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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Sale of Saddle Lake Reserve land. 
          
         Louis:  Can you tell me your name and your age? 
          
         Pat:  Pat Cardinal, I'm 79 years old.  From Saddle Lake.   
          
         Louis:  What we want to know is the land that was surrendered 
         in 1925, what do you know about it and how it got started.  Or 
         were you present at that time? 
          
         Pat:  It was not until in 1926 the actual surrender took place, 
         but then again they didn't have the full majority to surrender. 
         The surrender was won by two (2) votes, when vote was taken.  
         And we had this lifetime chief Thomas, I respect him.  He was a 
         true chief, when asked to sign the surrender, he didn't.  I 
         know he didn't.  So he sign for non-surrender, we had them for 
         non-surrender.  But then we went to Goodfish, that's the time 
         we got beaten. 
          
         Ken:  They took two votes?  One here and one in Goodfish?  And 
         they added up? 
          
         Pat:  I don't know, it might have been two votes or one and 
         one. 
          
         Louis:  Were Goodfish and Saddle Lake separated then? 
          



         Pat:  Yes, (no, no) that was the time when Pakan was a big 
         chief Over a good majority of the people and he came and got 
         his reserve. 
          
         Louis:  Was there a tie when the vote was taken?  This is what 
         an old letter says here.  There was a tie, who broke that tie?  
         On surrender side? 
          
         Pat:  A chief was supposed to do that, but he didn't.  I don't 
         know, maybe he was induced to do that. 
          
         Ken:  You know before 1925 if they try to get that land 
         surrendered? 
          
         Pat:  No, but there was people travelling for the surrender. 
         There was old man Robert Houle and Samson Jessie.  It could 
         have been them; they travel for surrender. 
          
         Ken:  They try to get the people into it, is that what they 
         were doing?   
          
         Pat:  Yes, to sell. 
          
         Ken:  Did they try that for many years? 
          
          
         Pat:  No! No!  They done it that one year and I don't know how 
         it was, but I was invited.  I was young, too young to think. 
          
         Louis:  How old were you at that time? 
          
         Pat:  I could have been little over twenty (20). 
          
         Louis:  Prior to that, did they hold meetings to talk about 
         this surrender? 
          
         Pat:  Yeah, maybe - we used to say private meetings.  The 
         participants to these meetings were segregated, to this point 
         it still exists.  Some people still held private caucus 
         meetings, where they still held discussions secretly, which you 
         don't know, which I don't know. 
          
         Louis:  How were the promises made to them?  If there were any, 
         how they got paid and so on? 
          
         Pat:  What I received personally was a hundred dollars ($100) 
         and I had a place way out of the here.  All they offered me was 
         $350.00 for my improvements, even though the value was much 
         more, and I had 45 acres in cultivation and there was a section 
         fenced there - a house.  That's all I got was $350.00. 
          
         Ken:  You know what was the reason the Indian agent or 
         inspector wanted you to sell it? 
          
         Pat:  For that I couldn't say for truth, I didn't hear.  (Here 
         he asked Joe Cardinal if the Inspector was Morrison.)   
          



         Ken:  What reason did they give why you should sell it?  With 
         this old man Houle and Samson? 
          
         Pat:  Well, Robert Houle, I don't now who gave Robert Houle and 
         Samson Jessie to travel for votes. 
          
         Ken:  Did they tell you you'd get so much money if you were to 
         sell?  Is that what they tell you? 
          
         Pat:  No, no, when they came to where we was south of here, 
         north of Vegreville and they drove up there and my dad told 
         them, "You are mistaken if you want us to surrender to you.  Do 
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         th
         They concluded.  That was all what I'd call B.S. 
          
         Ken:  That could be, I don't know. 
          
         Pat:  Well, the old man tell you rig
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         turned over to the white people named 'Thompson,' now I come 
         home when I was about 15.  The people were fencing the whole 
         reserve.  My dad sent me out to go and work and I went.  (Here
         he mentions the location to Joe Cardinal who was present while 
         this interview was taken). 
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         want to know why the government road."  He said, "You Indians 
         have to consent before they build up that road." 
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