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         JIM KANIPITETEW 
          
         I will try and talk on where we left off yesterday and I will 
         try and finish off that way. 
          
         It is true what my friend here said about these young children 
         that the teaching should start right from the home.  The way I 
         see it myself, it is very hard.  I'll give you an example of 
         what it's like on our reserve. I went over to one of supposed to 
         be counsellors home to buy a hay rake from him which he 
         promised me.  When I got there, he never even said "come in," 
         lots of room, so I just stood by the door. He was just trying 
         to tell his son the facts of life.  But the son was doing more 
         shouting than his father.  And this is just one.  There are 
         lots of young people that are doing this today and this is why 
         I say that it is hard to start at home.  This is why I say we 
         cannot teach our children, our grandchildren ourselves, they 
         have already been misled by the white man, they have lost their 



         Indian ways. We have to get through to these young people 
         somehow, get these elders to talk to our young people. There 
         are elders on every reserve, let these elders talk to young 
         people and try to figure out a way to straighten this out 
         again. To find ways to communicate with a young person, try to 
         find a better way to do what my cousin here wants us to do. As 
         we all know these young people, they treat their elders the 
         same way on every reserve.  "Even he doesn't know," this is 
         their saying when elders try to tell them something. So this is 
         why I say it's very hard and that's why when I'm finished 
         speaking here. I would like, if one of you would come up with 
         some kind of solution so we could finish this up, this is what 
         I think myself.  I speak some more on what my mother used to 
         tell me. True, she used to say.  You won't be doing nothing 
         wrong if you call your relation by what your relation is. If 
         it's your younger sister, older sister or your brother, you are 
         not to be ashamed call them your brothers and sisters, these 
         are your blood relatives, do not be ashamed of them.  This is 
         what I was told in the old days and this is what we want to get 
         settled now to try to come up with something to straighten it 
         out. Long ago if a person had first cousins they had lots of 
         respect for each other. The Indian had respect for each other. 
         I'll take a young woman, for an example, she had such great 
         respect for her first cousins that she would never talk with 
         them, she couldn't talk to them.  I've seen this myself in the 
         old days.  When a young woman got up in the morning she would put 
         on her shoes facing the other way, when they were done they 
          
         would go outside to wash their hands and come back in to start 
         working.  And I've seen the young men the same way too.  After 
         he puts on his shoes he would step outside and if there was dew 
         on the ground he would take some crocuses and wash his hands 
         with them and then go back in and this is the way a young man 
         used to do a long time ago. Today a young woman hasn't got that 
         respect she will even name her older brother or her younger 
         brother.  And this is what I see at our reserve.  And now that 
         the time has come that the young people figure they're white men 
         that they don't even listen to their parents anymore.  They 
         even bring these fiddle dances on the reserves and they think 
         nothing of putting their arms around their sisters or brothers 
         while dancing and this wasn't done long ago.  This is where the 
         white man has led us astray of our Indian ways. 
          
         You hardly ever hear anyone say my sister or my brother, they 
         just call them by name. And this is what these people here want 
         for us to try and straighten this out, the relations, the 
         kinship. And if we can find something on how we can straighten 
         this out it will be very good. The people on the reserves will 
         hear what these old people gathered here were discussing, to 
         try and wake these young people up, to use their relationship 
         and have respect.  These younger children growing up now they 
         will come to know about kinship and respect for their elders 
         and each other. 
          
         And this is what my cousin talked about yesterday. Make a 
         report of these workshops and send them to different reserves 
         so the people can read for themselves of what was discussed at 



         these workshops. When a parent gets one of these he'll get a 
         lot out of these to tell to his children and I think this way 
         we could be of some help. And now I'm very happy hearing you 
         people talk and what you are discussing, but only this, how are 

day I hear you people talking about these children born out 
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         we going to finish it?  How is it going to function right?  And 
         this is what I want to find out for someone to have a solution, 
         what to do about it?  Maybe my son over there would be able to 
         know how to finish this and how it would work out right.  This 
         will be all for now. 
          
         SPEAKER: 
          
         To
         of wedlock.  (Oo-tin-a-ma-to-in-uk), this is what we call these 
         people from where we come from, up north. Long ago the leaders 
         used to hear and see these kinds of children right away because 
         there used to be a lot of talk when a woman was carrying one of 
         these.  And that's the time they used to tell us, "You people 
         keep this in mind in the future, there will be lots of this 
         kind of children on your reserve." 
          
         Th
         at that time my father was a councillor and later on he became 
         chief. This is what he used to tell me.  To stand up for my 
         children, my grandchildren, you have to have a sound mind, a 
         good brain and to be kind to your children and your 
         grandchildren and to lead them the right way of life.
         them at all times, you will be standing a lot of hard times. If 
         you can't do good to your relative you will be standing on 
         hard ground. This is what he used to tell me and I've seen w
         he meant a few times already.  I have seen people lose a loved 
         one through death. I try to help these people by talking to 
         them and people say, "What's the matter with that man?  He ha
         no feelings, everyone else is crying and he's still talking."  
         This is what a lot of people say.  I always think of my Maker 
         and ask him to give me a strong heart so I can be able to talk 
         when a person depends on me. 
          
         An
         reserve. It was in 1928-29, that time I used to take the pr
         from reserve to reserve.  We used to travel with horses, we 
         used to go to Frog Lake and Little Island Lake, he went aroun
         to different reserves to pray.  One time at Little Island Lake 
         a woman came in, she had a baby in her arms so the priest asked 
         her what she wanted, she told him she wanted the baby baptized 
         so the priest asked when the baby was born and she told him ten 
         days ago.  I heard you were coming that's why I brought him 
         there, she told him.  "Yes, I'll baptize your baby, are you a
         Catholic and she said yes.  Are you married?  And the woman 

          answered no. The priest looked at her and told her she had to
         tell him who the father was, otherwise he wouldn't baptize the 
         baby.  And for a long time the woman wouldn't tell who the 

          father was.  The priest told her, it says that right in this
         book here, he had a book open in his hands.   We waited a long 
         time before she told the priest who the father was, I was 

          supposed to hold the baby while it was being baptized so we
         finally got that all straightened away.   



