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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Louis Bull Reserve land sale; Ma-Me-O Beach lease. 
         - Description of Treaty #6 obtained from written sources rather 
         than oral accounts. 
          
         Introduction:  My name is Rose Saddleback, Field Researcher for 
         the Indian Association of Alberta.  I will be speaking to this 
         lady from the Louis Bull Reserve.  Her name is Elizabeth 
         Deschamps.   
          
         Rose:  First, tell us your name. 
          
         Elizabeth:  My name is Elizabeth Deschamps, a resident of the 
         Louis Bull Reserve, and I am 73 years old. 
          
         Rose:  For our research purpose we would like to listen to your 
         story or your understanding about the Louis Bull surrender and 
         the year a portion of the reserve was surrendered. 
          
         Elizabeth:  I just don't remember too much of the past events.  
         As for the northern part of this reserve - all of that land 
         surrounding the lake was surrendered.  I think the surrender 
         took place in 1921.  I distinctly remember at that time I only 
         had my oldest son (Wap-skow).  At that time, every person was 
         paid $12.00 for having surrendered the lake.  There were 3 of 
         us in our family, i.e. my husband, son and myself. 
          
         The place commonly known as Louis Lake was not surrendered. It 



         was merely leased out.  I don't know the exact terms of that 
         agreement.  The area where Herman Stroschien resided on was 
         apparently sold by somebody, a private deal.  I don't know when 
         the deal was finalized nor know the year of that incident. By 
         this time I had 3 children - 2 boys and 1 girl.  Those portions 
         were the only ones I knew of that were sold but I don't recall 
         the year. 
          
         (Note:  I should have asked for her children's names and their 
         birthdates or ages.) 
          
         Rose: Could you describe precisely the location of the 
         surrendered portion of the reserve. 
          
         Elizabeth:  Which one? 
          
         Rose: The land that was sold. 
          
         Elizabeth:  It's close to Francis Bull's old place.  It's not 
         too far from Percy Ward's place. 
          
         (Note:  She meant Bert Ward's place.  Percy does not reside at 
         Louis Bull Reserve.) 
          
          
         It's the field adjacent to their present place which is at the 
         northeast end corner of this reserve extending towards the west 
         direction up to where Silas lives now.  That's the patch of 
         land that was surrendered at that time. 
          
         The other patch of land surrounding the Louis Lake functioned 
         as a pasture used by white people.  At that time we were 
         informed that only the top surface (6 in.) of the soil belonged 
         to the Indians. I found out quite the contrary just 
         recently through a document I read.  In it, it stated that the 
         minerals found and drilled out of the ground belong to all the 
         people.  We were told that only  6 in. of the land above the 
         ground belongs to the people.  Apparently all the minerals are 
         held in common in trust for the Indian people for that 
         particular reserve. That's the way I understood the document.   
          
         Rose:  Were the majority of the eligible voters, those who were 
         21 years of age and over in favour of a surrender?  What did 
         your elders relate to you on this matter? 
          
         Elizabeth:  I don't have a definite answer as all the business 
         was carried out exclusively by the tribal council.  We weren't 
         too densely populated in those days.  I frequently heard people 
         say that the youth were excluded to vote on issues in band 
         affairs. All the power was in the hands of the elders. 
          
         Rose:  Would you know if any meetings were called to discuss 
         specifically the land surrender to see whether the people would 
         consent to such a matter? 
          
         Elizabeth:  They did say that several meetings were held but I 
         wouldn't know the number of council members we had at that time 



         for the Louis Bull Reserve.  An old man by the name of Louis 
         Bull was the chief at that time. I cannot recollect very much 
         about the past events.  I was too young to try to recall the 
         events even to the point of now knowing the number of people 
         who were in the council. 
          
         The only surrender I remember quite clearly was the one located 
         at the lake.  I just had my oldest son at the time.  The two 
         other surrenders were taken prior to that time.  I personally 
         did not witness any meetings but people did say that meetings 
         were held.  I did not hear anyone talk about the details of 
         their meetings.  Of course, that was prior to my time.  My dad 
         followed up closely on the meetings but he never did inform us 
         of the details.  He was always too busy with other band affairs 
         especially when the government initially began sending the 
         surveyor to mark off the boundaries within this reserve. 
          
