf, you know, was so
         asleep.  I guess he didn't know nothing what hit him or 
         anything like that.  You should have seen that wolf.  And my 
  
         monster.  So that's the story I heard from my mother, eh,
         they were young.  I mean when I was young and what happened to
         them. 
          
         Evelyn:   So your brother Andrew killed him? 
          



         Rachel:   Yes. 

elyn:   And did they sell the pelt? 

 was given another little 
f to keep, he'll have 

at.  It's kind of hard for, you know, for something to happen 

  
and my parents, my mother and my brothers 

en I was growing up so I started looking for a job myself.  

  
hers 

ere 

:   So was this, so did you still live at home? 

chel:   Oh yes, I was still at home then.  But then every 
l the 

me, you know, at the hospital.  So much we work a whole month 
 

chel:   Oh when, like I say, when I started looking for work.  
 there 

e 

, 
o 
to 
 
 

          
         Ev
          
         Rachel:   Oh yes.  So after a while he
         dog.  If you have something for yoursel
         th
         to it.  So that's what my brother did. 
          
         Evelyn:   Did your mother tell you any more, or your father 
         tell you anything? 
          
         Rachel:   No.  When...  Soon as we moved off from Pagwa River
         we went to Calstock 
          
         started to work again on the pulp wood, start peeling the, you 
         know,  pulp wood, you know, so they work in the bush.  From 
         th
         So I had a job at first working at the hospital; I was a 
         kitchen helper.  From there, you know, I worked steady, you 
         know.  I was hardly ever home.  After that, then I got married.
         Of course I moved away from the reserve.  Then all my brot
         go, they're still alive, all my brothers are still alive yet, 
         and they have their own families, and children, grown up 
         children. 
          
         Evelyn:   So, when you moved to Hearst Hospital, how old w
         you?  
          
         Rachel:   I think I was around fifteen, sixteen years old. 
          

elyn         Ev
          
         Ra
         time I would get a day off -- we used to work steady al
         ti
         and then we get off for six days, something like that at that
         time.  I think they still do. 
          
         Evelyn:   When was your first encounter of non-natives? 
          
         Ra
         Of course, you know, when I went to school, you know, but

s not so much of that because I only went to Indian          wa
         Residential School, but when I started to work at the Hearst 
         Hospital, that's when I first started to work with other 

ood.  I          people, I mean without my tribe.  We got along pretty g
         got along with them pretty good.  It's mostly like French.  
         They were friendly, I thought.  I used to chum around ther
          
          
         with a French girl.  And at that time, you know, I had long 

raight hair, eh.  And this girl I was chumming around with         st
         she had blond, long blond hair.  (laughs)  So everytime we g
         down, she'd walk around down the street and they used to say 
         us, "Here comes the twin sisters."  (laughs) I was dark and she
         was really white skinned, you know.  You know how those blondes



         look, you know.  I used to laugh.  We had lots of fun.   
          
         Evelyn:   Were there a lot of natives that worked there? 
          
         Rachel:   No, there was only, yeah, mostly us girls, all 
         same age, the ones we went to school.  Maybe five or six o

the 
f us. 

chel:   Yeah. 

elyn:   So it wasn't such a strange, it was, at least you had 
kind. 

tain stereotypes? 

chel:   No, I can't say that, not like today.  (laughs)  I 
em 

w.  Anyways, they don't bother me, they don't bother me much. 

chel:   No.  Like I said, they were all friendly.  Even, you 

chel:   First city, big city, or town? 

chel:   Big city.  Let's see now.  Oh, that's when I moved, 
ve.  The first town I was in was in 

arst.  But then I went down to Sioux Lookout.  I transferred 

elyn:   What was your first impression? 

chel:   Well, I thought it was the same as any other town 
 tall buildings like 
 open space down in 

chel:   In Albuquerque, Albuquerque, New Mexico.  I lived 
That's where my husband came from, 

om the States.  Actually he was born in Utah.  

          
         Evelyn:   So there was five or six other natives. 
          
         Ra
          
         Ev
         some of your own 
          
         Rachel:   Yes.  Everybody got along okay. 
          
         Evelyn:   Did you find that there were cer
          
         Ra
         don't know what's wrong with people.  You can't even stand th
         no
          
         Evelyn:   So you didn't find that there was any stereotypes. 
          
         Ra
         know, the English speaking people that lived there too. 
          
         Evelyn:   What was the first city you moved to? 
          
         Ra
          

elyn:   Big city.          Ev
          
         Ra
         when I left the reser
         He
         to Sioux Lookout.  It's still a town there.  And I was, you 
         know, just work, work, work steady, never went nowhere.  
         Everytime I had a vacation from work I just went home just for 
         a short visit.  Then I moved down to the States. 
          
         Evelyn:   So the States was your first big city? 
          

chel:   Yes, right.          Ra
          
         Ev
          
         Ra
         only bigger.  (laughs)  They didn't have no

ey have in Toronto.  It's sort of a wide         th
         the States, eh. 
          
         Evelyn:   Where exactly? 
          
         Ra
         there for fifteen years.  
         fr



          
         Evelyn:   So, you didn't marry a native? 
          

chel:   No.            Ra
          
          
         Evelyn:   Was this very common of native women?  They don't 

rry people of their own reserve? 

elyn:   So then there was nothing against anybody? 

elyn:   So you were allowed that freedom? 

chel:   Of course, you know, my parents didn't, you know, 
 like people say, 

ot 
u 

 With apartments and highrises. 

chel:   Yes. 

elyn:   What was your first impression of Toronto? 

 thought I was going to lost.  (laughs)  All 
home.  Oh 

s, I was on the job training here as a sewing machine 

ile.  

 

  

e it.  

 when 
chool, you know, you see these high building.  So 
ay you going to see these, maybe you won't. 

         ma
          
         Rachel:   Yes.  
          
         Ev
          
         Rachel:   No. 
          
         Ev
          
         Ra
         didn't approve, no way.  Of course, you know,
         they have to live their own lives.  So I figured, like, "I g
         it made too," eh.  When I married a white man.  Of course, yo
         learn, you know, as you grow older.  You learn quite a bit.  
          
         Evelyn:   So was Toronto what you considered the first big city 
         you saw? 
          
         Rachel:   The biggest, yes. 
          

elyn:           Ev
          
         Ra
          
         Ev
          

chel:   Oh, I         Ra
         those tall building.  We came by train, eh, from back 
         ye
         operator, so I came to school here for six months.  And that 
         time my cousin used to live here.  She don't no more.  So she 
         came and met me at the station to stay with them for a wh
          
         Then I had to find, you know, the school.  You have to run here
         and there, you know.  They send us over here and then I have to 

nd the streets myself, gee, (laughing) and I didn't get lost.         fi
         It's just, you know, around here, main downtown where 
         everything was where they put you and test you before you to 
         go to school.  And then you have to go for a check-up and 
         everything like that, since you don't live here.  I mad
         Everything was okay. 
          
         Evelyn:   Were you scared or nervous when you saw these 
         highrises?  
          
         Rachel:   Not really.  Seen it in the pictures, you know,
         you were at s

ybe some d         ma
          



         Evelyn:   Did you meet other natives in Toronto right away? 
          
         Rachel:   I think mostly Ojibways, yeah.  There was quite a few 

elyn:   Did you meet them through what, Council Fire, or... 

chel:   No, it's mostly at school.  There's quite a few from, 
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         Ev
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