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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Elders recall what life was like when they were raising their 
         children.   
                              ELDER LADIES WORKSHOP 
          
         SPEAKER:  Observe - Ed Fox 
          
         First of all what we want to do is to find out the ways and 
         means of our lives, anything that you can think of. So we'd 
         like to start off with Mrs. Fineday, about her life raising her 
         family.  So if you don't mind, you can also discuss your past 
         relations on your kinfolk, so go ahead. 
          
         SPEAKER:  Mrs. Fineday: 
          
         I will start off with my life, raising my family.  It was hard 
         to bring up my kids. I used to snare rabbits and chickens and I 
         used to put in a hell of a garden in order to bring up my 
         children.  When I used to trap rabbits, I used to take all my 
         kids to look at the snares. If there was a rabbit caught I used 
         to let my kids carry them. So I set my snares for chickens.  I 
         would go on horseback when I went to see my snares. That's how 
         I used to work in order to support my family. You know, years 
         ago there was no relief. I didn't get an allowance or any 
         pension.  We used to keep my father-in-law.  He did get a little 
         assistance, very little. This is how I brought my children up 
         and as they grew up, they went to school. I used to cut wood 



         with my old man and I used to sell it in order to feed my 
         children. There was no money floating around and then I used to 
         save some money.  This was in order to have some grub for my 
         kids.  Sometimes there used to be some meat at the farm house; 
         elk, moose, deer meat.  This then we traded for wood, because I 
         couldn't snare in the summer time.  For years we never got free 
         money, and still had plenty to eat. Then the agent used to 
         sell some lard and so on. But now there is no assistant agent. 
         Now the farm house is empty, deserted by the so-called farm 
         instructor. 
          
         As my boys grew up to be men, they joined the army; the two 
         boys Sydney and Johnny.  My two daughters stayed home.  I never 
         used to like the army.  I was lonely at times for them.  I only 
         had the two boys, "Mom, don't cry for us when we go to 
         overseas, we'll be back anyway."  But I still couldn't forget 
         them.  So one of the boys got wounded in overseas. He wrote a 
         letter to his sister that he got wounded but I guess he said he 
         didn't tell his mom because she would be worried. He said he 
         would be in a hospital for the next three months.  So this son 
         here, went overseas three times.  It is very hard to see a son 
         joining the army. It's just like that they would get hurt 
         overseas.  So I prayed hard for them so that they could be back 
         home again. Now at times when they were in the army I used to 
         get small pension for my two boys in the service; it helped 
          
          
         support the rest of the children.  But that wasn't very easy to 
         see two of my boys in the army.  Now I'm very happy living with 
         all my kids.  My two daughters have quite a few children.  They 
         have thirteen kids; my boys also have large families.  It's 
         very nice to have a large family. The times I'm most happy are 
         when my grandchildren come in to see me. So that's my story, 
         maybe you don't know, "who is this lady?"  I'm Mrs. Sam 
         Fineday, Sweet Grass Reserve. 
          
         MRS. CANNEPOTATO: 
          
         I am going to say a few words.  I'm very happy with them as 
         they are today.  We used to have hardships too, and used to 
         take liquor heavy now.  I don't drink liquor now.  We were only 
         too happy to bring up these kids we have now.  I brought these 
         kids up; these kids were given to me, also my own.  My mother 
         died years ago, so I was brought up by my grandmother.  I've 
         had long happiness with my grandmother.  She is still alive, so 
         we're still living together.  I'm living with my husband, 
         although he drinks heavy.  So does my son.  He drinks heavy but 
         my daughter-in-law doesn't drink at all.  I really do believe 
         in Indian culture.  All these ceremonial dances.  That's all 
         for now.   
          
         SPEAKER: 
          
         I have to relate almost everything that has been said here to 
         how hard it was.  This old lady that just finished her story. I 
         rode on horseback to fetch snares.  I'm going to call her a 
         friend. The way I think, years ago it wasn't that bad.  So I'm 



         not saying that you who have already stated your views of 
         yesteryear aren't telling the truth, but as of today these 
         white people have really spoiled us. Years ago men and young 
         men used to work.  Today we're living so easy, money coming in 
         from the government.  There is no work today.  Cars - we go 
         everywhere we please.  I used to remember that the old lady 
         used to tell me, "You got hurt years ago when I got hurt in the 
         head but it has been long."  So today we get family allowance.  
         I already had four children when I received my first cheque. 
         The old man used to farm; he drove in a wagon to haul grain to 
         town.  Now today my children have been married and I have 
         grandchildren.  These are the ones about whom I'm really 
         scared.  Any day, anything can happen. I pray for my children 
         and my grandchildren.  I love my grandchildren and they love me 
         too.  So I really like it now that I have quite a few 
         grandchildren.  So right here me being in it, I really 
         appreciate it to meet many friends.          
         SPEAKER: 
          
         I have had thirteen children and I have quite a few 
         grandchildren - twenty or more.  I have four men and six girls, 
         three deceased.  Years ago my dad was a good worker; he did 
         support us good.  Today now I'm very nervous about my children 
         and grandchildren, the way things are going. Today, I get very 
         nervous with my grandchildren, anything can happen to anybody.  
         I do keep my grandchildren most of the time because their 
         parents are working.  I think a lot of my youngest boy even if 
         he works out at the farmers place, the white man.  Years ago I 
         did lots of work.  I hauled hay with the team and also hauled 
         wood.  I tell this to my grandchildren.  I've been here now two 
         times.  I thank these people who sponsor this program; it is 
         very good for me to listen to older people and hear many new 
         things.  So may we meet again in the future, may we meet our 
         children in good health on our return home.  It's only a year 
         ago I became an orphan when I lost my last parent.  I really 
         think a lot of things the white man is killing, our nature, the 
         animals, trees, grass and herbs we used for medicine.  So I 
         don't know what to say. 
          
         (End of Interviews)     
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