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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - General discussion of her life.          
         Priscilla: I was married in January 14th, I think, and I forget 
         the year, you know.  That was... I don't know what.  I used to have 
         it right in my head, but I don't have it no more.  I can't 
         remember.   
          
         Patricia:  You came from Mt. Pleasant? 
          
         Priscilla: 1914.   
          
         Patricia:  How did you travel? 
          
         Priscilla: Train and boat, rowboat. 
          
         Patricia:  Who all came with you? 
          
         Priscilla: My husband.  (laughs) Grandpa came. 
          
         Patricia:  You were married... 
          
         Priscilla: He went after me (inaudible). 
          
         Patricia:  Oh, you know about back to back.  And then you were 
         married right after that? 
          
         Priscilla: I was married in January but I can't remember the 
         date.  But I have a certificate some place.  It should be on there, 



         Norman knows.  And yeah, got married in the church, Anglican 
         Church, and then we ate in parish hall that time, you know, 
         parish hall. 
          
         Patricia:  Yeah.  Did you have a reception? 
          
         Priscilla: Yeah. 
          
          
         Patricia:  Were there a lot of people? 
          
         Priscilla: Yeah, there was a lot of people and I didn't know 
         anybody.  
          
         Patricia:  Oh, they were all Papa's? 
          
         Priscilla: Just Papa and Nancy Cowsock, her name was.  But her 
         name was Jackson after a while -- she married Peter Jackson.  
         And that's the only one I know.  But there were people who were 
         really friendly with me. 
          
         Patricia:  How did you meet Papa? 
          
         Priscilla: He came and looked for me.  I didn't even know him. 
          
         Patricia:  He knew you? 
          
         Priscilla: He heard about me, that's all.  The first time I ever 
         met him we had a camp meeting up there and he came to that camp 
         meeting.  And I guess Susan Cowsock or Nancy Cowsock told him 
         about me.  I didn't even know nothing about him, what he looked 
         like or anything. 
          
         Patricia:  At that was it, eh? 
          
         Priscilla: That was it.  Somebody introduced me to him, 
         somebody that didn't know him either.   
          
         Patricia:  How long did you go together? 
          
         Priscilla: Just that fall, just that fall. 
          
         Patricia:  And you were married in January. 
          
         Priscilla: In January we were married.   
          
         Patricia:  How about when you had your kids?  Where did you have 

n his old house.  We used to live down there -- it 

:  You had all of them in that house? 

iscilla: All of them was born in that old house. 

tricia:  Did somebody help you? 

         your kids?  
          

iscilla: I         Pr
         burned. 
          

tricia         Pa
          
         Pr
          
         Pa



          
         Priscilla: That wasn't his house either.  It belonged to Alfred 
         and Wallace, I guess, that land.  And the house was on there.  
         His wife died about six years before I came here, he said.  
         Alfred's mother and Wallace.   
          
         Patricia:  So did you have help when you were having your 

iscilla: I didn't have Ford until I was here two years, I 

tricia:  After you were married? 

iscilla: After I married.  About two years.   

iscilla: We used to get Betty's friend... 

tricia:  Betty Blackbird?  

tricia:  Would she go around to all the ladies who were 

iscilla: If you ask her, if they ask her. 

tricia:  She'd go and help them. 

he was good.   

tricia:  Was that just for the...? 

iscilla: That's Betty's grandmother.  She had kids herself. 

iscilla: Yeah.  If you want her to she'd come to you.  That's 

tricia:  Well, when did you, like, see your doctor?  When was the 

iscilla: Eh? 

tricia:  When was the first time you ever saw a real doctor 

iscilla: Alginack.  His name was Dr. Bostrick.  If I wanted 

ck.  

         babies, like was somebody there with you? 
          
         Pr
         think. 
          
         Pa
          
         Pr
          
         Patricia:  You weren't alone when you were having, like...? 
          
         Pr
          
         Pa
          
         Priscilla: She was a midwife down here.   
          
         Pa
         having babies? 
          
         Pr
          
         Pa
          

iscilla: She'd stay with them.  S         Pr
          
         Pa
          
         Pr
          

tricia:  And she'd go around and help other ladies.          Pa
          
         Pr
         the only nurse I know. 
          
         Pa
         first time you saw a doctor, a real doctor, or a nurse? 
          
         Pr
          
         Pa
         or a nurse? 
          
         Pr
         him, if anybody was real sick, he'd, my husband would go over 
          
         there in a rowboat and tell him.  And he'd come back -- 
         sometimes he'd come over in a rowboat himself, Dr. Bostri
         That's the only doctor I used to go to. 
          



         Patricia:  And then you wouldn't see him very often, eh? 

iscilla: Anytime I wanted him for those really sick ones.  I 

iscilla: Day school. 

tricia:  Yeah, the one they tore down, is that it?  Or did 

iscilla: More.  There used to be Indian teachers.  Art (name) was 

Did they go to school? 

iscilla: Yeah.  I think Ford didn't go right away.  I don't 

e 

tricia:  Was it very far? 

iscilla: You know where the parish hall is from here? 

iscilla: Well, we lived down there, see, by the river.  That's 

tricia:  Were there any cottages, like, or houses along the 

iscilla: There was a few.  They were not supposed to have 

iscilla: That's what they were supposed to do. 

tricia:  So when you were done living in your house you were 

          
         Pr
         don't think he had, he didn't have, I didn't have Elmer till 
         Ford was three years old.  I didn't have no baby right away till 
         Ford was three.  Ford is three years older than Elmer. 
          
