
 
          
          
          
          
          
          
         DOCUMENT NAME/INFORMANT:           THE BEAVER STRUGGLE 
         INFORMANT'S ADDRESS:               SARCEE RESERVE 
                                            ALBERTA 
         INTERVIEW LOCATION:                 
                                             
         TRIBE/NATION:                      SARCEE 
         LANGUAGE:                          ENGLISH 
         DATE OF INTERVIEW:                  
         INTERVIEWER:                        
         INTERPRETER:                        
         TRANSCRIBER:                       J. GREENWOOD 
         SOURCE:                            SARCEE CULTURAL EDUCATION CENTRE 
                                            REF.  HARLEY CROWCHILD 
         TAPE/DOCUMENT NUMBER               IH-AS.08 
         DISK:                              TRANSCRIPT DISC 10 
         PAGES:                             3 
         RESTRICTIONS:                      NONE 
          
          
         HIGHLIGHTS: 
           
         - An account of the origins of the Sarcee Indians. 
          
                               THE BEAVER STRUGGLE 
          
          
              Within the Beaver tribe, well before the coming of the 
         white man, there was struggle for power going on between two 
         factions, one led by the family of the hereditary chief.  The 
         outcome of that struggle was uncovered and recorded in the 
         middle of the last century by Captain W.F. Butler.  Of the 
         Beaver struggle, he writes: 
          
                   One day a young chief shot his arrow through a 
              dog belonging to another brave.  The brave revenged 
              the death of his dog, and instantly a hundred bows 
              were drawn.  Ere night had fallen some eighty warriors 
              lay dead around the camp, the pine woods rang with 
              lamentations of the women, the tribe had lost its 
              best, bravest men. 
               
                   "There was a temporary truce -- the friends of 
              the chief whose arrows had killed the dog numbered 
              some sixty people -- and it was agreed that they should 
              separate from the tribe and seek their fortune in the 
              vast wilderness lying to the south. 
               
                   "In the night they commenced their march; 
              sullenly their brethren saw them depart never to 
              return.  They went their way by the shores of the 



              Lesser Slave Lake towards the great plains which were 
              said to be far southward by the banks of the 
              swift-rolling Saskatchewan. 
               
                   "The tribe of Beavers never saw again this 
              exiled band, but a hundred years later a Beaver 
              Indian, who followed the fortunes of a white fur 
              hunter, found himself in one of the Saskatchewan 
              forts.  Strange Indians were camped around the 
              palisades, they were portions of the great Blackfoot 
              tribe whose hunting grounds lay south of the 
              Saskatchewan.  Among them were a few braves who, when 
              they conversed together, spoke a language different 
              from the other Blackfoot.  In this language the Beaver 
              Indian recognized his own tongue. 
               
                   "The fortunes of the exiled branch were then traced. 
              They had reached the great plains, the Blackfoot had 
              protected them, and they had joined the tribe as 
              allies in war against the Crees or Assiniboines.  
              Today the Sarcees still speak the guttural language." 
               
              Thus the violent beginning of the Sarcees who, today, are 
         generally considered -- even among themselves -- as native 
         plains Indians.       
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