          
         Now today this man is grown up but he's classed as a halfbreed 
         (non-treaty).  His mother is treaty so is his father because 

e         the leaders at that time didn't want these kind of people to b  
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         treaty Indian, they weren't voted in, they were outsiders. 
          
         To
         for our leaders. These are the people we thought knew these 
         things with all the book learning they have.  Whenever a youn
         woman brings in one of these halfbreeds on our reserve he 
         becomes a treaty Indian and takes the name of his grandfather.  
         One third of our reserve is made up of these people and this is 
         what I hate, I sure don't like it myself.  The way these young 
         leaders are operating.   
          
         Wh
         one of these children to become treaty.  My father was a 
         councillor for 8 years and then he was chief for 4 years a
         this he used to talk to me about.  He used to say to me, if yo
         ever become a leader, if the people don't reject you, you have 
         to look at it this way (the same as the elders used to).  If 
         you are going to go at it the blind way and don't pay attentio
         then your reserve will be full of these kind of people. When a 
         woman has one of these the child is very highly thought of.  
         Even if she's married and gets a child from someone else. This
         child is thought very highly of by the mother, we call this 
         child a bastard. And these bastards when they are grown up th
         think they are something, they think they are better than other 
         people.  And these are the people that's going to break 
         everything on our reserves in the future. If you don't ta
         stand, if you don't say nothing, these are the bastards that's 
         going to take over as these people think they are something.  
         They have no respect for anything.  They think they're above 
         everyone else as their mothers stick up for them right from th
         time they're born.  And this is what my father used to tell me 
         when I was young and now today I see it, I see it with my own 
         eyes of what he was afraid of.  I told this to my own nephew 
         who is our farm instructor, this man is my own sister's son.  
         asked him, why do these priests do this, that when a bastard is 
         born and the mother of this child's name is used (the mother's 
         parents name is used).  Just like if my daughter was to have a 
         bastard he would use my name, it would look like I had a child 
         with my own daughter, who's responsible for this?  I ask him, 
         he said, it was the priests, so I said, you guys you suck-hole 
         too much that way now.  I told him you're a Catholic and you 
         take up for them all the time. Long ago you and I weren't this
         way, I told him. For a hundred years that was there. You were 
         driving a tractor and every Saturday you'd get drunk and lay in
         bed all day Sunday with a hangover and now today did these 

f.           priests turn you that you can't do anything else for yoursel
         After you eat a big meal you go and kneel down in church and 
         take communion. You are not doing the right thing today. You 
         suck-hole to these priests too much, I told him.  This is why 
         these priests make all these laws today, just because of you 
         people, I told him. It's the same way with the chief I said, 
         out his way he has a lot of these people (bastards) and they 
         are all like that, I said. The chief he doesn't say anything 



         because his kids are all the same. 
          
         These people that were leaders long ago were hard, they didn't 
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         want these children to be treaty Indians and now today you 
         understand, I see it, these are the people that are going to 
         break us treaty Indians in the future. Because on our reserve 
         we have lots of them and this my relatives I do not like.  I 
          
         ju
         just a nothing.  I'm just begging and I'm also begging of you 
         when I come here, I think of you and ask our Maker for you to 
         give us all, kindness and wisdom and understanding. I'm very 
         thankful to all of you, it's been good to hear you people talk
         maybe we will see and know what to do and may our Maker let us 
         do whatever is best.  That whatever work we are doing may we 
         succeed. We have our pride.  I thank my Maker and these leader
         we have here. 
          
         EL
          
         We
         think will help us and our people.  You people have been 
         talking about very good and this is the way a meeting should 
         be. This is how we wanted to have and I told you so when we 
         started.   
          
         Ma
         very impatient.  They are impatient because we don't offer them
         anything for their services.  We don't do like they did in the 
         old days, we don't even ask them what will happen. This is the 
         reason why they are always in a rush.  This is why we are 

that         having a meeting here today to discuss what should be done 
         will help us all.  This won't be the only meeting we will have 
         this winter, we will have meetings all winter.  What you say 

t         here will be taped and later written down. This will be brough
         out in book form so the young people can read for themselves 
         what goes on here and how we are trying to help them.  We will
         be sending these to schools later on so the students can make 
         use of them. And also what my uncle Jim said today about 
         putting these meetings on paper.  I think this would be ve
         good this would be a forerunner of what is to come in the 
         future. This would get the people to know what's going on h
         lots of them don't know what goes on when we come here and they 
         get wrong ideas. But if we had a paper they would read about it 
         themselves. I remember a while back, Reverend McKay when he was 
         alive, he used to send out little newspapers from the church 
         and this little pamphlet used to have news items and it was 
         interesting reading, it used to tell about people and how the
         were. I wonder how many of you remember them.  These were long 
         ago. This was what he used to do and if we could do something 
         like that we would help our people I think. So what this man 
         wanted is something like that, he wanted the paper to be half 
         Cree and half English so people would have no trouble reading 
         it. Many of us we know the Cree syllabics and this is where a 
         person that can't read English reads in Cree for himself.  And 
         this is what this man suggested. This way we would be showing 
         the people what we do and also who comes here. It's much the 



          
         same like if a person gets his picture in the newspaper telling 
         about his job and stuff like.  And a person is very proud of 

n          this to read about himself and see his picture.  I'll take Joh
         here as an example, if he had his picture taken and a story 
         about him, people would recognize him and know what work he's 
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lationship is slightly different in different places but this 