         Patricia:  How did you, did you just...?  Like some families they 
         have one baby right after the other like... 
          
         Priscilla: I don't know, but that's the way I was.  Then after 
         Elmer came then I had Aaron two years after.   
          
         Nobody had any, I don't think she went to school either.  There 
         was a little school house here, you know. 
          
         Patricia:  The white school? 
          
         Pr
          
         Pa
         they have a different school? 
          
         Pr
         one and they say Albert (name) was one.  I don't know which taught 
         first, either Albert or Art.  They taught, they were the 
         teachers.  
          

tricia:           Pa
          
          
         Pr
         know how old, five or six when he started, Elmer, to those 
         little schools.  They'd tell you more about it than I do.  H
         used to go walk too. 
          
         Pa
          
         Pr
          

tricia:  Yeah.          Pa
          
         Pr
         how far they had to walk, so that wasn't too far.  
          
         Pa
         river?  
          
         Pr
         cottages them days.  They were supposed to have anything you 
         can tear down when you're through with it. 
          

tricia:  Is that what they had?          Pa
          
         Pr
          
         Pa



         supposed to tear it down?  Did you ever have another family 
         living with you? 
          

iscilla: In our         Pr  old house? 

tricia:  Yes. 

tricia:  They'd come and stay with you for a while? 

iscilla: Yeah, I'd feed them and keep them for a while.  I used 

tricia:  Who was your nearest neighbor? 

 

tricia:  Were there, the roads, were they just little paths?  

iscilla: No, they had a road all right, but not a very good 

tricia:  Did they have cars then? 

iscilla: Not then. 

u get around? 

iscilla: We had horses. 

tricia:  Buggies? 

on. 

tricia:  Were the horses tame or did you...? 

iscilla: Sure they were tame.  We kept them in a barn.  We had 

tricia:  Chickens? 

iscilla: Yeah, ducks.  

have any problem when it came to food?  

iscilla: We had lots.  We always had a lot of food, like we 

tricia:  How did you keep the meat good?  Did you have a 

          
         Pa
          
         Priscilla: I had a lot of people come.  Different ones, you know. 
          
         Pa
          
         Pr
         to have a lot of people. 
          
         Pa
          
         Priscilla: My nearest neighbor?  Her name was Shanano, that 
         midwife at the time, Mrs. Adam Notty.  There wasn't any 
         houses, there wasn't any houses here and there wasn't any
         houses down that way. 
          
         Pa
          
         Pr
         one, you know, muddy, and you couldn't go through there with a 
         car.  
          
         Pa
          
         Pr
          

tricia:  How did yo         Pa
          
         Pr
          
         Pa
          

iscilla: Yeah, wag         Pr
          
         Pa
          
          
         Pr
         a little barn there where we used to live.  Had cows too. 
          
         Pa
          
         Pr
          

tricia:  So you didn't          Pa
          
         Pr
         keep pig.  We'd kill a pork in the fall and then have a lot of 
         pork.  And the lard, they get it off, rendered from the meat, 
         see.  
          
         Pa



         fridge?  
          
         Priscilla: The pork, my father used to kill in the fall when the 

tricia:  Hunt all winter? 

iscilla: Whenever he could. 

iscilla: Fish. 

tricia:  Muskrat? 

tricia:  What about squirrels? 

tricia:  Was there a store you could go to to buy food? 

iscilla: Alginack. 

ouldn't get around here, eh? 

iscilla: Never went to Wallaceburg, never know.  They used to 

tricia:  What does that mean? 

iscilla: (Indian name) means a mouse, rat. 

iscilla: A rat. 

tricia:  Why did they call it that? 

l funny people, white 

  In Wallaceburg. 

iscilla: Yeah, that's why they call them that (Indian name), 

way 
h 

tricia:  Yeah.  You couldn't get through there? 

iscilla: It was all wild, swampy. 

         weather was cold then he'd have a barrel.  He'd salt the meat 
         down, salt the meat, that's all, and it kept.  Then he'd hunt. 
          
         Pa
          
         Pr
          
         Patricia:  What would he catch?  
          
         Pr
          
         Pa
          
         Priscilla: Yeah.  They used to eat a lot of muskrat those days, 
         and they'd eat rabbit too. 
          
          
         Pa
          
         Priscilla: Oh, once in a while, not much. 
          
         Pa
          
         Pr
          

tricia:  Oh, just c         Pa
          
         Pr
         call it (Indian name). 
          
         Pa
          
         Pr
          

tricia:  A mouse and rat.          Pa
          
         Pr
          
         Pa
          

iscilla: Well, there used to be awfu         Pr
         people.  
          

tricia:         Pa
          
         Pr
         or (Indian).  I don't know what they do.  They never 
         associated with Wallaceburg until the roads were half 
         decent and they could get through.  You couldn't get throug
         that road, you know, past Glass Town there. 
          
         Pa
          
         Pr



          
         Patricia:  Really?  How about... was that ferry running?  
          

iscilla: We had a ferry, handpower.          Pr
          
         Patricia:  Before the cableman went to...? 

iscilla: They had sticks, remember? 

tricia:  Yeah. 

iscilla: Yeah, with a long stick about like that, I guess.  

iscilla: Not until my last baby was old enough to stay home.  

tricia:  How old was that? 

 about two years old, maybe one 

 That's Auntie Nona.  And what did you do? 

iscilla: I done house work in Alginack.  I used to go back and 

tricia:  Every day? 

iscilla: I'd have a job every day.  I was in demand.  

tricia:  Who watched the baby? 

