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         - Indian ceremonies - how these are passed on from generation 
         to generation.  Women in ceremonies. 
         - Tipis:  particular kinds of tipis; decorated tipis; tipis in 
         relation to death customs. 
         PIUS DUSTYHORN 
          
         It is very true that there are many different kinds of 
         teachings we've been taught, many different ways. When an elder 
         is going to do the pipe ceremony, it was to be of a long 
         duration of what he teaches us.  (This is going to be with us 
         for a long time.  It is hard to forget to be rid of it).  An 
         old man, elders. 
          
         When an elder was putting up a Sundance, this is where he told 
         us of how to respect it and whatever other ceremonies; the 
         elders were always talking about respect, the feather dance, 
         the one-legged dance, the horse dance.  They told us to have 
         respect for all of these. These ceremonies are one by one. 
         These dances were all different, they didn't look alike, so was 
         the elders teaching there were lots of different versions. Take 
         for instance when they were going to have a Sundance the young 
         people were spoken to especially the women.  They were told to 
         respect, to love, to have faith.  This was the Smoking Tent or 
         Sundance Tent.  Even when a young person was going to be a 
         participant in the dance. That's when a young person was told to 
         have respect. (A woman was not supposed to go near the Sundance 
         tent when she was not well.)  After all the elders used to say 



         that this is our God-given right.  This is their church and 
         this is where they worship. Everyone, their children, their 
         grandchildren, their relatives, they all worship together.  They 
         all have the pipe ceremony there. To ask our Maker for all good 
         things for us here today. It is true that their teaching was 
         sharp, very hard, all the different teaching they taught us. 
         They used to say, here you young people, the easiest way for 
         you to know these things, try and be at where the pipe 
         ceremonies are held.  You will learn by watching the elder, the 
         way he's doing it. You see the way the pipe is handled.  Like 
         where we are today it would have been very nice if we'd have 
         had about three young men from the college here to come and 
         watch and sit with us.  If they would, it would be just like 
         that young man sitting over there. It is very good to see a 
         young person here to know that some young people are 
         interested. This young man he watches and takes part. If a young 
         person was to get involved in these ceremonies he would know 
         what to do in a hurry.  How an elder does these things, how to 
         go about having respect for an elder because our elders knew 
         those things of which they told us. They were sincere and they 
         had great respect and they were wise. And these are the things 
         they handed down to us all their various ceremonies and 
         traditions. For instance as older people, I guess we've all sat 
         with elders when they are performing the pipe ceremony further 
         back and this is where I think we get the feeling, at a 
         Sundance when a young man goes and joins in the singing. This is 
          
         where it is very good to see an older person sitting alongside 
         of his own son. It (?) the young person was to be seen there, 
         listening to what the elders are saying, listening to what the 
         prayers are and what they say. There's always a server there, 
         he's there to try and keep things orderly and to try and keep 
         the youngsters from making an uncalled for noise among other 
         things.  It's true the elders told us there's the pipe there 
         they said, teach them there. It's different again when you are 
         handed a pipe, its different.  If you had a song and its true 
         our elders left us their songs.  They didn't do this for 
         nothing, they figured we'd use these in the future for our 
         grandchildren and these things I've talked about there will be 
         a time in the future, when a young man will be asking wanting 
         to know the facts about these so therefore whenever there's a 
         pipe ceremony or any other ceremony a young person should try 
         to be there. 
          
         If he wants to know about these things just like that young man 
         sitting over there, he is listening to what we are saying here 
         and this is where we should have more young people, to be with 
         us when we do something, like our elders used to tell us, 
         there's going to be a pipe ceremony, come on.  This is where I 
         learned and know these things myself. These ceremonies the 
         elders left for us and now today we are looking from side to 
         side. We don't know where to look, the elders they are not here 
         anymore. We are having harder times now because we have no more 
         old people. Because it seems the teachings they left us are not 
         being listened to, I think if we gave respect to our young 
         people today they may have more respect for our teaching and 
         the pipe ceremony.  A young person has got white man knowledge, 



         I think he would take pity on us and listen if we help him to 
         get involved with us, invite him to listen to us at these 
         workshops.  If we don't do this I think we will see a great 
         change, but if we get these young people involved in whatever 
         we're doing then this would be very good. 
          
         And about this dance this also has a long time teaching which I 
         was taught by my grandfather.  He always has a drum (and four 
         legs to put the drum on).  He gave one each to two servers and 
         also picked two, another two and these he also gave one each 
         (the four legs of the drum). 
          