         doing also read about which reserve he comes from and what he 
         has to say and so to each one of you the same way.  And also 
         from there the young people would be able to find out what we 
         are trying to do to help them.  Just like the way we are now, 
         we are working here but people don't know nothing about us.  We 
         are not known or recognized by a lot of people.  People often 
         wonder what we do, who we are, that's what happens when we just
         come here to have a meeting and nothing goes out on written 
         paper.  Like Jim Ryder or Dan Pelletier, I know these men mys
         because I work with them.  But nobody else from our way knows 
         them. Some of these workers might be known through the Indian 
         days they have throughout the province in the summers as some 
         of these workers participate in these dances.  But what they do
         here people don't know. Just like Smith and Ed LaVallee but if 
         we had a paper then people would know us and would know what we 
         are trying to do. The young people also would maybe take an 
         interest and read. We see what they do in Alberta, they have 
         their own Indian newspaper where they print all what's going 
         on. This is just like a regular newspaper.  Some even tell why
         they had to go to court and stuff like that and I think this is 
         what this man wants when he wants something in writing and 
         these meetings, I think this would be very good. And to make
         brief, I don't think I heard anyone yet, talked about what I 
         asked you, just what does kinship say or mean.  Just like when
         we say Ne-mo-som or no-com, my grandfather, my grandmother. How 
         do you say grandfather?  How do you say it, where (they) did 
         the relation originate?  What is the meaning of grandmother, 
         grandfather, father, mother, sister or the various relatives. 
         was told Kise-a-no (old man).  I guess that man that could name 
         these things the most accurately was Mr. Fineday from Sweet 
         Grass, he used to be able to explain most of these things the
         way they should be.  Also my aunt Mrs. Fineday is very good at 
         this, if she was asked what to say when you say my father, my 
         mother, my sister, my grandfather, my grandmother or the 

is a         different relations. Where did they get these names, this 
         little different as we come from different regions.  This is 
         the information we want to get.  If I gave you information of 
         what my grandfather told me, maybe your grandfather would have 
         told you different.  So if I told my children my side, they 
         wouldn't know yours.  Yours is different because all of us we
         sound a little different, even though we are all Indians.  Just
         like you discussed yesterday you discussed about how the people 
         from the west were different from the people from the east.  And 
         this is the difference.  So this is what I mean when I say this 
          
         re
         has to all come together and we have to try and do it this way.  
         We have been asked and this man here has been working on it of 
         how these different towns got their names, just like Saskatoon 
         or Prince Albert.  Why they are called that way and things like 
         this these places were landmarks before, or they were often 



         spoken of. Like what this man said about giving the halfbreed 
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         that lived close to their reserve an Indian name. So there has 
         to be a reason why these elders named these people or these 
         places the way they did, when they say Ne-mo-som, its 
         ne-mo-som- why ne-mo-som this is what they said long ago. 
         Key-sa-in-no (Old man), why?  There's got to be a meaning a
         they had a meaning.  A lot of us don't know but these things 
         they come from some place so anything you have concerning this, 
         don't be afraid to tell about it and if you have an explanation 
         just tell about it. Say for instance no-to-koa (old women), I 
         think this was interpreted by saying, a person that stays home, 
         looks after the place.  I think this way the way they said this 
         I was told some of these things but too long ago and I forgot 
         but we all try and discuss about all these different meanings 
         of different things, names, relations, names of towns and 
         cities, anything at all. And Jim here said if we could fini
         this but I think myself that it will be very hard to finish, 
         maybe it could be possible to finish at some other meeting we 
         will have. For instance the way people call us that work here 
         we are servers, this is what they call me, I bring elders here 
         to these workshops and go around reserves visiting all old 
         people and this is the way they call us - servers of the 
         people.  And this is all I can say at this time.  I can't think 
         of anything else we can discuss. This afternoon we will be 
         discussing the various ceremonies, how they were set up, how
         they were done, what is said, and things like that, about what 
         great respect was shown to these ceremonies long ago.  But 
         these we will discuss this afternoon.  Right now, kinship is
         first.  For instance Norman here didn't know that he was 
         related to this man but I've known this man for a long tim
         that's why I come to know they were related. The woman I'm 

          living with, the man she was married to was a cousin to this
         but they didn't know this as they never had met before.  They 
         met now just lately, they didn't know they were related.  I 

a         just got my cousin and told him that he was related to this m
         that way and this man's two sons wanted to see this relative 
         but he wasn't already gone by that time.  They said maybe we 
         have lots of relations that way.  Louie and Adam and their 
         sister Mary didn't know about this relation either till I to
         them about it and this is what we have to try and bring out 
         here.   
          
          
         Th
         this man whose wife I'm with and told him he was related to hi
         - I introduced them and left them to settle it.  This was 

 of          through the grandfather, so we'll try and talk about things
         this nature now.  All for now. 
          

US DUSTYHORN          PI
          
         I 
         here, about father, mother and grandmother. The only thing I 
         can say is what I heard my grandfather say, he said you are my 
         grandchild and then he turned and started telling about being 
         old.  Why he acts old. He told me about the spirits, just like 
         when they say the No-to-koa (Old woman spirit).  This is what 



         he talked about these different kinds of spirits.  I didn't 
         know why he told me this. Now whenever I hear the elders saying 
         prayers, I think right away that this was what my grandfather 
         was trying to tell me.  Our elders always told us how to 
         repsect our relations in the future and my grandfather told me 
         about his son.  Now this is your father and in the future when 
         you have a family of your own you are to tell your family about 
         your father because that's their grandfather.  Tell them that 
         you are the one that raised them. And tell your grandchildren 
         that you are their grandfather.  Why I'm telling you this 
         grandson he told me is, as far back as I can remember he said, 
         these elders when they say Ne-mo-som (grandfather) they are 
         talking about the spirits, he said. As if the grandfatherness 
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         came from there. And this is how my grandfather described it. 
         But in the future he said, it's up to you to talk about it and 
         you can't go and tell your children of who they will be related 
         to because we don't know.  It's up to the young people like who 
         they are going to marry and then relations will come from 
         there. A person doesn't know this as he doesn't know who hi
         son or daughter will marry.  So we cannot say to our children, 
         you'll be related to this person this way and that person that 
         way because we don't know.  I can't say much more as I always 
         go by what my grandfather told me.  Thank you. 
          
         JI
          
         Wh
         what topic we will be on tomorrow. He said we can't make the 

a         people sit too long as they get tired, some of them they have 
         long way to go when they go home.  So it wouldn't hurt if you 
         hurry it up a bit.  We can finish on what we're discussing now 
         and go onto the next subject. We will discuss about lecturing 
         our children, how it was with us and the young today. 
          