, I'd clean house. 

tricia:  You'd just clean house. 

iscilla: Top to bottom.  Scrub the floor, maybe have to wash 

          
         Priscilla: Before.  They used to have that one cable, they'd pull 
         that scow.  Remember? 
          
         Patricia:  Yeah, I remember that.  Was there a regular operator 
         for the ferry? 
          
         Priscilla: Oh yes, there would be a boss, you know, and call 
         him Boss.  Did handpower, there was no motor on it. 
          
         Patricia:  What would they do, pull it, or...? 
          
         Pr
          
         Pa
          
         Priscilla: Sticks on a, there'd be maybe two, three men there 
         pulling like that.   
          
         Patricia:  Oh, and they'd pull that cable? 
          
         Pr
         And there was a notch in that stick where the cable would, 
         where it would fit that cable.  
          

tricia:  Did you have a job?          Pa
          
         Pr
          
         Pa
          

iscilla: She must have been         Pr
         year old. 
          

tricia:          Pa
          
         Pr
         forth.  
          
         Pa
          
         Pr
         (laughs)  
          
         Pa
          

iscilla: No, I wouldn't babysit         Pr
          
         Pa
          
         Pr



         window if I have to, or sweeping dust and wipe floors.  
          
         Patricia:  You worked seven days a week? 

iscilla: Well, after the children got a little bit bigger 

off.  

tricia:  You and Papa were well off, weren't you? 

tricia:  With all the animals I thought you might be. 

iscilla: Well, you might call that well off.  But they had to 

make your own butter? 

iscilla: Yes, and ice cream.  But after the summer -- people 

e 

tricia:  It was straight from the cow. 

iscilla: Right from the cow.  That's when Elmer used to drink 

tle 

pole.  

ia:  In your first house, was it there?  You didn't build 

          
         Priscilla: I could have but I didn't want to work on Sundays.  
         I didn't work on Sundays. 
          
         Patricia:  And who would babysit your kids?  
          
         Pr
         Papa used to, you know, he never worked.  And Laura Notty used 
         to have to take care of Nona, Laura Notty -- you don't remember 
         her?  It's Gilard's sister.  That's the first lady I know on 
         the island; she was good to me.  They weren't well off 
         themselves, you know, they weren't what you'd call well 
         They were hard up. 
          
         Pa
          
         Priscilla: Never.   
          
         Pa
          
         Pr
         milk cows, feed them in the wintertime, chickens.  That's one 
         thing, we didn't have to buy eggs, and if you wanted chicken 
         you could kill it. 
          

tricia:  Did you          Pa
          
         Pr
         come in the summer -- they demand pretty near all the milk we 
         could get.  They used to milk, you know, Walt was milking, Pa 
         and I didn't, Elmer.  And around eight quarts and it was 10 

v         cents a quart.  (laughs)  Ten cents a quart, and we'd even ha
         enough to supply our cottages.  But it was, it wasn't 
         pasteurized, or... 
          
         Pa
          
          
         Pr
         milk.  And he'd have his glass of milk in the morning after 
         they get through milking. And he'd sit there by the steps 
         waiting, and, "There's your milk Elmer."  He was just a lit
         kid, I don't know.  But he liked that warm milk, you know, from 
         the cow.  Well, then again supper time, evening, he'd have his 
         milk again.  He'd get his milk again but that's all he could 
         afford because everybody else wanted milk, you know.  One 
         Indian, you know, you know how big those quart jars are 
         compared to the other size -- they're different.  Those 
         Canadian quarts are big, they're almost two quarts in Wal
         Oh yes, I had...  I didn't think we were hard up but we had to 
         work. 
          

tric         Pa
         your first hourse, did you? 



          
         Priscilla: Eh? 
          

tricia:  Was          Pa the house, when you first came here was the 

iscilla: That's the house that burned down. 

tricia:  Was it there already when you came? 

iscilla: I think it was 1935, I can't remember.  I can't 

iscilla: That house was already there. 

tricia:  This was already there too? 

 

tricia:  The front part was there yet? 

re, you know, that 

:  Did it have an upstairs then?  

iscilla: Yes, it had an upstairs.  Both houses, both sides -- 

iscilla: Nancy Sands, that's her sister.  Used to keep Nancy 

ur kids the same way you were 

h? 

tricia:  How you were, how your mother brought you up, did 

         house you lived in...? 
          
         Pr
          
         Pa
          
         Priscilla: Yeah, it was there a long time, I guess.  But Papa 
         added a little bit onto it, but it was just a shell.        
          
         Patricia:  And when did you move over here to the old house? 
          
         Pr
         remember the year. 
          
          
         Patricia:  Who built that house? 
          
         Pr
          
         Pa
          
         Priscilla: Yeah, but Pa kept on fixing it a little bit, you 
         see.  That log house was there.  That log house still stands,
         and that other part too. 
          
         Pa
          

iscilla: And the side near Anne was the         Pr
         house.  
          

tricia         Pa
          
         Pr
         that side and this side -- of that old house.  But there was a 
         Julia Sands -- I don't know if you remember her or not. 
          

tricia:  I don't.          Pa
          
         Pr
         a lot.  That's the oldest one.  She stayed with us most of the 
         time till she got married, then she had her own.  She was older 
         than me but she belonged on the Island, Nancy did.  And her 

          father lived near around Walpole here, her father, brothers. 
         And we were all related.   
          

tricia:  Did you raise yo         Pa
         brought up? 
          

iscilla: E         Pr
          
         Pa
         you raise your kids the same way?  
          



