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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - What happened at the signing of Treaty #6. 
         - Understanding of the terms of the treaty.          
          
         Toussait:  I'll be 75 years old this fall around December 11, I 
         think. 
          
         Charlie:  What is your name? 
          
         Toussait:  I'm called Toussait Dion. 
          
         Charlie:  Where are you residing now, what's the name of the 
         reserve? 
          
         Toussait:  Frog Lake. 
          
         Charlie:  We would like you to tell us about the first treaty 
         that was signed.  You start here. 
          
         Toussait:  What the old man used to tell me was, he used to say 
         he was there himself.  When the Queen's representative came to 
         make the negotiations.  The Queen herself never came across the 
         ocean to come and negotiate.  It was her representative that 
         came.  And this Queen's official had said, "The Queen has sent 
         me to come here on her behalf."  The old man used to say, there 
         I've heard and listened, the negotiations when the big 
         gathering took place.  There I've heard there's three things 
         that is going to be bought from you, nothing else, only three 
         things.  Land - six inches deep that will be cultivated by the 
         white man for his livelihood.  That's how much he needs under 
         to cultivate, no deeper than that.  And timber (logs) - and hay 



         (grass) - these are what is going to be purchased from you.  
         Anything that you use is yours, your mode of living.  Your 
         sustenance, your game, these are all yours to keep, you will 
         never be bothered with those things.  Because you own these 
         things, these are your animals.  The white man's way of living 
         will be different - he'll be farming.  And you will never be 
         hard up (he had said) and comments (here the intervew went 
         blank for a while and then starts again in different context.) 
          
         Toussait:  The progress of the negotiations was slow because 
         there was a lot of discussions going on; a lot of deliberation 
         took place.  And then here he had made the strong statement.  
         The sun and the river, if these exist, the terms would always           
         be the same.  As long as the sun and the rivers exist (this 
         he used to say).  Consequently the negotiators figured they had 
         finished their business then.  But apparently all these as I 
         have mentioned, about one hundred dollars was given to a chief 
         and also a team of horses, harness and also a wagon.  This is 
         what was given to a chief in the beginning.  A councillor or 
         headman received fifty dollars I think and also a cart or wagon 
         and the rest as mentioned above.  And the people got twelve 
         dollars each, all the people.  $12.00 per head.  Apparently 
         what happened, some of the men that weren't married would claim 
         they had two or three children and they'd get paid for that.  
         But this didn't last long - about three years - and then the 
         government changed the idea of paying this amount.  They were 
         told Indians would foolishly spend all their monies.  They've 
         (government) changed the policies of their annual payments.  
         And furthermore, you Indian people would be taken care of 
         (they had said then).  And what my uncle used to say then was, 
         perhaps the terms weren't actually settled properly or defined 
         right. 
          
              After, the result of the leader that was destroyed.  That 
         was the main chief, Sweetgrass; he was a big leader.  
         Apparently, Sweetgrass had attended several meetings with 
         government officials.  He was given a hand gun from somewhere, 
         had brought this gun with him.  This was a revolver.  This was 
         a long time ago, too.  While he was sitting in this tipi as he 
         was a big chief, after he had attended some kind of occasion, 
         his own brother-in-law says to him, "Let me see that gun."  And 
         then he handed the gun over to him and this man was looking 
         over the gun.  He squeezed the trigger, shot Sweetgrass right 
         through the head.  Theoretically, after that the old people had 
         claimed the negotiated terms weren't quite settled then 
         (apparently this concept was responsible for the killing of the 
         big chief Sweetgrass).  Therefore, perhaps this is the reason 
         why there has been problems existing ever since. 
          
              And I'll mention again the negotiation part.  During the 
         negotiations, there was an old man, Cree name Sasakawapisk 
         (Chipmunk).  It was him; he suddenly sprung to his feet.  
         "Ahow, Lady Queen, wherever you're come to share from, you 
         spread the carpet of fine print of material right up to here, 
         still you wouldn't pay enough of my land of what it's worth.  
         And if this happens then there's going to be trouble on my 
         land."  This is as far as he went saying this.  Then the people 



         said he was crazy or something.  They had him taken away.  And 
         again, the next day he done the same thing and said again, 
         "Ahow Lady Queen, perhaps we should use this river here.  The 
         north part we will keep and the south part you take.  Indians 
         will have the north part and the white will have the south part 
         of the river."  And he turned to the assembly and said, "If 
         you're going to give this land, give it that side of the river 
         (south)."  And again the people said he got carried away, to 
          
         have him taken away.  And this is as far as he was mentioned of 
         this old man (Sasakawapisk). 
          