          
         As
         respect or none at all. Whenever we face our child and try to
         tell him something before listening for long he gets mad or he 
         slams out the door. He doesn't want to be told anything as he's 
         got a little book learning and we don't know anything so the 

a          only way I think to speak to our children is kind of tell him 
         story from using some other young person as an example.  Tell 
         them what this young man did to get himself the trouble he has 
         now. How the parents worry and this way the children won't 
         think we are shouting at them, trying to get something acros
         to them. Because this all we hear on every reserve of how these
         young people get into trouble with the law.  Maybe if we sit 
         with them and tell them in story form they might listen. Our 
         children today they figure they know everything and really hat
         for someone else to come along to tell them something.  The 
         lectures the elders gave us long ago were different.  An elde
         when he was going to talk to this children, he used to stick a 
         knife in the ground and he would talk by this and this was 
         meant to be his word.  If we did that to our children today 
         they would hit us when they're grown up. Today we have to mak
         our lectures softer, more like telling a story, take another 
         person for an example, tell them, see this man did this and 



         look at the trouble he's in.  And maybe this will kind of get 
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         through to them.  I think this is the only way today.  We can 
         store up our stories for the future and pick one out the one we
         think will help the young person most.  This is what we were 
         discussing when we went out. 
          
         Wh
         around the bush.  He gave his lectures point blank, he gave 
         hard facts straight.   
          
         They used to use the road as examples. If you know or see 
         trouble where you're going, you take the road that goes aro
         not straight into trouble (after these road allowances come in, 
         now they are going every mile in each direction) and these they 
         used to tell us are going to get you into trouble, these 
         straight road, if you can't go around where the trouble is
         This is the way you're thinking should be they said, straight, 
         so you can avoid trouble, go around trouble when you see it 
         coming.  This is what is going to make trouble for you. It's 
         going to kill you, make trouble, give you hard times. 
          
         Th
         true.  How did they know?  They never looked at a newspaper or a 
         book to know this. They knew from their heart what was coming. 
         They were wise and this is the way they gave lectures to us 
         when we were young to have respect for everything.  My nephew 
         will now give us a few words and tell us what happened to the 
          

dian. The problem we are having today, the young today they          In
         have no respect for anything, people, their parents and elders,
         pipe ceremony, sometimes you see young people making fun of an 
         elder while making an offering they mimic and say all kinds of 
         things and this is not right. And this we will discuss and 
         maybe our children will get to understand these things again
         tell our children what we are trying to do for them.  Thank 
         you.   
          

EAKER         SP
          
         I 
         fourteen years old. In the mornings I talk to him.  I burn swee
         grass and make scent, I say prayers to our maker.  I tell my 
         son to have respect for fellow Indians, parents and especially
         elders. And the way I see him he follows this pretty good. He 
         gives these elders a little money whenever he can.  One time 
         he told me this, my father - a person that shows kindness to a
         elder always has a little help from somewhere.  I have been 
         struck a number of times when I think about how to be more ki
         to an elder, there's always a way out, I can always get 

the          something to be of help to me. It is true that my son is 
         same as the rest of the young people.  Reckless.  He also has 
         started to drink alcohol and this I tell him to stop.  But I 
         guess he gets this from me as I used to drink heavy myself. 
          
         Bu
         drinking.  I have a great respect for this ceremony and also 
         when I go into a Sundance tent I always use the sweetgrass 



         scent on my hands before taking the pipe. And again I do the 
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 said, my father I will always try and do my best to do what 
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         same when I'm going out of the tent. I do this because I 
         respect this pipe ceremony and I tell this to my son all t
         time.  This way I hope he doesn't forget and maybe tell his 
         children in the future. 
          
         He
         you have told me.  
          
         An
          
         MR
          
         My fellow relatives I will talk about what my grandfather Loud 
         Voice used to say.  He used to talk about what would happen to 
         us in the future and what he used to say, I see it now and it's 
         true. He knew what was coming in the future and what he used to 
         say this is what is happening now. He said we'd have no 
         relations or we'd be fighting among ourselves to hit each
         and he used to say whoever is chief to the people.  (This was 
          
         ab
         time these children were not allowed to be treaty Indians when 
         born of an Indian mother. And I think this is what he means 
         here.)  Your relative if you are not able to support him on 
         your reserve you make a house for him outside the reserve and 
         support him from the reserve, this is your fellow Indian. 
         Kindness, you show your kindness this way. If a person is a
         to show kindness this is most important and this is what I think
         about today when that man said about these bastards on our 
         reserves. Today I have a young person of this type and it is
         truth.  Today I don't even have a house, let alone anything 
         else, just because of him, he breaks me whichever way I turn.
         There's only two of us Ochapooways living today, the rest are 
         people of these kinds on our reserve. And I'm glad to hear 
         today about what you people talk about.  About relations and
         elders and respect and kindness. I hope we can have all these 
         things.  This will be all for now. 
          
          
         SP
          
         I'
         think its hard, very hard.  I think what we have to do is 
         always think about our Maker and say a prayer when we get u
         the morning and at night when we retire. There's nothing else.  
         To always think right of our Maker and our well being also for 
         our fellow humans.  And what we do here is very hard, we never 
         seem to get anything finished but this happens all the time, it 
         usually does, of what you said just now. This is what we are 
         heading for. And this is what's going to happen and is 
         happening.  But we talk about how to be good and how to 
         along with each other. And I think we can do this if we think
         positive. I'm sure this would happen if we all got together in 
         everything we do.  A person if he uses a strong attitude toward 
         his fellow man uses his thinking right, respect and kindness 
         and I'm sure that this would be all that would be needed. If w



         ask our Maker for something for someone else you feel it in 
         heart that you are trying to do good to another person and a 
         person feels somewhat satisfied. 
          
         These things we will all see and I think this way we will be 
         able to get along with each other and have things run the way 
         they should be run, work at these things, easy (slow).  Don't 
         rush through anything as things never get done right this way.  
         (Easy does it.) 
          
         This is very good if a person works at it this way, the only 
         way to do that is depend on our Maker at all times. 
          