         Priscilla: Yeah, why? 

tricia:  I was just wondering.  Just a question.   

iscilla: Yeah.  My father was a good man.  

tricia:  What was his name? 

r 

iscilla: No.  My mother I don't think ever went to school.  

tricia:  So she just talked Indian all the time.  What would 

iscilla: Oh, she'd get after us.  She'd say, "Don't you talk 

 

tricia:  How about in school?  Did you talk English in school?  

tricia:  What school? 

ster was going and I went with her. 

tricia:  Did you like it? 

iscilla: I don't know.  I must have because I wanted to go 
t 

ok, 

iscilla: What? 

          
         Pa
          
         Priscilla: My mother didn't live very long either, I was 18 
         when my mother died. 
          
         Patricia:  You were 18? 
          
         Pr
          
         Pa
          
         Priscilla: He didn't drink.  Said he'd never drink whiskey or 
         stuff that make him crazy.  He was real good, my father.  I 
         don't know if I could ever find another father like, on the 
         Island here, because they fight their wives, you know.  He 
         never touched my mother, never fought her.  Oh, they talked 
         once in a while, but he was such a good man he never got afte
         us either, or my mother.  She didn't want us to talk English 
         either. 
          
         Patricia:  Oh, she didn't? 
          
         Pr
          
         Pa
         happen if you talked English? 
          
          
         Pr
         like that again," in Indian, you know. "Don't let me hear you 
         talk like that again, English."  We forget ourselves, we try to
         talk English then, you know. 
          
         Pa
          

iscilla: Oh yes.  English, there wasn't very many Indian kids          Pr
         going there, day school, mostly white kids.  I guess I started 
         when I was five years old.  
          
         Pa
          

iscilla: Because my si         Pr
          
         Pa
          
         Pr
         back.  When she'd go to class, you know -- they used to do tha
         -- you go to class, I'd go up with her and I didn't know a 
         thing, fought it, you know.  Then she started reading her bo
         I'd be doing the same thing.   
          
         Patricia:  What were your holidays like?  Or, you know, special 
         days, Christmas and Easter, what were they like? 
          
         Pr



          
         Patricia:  Your holidays. 
          

iscilla: Holidays?          Pr
          
         Patricia:  Yeah. 

tricia:  No?  Christmas or Easter you didn't...? 

iscilla: I don't know what it meant to be to have a holiday. 

tricia:  You'd just work.  Were you baptized?  

tricia:  What did you feed your kids, you babies when they 

iscilla: Toodle.  (both laugh)  I never had bottles.  

tricia:  How long did they nurse? 

 Did they eat 

 from the time they could sit up we'd feed them 

iscilla: No, they never got sick.  They'd have this epidemic 

tricia:  From here? 

iscilla: Wallaceburg.  Dr. Bostrick was a good doctor.  
come 

       over -- he had his own row boat, he didn't have no motor boat 

  He'd just row?  

          
         Priscilla: I never know what holidays was. 
          
         Pa
          
         Pr
         Just go, go, go every day. 
          
         Pa
          
         Priscilla: In the Methodist Church, in Rosebush Church.   
          
         Pa
         were small? 
          
         Pr
          
         Pa
          
         Priscilla: Oh, maybe one year, two years.  Ford was the oldest 
         and he nursed a long time, maybe two years.  
          

tricia:  What did they eat when they quit?          Pa
         regular food? 
          

iscilla: Oh,         Pr
         off the table, you know.  Anything we had they had.  
          

tricia:  Did they get sick often or...?          Pa
          
          
          
         Pr
         going by, they'd get that, like measles.  An what else was it 
         they had?  They had measles, I know.  They had the mumps -- 
         they got big though, that big. I just keep them in bed.  We 
         never had no, I don't know if we had an Indian doctor from 
         Canada or not.  Anyway, first one I know is Dr. Roland.  
          
         Pa
          
         Pr
         Anytime you want him, if you have to have, he'd say, "I'll 
         over."  And he take care of us, from Alginack, see.  He rowed 
  
         either. 
          
         Patricia:
          
         Priscilla: Just row. 
          



         Patricia:  What about in the winter when there was ice? 

. 
 him in 

ck.  He had pneumonia when he 
s a little baby.  I used to talk Indian to him all the time 

tricia:  Uncle Ford. 

 knows how to talk Indian. 

t that, as they 
ow older, they learn more English. 

n? 

they can understand.  

  So you didn't go into Wallaceburg 
til the road was good.  When was that? 

ce 
ere we shopped was Alginack.  It seems like it's my home 

remember the wild animals of the island? 

easants, there were squirrels.  Not big animals, we didn't 

ad.  They roamed in the woods, and 

          
         Priscilla: He'd walk across.  We took Ford over to see Dr

ster.  I had wrapped him up so warm, you know, we took         Fo
         a little sleigh and pulled him over.  And oh, we got a lot of 
         clothes on him.  Yeah, he had cold.  "That's the way to do it," 
         he says, "you got to keep warm or you catch cold again."  He 
         says, "He's just getting over with pneumonia," he said. 
          
         Patricia:  Oh, he had pneumonia. 
          
         Priscilla: I know he was pretty si
         wa
         when he was a baby. 
          
          
         Pa
          
         Priscilla: That's why he
          
         Patricia:  How about the others, Uncle Elmer? 
          