              And they were told and discussed a lot of things.  Even if 
         the white man digs for water well, if he discovers something of 
         value, as there is some valuable minerals underneath the 
         ground, that will belong to you Indian people (the government 
         official had said to the people). 
          
         Charlie:  Was there any promises made regarding our medical 
         care and hospitalization? 
          
         Toussait:  No, I have never heard my old man to mention this. 
          
         Charlie:  How about our education, schooling? 
          
         Toussait:  I have never heard the old man to talk about those.  
         He never mentioned.  All they would talk was, land, land, and 
         land.  Land negotiation.  It was after the land negotiation 
         they had dealt with these other things.  Perhaps they've 
         changed a lot of things on paper.  (Here the informant was 
         talking to someone in the background who answered back and 
         said it must have been because we had owned all the land -- 
         then blank...) 
          
         Charlie:  Was there any mention about the mountains? 
          
         Toussait:  Nothing on the mountains.  The old man never 
         mentioned about the mountains if they had been mentioned with 
         the terms. 
          
         Charlie:  If the land was surrendered, was the minerals 
         included with the surrender? 
          
         Toussait:  No, this I've mentioned.  Underneath, nothing was 
         given.  That was to be ours.  This is what was quoted of the 
         government official.  Everything was to be ours, fish and 
         everything. 
          
         Charlie:  Before the treaty was made with the government, who 
         owned this land?  White man or Indians? 
          
         Toussait:  Indians.  What my grandfather used to say, no one,  
         not one white man had no right to this land.  The Indian had 
         all the full rights of this land.          
         Charlie:  The Indian has all the rights to this land. 
          
         Toussait:  All of it.  All of it. 



          
         Charlie:  And about this, some had surrendered their reserves, 
         does it say they could sell their lands?  Reserves?  Like this 
         reserve here?  Does it say it could be surrendered? 
          
         Toussait:  No. 
          
         Charlie:  And when some of these reserves are surrendered, 
         they've sold those reserves.  What do you think of that?  Is it 
         right or wrong? 
          
         Toussait:  No, it is not right.  It doesn't seem right to have 
         sold their reserve land.  Within the boundaries or compounds of 
         the reserves.  It was not allowed for the Indians to sell their 
         designated reserve land.  It would be entirely up to the people 
         if they wanted to break up their reserves.  If they desired to 
         do this (they could disband).  I think this has happened in 
         some areas, where an Indian had sold out or surrendered their 
         Indian reserve.   
          
         Charlie:  I'd imagine they (Indians) wanted to keep all their 
         land for the future use of their children? 
          
         Toussait:  Yes, that's why the Indian people were mostly  
         reluctant to sell their land for this purpose.  This was 
         before, when a person does this, he was thinking of his 
         children.   
          
         Charlie:  And a lot of our people which are treaty but they are 
         not on the treaty list - what is your opinion on that 
         situation?  That they should be on the treaty list or not? 
          
         Toussait:  They definitely should be on the treaty list, simply 
         because they are classified as treaty Indians. 

arlie:  And some treaty women are married to an outsider 

ussait:  Everything.  As I've heard during my younger days, 

 

arlie:  I've asked this, what do you think of it? 

 are 

          
         Ch
         (non-treaty).  They've lost all their privileges on their 
         Indian status? 
          
          
         To
         that supposing an Indian woman marries a white man, she would 
         naturally lose all their Indian status or privileges.  When she
         marries to a white, she would receive fifty dollars.  After ten 
         years, if she wants to resituate back on the reserve, this was 
         the law that was existed then.  And another that I've never 

          heard of till recently.  If a woman stays with a white man in
         common law and all the children of those couple, only three of 
         them could be treated as treaty persons.  Because they are not 
         legally married.  This I don't know. 
          
         Ch
          
         Toussait:  Apparently, that woman still taken as a treaty 
         Indian, but not the man himself.  This is why, because they
         not legally married.  But if she had married to an outsider or 
         a white legally, she would have lost all her reserve and treaty 



         rights.   
          
         Charlie:  And if an Indian man marries a white woman, she would 

ussait:  That would be an Indian.  A white woman or not, she 

arlie:  Is this all there is? 
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         automatically become a treaty? 
          
         To
         would be a treaty. 
          
         Ch
          
         Toussait:  That is all.     
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