
 
          
          
          
          
          
          
         DOCUMENT NAME/INFORMANT:           JULIAN BIRD MOSES 
         INFORMANT'S ADDRESS:               SADDLE LAKE RESERVE 
                                            ALBERTA 
         INTERVIEW LOCATION:                TARR OFFICE - SADDLE L 
                                            EDMONTON, ALBERTA 
         TRIBE/NATION:                       
         LANGUAGE:                           
         DATE OF INTERVIEW:                 FEBRUARY 15, 1974 
         INTERVIEWER:                       LOUIS RAIN 
         INTERPRETER:                       LOUIS RAIN 
         TRANSCRIBER:                       JOANNE GREENWOOD 
         SOURCE:                            OFFICE OF SPECIFIC CLAIMS 
                                                 & RESEARCH 
                                            WINTERBURN, ALBERTA 
         TAPE NUMBER:                       IH-194 
         DISK:                              TRANSCRIPT DISC 35 
         PAGES:                             10 
         RESTRICTIONS:                      NONE 
          
          
         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Sale of Saddle Lake Reserve land. 
         - Amalgamation of Saddle Lake, Blue Quills and Washatanow 
         bands.   
          
         Louis:  Will ask first to state your name and your age please. 
          
         Julian:  Julian Bird Moses is my name and I was born in 1885, 
         of August 1st.  I'm coming 79 years old - from Saddle Lake 
         Indian Reserve. 
          
         Louis:  What I want to ask you is about the surrender that was 
         at Saddle Lake Reserve in 1925.  What do you know about this?  
         Would you tell me about that here? 
          
         Julian:  I was very much alive then.  As you know when one is 
         young, one doesn't seem bothered to know what is going on.  
         When you're young you don't seem to care the happenings on the 
         reserve.  I'd imagined everybody is like that.  At the stage of 
         my age now I'd supposed all my age level oldsters are the same 
         way.  Even though my late father was a headman then.  When the 
         surrender was initiated, it didn't take only one day. 
          
              Not only took two years, it was years before it was 
         decided upon.  But there are some that can be easily led into 
         something and they can sure influence a lot of people too.  
         Those are the people that can easily be bought and this was the 
         pattern that was used to induce these people to surrender.  It 
         took more than two years before it was surrendered.  They had 



         several meetings but were unable to pass the resolution to 
         surrender.  They were people that went around to people 
         regarding the surrender.  I can remember it was during fall, 
         during harvest time.  Around Vegreville area, we were in that 
         vicinity when this man from Saddle Lake Reserve came to us, 
         soliciting the names for surrender.  Asking the people if they 
         would be willing to surrender some parts of their reserve. 
          
         Louis:  When you said, people endeavor of collecting names for 
         the surrender, did they went around to the homes of the people? 
          
         Julian:  They went to people that were out working, but I'd 
         imagine they've done that too.  Most people or men were out 
         working during harvest season.  And this man went to these 
         workers you see. 
          
         Louis:  Could you name those people that went around? 
          
         Julian:  Robert Houle for certain.  He was called Mesh cah cha 
         guns in Cree (Fox or coyote).  He really made an effort towards 
         this surrender. 
          
         Louis:  Was there somebody helping him on this? 
          
          
         Julian:  I'd imagine he would be assisted from the agency.  As 
         a matter of fact, he was given a team of horses to use for the 
         trips he was making around the reserve.  I don't think he had 
         anything except walked on foot to get around. 
          
         Louis:  Was there someone that went around with him? 
          
         Julian:  No.  Most of the time he was alone.  I don't recall 
         someone to go around with him with his work.  Perhaps he might 
         have given someone a ride now and then, but to work with him, 
         no.   
          
         Louis:  Would you be able to say he was getting paid for what 
         he was doing? 
          
         Julian:  I don't think he was getting paid for his services.  
         It was hard for money to come by, but then again he might have 
         been promised something for what he was doing.  If he were to 
         succeed in carrying through the surrender.  No doubt he 
         received something for his efforts. 
          
              When we were in southerly region, working, he had come to 
         us there.  There was about five tents of families living 
         together.  He came to ask us if we'd be willing to surrender 
         some land.  But it so happens the people that were there were 
         all from Saddle Lake Reserve.  So I believe they didn't give 
         their consent to surrender then.  He didn't actually ask the 
         people in public if they would surrender.  He talked the people 
         individually.  That's how they approached people.  No doubt in 
         my mind, there was a lot of input from the people that were 
         motivated initially that influenced other people towards the 
         question of surrender. 



