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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Establishment of the Ermineskin, Louis Bull, Montana and 
         Samson Reserves. 
         - Sale of Louis Bull Reserve land. 
          
         Gabriel:  You know my name, Gabriel Stoney. 
          
         Rose:  How old are you? 
          
         Gabriel:  76 years old. 
          
         Rose:  The reason why I came to see you is to get your story on 
         the four bands located here. 
          
         Gabriel:  Do you mean Samson, Montana, Ermineskin and Bull?   
          
         Rose:  Yes.  What did your elders convey to you in relation to 
         the status of these bands? 
          
         Gabriel:  As far as I know the Ermineskin and the Louis Bull 
         bands were originally recognized as a one distinct band. 
          
         It was their request that the band separate and land was 
         allotted and surveyed for them.  Those were the Bull reserve 
         people.  They were the ones who instigated the separation. 
          
         Rose:  Approximately what year was that? 
          



         Gabriel:  I just don't know.  It was around 1885, 86, 87 to 
         1890.  The closest approximate date would be 1890 when the band 
         split away from the Ermineskins.  I don't remember too much 
         about it as I was born in 1901. 
          
         But the surrender took place after I was born.  I think it was 
         around 1908 when the surrender was taken. 
          
         Rose:  That's Louis Bull. 
          
         Gabriel:  Yes. 
          
         Rose:  Was that the time a portion of the Louis Bull reserve 
         was sold? 
          
         Gabriel:  Yes, they sold part of their land around 1908. 
          
         Rose:  Who was the chief of that time when the surrender was 
         taken?   
          
         Gabriel:  Louis Bull.  Askey Moostus - as he was commonly known 
         by the local people at that time.  He was the one responsible 
         for that surrender. 
          
          
         They sold the area stretching as far as Bear Lake - 
         (Muskwachees Lake). You see the reserve has since diminished in 
         area drastically.  Today there is insufficient room to 
         accommodate all its members.  It was around 1908 when the band 
         initially began selling portions of their lands.  The Samsons 
         were simultaneously carrying out their surrender at this time.  
         They were receiving huge sums of money. 
          
         Rose:  Would you know how much money they received for their 
         lands?   
          
         Gabriel:  I don't know the amount of money they received.  I 
         imagine they got quite a huge amount.  Most of the time the 
         Samson members were receiving $100 on monthly basis.  The only 
         place where land was never surrendered is the Ermineskin band. 
          
         Rose:  The two bands namely, Ermineskin and Louis Bull Bands - 
         were they recognized as one cohesive group?  One band? 
          
         Gabriel:  Yes.  Louis Bull was a councillor and he was 
         considered as next in rank with the chief.  He was under the 
         authority of the chief.  He apparently encountered a personal 
         animosity with the chief.  Eventually the tension increased or 
         the conflict persisted to the point where Jimmy Pany's father 
         consented to the idea of having two separate bands. 
          
         NOTE:  JIMMY PANY'S FATHER IS MOST LIKELY ERMINESKIN. 
          
         Jimmy's father ousted the Louis Bull followers out of the 
         Ermineskin Band.  The band separated and a land survey was 
         carried out.  Louis Bull became the chief of that band.  
         Shortly after the Louis Bull Band received their land allotment 



         he surrendered some portions of it.  They were compensated with 
         huge sums of money.  They were mostly getting $100 per person 
         per month. 
          
         A Methodist minister, John McDougall, negotiated the reserve 
         land surrender, acquiring it successfully, subsequently turning 
         it to the federal government. 
          
         Rose:  Was he employed here? 
          
         Gabriel:  The priest? 
          
         Rose:  Yes.          
         Gabriel:  No,  He was renowned for his role as a minister.  
         That's John McDougall.  He was of a Protestant sect - not a 
         Catholic.   
          
         Rose:  Was he directly involved in the negotiation of the Louis 
         Bull land surrender? 
          
         Gabriel:  Yes. 
          
         Rose:  Were there any meetings held to discuss the land 
         surrender?   
          
         Gabriel:  I just don't know the whole process.  All I know was 
         that since the two leaders had mutual disagreements they 
         concluded by separating and obtaining their own lands.  I do 
         not know if any meetings were held to discuss the issue. 
          
         Rose:  What are the exact terms on the Ma-Me-O Beach area in 
         reference to ownership or right of occupancy? 
          
         Gabriel:  The chiefs of the four bands made a formal request to 
         the federal government to have the area set aside for a timber 
         berth. At that time there was a surplus supply of tamaracks at 
         that location. 
          
         I believe the Montana Band members were excluded from having any 
         rights to the property as their reserve was established in the 
         latter years. 
          
         The government only leased the land where the Montana Band 
         members presently reside.  I don't think they should be 
         considered as partial owners of that patch of land.  At the 
         time when the three bands were requesting for the piece of land 
         they were given to them eventually.   
          
         They were not to do any farming except build homes for themselves. 
          
         Rose:  Just the three reserves - excluding the Montana band. 
          
         Gabriel:  I imagine the Montana Band members have the same 
         rights as the other three band menbers.  I assume they get the 
         oil royalty payments these days. 
          
         This was the reason the Montana Band members were cut off from 



         receiving further royalty payments for some duration a few 
         years ago.  The people had wanted to clarify the transactions 
         that took place years ago in regards to "rights" to the land at 
         Ma-Me-O Beach.  The oil money payment was given to them initially.          
         They did not receive it for about three years until the matter 
         was clarified to continue distributing it to Montana members. 
          