         This is all for now.  I like listening to you people. 
         ANDREW KING 
          
         I can't say very much myself today but I'm very glad to hear 
         you people talk this way as I get a lot out of these workshops. 
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ll you about my grandchildren.  These two boys I've 
 

         I have young daughters and young sons myself and I hear a lot 
         here of what will help me and my family as I'm quite young yet.  
         But I try and talk to my family all I can. A while back I used to 
         do a lot of drinking myself but today I don't use the stuff 
         anymore.  Because I saw what harm it was doing to me and 
         everything else, it's been over two years now since I quit
         drinking.  About these relationships you are discussing, I'm
         thinking while I'm sitting here that it would be very good on 
         our reserves if we could invite young people to sit with us and
         listen to these elders have these young people at least once a 
         week, this way they could see for themselves what we are trying 
         to do here.  The way we are doing it here is very slow. 
          

m writing down all what you have said at these worksho         I'
         it's very slow if we go by that, I'm not saying it's no good, 
         it's very good when we have it in book form but it's very slow.
         But if we come out with something a little sooner for our young 
         people this would help a great deal. Because we see today where 
         our young people are going so if we can have them sit with elders
         listen to them, I think this would help a lot.  This is where 
         we start to lose our relationship (kinship).  Why these young 
         people don't think very much of their parents (no respect).  
         Because they don't know what relation they are to people. But 
         if we had these young people and explain these things to them 
         they would know. And that way we would also be having our young
         people to become involved.  It's the idleness on our reserves 
         that makes these young people the way they are.  They have too 
         much time with nothing to do.  And when this happens they land 
         up in some town and they start to drink.  And as you all know 
         what happens after that, as soon as they taste that stuff they 
         forget about everything else.  And pretty soon they get into 

t         trouble, but if we could keep our young people busy we wouldn'
         see this too much.  Thank you.  This is all I have to say to 
         you.   
          
         SPEAKER: 
          

will te         I 
         raised since they were babies and now they are grown up.  They



         have a lot of respect for the ceremonies we do. Every time I 
         make an offering, I make a sweat tent, I don't know how they 
         come to know when I'm going to do this but they're always there. 
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         Even my son, he brings his children along and he helps me a 
         little.  These people work outside the reserve so I don't know 
         how they find out when I'm making a sweat tent. But what I'm 
          
         going to talk about is when my grandchildren were small we 
         always talked to them. Not hard but we told them enough. The
         used to look at us and sit still we used to tell them about 
         these ceremonies.  How our Maker had mercy on the Indian that 
         follows the ceremonies and this is what I used to tell my young
         men and grandchildren.  And what I'm surprised at is how they 
         know when I make a sweat tent but they always come and I like 
         this, it is very good for them.  This should be done more among
         young people. Just like the work we are doing here we are 
         trying to help the younger generation.  May our Maker have 
         mercy on us so we can carry on the work we are doing and 
         succeed to be able to help these young people that are gro
         up.  I'll tell you a little more of my grandchildren of what 
         they did.  There was a Sundance at Piapots so the older one 
         said, "Let's go and get our grandfather."  So they went and g
         him to come.  This is my father-in-law and he sits in a 
         wheelchair.  They carried him into the Sundance tent and 
         came to ask me if he will be able to sing.  I told them, yes.  
         So while my father-in-law was singing we all sat with him to 
         help him, all his grandchildren sitting there facing him. I 
         would tell you a lot more but this will be all for now. I jus
         wanted to tell you this. 
          
         SP
          
         I 
         discussing. The pipe, this is one of the leaders towards 

re)          relationship.  Now maybe these two elders here are mad (so
         because we don't ask them about relations of long ago, how they
         went or how they were. We have lost a lot of this by not asking 
         an elder something and it's not hard, whenever we see an old 
         man to think this man might know something. And it's not hard 
         to say to him, I don't know who you are but here is tobacco, 
         tell us something.  The elder will be very happy to talk, he 
         will be willing to help all he can to the very young ones and 
         older ones.  What he tells us we can pass on to our children 
         and I really hope this happens of what this man said about 
         wanting a paper about our workshops here. This would be a gr
         help not only for myself but the young people in particular.  
         They could read for themselves of what we do here.  If these 
         workers could get these written I think this would be a great 
         help and they also said that the Saulteaux and Assiniboine are 
         going to have workshops too. Well if all our sayings were 
         written and have people read them then they would get an id
         of what goes on.  Because a lot of these people can read and 
         these are the people that don't know about relations.  There a
         a lot of these people, don't know nothing about pipe ceremonies 
         or what was God-given to the Indian.  If we have this paper we 
         can go home and say this is what we discussed up there and 
          



         people will tell us, that's right, because they read what was 
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out our ceremonies I respect them.  My father respected them 
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ll just say a few words before we have our meal as I told you 

o.  

 cousin here also my nephew and at home I told the chief and 

 

         said.  And I also know about these children you are talking 
         about. We have lots of them too on our reserve. These are the
         children born to unwed mothers, we have had that kind of 
         experience ourselves now for quite a while.  I was a chief 
         myself when I was younger and I used to have all kinds of 
         trouble that way, I was selected as a young man when I was 
         chief.  This is when I came to know what happens when a woman 
         gets into trouble.  That man that gets her into trouble gets 
         away with it, whether it is a negro, white man or Indian, but 
         is dropped on our shoulders.  And this is very hard, I don't 
         know how a man can solve this problem, all I know is it's very
         hard.   
          
         Ab
         and my children also respect them.  This is all for now. 
          
         SP
          
         I won't say very much but you hear what these people are 
         talking about.  I was given lectures the same way myself. 
         is very good, if something is good, think about the Almighty 
         (Manitou) so you will always use the truth, this was what I was 
         told by my elders. If you are going to use the truth, think 
         about our Maker first, always think of him first. Because he 
         knows just by thinking about him what you are thinking about, 
         what is bothering you.  And this is if you are going to use the
         truth if you don't use wrong words to your neighbor and this is 
         what I was told in my lectures over and over again. My father 
         when he lectured me, he used to give me hard lectures, my 
         father wasn't easy on me.  But now today I'm never sorry fo
         what he told me as he was telling me about something good that
         I could pass on to my children, he never told me or showed me 
         anything that was bad or evil. 
          