          
              As time went on, they've found ways and means as to how to 
         agitate people towards taking surrender.  They were pretty 
         consistent of having this surrender to come through quicker 
         fashion.  Specially people that lived on the portion that was 
         to be ceded.  I can name those people. 
          
         Louis:  It's up to you. 
          
         Julian:  The missionary, Robert Steinhauer, was one of them.  
         And Hunter's Bert Cardinal, Augustine Cardinal, Albert 
         Cardinal, Jonas Cardinal, Oldman Crane and Joshua Shirt. 
          
         Louis:  These people lived on that portion that was 
         surrendered?   
          
         Julian:  They lived on that part that was ceded. 
          
         Louis:  How did those people react?  Were they well enthused to 
         sell?  In terms of surrender?  
          
         Julian:  Initially I don't think so.  But when they were told 
         that they would be compensated for their improvements, then 
         they were anxious to move. 
          
         Louis:  Improvements.  They were compensated for? 
          
         Julian:  If they leave that portion where it was to be sold.  
         They would be well paid.  This is what really motivated them to 
         sell.  This was one of the best methods that was used.  And 
         naturally the Rev. Steinhauer fell for this. 
          
              And all these people I've mentioned had done a lot of work 
         for themselves, that live on the land that was sold.  I was in 
         attendance at the final meeting they had pertaining to the land 
         surrender.  I have heard what the people have kept referring 
         that it was won by two votes.  But this is all hearsay. 
          
              But I think it's a little different than that.  It was an 
         overwhelming majority.  This is what I've learned.  And when the 
         surrender was favored by those that wanted to sell.  Chief 
         Thomas Makokis and my father Jesse Moses, Jimmy Cardinal, these 
         people were the leaders then.  Augustine Steinhauer was one of 
         them too.  They didn't get up right away to sign the surrender.  
         They hesitated.  I've seen this with my own eyes.  They were 
         reluctant to go ahead, sign their names.  But they were actually 
         induced to sign their names, cause if they didn't they would be 
         holding the proceedings.  This is what they were told.  They 
         reluctantly signed the paper. 
          
         Louis:  Everybody was willing to surrender the land? 
          
         Julian:  They've won the people over to surrender and they 
         really reasured the leaders then.  The leaders told the people  
         they would regret in the future for selling the land.  You will 
         regret and cry for what you are doing in the future.  And they 
         were right.  Now today, people are regretting for their 



         foolishness.   
          
              I have been approached regarding about this matter if I'd 
         be able to tell what happened.  There was a halfbreed by the 
         name of Brosseau, and he spoke Cree well.  He was present, he 
         would be my witness and he was more maturely understanding than 
         I was.  He was a storekeeper.  I went and asked for him, if he 
         would be willing to back up what I had to say.  But what 
         happened was he was reluctant to come forward.  Why he didn't 
         want to do was because he was a storekeeper and he wanted to 
         make money on the Indians when they got their money. 
          
              He had set up a temporary store on the reserve when the 
         sale was finished so he could make money on the Indians.  He 
         had that store there about a year.  This is why he didn't want 
         to help me with the information.  But he had died now.  At that 
         time this is what I understood.  This is what I meant when I 
         said it is hard to remember everything when you are young.  You 
         just seem to neglect what is going on.  Like when people say 
         the vote was won by one vote.  This I don't know you see.  Even 
         though I was there.  I don't even know who was for surrender or 
         whom was against it.  The only thing was it was decided to sell 
         that's all.  I guess I'd remember if it was stated how many was 
         for surrendering.  This I've never heard.  And I suppose it was 
         to be known as to how many people was in favor of selling.  If 
         someone was to say certain number of votes was won by.  I 
         wouldn't entirely believe him, simply because I was there and 
         there was no mention the number of votes that the surrender was 
         won with. 
          
         Louis:  All the people were in favor of selling their land? 
          
         Julian:  Today is different.  But them days showing hands was 
         all the indication that was needed to know everyone was in 
         favor of something that required votes.  And apparently this is 
         how it was done.  They would either stood up or raise their 
         hands.   
          
         Louis:  Were there many people when they took votes or names at 
         the final meeting? 
          
         Julian:  People are often shunned at each other when something 
         like that happens.  Some people are greedy and some are humble 
         to go ahead and do something.  And yet there are some that will 
         do anything without hesitation or concern.  This is how it was.  
         This is they've done it.  I have never heard how many were 
         against selling and how many were willing to sell. 
          
         Louis:  I have heard the people I've interviewed say they were 
         defeated even though they didn't want to sell but eventually 
         they had to accept that defeat and receive the matter in good 
         manner.   
          
         Julian:  It was a known fact they were going to surrender. 
          