         Priscilla: Well, I talk Indian to them too.  Bu
         gr
          
         Patricia:  And they forgot their India
          
         Priscilla: They didn't forget it exactly, 
          
         Patricia:  But they can't really speak... 
          
         Priscilla: Clara too, she can understand. 
          
         Patricia:  But she can't speak too good? 
          
         Priscilla: She tries.   
          
         Patricia:  How did the...
         un
          

self.  The only pla         Priscilla: I hardly went to Wallaceburg my
         wh
         town, you know.  
          
         Patricia:  Do you 
          
         Priscilla: Yeah.  There were a lot of rabbits, there were 
         ph
         have any big animals like a buffalo, we never had those.  
          
         Patricia:  How about deer? 
          
         Priscilla: Our own cows we h
         so did the ponies.  We had a lot of ponies too.  Eat the grass 
         down.  It wasn't like it is now, you know.  Oh, now it's weeds 
         -- reach that high and you can't go through them.  
          



         Patricia:  But it used to be just like grass through the bush?  

 any big animals, big wild animals.  
t we did have once, we had a bull.  Yeah, a bull. 

und in the bush.  Some people 

that bull. 

t bull?  (laughs)  You 
ve to keep away from him.  You know, if you see him from a 

.  (laughs)  We 
d cows. 

Did somebody own him? 

ned.  They got rid of him.  He 
s too dangerous, I guess, to be loose, you know, around.  He 

 around the island? 

ou? 

 fence.  If you happen to meet him, you 
ow, you'd have to turn around and go the other way. 

ND OF SIDE A) 

iscilla: Living in the old house we still had lamps. 

 your 
dro?  

: Well, when I was 46, 48, or something like that.  

          
         Priscilla: Oh, it was chewed down nice, real nice.  Only thing I 

s scared of was the common snakes.  I never seen a copperhead          wa
         out in the woods, I never did, just those common snakes.  And 
         there was berries on the island, berries, red raspberries, and 
         thimbleberries, and blackberries. 
          
         Patricia:  In the bush.   
          
         Priscilla: But we never had
         Bu
          
         Patricia:  I heard about him. 
          
         Priscilla: They just roamed aro
         seen deer but not much. 
          
         Patricia:  Tell me about 
          
         Priscilla: You want to hear about tha
         ha
         distance you have to just... (Break in tape). 
          
         Patricia:  We were talking about that bull. 
          
         Priscilla: That's the only wild animal we had
         ha
          
         Patricia:  
          
         Priscilla: I don't know what happe
         wa
         got to be big and cranky. 
          
         Patricia:  Did it just walk
          
         Priscilla: Yeah. 
          
         Patricia:  Chase y
          
         Priscilla: There was no
         kn
          
          
         (E
          
          
         Pr
          
         Patricia:  How many kids did you have then, when you got
         hy
          
         Priscilla
          
         Patricia:  So you had all your kids? 
          



          
         Priscilla: She's the last one.  And I had one more after her but 

e died when she was only seven months old.  She was born in 

last one.  I don't know, I don't 
ow what happened to her.  Oh, I know what.  She had chicken 

 

 see.  She was little so she could suck 
r hands or anything.  She died in July.  Born in January and 

our last baby? 

most 
, I don't know. 

ona was born in 1929.  Yeah, that's when she 
s born.  

ell, I had one more after that, that was her and she 
s the last one.  She was such a nice baby, pretty baby too.  

he 

ox, they were real bad.   

 got her and 
en she died.  That was the last one.  Dr. Roland was our 

 

 

 

  No, I don't. 

 so well. 

for? 

was a doctor.  And he 
Lizzie Cathcart was 

         sh
         January and she died in the spring. 
          
         Patricia:  What happened?  
          
         Priscilla: And that was the 
         kn
         pox, I think.  In the summer she died.  She was scratching.  I
         think it went into her. 
          
         Patricia:  Inside, eh. 
          
         Priscilla: Poisoned her,
         he
         she died in July, that was the last one. 
          
         Patricia:  How old were you when you had y
          
         Priscilla: I don't know how old I was.  I suppose I was al
         50
          
         Patricia:  Auntie N
         wa
          
         Priscilla: W
         wa
         Happy looking till she got that chicken pox, must have been 
         chicken pox, because she was all, you know, covered with that 
         measles -- it wasn't measles.  Of course them days that was t
         epidemic, I think. 
          
         Patricia:  Chicken p
          
         Priscilla: But she was healthy enough till that
         th
         doctor.  He was just new at that too.  It was hard for him to
         get to the Island probably.  We called him and told him our 
         baby was sick and wanted him to come out, he never came.  Then 

t         one time he had to come for something, some other...  Not tha
         year though, some other time.  Soon after that one time we 
         needed him -- he never came.  He didn't know the baby died.  He 
         said, "Where's the other baby, where's the little baby?"  I 
         says, "That's when we tried to get you and you didn't come," I 
         said.  He didn't say nothing.  I don't think you remember Dr.
         Roland. 
          
         Patricia:
          
         Priscilla: I remember him
          
         Patricia:  How long was he a doctor 
          
         Priscilla: I don't know how many years he 

d a wife -- she died a long time ago.           ha
         our doctor for a while too.  I don't think you know her either. 



          
         Patricia:  I don't think so.  
          
         Priscilla: Cathcart, she was a lady.   

s Papa in the War?  

iscilla: No. 

ld were you when that was? 

