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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Describes the sale of part of the Louis Bull Reserve. 
          
         Rose:  What is your name? 
          
         Bella:  Bella. 
          
         Rose:  Bella Crane? 
          
         Bella:  Yes. 
          
         Rose:  And your age? 
          
         Bella:  77 years old the past New Years.  New Year's Day is my 
         birthday.  In reference to your question, the elders habitually 
         informed the younger generation at that time about the events 
         and past events.  Those people that retained the knowledge have 
         since deceased.  All of my older brothers and two older sisters 
         who were very knowledgeable about these events are all deceased 
         now.  As for myself, I was much too young then to pay attention 
         to the elders tell about current events.  Take for example:  I 
         am unaware of the exact location of the first treaty payment.  
         According to my mother, it was about the second time the treaty 
         payments were being distributed when we joined in as members 
         of the treaty band or people.  As for the first treaty, many 
         other people were unable to enter treaty because of 
         insufficient funds for further distribution of treaty money.  



         The government ran out of money so we only entered treaty when 
         the people received their treaty money for the second time.   
         My mother told me that they only had two children at that time 
         - a brother and a sister.  I'm relating my story to certain 
         events that took place during that decade.  What I'm going by is 
         when the Indian people first began selecting their reserves.  
         I've frequently tried recollecting my thoughts about the events 
         that took place during the time the elders were still alive.  The 
         elders consistently told the young male generation that in 
         future they would probably be the potential candidates to speak 
         of the past events, that now is the time to familiarize oneself 
         with the deatils.  So in the event that some one approaches you 
         for information you will not be apprehensive but rather assist 
         ones that are seeking this knowledge. The old people had said 
         that knowledge will be required in the future.  Since I was 
         quite young and immature I was not futuristic and was too 
         discerned to bother learning the elders' teachings then. 
          
         Rose: Would you be able to tell us about the Louis Bull 
         surrender or sale of land? 
          
         Bella:  You mean when they began dividing the land into 
         parcels or quarters? 
          
          
         Rose:  Yes. 
          
         Bella:  I could almost tell you the exact details of that 
         surrender. I estimate to be at least 10 or 11 years old when 
         the surrender took place.  I think that was in 1909 (or 1906).  
         I had questioned Joe Kramer, a pioneer of the Hobbema village, 
         at what year they arrived here. He had stated that they came 
         here around 1909 or 1906 which meant I was only a small child 
         at that time.  I hardly paid much attention to the happenings 
         at that time. 
          
         Rose:  What did the elders tell about the Indian agents who 
         were responsible to deal with the surrender of the portions of 
         the reserve land?  Was it not the Indian agents who managed the 
         surrender deals? 
          
         Bella:  I don't know.  The only information of relevance is the 
         man by the name of John McDougall who made occasional visits to 
         this reserve.  Upon his arrival here a meeting would be held to 
         discuss the possible sale of our reserve land the old people 
         had said.  I heard them talk about this issue. The people would 
         spread the news to the rest of the band members that John 
         McDougall was at the vicinity, sent here to request from the 
         people to surrender a portion of the reserve land.  i.e. We are 
         being requested to relinquish a part of our land for sale - 
         the old people would say.  The elders explicitly remarked to 
         the effect that in exchange of the surrender agreement monies 
         would always be provided to the band in the year ahead for our 
         benefit.  The government promised that monies will always be 
         readily available for their own use.  Initially, the people 
         experienced cumbersome problems.  It was years after the land 
         was surrendered before the people finally received a payment.  



         I do not know the number of years before we were paid.  One day 
         the rumor spread that the payment would be distributed.  So, 
         the payment was disseminated at $2.10 per head.  One day, 
         someone brought to the attention of the people that a vote was 
         going to be taken for the surrender of the land.  Our secretary 
         at that time was a lady. It was she who announced the plans of 
         the government that names of voters approving or consenting to 
         the surrender were being collected. Upon the returning trip, 
         they brought the money home.  The Samson band members were 
         given $20.00 each on their first payment.  My mother had just 
         arrived home after washing clothes. According to my mother she 
         told me that a vote was not taken at all.  The men apparently 
         took the money without having to signify their names in favor 
         of the surrender.  She stated that a vote should have taken 
         place, i.e. for all those persons wishing to relinquish the 
         portion of the reserve land for sale they should have signified 
         their names on paper showing their consent.  Hence, the 
          
         majority should have had the final say either for or against 
         it.  The secretary was the one who informed the people about 
         the instructions of surrender procedures in reference to 
         majority of votes.  The men just took the money even though a 
         vote was not taken in favor of the surrender. 
          
         Rose:  Would you say then that in essence, the majority of 
         people consented to the surrender? 
          