         Louis:  A lot of them said they were against surrendering.  And 
         they all seem to say they were defeated.  I don't know if they 



         went along or not. 
          
         Julian:  Well, they had to go along with it, knowing that they 
         were defeated.  Once the chief endorsed the document everyone 
         had to agree.   
          
         Louis:  You yourself didn't sign your name on anything? 
          
         Julian:  No, once the surrender was passed you weren't asked if 
         you were for it or not. 
          
         Louis:  You didn't sign anything? 
          
         Julian:  No! 
          
         Louis:  The leaders signed though? 
          
         Julian:  Yes.  If they had everybody sign their names, it would 
         have taken days before they had everybody sign.  What it is 
         today.  It was different than when people vote, they use to 
         just raise their hands or would stand up to be recognized. 
          
         Louis:  Were you in favor of surrendering? 
          
         Julian:  No.  For the reason we were fully entitled with all 
         the reserve, therefore, we didn't feel we should sell.  There 
         was a lot of people that felt the same way.  And also when 
         you're young, you wouldn't benefit too much out of them. 
          
         Louis:  But you did receive the money that was paid to all 
         people?   
          
         Julian:  They've each received $100.  The man who boostered the 
         sale, Robert Houle, he had about 13 children and I'm sure he 
         received quite a bit of money.  And his brother too.  He 
         received about $1,300.  And he also received one whole set of, 
         team of horses including wagon and all. 
          
         Louis:  How do you see that now?  Did he push the people to 
         support with the land surrender? 
          
         Julian:  This is it, he was sent out to try and obtain all the 
         names as much as he could.  He worked people to support the 
         surrender.   
          
         Louis:  What the other people has stated was that, there was 
         two people involved, like Jesse Samson. 
          
         Julian:  Yes, this is what was said.  But this is what I meant, 
         the things I didn't see is what I can't say.  But if I saw 
         Samson, or even to bother me even though he was my relative.  
         He never did you see.  That was that.  But lately people talked 
         about many things.  And what was said then, today is a fact.  
         Hay has been a problem.  They had kept one area where there is 
         a slough which is called Two Hills, that was a hay meadow. 
          
         Louis:  Indians made hay there? 



          
         Julian:  Yes. 
          
         Louis:  Is this off the reserve? 
          
         Julian:  It was on the surrender land area.  They had retained 
         this area for that purpose, to make hay there.  But after that, 
         I don't know what was done with that meadow.  It is not known 
         what the Indian agents have done with that.  This hay meadow 
         was one mile by one mile square.  That land has been occupied 
         now. 
          
         Louis:  You have lost that then? 
          
         Julian:  It seems that way. 
          
         Louis:  But the agreement was to leave that out? 
          
         Julian:  It was left out.  It wasn't included with the sale. 
          
         Louis:  Nobody ever made inquiries about this?   
          
         Julian:  There has been inquiries made regarding this.  There 
         hasn't been a real opportune time yet to have a meeting just 
         for this issue.  To know all about it.  And the old people have 
         gone that could know facts about this.  It is pretty hard now. 
          
         Louis:  There is another place that is a questionable matter, 
         across the river from where you lived I'd presume. 
          
         Julian:  I have heard about that for a long time, and I have 
         seen when I was small, there used to be crossing there, and 
         people used to live along that river.  I guess they used to 
         make hay across the river.  This was long time ago.  And I've 
         also heard Robert say that he was with the surveying crew that 
         made the reserve boundary.  It was said that past there was an 
         Indian land.  It has been farmed along the river, but it's not 
         that good to farm round there.  Mostly it is bush and hilly. 
          
         Louis:  Nobody ever try to find out about this portion? 
          
         Julian:  The matter has been brought up now and then, but the 
         trouble is we could never hold a proper meeting to talk about 
         those things.  We could never have a proper discussion on these 
         matters.  And also the Lands Commission has been invited at 
         times to come and sit with people, but we never see those 
         commissioners to come around here.  We'd like to get directions 
         of how we could approach of claiming this lost reserve lands. 
          
          
              Therefore, it is hard for us.  All these kind of problems, 
         if or when we don't do anything about them, the problems just 
         get bigger and bigger.  Therefore, it is hard solved them.  If 
         we don't do anything it's going to die as it is. 
          
         Louis:  Is this all you could tell me about the land surrender 
         or is there anything else you'd want to mention? 



          
         Julian:  When there was another meeting to surrender some land.  
         There was a missionary that came from overseas.  He had come too 
         for some land for the immigrant that they were to be shipped 
         from Scottish or Irish people.  Well, he was allowed to obtain 
         some land.  This is the place where oil was discovered.  This 
         I've known, oil, my father used to talk about oil constantly. 
          