 World War was 
ing on.  The War had just broke out. 

ere when that was 
ppening?  

 had hardships, I guess.  We used to have to have 
od stamps for sugar, for sugar and something else.  Couldn't 

er.  They made the 

towards the Indians 

 glad, that's all.  There was one, 
ss.  We didn't have the bridge, see.  

 only not so good.  You put cars on 
 scow.  That's where Eliza Alder and 

ver stopped his car when he got on, I guess.  He just kept on 

          
         Patricia:  Was she from here? 
          
         Priscilla: From Wallaceburg. 
          
         Patricia:  Do you remember, wa
          
          
         Pr
          
         Patricia:  How o
          
         Priscilla: It was soon after I came here the
         go
          
         Patricia:  Oh.  How was it like around h
         ha
          
         Priscilla: We
         fo
         get it until you sign up for it.  Sugar was hard to get on that 
         side too.  That's how I know, because I didn't know much about 
         this side because we couldn't get to town. 
          

          Patricia:  When did you finally get to town?
          
         Priscilla: Well, as soon as the roads got bett

ads, I don't know how long ago that is.          ro
          
         Patricia:  And how did the people act then 

en they were in town?          wh
          
         Priscilla: They were just

ey used to have to cro         th
         We had to cross on a scow at Highbanks. 
          
         Patricia:  What's a scow? 
          
         Priscilla: A scow like this

ere and drive out on the         th
         Joe Sampson died because they were an old couple.  They used to 
          
         live right along the river.  And they drove on the scow and he 
         ne
         going into the deep water, he just drove off.  That was, I 
         remember that, that happened in February.  And the riverway was 
         open.  You know, Jane Alderman was there too, not Jane 
         Alderman, I guess that was her name.  Papa drove off and we 

ow,          were going to have a bee the next day, wood bee.  You kn
         going to have a wood bee. 
          

e?          Patricia:  What's a wood be
          



         Priscilla: And they went to town to get some provisions to feed 

was 
y 

"T". 

 work or something.  

son 
ck there?  That was his father.  His father had married a 

la: I don't think so. 

 there was a car before that. 
        

tricia:  Did you have a car, you and Papa? 

iscilla: Yeah. 

iscilla: I don't remember.  I know once we had Overland, 

iscilla: Yeah, they don't have Overlands any more. 

iscilla: They never, my people...  My father might have 
don't know.  He knew a little bit, but I don't 

ink he could read.  My mother couldn't read.  But they seem 
y 

e 
Old Jim (name) used to have a threshing 

chine.  One time it came to our place.  We had wheat and oats 

         the bee, and coming home -- it wasn't dark either -- they said, 
         "Oh everybody is running around on the road."  It was in 
         February, end of February.  Going to have that wood cutting 
         bee, you know.  We used to have, you know, coming home,  It 
         daylight yet, it wasn't dark, and he drove right off the ferr
         and the both of them drowned.  
          
         Patricia:  They had a car? 
          
         Priscilla: They had a Model 
          
         Patricia:  Maybe the brakes didn't
          
         Priscilla: Maybe.  So they both died.  You know Ira Samp
         ba
         (inaudible) girl, Eliza Alder.  Joe Sampson his name was.   
          
         Patricia:  So were they one of the first families to have a 
         car?  
          
         Priscil
          
         Patricia:  No.   
          
         Priscilla: I think
  
         Pa
          
         Pr
          

tricia:  What kind of car did you have?           Pa
          
         Pr
         second hand Overland, you know. 
          
         Patricia:  An Overland? 
          
         Pr
          

tricia:  No.            Pa
          
         Pr
         went to school, I 
         th
         to know what's what, you know, they weren't that dumb.  The
         had to remember everything in their heads; they couldn't write.  
         Oh, the world is changing.   
          
         Patricia:  From when you were growing up here, how has the 
         Island changed? 
          
         Priscilla: They don't have no gardens any more.  Yeah, peopl
         used to thresh.  
         ma
                    
          



         when we lived down the front.  My old man happened to be away 
         on a camp meeting trip somewheres, I don't know.  And we were 

aying home alone and we had a great time.  I had to take care 
 

  

tricia:  I know daddy was in the navy... 

iscilla: Yeah, he went to Okinawa. 

 ones, did they...? 

iscilla: Elmer never went, neither did Ford. 

tricia:  No? 

 Ford was turned down, eyes or something, and 
ted, he said.  (both laugh) 

iscilla: Aaron wasn't old enough. 

tricia:  Oh, wasn't he?  But Daddy was. 

e had bad eyes.  Yes, he's 
oung, 17.  He was 

ally young.  Oh, I felt bad when he left for the War, you 

iscilla: I don't know.  He was maybe drafted, I don't know.  
some of his 
so bad for 

 

iscilla: I can't be like that, I just can't.  I just have to 
en, you know.   

         st
         of that threshing.  (both laugh)  I don't know how we made out,
         I don't know.  Anyway, we did it.  Ford was the oldest, you 
         know, but Wallace never stayed home very much, he was always 
         away.   
          
         Patricia:  Where would he go? 
          
         Priscilla: On the boat, sail. 
          
         Pa
          
         Pr
          
         Patricia:  Yeah.  How about the other
          
         Pr
          
         Pa
          
         Priscilla: No. 
         Elmer never exis
          
         Patricia:  How about Uncle Aaron, did he go?  
          
         Pr
          
         Pa
          

iscilla: He had bad eyes anyway, h         Pr
         older than Pat.  Of course Pat was really y
         re
          
         know.  After I took care of him, it hurt me, you know.  Like, 
         he was such a young boy and I didn't think he'd come back 

ain.          ag
          
         Patricia:  Did he have to go, or did he want to?  
          