         An
         and when I was young and I've always took care of elders now, 
         anywhere.  Whenever I see an old man with white hair I'm always
         thankful as I always think that God is looking after this man.  
         I take it to heart and think that this man is being watched by 
         the Almighty and this is all I wanted to tell you.  And now I 
         thank you all and I enjoy hearing you people talk. 
          

M KANIPITETEW          JI
          
         I'
         people we'd take a walk and it's near that time now. But I 
         wanted to speak on one thing that was brought up by the sten
         It is true that I like this idea and I've brought this up with 
          
         my
         the former administrator I told them what I thought and what 
         I'd like to do.  As this would be for our reserve, if they 
         would get some funds from somewhere enough to give an elder to 
         buy canvas for a tipi to use on the reserve as a lecture room 
         where parents and children can come at least once a week to 
         listen to elders give lectures.  And when I told them this at



         home on my reserve the people said, "He's going to make a 
         Sundance and plans on making money out of this," and this brought 
         me down quite a bit. This was not my idea at all, I was 

or          planning on trying to help my reserve by having a place f
         lectures.   
          
         I was planning on putting this tipi in a clean place and keep 
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         this piece of ground (sacred).  And I want to thank this man 
         that brought this up about these tipis. I wanted to tell them 
         while our leaders are here my cousin and my nephew and Mr. 
         Tootoosis told me we could not work on that. When these elders 
         go home to their various reserves they would pick out an elder 
         to work at this.  Anybody at all can be selected to work even my
         cousin here. If we had a place like this where elders could 
         talk to these young people at least once a week, this would b
         a great thing, keep our young out of mischief and teach them to 
         show a little respect. And this is what I've been asking for 
         now for a long time.  A place on each reserve where elders can
         invite young people to talk.  Thank you. 
          
         SP
         tipis for elders on our reserve.  About three months ago I was 
         sitting with two councillors from our reserve. They were 
         discussing something, when they were done, they asked me w
         wanted, so I told them that I would like to tell them about one 
         thing I would like to see on my reserve. I would like to see 
         two or three elders here, I told them, we have them here, I 
         said.  We have these elders that are wise and have a lot of 
         experience in Indian lecturing.  You should select two or thr
         of these elders to speak to our children two or three times a 
         month.  Let them know about our Indian way of life and the 

re         various ceremonies we do.  Tell them about the kind of lectu
         we used to be given, that means us that are old now, I said.  
         You are young yet, you don't know, you weren't lectured this 
         way so you don't give a damn about our Indian way of life.  An
         this I'd like to have done here on our reserve. We should have 
         these kind of lectures here for our children. And after I finish
         telling them this one of the councillors said, that it might be 
         a good idea and told me he would see the rest of the leaders.  
         And I've never heard anymore from them so far so I guess it's 
         got to be us to try and work together in order to get something
         like this. Our leaders act as if they are not interested, some 
          

 them say it would be nice if this could happen.  But I          of
         really think that this is what we should have on our reserv
         Because we all have lots of young people on our reserves once 
         we'd get some interested and then the rest would follow.  We 
         have elders on our reserves that are willing to help this way,
         get these elders and the young people together at least once or 
         twice a month. Give them lectures on our Indian way of life and 
         customs, you all see what's happening now today.  Tell them 
         about what it was like long ago and what our elders told us. 
         They were the people that were wise, they were the people that
         thought of everything, they were the people that pointed out 
         everything of what would be useful to us, and what to take, an
         they also told us what wasn't good, what not to take and when I 
         start to think of these things, all other things gather and I 



         wind up with a whole lot of thinking as I have a big family and 
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Indian doings and Indian customs which we are working 
. It is true that it's hard to get together as we are too far 

e's a 

 

         lots of grandchildren so I don't know what can be done.  How 
         can we talk to young people today, in order to take what's the
         good words?  We have these good speakers that have experience in
         the lectures of our Indian life and this would happen, just 
         like what you are discussing here today the elders when they 
  
         now, we know this, we listened to our elders and took their 
         word.  Now today there's nothing like this.  Our children know 
         the books too much that they put our Indian culture behind.  
         lay around at home with a book and they figure they know 
         everything. I guess the use of their education, they know how 
         to read and write but about their Indian way of life they 
         completely in the dark.  That's our young today, they don't 
         know about Indian life of long ago because no one tells them 
         and this is what I wanted to tell you today.  And about havin
         papers made of our meetings, I think that this would be a very 
         good idea as I read myself both in English and Cree and this I 
         think people would enjoy very much.  Those of us that are 
         Catholic know the Cree syllabics that are written by them but 
         these Cree syllabics that come from Prince Albert they get 
         mixed up as I think the Cree is a little different.  But those 
         that are written in the Catholic books those I can read and I 
         read these often to my children.  I tell them the stories from 
         there.  These stories tell about young people and sometimes it 
         tells about alcohol, all kinds of different stories and the 
         children like to listen to these, they usually sit very still 
         and not say anything. 
          
         But I like the idea of 
         be
         Cree syllabics.  A lot of old people don't understand English but
         most of them can read Cree and this way the paper would be ve
         much appreciated. I know the people up north most of them read 
         Cree and also for our school children it would help them if 
          
         they read these. They'd know that we are very interested in 

em.  That's all.          th
          
         ELI BEAR 
          
         About our 
         at
         apart even though we have cars. And we have all kinds of 
         trouble trying to get the stuff we need.  And us poor Indians 
         we can't always get what we need because we are poor. Ther
         lot of things we just can't afford. I've heard young people 
         sometime say, "These people are given money, they'll never go 
         broke."  But I don't know where it is.  This elder as we call
         him is very kind whenever he sees his grandchildren he gives 
         them what money he can.  He gives his grandchildren to try and 
         please them in many ways and this I see. Also I've seen many 
         times where some of these young people will go and wait in town 
         when their grandparents are getting their cheques.  And they 
         ask them for money and as an Indian has a good heart he gives 
         his money to his grandchildren and we hear people say all the 
         time, "He's got lots of money anyway."  I don't think that 



         there are any old people that have that kind of money to spare.  

 an elder was given clothes which didn't fit the owner 
ymore. They weren't new but an elder enjoyed this just to 
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         It is true that long ago these elders were respected, they were 
         given food. Whenever someone would kill something they would 
         give some of it to elderly people on his reserve. As soon as an 
         old man would run out of bannock there would be someone to cook 
         him some and take it to his home.  And now today the elderly 
         person is living on canned meat and bread because no one seems 
         to care for him anymore and this is where most of his money 
         goes.  
          