          
         Rose:  When the government initially began sending their 
         surveyors to mark off the boundaries could you explain where 
         and how the boundaries run on this reserve? 
          
         Elizabeth:  You mean when the bands began dividing their 
         portions of land? 
          
         Rose:  It's like the way the other bands (i.e. Ermineskin, 
         Samson & Montana) had their boundaries established. 
          
         Elizabeth:  Our reserve went through the same process.  We were 
         given our own reserve and boundaries were marked off 
         accordingly. I remember distinctly since at a very young age 
         the boundaries were always fenced.  Then, in recent years that 
         fence was finally replaced. 
          
         I have no idea of the population at that time - we were few in 
         number.   
          
         The chief of the Ermineskin Band was known as:  O-See-Kuss- 
         o-yan & Louis Bull was our chief, here.  The Samson Band chief 
         was my uncle by the name of Joe Samson. I didn't know the name 
         of the Montana chief.  In the latter years, (Musk wa) John Bear 
         became the chief of the Montana Band. I don't know who the 
         chief was prior to John Bear. 
          
         The chiefs of the local four bands occasionally did set-up 
         meetings to deal with mutual concerns. The chiefs held meetings 
         with their respective bands. 
          
         The agents travelled quite extensively from one reserve to 
         another inspecting the conditions of the reserves.  At that 
         time the agents encouraged the Indians to pursue the vocations 
         of agriculture. These days we hardly have anyone that farm 
         their own lands. 
          
         Rose:  What did the elders relate to you in terms of the 
         process of the land surrenders. You said that the agent 
         travelled from one reserve to another.  Would you know if the 



         agent utilized any means of coercion or persuasion on the 
         people to signify the surrender document?  That is, to give up 
         their land or to approve the sale of their land?  What is the 
         elders' version of that agreement. 
          
         Elizabeth:  I would think that they were the ones responsible.  
         The agents, chief and council must have been the only people 
         that signified the surrender documents. I wouldn't know if the 
         council did in fact sign their names approving the sale of 
         land.   
          
         An agent always lived on the reserve.  They probably endorsed 
         their names on the surveys after completion. 
          
         At the last survey, my son (Wapscow) was on the crew.  That was 
         when the division of the reserve was settled. It's hard to 
         determine the dealings that went on during the surveys. I also 
         don't know how they based their judgement to determine the 
         extent of the boundaries of each of the reserves.  The 
         surveyors apparently followed the homes where people resided.  
         That is all I know. 
          
         Since 1941, we were in close contact with the Indian agents.  
         That's how I obtained some of my knowledge about the events 
         that took place.  We were there until 1956. 
          
         Rose:  Where is this again? 
          
         Elizabeth:  At the Hobbema agency.  My husband was employed at 
         the agency as an interpreter. Colonel Louis was the Indian 
         agent and it was at his request when we relocated to the 
         agency site.  After John White terminated his services as an 
         interpreter we replaced him.  We even took over the place he 
         lived in after he moved out.  We remained at that same place 
         until my husband deceased on February 2, 1956 and it was only 
         on June 25, 1956 when we left the agency.  I worked there as a 
         janitor.  Meanwhile my children took some of their late dad's 
         duties.   
          
         Rose:  How much did one individual person benefit from the sale 
         of the land? 
          
         Elizabeth:  I don't know how much one person received in terms 
         of dollars, I really can't recall that far back.  This person 
         may know:  (Note:  Pointing to her visitor who appeared to be 
         in her 40's - Mrs. Lucy Bull).  I wouldn't know the amount of 
         the initial payment for the sale of our lands. 
          
         Rose: What can you tell me about Ma-Me-O Beach?  I understand 
         it was a four band agreement. 
          
