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Mrs. Crane was born on the Samson Reserve and moved to Louis 

d of the history of the Hobbema 

t seventy-eight or nine, even that now I can't 

uis:  The thing I'm questioning is the time Louis Bull 
what 

s. Crane:  As I've mentioned already, I don't really know 
.  

e 

It was in 1909 when the land was surrendered and I 

s. Crane:  I've heard there were meetings held at the Indian 

          
         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - 
         Bull in 1918 when she married. 
         - Recounts what she has been tol
         Reserves.            

tion that I'm interviewing Mrs. Crane.           Louis:  First I'll men
         How old are you? 
          

s. Crane:  Abou         Mr
         quite remember the date.  New Year's Day is my birthdate.  It 
         must be seventy-eight.  I'm a year older than Lucy's father 

          which is Narcisse Brown.  He should know something about this
         question.  Me, I never attempted or bothered to know what was 
         going on. 
          
         Lo
         surrendered this land.  Could you tell me something as to 
         really took place in that regard? 
          
         Mr
         anything about it.  You see, I was raised at Samson's Reserve
         It was in 1918 when I was here and had got married.  January 
         18, 1918 the day I got married.  Then ever since I've been her
         up to now, therefore I don't know much about it, as how it was 
         then.   
          

uis:           Lo
         wonder if your late husband was mentioned, if there was any 
         meetings held prior regarding the surrender. 
          
         Mr



         agency.  I think it was in the spring when they surrendered 
         this land.  Samson surrendered their land after New Year, and 
         that following spring Louis Bull Band surrendered their land. 
          
         Louis:  And Bobtail Reserve was also surrendered. 
          
         Mrs. Crane:  It was never sold or surrendered.  It was taken 

 southeasterly corner of Battle River Lake 

uis:  This is what we are searching for, events that happened 

s. Crane:  Yes, this I can clearly remember, what the old 

to 

 

 

slopes 

orn 
 

uis:  These are Montana Band? 

s. Crane:  Yes, and the Ermineskin who came later to join the 

d          

n 

         away.  May-May-Qwa-Soo and his wife, I don't remember her name, 
         and John McDougall who used to come quite often.  The people 
         had him angry and he had said then, "You will not be able to 
         get any benefits from this land, it will be taken like that."  
         Samson, Louis Bull and Ka-Na-Ta-Casew which was Samson.  These 
         were the people responsible for selecting this site as a 
         reserve.          
         That hill that's in
         as I've seen this myself.  They camp there and then they 
         decided to take up reserve there.  They went each direction to 
         mark off the boundary and some went towards Ponoka.  This is 
         the time when they decided to make a reserve here.  This is 
         what I've heard old people speak of. 
          
         Lo
         like that. 
          
         Mr
         folks told us; my mother used to tell these things.  She used 
         to say, they held meetings in our home as to how they were 
         going to proceed of taking reserve land, and then they came 
         the conclusion they would go two by two's.  She'd mention the 
         names of those people, but I could only remember a few.  One 
         was Ka-Na-Tacasew, and another Atchemogans, (no english names)
         and my grandfather Buffalo Chips, (Gagitoohat) Iwastin.  And 
         (Ho-sa-wusg-ko-pe mas) Yellowbears, (or Yellow Bird) and let's
         see now, I can't remember everyone.  And on this side one was 
         Louis Bull, and others - my mother used to name them all which 
         I have forgotten.  My mind is not stable now as it used to be.  
         They went two by two marking off the reserve boundary line. 
         Some came as far as south end of Bearhills Lake, and it 
         followed along the west side of Bearhills on the eastern 
         of that other hill, then it goes towards to Ponoka district, 

          then it runs towards that hill east of Ponoka.  (It seems here
         the people used hills as land marks.)  And that time the 
         prairie Indians were brought here, I don't know if I was b
         that winter or the one before.  When those people were brought,
         and the people thought they were sympathetic of those people, 
         so they let them stay and live on that Bobtail Reserve or 
         Montana Reserve. 
          
         Lo
          
         Mr
         people here.  Apparently he cried 'cause he wanted to become a 
         leader, a chief.  Then he was allowed to stay and was loaned lan
         where he could stay for a while until he'd find a suitable 
         place where to make his own reserve.  And apparently he was 
         told once he finds a place, he was to tell.  I was always kee
         about listening about these things.  And this is what they used 



         to speak of.  Ermineskin was short of people to represent to 
         become a chief, so Samson Band loaned some of his people to old 
         man Ermineskin, which was my grandfather Narcisse Iwastin's 

          father, Knee-can-napey.  These people were told they could go
         back to Samson once everything was settled.  (A-nesh-go-ta-pan 
         ward.) 
          
         And land surrender, this I know for sure Samson band 
         surrendered their land first, right after New Year, and Louis 

e 

d 

was pretty young and eventually I got married here and then 

es and 

       much worries.  I'm so forgetful sometime my mind just goes 

n a while now I hadn't had that spell.  At times I'd 
 in the hospital, now it has been quite a while since my 

. 