              I wondered if he knew what oil was.  He used to say there 
         was oil around.  There was quite an argument over this 
         discovery.  They've found several discoveries around that area 
         too.  But it was the heavy type of oil, too thick.  Up to date, 
         it hasn't been done anything about it.  All those minerals 
         right are supposedly owned by the Indians.  But there was 
         something that was overlooked.  Now that other surrender there 
         was no minerals that were included with that, but now this 
         recent surrender I've heard that the minerals were 
         included.   
          
              People that bought those lands had bought the minerals 
         also.  But as far as I know, those minerals right were never 
         sold.  Anything that's under the ground such as oil.  Minerals 
         were never given away with the surrender.  As far as what I 
         have heard they never sold.  And we could have heard or known 
         about this.  Where that was any mention about minerals when 
         surrender was first made.  I have never heard if anyone or the 
         leaders ever sold those minerals.  It has been a problem 
         whereby from one to the other, even with Indians among 
         themselves, they would argue each other saying we have lost our 
         mineral rights.  But the reason why Indians like to argue over 
         minerals, you don't see anything on paper regarding minerals.  
         That is one of the big problems.  If there could be a definite 
         answer that those natural resources were included with the 
         surrender in the first place. 
          
         Louis:  Perhaps this documentation could be found of how the 
         agreements were made. 
          
         Julian:  I can understand that the Indian people were not 
         educated.  Not like now when you receive a letter you read it.  
         But in the old days people didn't write nor read, it was pretty 
         hard for them to understand.  If you were to read for someone, 
          
         you say anything to him if you don't understand what the letter 
         says.  This has been done to our grandfathers in the past and 
         this has been done to us also. 
          
              What I often think is there was a lot of crooked work 
         involved with this business.  Not only from the white people, 
         we Indians help along too.  If there was such thing as honesty 
         with business, there wouldn't be any problems today. 
          
         Louis:  Washatanow people, what did actually happen there, what 
         do you know about that? 
          
         Julian:  This Washatanow people (mahainould) lived there. 
         They've settled these prior to the treaties and they weren't 



         considered reserves as yet.  They've just been living there 
         before.  Crier and his band lived there and farmed the land. 
          
              I've always been interested to see that document.  As of 
         here everybody wants to be separated - they were added on to 
         this reserve.  Blue Quills and Washatanow people, they were 
         added on to this Saddle Lake Reserve - Blue Quill moved from 
         Andrew district.  And took a while before Washatanow people 
         could be moved cause they didn't want to leave that place where 
         they were.  They've tried and tried to get them moved, but 
         finally they did move up here.  There was about 14 sections 
         there that they left.  And they received that much that was 
         added on to this reserve. 
          
              I guess the government didn't want these reserves 
         scattered all over the country.  That's why they amalgamated 
         those reserves together here. 
          
         Louis:  Is there anything that you'll like to mention about 
         your reserve? 
          
         Julian:  Our land?  I will tell you one thing.  An Indian had 
         some rights to this land in 1912 or 1914.  A railroad was going 
         to be built through the reserve, it was already surveyed too.  
         I was at that meeting when the negotiations were being made if 
         the Indians would allow a railway on their reserve.  One old 
         man got up and posed a price he would like to see paid to them.  
         But the negotiators felt they couldn't afford to pay the price. 
         The old man proposed one dollar ($1.00) per square foot.  They 
         figured it was too much for them.  If you consider that price 
         today.  Would you think it was worth the price?  The cost of 
         land today now. 
          
         Louis:  I wouldn't know, but I wouldn't think so. 
          
          
         Julian:  Well, what's the land worth now in the city? 
          
         Louis:  It must be quite a bit. 
          
         Julian:  Not a dollar anyway.  You know they had to detour the 
         railway around the reserve.  That railroad ended up at Onion 
         Lake.  They wouldn't allow to have that railway go through 
         their reserve too.  Right today those rails are left like that, 
         cause they couldn't get them through the reserves.  Didn't you 
         know this? 
          
         Louis:  No, I've never. 
          
         Julian:  It can plainly be seen; on the east side of Onion Lake 
         is where it ends.  And it ends up to Heinsburg.  They couldn't 
         build that railway through Indian reserves. 
          
              It was known Indians had some rights to fight for.  They 
         didn't want to allow railways going through their reserves.  We 
         still could exercise our rights in that manner now if we want 
         to.  Is there anything you'd like to know? 



          
         Louis:  I guess that's all from your reserve and I want to 
         thank you for your say regarding your reserve. 
          
         That's all. 
          
         (End of Interview)     
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