         The members were stragglers from the State of Montana, U.S.  
         After nomading around this country for some time.  These people 
         were eventually allotted land.  The headman or chief of the 
         Montana Band was a man by the name of Bobtail. 
          
         Bobtail took scrip.  He enfranchised and left the reserve so 
         the land laid idle for a while until Joe Samson decided to take 
         that land and sold part of it. 
          
         Some of the Bobtail members who had not wished to leave the 
         treaty were added to the Samson membership list upon Chief 
         Samson's approval. 
          
         The Saddlebacks are one group who were taken into the Samson 
         Band.  Your great father, Yeah-Yuk-Gus-Chase (Saddle Back) was 
         a member of the Bobtail Band.  Cutknife, Kees-Ki-Ko-Man was 
         also a member of the Bobtail Band.  There were many others. 
          
         Sam Green's family were former members of the Bobtail family.  
         When the Bobtail reserve was surrendered some of their money 
         was apparently transferred to our band account.  I guess the 
         Ermineskin band members were given $8.00 per person - for 
         payment of the surrender. 
          
         Rose: Were there any Bobtail members taken into the Louis Bull 
         Band?   
          
         Gabriel:  No.  None of them.  The Ermineskins have a few former 
         members of Bobtail Band.  Take for instance Cutarms, Baptiste 
         Bobtail's father, and an old man by the name of Mackinaw.  Joe 
         Mackinaw is presently working on or researching on the land 
         matter.  The proceeds for the sale of Bobtail reserve is 
         apparently kept either in Ponoka or in Ottawa hoping to benefit 
         from it.  I have heard that Joe successfully obtained the 
         proceeds so all the former members of Bobtain will probably get 
         paid eventually. 
 
         Rose:  What was the size of the Louis Bull Reserve initially 
         prior to surrendering any part of it? 
          
         Gabriel:  Well, the reserve starts from the corner of Charlie 
         Roasting's place stretching northward from there to about a 
         mile.  From this point, further north about two miles which 
         extends to the Bear Lake - all that portion was surrendered.          
         At that time most of land laid underwater.  Apparently the 
         Ermineskins had owned about 40 acres or 160 acres at that 
         location but I do not know the exact arrangements made on that 
         matter.   
          
         We had an Indian agent by the name of Mr. Baltimon who at the 



         time informed the Ermineskins that some of the land belonged 
         to us. He attempted to take it back for us.  These patches were 
         under water.  At one location it apparently contained about 45 
         acres and at another location it contained about 60 acres. 
         Another place - abut 30 acres. 
          
         Rose:  Where are those patches located exactly? 
          
         Gabriel:  Right on the Muskawachees Lake.  (Bear Lake)  There 
         was farming done by private farmers on the dry patches of land 
         which apparently belonged to the Ermineskins. I do not know if 
         the total area was surrendered. 
          
         Rose:  At the edge of the Louis Bull reserve as it now stands 
         presently, was it two miles north of that place that was 
         surrendered?  (Pointing towards Charlie Roastings', Harrison 
         Bulls' crossing.) 
          
         Gabriel:  It was not all that much.  They sold about four miles 
         (west) by 1  miles (north) of Bull Reserve. It follows the 
         winding road where Bert Crane presently resides up to the 
         vicinity of the river. 
          
         The size of the Bull Reserve presently is about 6 miles long 
         and about 2 miles wide.  The reserve is not square and fenced 
         accordingly.   
          
         Rose: I wonder if many of the Louis Bull members were in favor 
         of surrendering part of the land? 
          
         Gabriel:  I can't recall who the councillor was at that time.  
         I think Louis Bull was all by himself in the council.  That's 
         correct - there were no councillors at his time. It was only in 
         the latter years when the reserve began having their council. 
         That was around 1935 when the band had their first councillor 
         which was Francis Bull. Upon his father's death he then became 
         a chief.  The next councillor was Joe White.  I think now 
         there are 4 councillors and a chief at Louis Bull.  There are 
         approximately 4-500 people in that band. 
          
         The number of people in the council is based on the total 
         population of a band.  For every 100 people there is one 
          
 
 
          
         councillor.  Under the leadership of Peter Bull there are four 
         councillors.   
          
         Our membership in Ermineskin is probably close to one thousand.  
          
         At Samson's there are about 1600. 
          
         Gabriel:  How many councillors are there in the Samson Band? 
          
         Rose:  12 and 1 chief. 
          



         Gabriel:  Then there are probably 1300 people there. 
          
         Rose:  That Francis Bull, was he the son of Louis Bull? 
          
         Gabriel:  He was the eldest in the family.  That's Fred Bull's 
         father.   
          
         Rose:  You don't recall of anyone ever mentioning meetings to 
         be held to discuss the land surrender or to sell a portion of 
         their land? 

briel:  The Ermineskin Band has owned the whole area prior to 

on the split they were not permitted to stay at that location 

briel:  Jimmy Pany's father.  Did you know them? 

se:  Was that Ermineskin? 

       (February 6 - I will be 77.  I just turned 76 this past year.  
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         Ga
         the split.  Most of the Louis Bull clan used to live at the 
         vicinity of Lawrence Cutarm's residence. 
          
         Up
         any longer.  Land was surveyed for them at the location where 
         they presently are living. 
          
         Rose:  Who evicted them? 
          
         Ga
          
         Ro
          
         Gabriel:  No, his son.  Ermineskin was our first chief here but 
         Jimmy Pany's father commonly known as Pany was the one who 
         evicted them.  Afterwards land was surveyed for them. 
 
  
         1901 was my birthdate) 
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