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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Discussion of the need to preserve dances and other 
         ceremonies in their old format and to show respect for them.   
         LADY SPEAKER: 
          
         Our grandmothers were very strict with us long ago.  We weren't 
         allowed to go anyplace, especially when we had sickness (every 
         month).  Even the cups we used were just for ourselves; nobody 
         else could use the cups while we were sick. The elders had 
         great respect for these traditions long ago. Even this Round 
         dance, which is now called Grass dance.  I used to take part in 
         these dances.  My grandmothers used to have great respect for 
         these.  Where these old men used to sit, a person never seen a 
         woman walk near there.  This was to show respect for these old 
         men that are putting on the dances.  And this is what I would 
         like to tell these other women to tell their daughters and 
         granddaughters, to have respect for these dances.  Like this 
         Grass dance, they should tell their daughters and 
         granddaughters not to take part in these dances when they are 
         not well.  This is what we were told when we were young by our 
         grandmothers. We never used to go to these dances when we were 
         not well, and this I urge my fellow women to tell their 
         daughters and granddaughters.  We used to watch from a distance 
         when we were not well, if there was a dance going on.  Our 
         elders had great faith in these ceremonies. I have seen a lot 
         of these ceremonies of different kinds.  My father too used to 
         make a Sundance.  That's why I have a great respect for 
         everything. The same thing with my granddaughters.  I tell them 



         to have respect; this is our way of life. This is why I say 
         again to these women to tell their daughters and granddaughters 
         to have respect. This is all I have to say, thank you. 
          
         THIS SAME LADY WAS ASKED BY SOMEONE --- HOW THE DANCE STARTED, 
         LIKE FROM ONE TO THE NEXT----- 
          
         She said:  Long ago during the dance someone in the crowd would 
         stand up and announce that he would be the one putting up the 
         next dance. This dancing was classified as an offering long ago. 
         Sometimes it would be my uncle that would say he'd be the 
         one putting on a dance, maybe in two weeks or so.  And in that 
         time would set a definite date for the next dance so everyone 
         would know when the women start cooking for the dance.  And the 
         elders always had a pipe ceremony. This was greatly respected 
         by the elders.  They said prayers before anything was to begin, 
         pray for everyone, to have everything go right at the dance. 
          
         They sometimes made a community Pow-wow.  If the dance was to be 
         held outside in the summer, they used to put little trees in a 
         circle and the dance took place inside the circle. And sometimes 
         they'd use wagons pulled in a big circle, and sometime this was 
         the same as a big feast.  All the light we had at these dances 
         was the big fire in the middle of the circle. This was the way 
          
         they did at a community Pow-wow at that time.  And the time I'm 
         talking about, the women didn't dance this Grass dance they just 
         more or less walked around an outside circle. The men danced 
         the Grass dance; the women danced the Round dance. Today I see 
         women dance the Grass dance along with the men.  This was long 
         ago; now we can't stop anything as everything is turning 
         different. I try to tell this to my young ones but they tell 
         me, "Don't talk," so what is a person to do?  The reason for that 
         today is there's lots of money wherever anything is going on. 
         White men pay at the gate to watch Indians dancing; sometime they 
         even get in themselves and start dancing.  The Pow-wows are 
         more commercial. 
          
         Long ago there never was any money involved at these dances.  I 
         never did see anyone collecting money before he was going to 
         make a dance long ago.  Anybody was welcomed if they wanted to 
         help the one putting on a dance.  The old ladies used to take 
         their cooking to these dances.  These were voluntarily donated.  
         And someone asked about young women at my time.  We weren't 
         allowed to go to pow-wows at certain times as this dance was 
         just like an offering, long ago.  And this is all I know.  I'm 
         not too familiar with the other ceremonies but I know the 
         elders had great respect for them. 
          