         Bella:  Yes.  But only the Samson Band members.  About a year 
         or more later the rumor spread again.  The people were saying 
         that the portion of the Louis Bull reserve had just been 
         surrendered.   
          
         Rose:  I wonder who sold the land? 
          
         Bella:  I don't know.  They called him Bull, Louis Bull. 
          
         Rose:  Louis Bull? 
          
         Bella:  Yes, he was the chief at the time.  As for the Samson 
         Band surrender, Joe Samson who was the chief was the person 
         responsible for the land surrender of the portion of our reserve. 
         For the Montana Band, it was never sold by the living members 
         who resided on it.  The white people encroached or entrenched 
         on the reserve, the people had said.  All the other reserves 
         received benefits from that land except for the Montana members 
         themselves.  Twelve dollars a head was given out to all the 
         people, payment being held during the summer time.  The rumor 
         was that John McDougall was dissatisfied with the opposition 
         he received from the people not consenting to the surrender of 
         that land.  So he carried out the terms of the surrender 
         without the people's consent.  The Montana reserve was leased 
         or lent out to the people to temporarily occupy that land just 
         like the Ermineskin band members.  It was not given out to 
         them.  They were only assigned to occupy that territory for a 
         designated time. The government apparently instructed  
         Chief Ermineskin to go out and select a reserve site for his 
         people but as well he was instructed to only occupy that 



         territory up to a designated period.  I don't think he ever 
         bothered to search for another location.  They made their 
         permanent base in this locality. 
          
         Rose: You said that a meeting was called in for the Louis Bull 
         members?   
          
         Bella: At one time these four bands of Hobbema were perceived as 
         one reserve or territory.  It was not known to consist of four 
         separate and distinct bands.  The head man for the total 
          
         population of this territory was a man by the name of Kan na 
         tak kasew.  This man is Joe Samson's father who belonged to the 
         Samson Band.  Askey moosis was his brother-in-law who also was 
         a headman.  They were always banding together. These are the 
         two headmen responsible for the selection of this reserve.   
          
         Rose:  As for the sale of this land were the women included in 
         the vote or were men.... 
          
         Bella:  Only the men.  Since the women had a lot of personal 
         pride, they did not play the role of decision-making.  The men 
         were solely responsible making the decision on the land 
         surrender.   
          
         Rose:  Would you know if Louis Bull was the only person who 
         wanted to surrender the portion of the reserve or were other 
         members in full support? 
          
         Bella:  I'm not understanding you.  The only thing I heard was 
         when the rumor began to spread to the effect that again the 
         Louis Bull reserve land had been sold.  The reserve covered a 
         vast amount of land. It went as close to Wetaskwin extended to 
         the town of Ponoka.  On the northside of the river the boundary 
         ran on the slopes.  The reserve covered a vast amount of land.  
         The boundary extended from the Bear Hills to Ponoka area then 
         it runs towards the hill east of Ponoka.  When the people began 
         selecting their reserves they rode out in twos on horseback.  
         The two chiefs marked off the outside reserve boundaries while 
         their companions covered the centre of the reserve.  On their 
         trip out they chose a site at Ponoka to camp overnight.  They 
         all gathered in that one area.  On that night a discussion was 
         in progress deciding where to have their reserve located.  I've 
         frequently questioned myself about that history. How can the 
         people at that time predetermine the condition of the land.  
         Apparently they were interested to take land where they knew 
         there was an abundance of hay, trees and water. In time, since 
         the soil is black and fertile the seed that will be grown here 
         will be of high value, the old people had said.  How can they 
         have judged that the crops produced would be valuable?  Some 
         men had expressed a desire to take up as much land as possible 
         even describing it as "from the Buffalo Lake area up to Pigeon 
         Lake."  Others responded that the area was too large and 
         questioned themselves how they would utilize such a huge tract 
         of land. The people who expressed a need for a smaller reserve 
         greatly influenced the rest of the other members.  As a result, 
         the original size thought to be much bigger was decreased 



         drastically.  The selection for a small reserve was favored.  
         And now, this reserve is too small to accomodate all the 
         people.  It's terribly overcrowded. 
          
         Rose:  Has it always been a rule whereby the age of eligibility 
         to vote is set at twenty-one years of age in order that the 
         signature on the document is considered valid? 
          
         Bella:  Those must have been the only ones as the parents took 
         the payment on behalf of their children.  The adult boys did 
         not handle financial matters since their parents were receiving 
         the money on their behalf.  The proceeds from the land 
         surrender belonged to the total population or band members.  
         The money was amalgamated and distributed on per capita basis.  
          
         Rose:  So in essence the parents were in agreement or support 
         of the land surrender? 
          
         Bella:  Yes, I would think that was the procedure. 
          
         (End of Interview) 
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