         Pr
         He joined the Navy anyway, he was a sailor.  I got 

ctures.  But he was such a young boy and I felt          pi
         him.  And your grandfather never even felt it, he never even 
         said good-bye to him.  He went down to the lake early in the 

          morning and he never even said good-bye to Pat.  I thought, "I
         could never do that," I thought.  I had to be there and I felt
         bad.  Men is different, I guess.  He didn't seem to mind it, 
         you know.  He had too many (inaduible) I don't know.  But I 
         didn't care if I had 100, I'd like them all.  (both laugh) 
          
         Patricia:  Treat them all the same. 
          
         Pr
         be there.  I liked all my grandchildr
          



         I used to think it was nice and I used to go and maybe on a 
         trip, little boat trip or something, but I never had much time. 

iscilla: I had too many children, and I took care of them, 
w, feed them for supper.  

iscilla: Yeah.   

inish? 

iscilla: Yeah. 

tricia:  I didn't know that.  How did, did you have to pay 
 

ad 
om them, because Papa never had any money.  

tricia:  Oh, he was a guide too.  He used to paint all the 

tricia:  So that was his main job, just guiding?  

 not, I 
kes, he 

uldn't give me any money either.  I made my own, you know, 

yeah.  What about your clothes, did you 

I used to, if I had to see my way I would 
myself, shoes, or if I need... 

          
         Patricia:  Busy working all the time. 
          
         Pr
         and I know that they were home, you kno
         I had to be there.  I don't know why but I did.  Some people 
         don't care but I did.  I wanted them there for supper and I 
         want to feed them and put them to bed.  We used to call it good 
         times, we didn't have hardly no bad times.  Aaron went to 
          
         school, then he finished his high school and he went across the 
         river, you know, university. 
          
         Patricia:  He went to university? 
          
         Pr
          
         Patricia:  Did he f
          
         Pr
          
         Pa
         for his schooling?
          
         Priscilla: The people he lived with took him in, and what he h
         to have he got it fr
          
         Patricia:  What did Papa do besides paint?  Did he have a job?  
          

iscilla: Guiding.          Pr
          
         Pa
         time.  
          
         Priscilla: Well, that was quite a while afterwards.  
          
         Pa
          

iscilla: I don't know if he made that much money or         Pr
         never knew.  He wouldn't tell me how much money he ma
         wo
         working. 
          
                               
          
          
         Patricia:  Oh working, 

ke them all?          ma
          
         Priscilla: My clothes? 
          
         Patricia:  Yeah. 
          

iscilla: I pinched.           Pr
         buy something for 



          
         Patricia:  Did you make some clothes?  Did you sew? 
          

iscilla: Them days, nowadays you can get a lot          Pr of clothes, 
h I had 

em when I was real hard up.  I never had nothing (inaudible).  
 

       one time our Indian Agent was (inaudible). 

we had two. 

 chief, and we had a, I don't 
ow what they call...  

e, 

aid. 

tricia:  Were they hereditary chiefs or...? 

       Priscilla: They used to have gatherings, like business meetings, 

?  Did he run 
e Island? 

 The chief? 

iscilla: I don't know how they run their business.  It's 
 a regular building.  I don't think they 

d a building then, you know. 

ople, did they pick the chief or was he...? 

tricia:  Who was the Potawatomi chief? 

 
ember?  And his name was 

ghfield, the last one I know.  Jim Daily, he was a school 
 but a while after, 

 built them a school.  That Indian lady, not Indian lady, 

         you know, all those rummage, a lot of clothes.  I wis
         th
         If they give me something over there that's worth while they'd
         have it, see.  You'd be glad for it.  They didn't do that now- 
         adays like they do now.  You can get a lot of clothes now.  Oh, 
  
          
         (Break in tape) 
          
         Patricia:  Was there a chief on the Island? 
          
         Priscilla: Yeah, 
          
         Patricia:  Two chiefs? 
          
         Priscilla: We had a Potawatomi
         kn
          
         Patricia:  How was the Island run?  Did the chief, was he th
         did he make all the decisions for the Island? 
          
          
          
          

iscilla: ...got any money, they didn't get p         Pr
          
         Pa
          
  
         I guess. 
          
         Patricia:  Did the chief make all the decisions
         th
          
         Priscilla:
          
         Patricia:  Yeah. 
          
         Pr
         different now, they got
         ha
          

tricia:  The pe         Pa
          
         Priscilla: Yeah.  Yes they did.  
          
         Pa
          

iscilla: John Callwell, Joe Sampson, some of those.  We had         Pr
         an Indian Agent, Indian Agent, rem
         Hi
         teacher too, after a while, not right away
         he



         white lady, school teachers that they had in school. 
          
         Patricia:  At that white school? 
          
          
         Priscilla: Yeah, that... where the senior citizens meet now, 

at was a school house.  They lived right there, they had a 
ad one back there that burned. 

tricia:  Yeah, I remember that. 

 

to see Elizabeth Isaac. 

tricia:  Those are the only two. 

iscilla: The only two you went to. 
        

 Isaac's father and mother.  
father, mother.   

tricia:  Oh, how much did Ford, well, the kids weigh when they 
ow? 

tricia:  Yeah, when they were born.  Did you know how much?  

ey ever weighed anybody.  I only had real small baby too, his 
 born small.   

t have had. 

 same, you and Papa were 
e first ones to get hydro and then she was second. 

e. 

isit Silas 

         th
         kitchen, and bedrooms.  And they h
          
         Pa
          
         Priscilla: Used to have a teacher back there.  I guess...  Who
         did you visit last?  
          