         And these people used to have songs sung in their honor 
         whenever there was a dance.  The drum beater used to have his 
         song sung first and the Mus-ko-kan.  I was involved where this 
         man was used and the feather dance I was also involved there 
         also.  This is true what I heard the elders say.  They tied a 
         feather to one woman, after all this was the feather dance and 
         the dancers were the people that had feathers, they had these 
          
         around their waist, as if a belt.  They had them finished, a 
         woman was not involved very often in a grass dance at that 
         time, now today its different, but why this happened long ago 
         was the elders were respected, their teachings were sharp.  This 
         is why the one we call woman was to have respect for this dance 
         and this feather on her was for identification.  Today 
         everything is different, the old days they used to sing one set 
         of songs first and then they would sing a song for the women to 
         dance.  And about the sweat tent there again their teachings 
         were to be followed for a long time, their teachings were to be 
         followed for a long time, their teachings of how to respect 
         these ceremonies and everything else. How to go about it, how 
         to work at it, this is what they told us. My grandfather used 
         to say, this ceremony has to be done just so and if you have 
         faith in it my grandchild you will see in the future of what I'm 
         talking about. And this is what my grandfather told me and true 
         today, these were the things I see today, he used to tell me 
         about, true.  When you get to be a man and there, this person 
         will be asking of you, my grandchild, he said.  When you are 
         older, the pipe, the sweetgrass and spiritual cloth, these are 
         the things needed for this my grandchild, he told me. The tipi 
         poles or the willows face toward the midday direction, my 
         grandchild, when you see an elder at these, have respect. You 
         are doing something big even when you take the covers off a 
         sweat tent for an elder.  To do this for an elder is doing a 
         lot.   
          
         But this I would like very much, if we could have young people 
         to come and listen to us.  Watch what goes on, so in the future 
         the way they may be able to spread the word to others.  This 
         will be all for now. 
          
         JOHN CAPPO 
          
         I will tell a story myself. Not far from here I'm with these 
         people, I go with lots of them.  This Indian reserve there we 
         usually go there for dances. One time I was at home and someone 



         told me that they were going to have a meeting, to choose 
         someone to be a leader of dances.  They told me , you come and 
         listen too, so I went as this is part of my work, so they 
         started talking, finally this one man got up and said, this is 
         what I think myself and I've already talked to my fellow old 
         men. My son from the Saulteaux reserve, this is the one we 
         picked to be our leader and so that was settled and I was 
         chosen.  I told them not to pick me as I wasn't from their 
         reserve, to pick one of their own, from their own reserve. But 
         they said, no, your mother was from this reserve, only your 
         father was from the other place. And so I became a leader for 
         Pow-wows, whenever there was a Pow-wow I was there. After two 
          
         years went by, again I was chosen for another two years, so 
         this is the second year now this year. 
          
         The people they bought a bunch of canvas for tipis so they gave 
         me some and told me whenever there's some kind of ceremony is 
         taking place to come and set up my tent there. They said this 
         is your home and this is required of you so I took this canvas.  
         I still have it.  And after that my father came to my home and 
         told me that this was a big thing what these people did for me, 
         in giving me this canvas.  (It had a big meaning in our Indian 
         way.)  They didn't do this for no reason as he said this canvas 
         is not written yet, not marked but they gave it to me that way. 
         (These tipis long ago had all kinds of different pictures or 
         paintings on them and these pictures were painted when the 
         owner of the tipi had a dream or did something spectacular.) 
          
         And so my father told me the time will come when I myself will 
         paint pictures on your tipi to keep for your own.  But soon 
         after that my father got sick and he never painted my tipi. 
          
         This is all I have to say on these as I'm kind of asking what 
         would happen, what do you think, yourselves about this place 
         called Regina Beach. This we all own jointly by seven reserves 
         and this is where we hold our Pow-wows.  We have a very big 
         gathering when we have a Pow-wow. 
          
         One time last summer my wife came and told me that these 
         Piapots were doing a lot of sewing.  They were promised $30.00 a 
         piece for one finished tipi and told me they were to try and 
         have them Christmas.  There were about 40 tents or tipis, they 
         wanted my wife to sew some herself, so my wife and another 
         woman helped them, they finished two. And they set these tents 
         up this summer. A white man owns this piece of land where the 
         tents are set up.  It was hard to set these tipis up as they 
         had to dig about two feet down and pour sand in the hole so the 
         tent pegs would hold as you couldn't get the pegs into the 
         gravel. Anyway I went down there about two weeks ago and seen 
         these tipis still standing in the bushes there. 
          
         And this is what I wanted to ask, are they supposed to be left 
         set up like that all winter?  Is this right?  I thought an 
         Indian was to have at least a little respect for these, they 
         should be treated better than this. I don't like to see it that 
         way myself. That's why I told you about it. My father told me 



         it was a big thing to be given a tipi. 
          