         Elizabeth:  That portion was amalgamated for the interest of 
         the Hobbema bands.  The four bands are owners of that land. 
          
         The Ma-Me-O Beach residents who are members of Hobbema bands 
         claim that they have exclusive rights to that lake but that is 
         a misconception. 



          
         That area belongs to the four bands.  There was only that one 
         time when everyone received $12.00 per head for the lease of a 
          
         portion of Ma-Me-O Beach.  I don't recall receiving further 
         lease payments in the latter years though we are constantly 
         informed that the four bands do receive payments. It has never 
         been distributed to band members individually. I would think 
         that the interest accumulated on the lease payments but I 
         wouldn't know the exact amount.  I gather that the resort at 
         Ma-Me-O Beach bring in a profit particularly during the summer 
         months.  The people from this reserve claim that the land at 
         Ma-Me-O was not surrendered but was rather leased out for so many 
         years.   
          
         (Note:  She did not specify the number of years.) 
          
         My son, Dan Deschamps, is quite knowledgeable on the history of 
         Ma-Me-O Beach lease agreements.  I recommend that you talk to 
         him for this specific issue.  He was on the surveying crew when 
         Ma-Me-O Beach was being surveyed. He also helped out when the 
         Louis Bull reserve was resurveyed about five years ago for the 
         purpose of having the boundary lines accurate. 
          
         (Note:  I suspect she's referring to the old fence that was 
         replaced rather than a resurvey done.) 
          
         I personally heard him (Dan) state that the Ma-Me-O Beach area 
         was leased out for a number of years. 
          
         Rose:  What do you know of the first treaty or when they first 
         accepted treaty? 
          
         Elizabeth:  According to the books I read.... 
          
         (Note:  These interviews are supposed to be based on the 
         personal knowledge obtained through generations rather than 
         quotes taken out of books.) 
          
         ..it stated that the people received initial payment of $25.00. 
         The elders of Saddle Lake made that statement on this paper.  
         It went on to say that the young people would apparently borrow 
         children from their relatives claiming them as dependents so 
         that they could receive a bigger payment.  Many of them cheated 
         on the government.  The older people apparently were into this 
         fraudulent deal. You can read this paper for yourself. 
          
         (Note:  She gave me a paper which was distributed during the 
         Saddle Lake Treaty 6 Celebrations.  I had mailed it back to her.)  
          
         Apparently, the people were into this practice, cheating funds 
         from the government.  Some young single people would walk in 
         together as married so that they would qualify more than their 
          
         entitlement.  On many occasions they would borrow their 
         relatives' children claiming them as their own dependents.   
          



         The $20.00 payment did not last long.  It was eventually 
         reduced to five dollars a head which we still receive to this 
         date.  The reduction in pay was probably due to government 
         suspicion.  I wonder what happened to the balance of the treaty 
         payment.  I'm curious as to what happened to the $25.00 payment 
         and why in these days we are only receiving $5.00. 
          
         People from here claim that no one ever investigated the past 
         financial records to find out where the remaining portion of 
         the $20.00 went which we are supposed to continually receive.   
          
         I found it very amusing while reading the part where it stated 
         that the people were borrowing children in order to obtain more 
         money from the government officials. 
          
         Rose:  Has anyone ever come up with any figures in terms of the 
         total band membership at that time? 
          
         Elizabeth:  No, I've never heard anyone talk about it.  While 
         reading that paper i.e. Saddle Lake Paper, the names of the 
         people who were responsible for the signing of the treaties 
         were given but I do not know very many of them.  I knew a few 
         of them who happened to be our relatives.  I don't know a lot 
         of them as most of them went by their Indian names. 
          
         Rose:  Was it under the leadership of Louis Bull when the 
         surrender was taken? 
          
         Elizabeth:  Yes.  The portion he surrendered is at the 
         northeast corner of Lucy Bull's present place - across from 
         Harrison Bull's place. 
          
         No one knows the exact arrangement of that surrender. When my 
         son (probably Dan)was in the council, he found out that the 
         surrender was signified and approved. 
          