         NEXT SPEAKER: 
          
         This is true that long ago as far back as I can remember I used 
         to see elders have a pipe ceremony and spiritual cloth ceremony 
         would be performed before every dance was to begin.  This was 
         given to us Indians and was greatly respected. We were given to 
         try and go about doing these things the right way, (traditions 
         and ceremonies), to run things the right way ourselves. For 



         instance, this Sundance.  It was God given to some Indians and 
         was handed down from father to son, not just anyone can go and 
         make a Sundance.  This was only for certain people.  It is true 
         that a lot of people will make a Sundance just by copying, 
         imitating someone else, but I don't think that counts. This is 
         handed down from father to son same as the pipe ceremony.  This 
         has been going on for a long time and I think it will be 
         always with us.  This was given to us Indians and we respect it. 
          
         I will talk about this Grass dance of what I've seen out our 
         way. We have a dance pretty near every Saturday on our reserve 
         in the winters and this is what I never see, this pipe ceremony 
         to be performed before the dance. They just start when they are 
         ready and when it's all over they say we'll have another dance. 
         And this is what I never saw being done, the spiritual cloth and 
         pipe ceremony and some elder to say prayers. They just start 
         like that, almost like whites. 
          
          
         And these people who act like white men when they go to these 
         various dances to have a good time, they always have lots of 
         grief. For instance their wigwams get blown down by wind 
         because they don't respect anything. They figure there's none 
         of this Indian way now involved but we have to have these 
         ceremonies in order for our dance to be right.  We have to have 
         respect for these. Some of these people see this and begin to 
         think. I told my cousin of what I seen once when I went to the 
         Sioux reserve for the dance - about these wigwams standing all 
         in a row. And I have never seen a wigwam to get blown down by 
         the wind but I see one there.  The ordinary tents get blown 
         down but a wigwam doesn't.  So this was the first one I seen 
         like that, because these people they were using the wigwam 
         didn't believe our Indian way.  This faith was given to us. 
         They blamed one old man for this but I don't think so.  This 
         was caused because they didn't believe anything.  Some of them 
         laugh at these Indian ceremonies.  This was a curse on these 
         people.  They were wrong right from the start.  They should 
         have had an old man perform the spiritual cloth and pipe 
         ceremony before they started dancing. But they didn't do this 
         so they got curse for it. 
          
         And the same thing where we went to the following summer and 
         again this summer the same thing. It was a very bad storm and 
         the wigwams were blowing down.  A lot of the people went home 
         on account of the storm; I went home myself. Some mistake was 
         made at these dances, that's why this happened; something was 
         not done right. 
          
         I'll talk about my uncle who passed away 3 winters ago; his 
         name was Peter George. This man, before any dance was to start, 
         used to invite all the old men in the community.  They used to 
         say prayers and have offerings and everything was always all 
         right.  After this man passed away, we don't see any of this 
         anymore.  The people trying to put on these dances have all 
         kinds of trouble and I think this is a curse brought on by not 
         respecting what the elders used to say because they try to act 
         like white men too much. They laugh at these elders having pipe 



         ceremonies and they mimic and make fun of elders who's saying 
         prayers. Maybe they say "This old guy is just making noise for 
         nothing."  Some of these people bring this curse on themselves 
         and this can be real hard on them and their families. These 
         people that have been given to do these ceremonies, if they 
         make a mistake they are punished in some way for it.  So a 
         person has to follow what was handed down to him and not to 
         forget what was taught him by his elders. 
          
         Now we'll try and discuss on how we can make these dances we 
         have to be better organized.  I think we'll have to follow what 
          
         we are talking about right now, our Indian way of life.  I know 
         hard (?).  Our kids that are growing now. I think it is going 
         to be very hard to get them to understand these things. Some of 
         these kids they won't even speak their own native language, 
         only English. And this shouldn't happen; they should never 
         forget their native tongue. When I was in school we used to get 
         hit when we used our native language, either Cree or Saulteaux.  
         We used to hear lots of times, "You kids speak English.  Don't 
         let me hear you using your language again."  And maybe this is 
         why some people lost their native language.  It is true that 
         some just don't understand their native language while some 
         pretend they don't understand. They try to act like whites 
         which is impossible; we will always be looked on as Indians.  
         But this shouldn't happen.  We should never leave our language, 
         our traditions, ceremonies and dances. 
          