         Patricia:  Rosie Kewayosh.  I went 
          
         Priscilla: Oh yeah. 
          
         Pa
          
         Pr
  
         Patricia:  Yeah.   
          
         Priscilla: I remember this Elizabeth
         Shaw, his name was William Shaw, her 
          
         Pa
         were born, do you kn
          
         Priscilla: They weigh? 
          
         Pa
          

we ever had scales.  I don't think          Priscilla: I don't think 
         th
         name was Charlie, he was
          
         Patricia:  Did you have a honeymoon? 
          
          
         Priscilla: No, I never had a honeymoon them days.  They might 
         have in the white people, you know, migh
          
         Patricia:  Rosie, she told me that the
         th
          
         Priscilla: I don't think we had it before my house, our old 
         house burned down.  We had it after we moved over her
          
         Patricia:  Oh.  To this house? 
          

iscilla: Yeah, to that old log house.  You didn't v         Pr
         and Thomas yet? 
          

tricia:  Not yet, no.          Pa
          



         Priscilla: He'll probably tell you a lot of things.  

as he born? 

age.  Either he's younger or older, I 
n't know.  He's about the oldest on the Island now, I think.  

iscilla: Yeah.  His wife was older than him I think.  Her 

tricia:  Where did you get your water? 

r.  You go and put a hole in the ice, you 
ow, big enough so you can dip it out with the pail.  Then 

r that, I told Papa 
 dig a well, pump, and make a pump.  We got water that way 
en, hard water though, but it was good.  It was good drinking 

 We 

tricia:  Goiters, is it? 

 myself, 

 
mp, water.  It came in handy though. 

 one? 

he, you know, well 
hat, you know. 

emember?  
ion? 

ll do, I don't 

iscilla: Well, what I read on my bedtime, tradition. 

          
         Patricia:  When w
          
         Priscilla: He's about my 
         do
          
         Patricia:  Silas is? 
          
         Pr
         name was Nancy.   
          
         Pa
          
          
         Priscilla: From the river.  When we first got here everybody 
         used the river wate
         kn
         after a while, maybe a year's time or afte
         to
         th
         water; cold in the summertime.  
          
         Patricia:  That's the old pump over here yet, eh? 
          
         Priscilla: Yeah, we used to have a pump here too afterwards. 
         made a well there.  I used to see the difference when I first 
         came.  Ladies used to have goiters then. 
          
         Pa
          

iscilla: Yeah.  I blamed that on the river water         Pr
         nobody ever told me.  Lot of ladies had that neck ailment.  And 
         I thought I was getting one, you know.  I looked kind of... I  

 So he did,  he made         thought, "I won't tell Papa (inaudible)." 
         pu
          

tricia:  Were you getting         Pa
          
         Priscilla: It looked like it to me, you know.  It went away. 
          
         Patricia:  It did go away after you had the well? 
          

iscilla: After we had started using t         Pr
         water.  There's a lot of iron in t
          
         Patricia:  Gee, that's funny. 
          
          

iscilla: Yeah, (name) used to have a big neck, r         Pr
         (Break in tape).  I don't know, what should I call a tradit
          

tricia:  Something your family did that you sti         Pa
         know. 
          
         Pr
          



         Patricia:  Eh? 
          
         Priscilla: What would I be doing? 
          
         Patricia:  I don't know.  (Break in tape). 
          
         Priscilla: ...reunion.  It was Pa's birthday.  We used to have 

hen, dinner.  He wanted always his family.  "I 
nt all my grandchildren, that's it."  Once or twice we didn't 

 had it in Emma's house and 
nd what you call, 
ife were there, and 

nters were there, some of them Hunters were there, big shots, 
 

used to, like for your social 
tivities...? 

Like 
o out to have fun. 

iscilla: Have fun? 

 

 

ways too busy.  You know, if I wasn't working in Alginack I 
me.  I did have all the children living.  
 didn't have much.  Once in a while a 

inaudible).  Then they used to have those 
ats from Detroit. 

 and it was a freight 
and then they would go 

         a get together t
         wa
         have, like we didn't have them.  We
         they were all white people, like doctors, a
         mostly all white people.  Dr. Ross and his w
         Hu
         Ross Bradley and his wife, that's the only thing I know of.  The
         only thing the Indians used to have is camp meeting, camp 
         meeting in those days. 
          
         Patricia:  How often would they have them? 
          
         Priscilla: Well, I imagine they would have them every year.  It 
         just seemed like they had them every year.   
          
         Patricia:  What did you 
         ac
          
          
          
         Priscilla: Eh? 
          
         Patricia:  When you used to go out what would you do?  
         when you would g
          
         Pr
          
         Patricia:  Yeah.
          
         Priscilla: Never had any.  (laughs)  You know, like go around

n in those days.  I was          and... I don't know what you call fu
         al
         had plenty to do at ho

had to sew by hand,         I 
         little boat ride (
         bo
          
         Patricia:  Do you remember the Tashmoo? 
          
         Priscilla: Tashmoo, yeah.  I don't know if I ever had a ride in 
         it or not.  I know I had a ride on the Wakeeta. 
          

nother excursion boat?          Patricia:  Was that a
          
         Priscilla: It was another passenger boat,

at, and a...  Bring people for a ride          bo
         up to Port Huron, I think.  Tashmoo used to go to Port Huron. 
          

tricia:  And back?          Pa
          



         Priscilla: Yeah. 
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