         The people accused Fred Bull's father to have made that 
         fraudulent deal which at that time he was a chief of this land.  
          
         Rose:  What was his father's name? 
          
         Elizabeth:  Francis Bull.  The people here claim that he 
         benefitted from that sale of land. 
          
         Rose:  Are you saying that he personally gained financially 
         from the surrender? 
          
         Elizabeth:  Yes.  He's allegedly responsible for the surrender 
         since he lived only a short distance from that area.  I've heard 
         several people, including the previous council tell the same 
         story. I also heard my son (Dan) saying "We never did sell that 
         piece of land as evidence disclosed through correspondence 
         while in the council."  A document was found wherein it stated 
         that the piece of land was sold by one individual who was a 
         chief. He obtained the funds for his personal use.  At that 
         time the chief of the Louis Bull Band was this same man.  
         Through speculation he might have been responsible for that 



         whole deal.  I wouldn't know how much he got for that land. 
          
         As for the Louis Lake, it had dried out over the years.  I 
         don't know our position on that matter as we were told that 
         only 6 in. above the ground belonged to us. According to my 
         son, Dan, he had told me that the surrender on that case was 
         approved, therefore, we do not have any say on the matter.  
         According to my late husband, he used to tell me that Louis 
         Lake was merely leased and not a direct surrender as many 
         members tend to believe or were led to believe.  The area would 
         be in the vicinity of Bear Lake.  It's the next portion of land 
         where Smollen lived.  (Smollen - known by most people).  That 
         was an enormous piece of land where Louis Lake was situated. 
          
         Rose:  Of what use was that land to the people?  Did they make 
         their residence there? 
          
         Elizabeth:  No, it was an open range. 
          
         Rose:  No one ever lived there? 
          
         Elizabeth:  From that time the farmers of the local area 
         utilized this portion of land as a pasture.  There were always 
         plenty of berries and people in great numbers would gather to 
         pick berries.  We were quite young at the time. All of us 
         children went in wagons with our parents. 
          
         The lake covered quite a great distance.  This is the one we 
         were told in recent years that this portion had been 
         surrendered.  Apparently, it was never sold - it was just a 
         lease.   
          
         I wonder what the arrangements were on the surrender. My 
         daughter (i.e. meaning Philomene Ross) had intended to research 
         our surrender of land. 
          
         Philomene's son is still a member of this band.  She 
         enfranchised upon her marriage so the son was automatically 
         deleted off the list. 
          
         (Note:  I left out a portion of the tape where she talked about 
         her family. I feel that the information she told me about her 
         family problems is too confidential to be transcribed.  It's 
         also irrelevent as far as the subject is concerned.) 
          
         Rose:  Were the mineral rights such as oil, gas, etc. included 
         in the surrender? 
          
         Elizabeth:  I don't know.  I've never heard anyone talk about 
         it. I had kept a record of all the monthly royal distribution 
         payments since time immemorial.  As usual, I have misplaced it.  
         If I ever find it I will show it to you. You will judge for 
         yourself the high amount of money that has been given out to 
         the people over the past years.  Recently a rumor began to 
         spread claiming that we will be receiving $50.00 per person.  I 
         just wonder if it's true. 
          



         Rose:  I wonder who the Indian agent was at the time of the 
         surrender?   
          
         Elizabeth:  I don't know.  I only remember hearing people talk 
         about an agent but I really cannot remember that far back. 
         Maybe Lucy's father would remember the name of the agent.  
         Lucy's (Bull) father is not much older than I am. If he is 
         still mentally stable he'd be able to tell you.  He was brought 
         up by elders who were quite familiar with the tribal affairs.  
         My father was not always helpful in making us learn the daily 
         events.  He was always too busy with his own farm work, raising 
         livestock.   
          
         Rose:  That will be all. I appreciate your story very much. 
          
         Elizabeth:  I really don't remember all that much about the 
         past events.  These stories I relate to you are stories 
         revealed by elders passed on from generation to generation. 
          
         (End of Interview)     
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