         And this is why it makes me think hard to see these there yet. 
         These white men they take their women there. You can see 
         there's lots of drinking going on as there's beer boxes 
          
         scattered all over, and this was what I wanted to ask you 
         people, and tell this. I wanted to know what you people thought 
         of it. The white men call this the Indian village.  It's in the 
         bush by the railroad tracks. Where they have the Pow-wows 
         that's over the other way. All for now, I thought that someone 
         would be able to come up with something for me to tell the 
         people back home. I still have the canvas that was given to me, 
         my brother has it at his home.  We will unwrap it and have the 
         women sew it and have pictures painted on it and have elders 
         write on it. 
          
         This was done when my grandfather died, this tent or tipi which 
         belonged to him was unwrapped and spread out inside the house 
         and they lay his body in it and wrapped him around with it.  
         This was somewhere in the 1890s I forgot which year it was.  
         Anyway when my father became of age he bought some new canvas 
         and made a new tipi and has the same paintings from the old one 
         painted on the new one. And when a tipi is not marked this is 
         all right too.  Nothing wrong with that. 
          
         I remember maybe just five years ago there was some Indians 
         taken out west, police and all.  They wanted to make a picture 
         show, the white man wanted to make money out of Indians.  These 
         tents or tipis were there and I guess one time these police 
         asked these Indians, hey you guys, (can we) or we are going to 
         burn one of your tipis so this one Indian said no.  But there 
         was one there who said, you can burn mine, give me $150.00.  So 
         they made the picture show with the war and everything and the 
         burning of the tipi.  See the white man made money out of this 
         picture show and the one that sold the tipi I wonder how he 
         made out. One of our own Indians was there making this picture. 
         This was not very long ago maybe five years.  So this one 
         Indian that got $150.00 for his tipi to be burned, I hope he 
         didn't harm himself or his family in any way.  That will be 
         all.   
          
         This is what Smith should have here in his yard somewhere, it 
         would look very good. 
          
         ANOTHER SPEAKER: 
          
         Yes this man asked us a good question. 
          
         JIM KANIPITETEW: 
          
         I will tell you what I know about this about these tipis and 
         what I was told and what I have seen. 
          
          
         QUESTION: 
          



         Are these tipis standing where there are no people? 
          
         ANSWER: 
          
         Yes, they are set up in the bushes. 
          
         JIM KANIPITETEW: 
          
         Long ago the elders used to say the tipi when it was made, it 
         was very respected. They had their children who they respected 
         move into their tipis. 
          
         And this tipi when it was set up in the bush it was for the 
         departed, the dead who has left the earth and to my way of 
         thinking they are making a mistake here by setting these up in 
         the bush. 
          
         ANOTHER SPEAKER:  This piece of land is owned by a white man and 
         he hired Indian women to make these tipis for him and this is 
         where he wanted them set up. 
          
         JIM KANIPITETEW: 
          
         Yes, this is what you were asking, it won't be the white man 
         that will have sinned, he won't be cursed, it will us Indians 
         who will be hurt by this in some way and this is the way I see 
         this myself. 
          
         And like our leaders here, like Eli and Smith and the new boss 
         that just took over looking after this place, I was going to 
         tell them about this myself that it would be very nice if what 
         that man said could somehow come true, about Smith having a 
         decorated tipi, somewhere close by, this would be very nice 
         (good).  If there was some money available for something like 
         this he should get it.  That wherever he is the tipi could be 
         set up, he could invite these old men and this is where they 
         would have their pipe ceremonies and prayers and this would be 
         very nice for summers anyway. And I told Eli that I wanted one 
         myself for my own reserve. I also asked the chief of our 
         reserve about the money we got for Pow-wows if they could buy 
         me at least 60 yards of canvas to make a tipi as my father told 
         me I should have one. If I get one I could set it up on top of 
         the hill close to my house, it's level there and clean. And 
         there I thought I would invite these old men to come and have a 
         pipe ceremony and say prayers and if this was done these 
         different reserves it would be very nice.  We could have our 
         young people come and listen. You can always get these old men 
          
         to come when you invite them. They don't mind coming to help.  
         This is why I say they use kindness, sincerity, they try to get 
         together.  This is nothing what we hear on our reserves we hear 
         people say, we are doing this for nothing, never get anywhere, 
         all they're after is money and all the things they say.  This 
         will never get us anywhere but if we get together it's like 
         linking or joining hands with our children and grandchildren 
         and this would be good. This will be all, time to break off 
         with a prayer. 
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