         Long ago
         an
         have on clean clothes. Today that's not done, there's clothes 
         laying around all over but no one ever thinks about cleaning 
         them up to give to an elder. And these are the things we don't 
         do anymore but should be doing, and all the while we are tryin
         to depend on them whenever we want something done.  And when we 
         say they have money to travel with or use in some other way, 
         like whenever they are wanted by another elder to help him in 
         making the ceremony he's making. I don't think we should be 
         that hard on them to depend on them all the time without them 
         getting much help. This we should try and think of some way w
         could help these people.  Many of these old people have a hard 
         time whenever they want to put on some kind of ceremony.  As 
         they just don't have enough stuff they need so they have a very 
         hard time. They can't get all the things they want and this is 
         where we have to try and help them in some way and the help is 
         there now, we have to help them but it's up to you people to 
          
         decide how. For instance if an elder is going to make some kin
         of
         needs in one store, can't do everything in one place. As a lot of
         the elders deal in one store where they can charge up groceri
         and other stuff. Sometime the store doesn't have all the things 
         he needs to use in his ceremony.  Sometime the store wouldn't 
         have the kind of cloth he wants or maybe tobacco or even 
         groceries and as you know an elder can't work so he can't go 

use          and borrow money. He can't borrow money from a farmer beca
         he's not able to work it out and the storekeeper is not very 
         fussy about getting an elder, get too far behind on his bills, 
         as maybe it's quite high already and then the elder sometime 
         has no way to turn.  And this is what we have to try and figure 
         out how best we can help how we can get him started and help 
         him while he's having this ceremony. These are the things we 
         have to figure out all the different things we can do somethin
         to make things easier for him. Even us they work here, a lot o
         times we are not quite sure of what we are doing.  We 
         fieldworkers a lot of times we are not sure of how to approach 
         an old man, we are not sure if this old man would under
         what we are trying to do. So therefore we will have to get 
         some instructions from some of you people so this is what's hard 
         because we don't really know how to approach an elder, what 
         a person supposed to do?  I don't feel capable enough to be 
         asking these things from an elder so I can't do my job to the 
         fullest extent.  But if we can have help in these on how to 
         start talking to an elder an elder maybe you have seen only the
         first time in your life, this is the help we need.  This way 



         we could find some way to help then we would be able to help 
         them more.  There are many things, just like my uncle here 
         said. Apparently there was money available on their reserve to
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         help him while he made a Sundance. But the administrator tur
         around and wouldn't give him any money so this was very hard on 
         him, as a thing like this a man could spend a lot of money. The 
         people depend on him but he doesn't get no help from them.  So 
         this is what these old men are up against and I also heard one 
         old man here today that when his child got married it cost him 
         $188.00 even though he didn't spend the money foolishly and 
         this is what will have to do something about.  For instance 
         I'll say that I'm sending for Jim Ryder say I'm going to put 
         some kind of ceremony.  Well he doesn't have any money and 
         doesn't know how he can get here and he definitely wants to 
         come and help.  So in a case like this when a man is lighted
         and has to be there, this is where we come in to try and find
         ways to help these people that are invited.   And I'll talk about 
         the cars that the field workers use.  I'm driving one myself 
         maybe in a case like this they could tell one of us to go and 
         get whoever is invited and take him to wherever the ceremony 
         is. This would be one way of helping but this I don't know, we 
         will have to ask.  We have to try and come up with something s
          
         we can make life a little easier for these elders. We have to 
         th
         we move right along?  And this is what you want to tell us as 
         we have to tell each other these things.  There's no one that 
         knows all these things thoroughly, sometime an elder is not 
         pleased of all that's done. Some elders are not very easy to 
         get along with, some of them are easy to get mad, get upset 
         easily. Just like me I'm getting more cranky in my old age but
         that's the way it is. If we are going to work at this and try
         to see it through then we will have to try and help each other. 
         So if we depend on these elders to help us with this work, we 
         have to listen to what they say.  The elders will work along 
         side of us and tell us what's best to do and this is what I 
         would like to hear you people discuss.  You will not be the 
         only ones on this as there will be Saulteaux workshops also 
         Assiniboine workshops and Sioux workshops. So if we can all 
         work together maybe we could get something done.  There's got
         to be one or two among us that will be able to come up with 
         some good idea we can use.  And I guess it's up to us to think 
         and try our best. We look like we are dangling from a string 
         right now but if we ever break loose and start doing things and 
         things start being right, then we'll know that our maker above
         is watching over us. And the work we are trying to do because 
         some  people think that we are not doing the right thing here.  
         I'll tell you about one I picked up on the road, I won't give 
         his name. I don't name these people that don't believe in what 
         we do, he said.  I won't go to this meeting I don't want to 
         make a fool out of anything but this is not the way it is, but 
         this man has never been here with us to know what we do here 
         we don't know what this person has been told.  There are many 
         of these people that have a wrong idea.  You find these people 
         they don't know what goes on and it's hard for us to give 
         advice or to explain, we can't go to give them advice on what 
         to do. But we have to find a way to talk to these people so



         they'll understand. Whenever Smith and I go on the road we 
         discuss these things at great deal, how can we make it more 
         effective. How can we please the elders more. Sometimes I get a 
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s right, this is very good.  I like these discussions very 
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over here I thought 
ght away that he wouldn't come for nothing.  So we caught the 

 

 glad when this man came to my home and asked me if I 
e here.  I was surprised but Eli warned that he would 

nding pipe. About what you people are discussing here, I 

         lump in my throat just listening to him how he could make thi
         what we're doing get really going. We are trying our best but 
         people are sure slow to listen. I sure take pity on him as he 
         really wants to get things done, he'll say we won't tell them, 
         let them decide on how this will work, let them tell us which 
         side to work, a lot of times we discuss these things a great 
         deal and his ideas are very good but how can we reach that?  
         This is what we are going to work on. 
          