. 

       how much they were getting.  I never got paid from here, and 

 

 

 

       border when the rebellion broke out, some even left their wives 
d families behind, and they went after.  And my husband's 

         Bull band surrendered theirs in that following spring.  When 
         these surrenders were finished, then the Bobtail Reserve was 
         taken away by John McDougall.  I know this for a fact.  As I'v
         mentioned my nephew Narcisse Brown must have some knowledge of 
         this matter.  I myself don't quite know too much about it.  
         Although he is one year younger than me but as a man he shoul
         have some knowledge about these things.  But as a woman like 
         me, I don't. 
          
         I 
         again I never got to know much until I was mature enough to 
         know the happenings on the reserve.  But now, even my 
         grandchildren whom I'm raising, I'm forgetting their ag
         birthplaces, due to the fact I've suffered enough of losing my 
         people.  Therefore my mind is not that good, of thinking too 
  
         blank. 
          
         It's bee

ke up         wa
         nerves broke down.  When Samson's surrendered that land, when 
         they're sold it, they each received $20.00.  And then some 
         years later they received $2.10 apiece and ever since after 
         that they would receive $7.00, $6.00, $5.00 apiece each year
          
         Louis:  That must of been what they used to call interest money
          
         Mrs. Crane:  Yes.  That I wouldn't know, but that's how they got 

id.  When I first got transferred to Louis Bull band, they          pa
         were given $5.00 apiece.  The Bull Reserve people, I don't know 
  
         that five dollars was sitting at Samson band office till 
         finally my husband went and got it.  It was only in the middle 
         of summer where I was included on my husband's number.  When 

rve         the treaty money was issued then I was paid as a Bull Rese
         member.  I don't know why it took that long before I was paid 
         under Louis Bull band membership.          
         Louie:  I want to ask you about Papaschase.  Where did your 
         husband come from, or was he originated from Louie Bull before?
          
         Mrs. Crane:  I guess he was originated from here.  The people
         that are in the United States, these people fled across the 
  
         an
         family came here, he was about four years old then.  Some of 
         the old people used to tell him that he was four years old.  
         And sometimes he'd tell us about the things he'd remember about 
         his days.  When they came across the country they endured so 



         much hardship, hunger and so on.  He even used to say, there 
         was one incident where there was this one horse that died of 
         injuries as a result of a bad fall.  We ate the horse's meat.  

          That's how tough it was then.  His mother received treaty here
         where Whitemud River is and finally got married there.  This is 

 

rs.  Perhaps there is some ways that could 
 found as to get the government to compensate the Indians, 

 

he land was sold.  My mother 
rked at the agency area as a cleaning woman.  She used to 
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 took place around Hobbema. 

want 
 

lt they lost that which 
some parts where there 
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                     PROPER NAME INDEX 

         what I've said.  I don't remember too much now, even though he
         had told me alot. 
          
         Louie:  Yes, I guess it is hard to remember everything.  What 
         we are trying to do is to try and get all information regarding 
         these land surrende
         be
         half or some of these things. 
          
         Mrs. Crane:  As far as I know, the Samson had meetings prior to
         the surrender.  Mr. John McDougall would call up meetings. 
         Finally the word was out that t
         wo
         bring news from the agency and about the meetings until the 
         news was out that the land had been sold.  I remember when 
         mother and brothers went to the agency to collect their share
         of the money.  They said each person received $200.00.  After
         that then, about two years later everybody received $2.10 eac
         I can clearly remember that.  About two years later everybod
         $5.00, $6.00 and $7.00 per capita; that's how much everyone 
         received. 
          
         I had one document paper here which one of my uncles had 
         written (Na-Wus-swais) (Northwest).  He had written all the 
         events that
          
         I have lost that information paper.  Even though I didn't 
         to lose them but my late husband said to let them have it, to
         loan it to them, which I did.  As a resu

ntained everything in it.  I've read          co
         was a whole lot of information.  All the business and that      
         pertains to reserve matters.  It was written in Cree syllabics.
         The people that came to borrow were Abraham Saddleback and the 
         late William Northwest.  I was reluctant to release the 
         document to them, but my late husband insisted to let them have 
         it.  My uncle had given it to my brother to keep.  He had said 
         "Perhaps if God is willing, in the future, if you think someone 
         could use it he could keep it, please give it to him.  It
         be beneficial to someone."  And when my brother was very low 
         that document paper was given to me to keep.  He had said that 
         I would be able to keep right, which I did.  I don't know how 
         these people knew that I had this kind of information.  One 
         night they came to see me about it.  I didn't want to let go o
         it for a long time, until finally my husband said to loan it to 
         them.  They had said they would bring it back as soon as they 
         finish with it.  From then on I had forgotten about it.  At t
         same time we've lost our loved ones then. 
          
         When I thought of it, I went and asked Abraham about it.  He 
         had said then he would try and find it.  Ever since then I 
         haven't asked about it.     
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