         A lot of people are getting from this, the respect. I've seen 
         people taking pictures at a Sundance and this was not allowed. 
         This is our religion. I saw a white man came into a Sundance 
         and started taking pictures of the pipe ceremony and the 
         Sundance tent and the dancers.  This is not supposed to be 
         done.  I've never heard or seen an Indian to go into a church 
         where a bunch of white men are praying to go and bother them or 
         to take pictures.  But a white man never lets that bother him; 
         he thinks nothing of it. 
          
         Today we have only one old man from where I come from.  The 
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is is the first time for me here too. I heard about these 
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         rest have all passed away. This will be all for now.  I have 
         one more thing to talk about, but I'll save it for another 
         time.  Thank you. 
          

ORGE MORNING STA         GE
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         meetings before but I never came. But I'm very glad they come
         and got me to come here and I like it here, the place and the 
         people.  I'm with everything myself what I've heard being said 
         here. I have never been inside of a church, what they call a 
         church, in my life. I've always gone my Indian way as we talk 
         about the Great Spirit here too, as we have our own Maker.  But
         I'm very glad to be here.  I never thought I'd be here; I was 
         surprised when I was asked to come. I'm glad to hear these 
         people talking this way, these people that I'm with here.  T
         are talking about our old Indian way of life.  For instance the 
         Sundance this man talked about.  It's different from what I've 



         seen in the old days.  It's done different every place I go. I 
         see a little difference to these different places I go. At 
         these ceremonies I'm given the pipe as I've been taught by my 
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         dance, Pipe dance and the Round dance.  I'm very easy with 
         everything. I respect all the Indian ceremonies. But I have an 
         alcohol problem and it's always getting the best of me. This 
         will be all for now.  I'll say some more another time.  My nam
         is George Morningstar from Cochin. 
          
         NE
          
         I 
         taught by our elders. This is all true of what he said about 
         what our elders said and did long ago. They always tried to 
         tell us something as our elders had great respect for 
         everything and had respect for each other. And I see th
         is all true now, what they were telling us.  If the Great 
         Spirit help us we will get what they are talking about here
         Everything, including these dances, how a person can do them 
         the right way.  This is why we are all here for to try and find 
         ways to better our way of life. How to tell our children and 
         grandchildren these things. This is the second time I've been 
         here and I like what I see going on.  I'm very glad to see 
         these people and to listen to them and this is all I have to
         say for now.  I'll speak some more later on. That's all. 
          
         NE
          

rst of all I w         Fi
         started working at this sort of work since 1927; I was a ser
         at the various ceremonies. I was brought up strict, the Indian 
         way.  Long ago when I was small my uncle made a dance and he 
         had no one to help him for serving.  So my father taught me 
         about the pipe, on how to hand it to the old men.  I was smal
         then but ever since that time I've been a server.  Every time 
         someone makes any kind of ceremony someone would come and get 
         me. I was always picked to look after the pipes; so this has 
         been my work since that time till this summer and I couldn't 
         handle it anymore as I was unable to move. Still today I'm not
         very well.  And this man said about this being a server, it's 
         very hard all that walking and the food a person has to serve. 
         A server is expected to do everything. But I was always the one 
         looking after the pipes.  Whenever a relative puts on any kind 
         of ceremony I'm there looking after the pipes, especially when 
         there's a Sundance.  This is where I've worked for a long time 
         always about two days and two nights at a time. I've watched my 
         fellow servers going about their duties.  I've wondered how can 
         they keep going, some chopping wood no matter how hot it is, 
         some looking after drums.  These people have lots of respect 
         for these ceremonies and that is the way it is supposed to be.
         There is not much more I can say.  I don't know it all; I'm 
          
          
          



         just telling what I know. I'm very pitiful now that I'm getting 
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