          
          
         SP
          
         True, my r
         wa
         much and I'm also very glad for these workers also. An old man 
         once told me if you have work working for people always keep 
         your ears open, always listen, try to learn everything that you 
         hear, always have respect for other people. Now what my 
         relative here said concerning money. I'll take as an example, 
         the dance they had at home, I didn't know this right away
         there was $500.00 involved from each reserve and there's four 
         reserves, that's $2,000.00 for the dance.  I was kind of mad 
         when I found out about this because the money was used 
         foolishly.  Where did they get this?  We have a young chief on

 much         our reserve and this is what he does.  I would like very
         of we would get the auditors to come to our reserve and see 
         where the money is going without us knowing (the people on our 

y         reserve).  Five hundred dollars, that's quite a bit. Also the
         paid $100.00 a day for the auditorium for three days of 
         dancing.  What I'm trying to say here is we should have had 

 have          half that money go for what we are doing here. This would
         helped us a little but this is my idea.  And I'm getting a 
         little old myself now, I'm 67 years old. 
          
         But when my cousin came to get me to come 
         ri
         bus in the middle of the night it was raining heavy and this is
         how I come to be with him.  But I'm very glad to be here again 
         this is my second time. The first time I wasn't too sure about 
         coming but this time I was very happy when they asked me to 
         come.  So now I thank you. 
          
         SPEAKER: 
          
         I was very

uld com         wo
         be coming to get me sometime and when he did he was in a hurry. 
         We didn't even have time to change clothes, he said we would 
         change clothes when we got to where we were going but I'm glad 
         to be here and meeting you people. 
          

dian ceremonies I'm always          I'm not a very good speaker as at In
         te



         would be very happy myself if we were to get money someplace to 
         help people like this.  Just like last summer I spent quite a 
         lot of money this way as these elders sometime sent me tobacco 
         and I have to be at their ceremonies.  Sometime I have a very 
         hard time to get some money in order to go where I'm invited. 
         Sometime we have to sell something in order to get some money 
          
         but I have to be at these ceremonies.  I believe in these 
         ceremonies, I believe I'm getting something by being there.  
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ery much at this time I just wanted to bring out 
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         Anyway, I don't mind selling something if what I'm doing is
         helping someone.  But I would like this very much myself if we
         could get some money for these people that are making 
         Sundances.   
          
         I have often w
         ar
         way I'm thinking if a man making a Sundance was given some 
         money he would be able to buy enough tobacco and spiritual 
         cloth also for the dancers some time people come from great 
         distances and maybe they just barely get there, run out of 
         money. These he could help also.  And this is my thinking and
         pray to our Maker that he have mercy on us so we can make ou
         work a success. 
          
         That's all. 
          
         NORMAN FRANK 
          
         I am very glad
         di
         that way.  What we usually do at Sweet Grass is have a 
         collection for the man who is going to make a Sundance.  We have
         some money raising things going on in our reserve. We ha
         bingos and these bring in quite a bit of money pretty fast. We 
         have community sports day and this brings in a little money 
         too.  A reserve can make money this way if people all get 
         together and give their full support but if some are lacking 
         behind their people are not so fussy to help. We can't get 
         anywhere this way.  Everyone has to be interested and what we 
         are discussing here is how we can help each other.  This loo
         very good to try and have something this way. We are all 
         involved, not only for ourselves, but for everyone.  And this 
         is one thing I like very much, I'm old now. I have lots of
         worries to think about but I really like this I can't say very 
         much so this will be all. 
          
         ANDREW KING 
          
         I can't say v

 the only          is
         we all have chiefs and councillors who are leaders for us.  And
         the way they do with money is they make a budget.  I was 
         thinking maybe if we say something that they could have some 
         money set aside for this purpose to help elders who are makin
         ceremonies.  Many of our reserves we have our own 
         administration and there's money there also; under special 
          



         needs, this money is meant for maybe some babies need special 
 

 
le 

 
h.  And 

n 

I 

for now. I think we heard someone here say in 
glish that he doesn't know how to approach an old man.  And 

er 
nts at ceremonies. I will say that just like being a server 

co 

ile 
 was speaking and thus it is not recorded. 
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         milk or something like that and I think it would be good if we
         had these administrators set some of this aside also for to 
         help elders making ceremonies and help these people who are 
         travelling to these workshops to use for meals and 
         transportation.  Because this is a big thing we are trying to
         do, it is very hard to try and tell these young peop
         something about our Indian customs and culture because we young
         people, we are being led astray by the white man too muc
         this is why I'm happy to work at this sort of work as I know 
         for myself.  I was walking a long ways away, the white man's 
         side.  It's like I'm climbing back on top again since I've bee
         working at this kind of work again.  It's no good to try to 
         leave our Indian culture.  I see now what the white man did for 
         me. I thought I was doing the right thing but I see now that 
         was wrong.  And this is why I try my best and try to help these 
         people all I can. I'm not afraid to talk to the young people as 
         I'm not old myself yet even when they talk right to me. I don't 
         mind I don't say anything to try to hurt them and this is all I 
         can say to you. 
          
         PIUS DUSTYHORN 
          
         I will say this 
         En
         this is what we are discussing right now.  How we can help or 
         where can we get help for a man making ceremonies. 
          

hat an eld         A server - These people know how to go about doing w
         wa
         and you know what to do when you approach an elder.  Just like 
         we have all been told by elders, like these elders that are 
         here with us now and also those that are not here. Our elders 
         that are with us today they will say the same thing. This is 
         what is missing today.  When we go to visit an elder, if we 
         are going to depend on him for something, we were told by our 
         elders, don't just ask by mouth alone. They used to use tobac
         and this they would hand to the elders and this way the elder 
         is always ready to try and help someone who is depending on 
         him.  I wish our chiefs and councillors were to help us. 
          
         NOTE:  The speaker goes on but someone changed the tape wh
         he
          
         (End of Interviews)     
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