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         I will say a few words.  I talk the Sioux language; I 
         understand the Assiniboine language very well.  The 
         Assiniboines are Canadians; my forefathers are Americans.  The 
         Assiniboines owned land in Canada.  We took treaty in the 
         States for a short while, and some complicated things happened 
         between the white man and our people.  So we left our treaties 
         and lands behind.  Now for the last three years we had many 
         meetings; we are looking into our rights.  We have a Dakota 
         organization and I have attended all these meetings in Fort 
         Qu'Appelle, Griswold, Pipestone, Beulah, Prince Albert, 
         Yorkton, Regina, Dakota Association of Canada. Now they have 
         sent us forms to sign and send them back to the U.S. government 
         before the end of the month; maybe now we are going to get 
         money. We're going to get a lawyer from Winnipeg. The lawyer 
         said if we get three million he wants one million, he wants one 
         third of what we get. The Association disagreed.  I think if 
         the lawyer got two million dollars he will really work hard. 
         But the way they told us, they are going to get lawyers from 
         Washington D.C.  They want $1000 once in a while.  To my way of 



         thinking I don't think they will worry whether we get our money 
         or not. I think this lawyer that wants one third will work 
         harder for us. 
          
         The Crees or the people of Canada that are under the protection 
         of the Queen were getting reserves. My grandfather was a chief; 
         his name was Whitecap.  He is recognized as a chief in Canada. 
         While out hunting he met a halfbreed that understood and spoke 
         the Sioux language, came to him in the night and told him that 
         the big Mama was giving the Indians reservations.  He told him 
         to ask for a piece of land to live on.  This is the advice he 
         got from this halfbreed. This is the story my grandmother told 
         me as my grandfather passed away long time ago. 
          
         Queen Victoria was giving out land for reserves and there was a 
         big meeting and my grandfather and the halfbreed interpreter 
         attended this meeting and asked for land.  We don't know if 
         Standing Buffalo asked for land, no one represented him.  
         Standing Buffalo got a reservation so my grandfather claimed 
         land beside him and put stake in the ground where he wanted his 
         reserve. While out hunting someone pulled the stakes out and 
         threw them away. If we live close together I see we are not 
         going to get along, so he said we'll go look some other place.  
          
          
         So he travelled to Battleford to some big government men and 
         told them.  They told him to go back to Dundurn area and look 
         for a place where there's water and good ground by the Beaver 
         Creek as this was bought as Indian lands.  He settled here. 
          
         During the rebellion some halfbreeds came and forced my 
         grandfather and others to join in the Riel Rebellion. They told 
         them they were conscripted to shoot the white man. From there 
         they didn't come back to the reserve; they went to Fort 
         Qu'Appelle.  For not coming back to his reservation my 
         grandfather was put in jail for one month by the Red Coats.  
         When he came out of jail they told him to come back to his 
         reserve and they were not to have any guns.  The white man made 
         a letter of agreement with the Sioux, "Even if there is people 
         fighting beside you, you are not to take part."  But the last 
         war some of our boys went to war overseas.  One never came 
         back, two returned home. If we had shown them this letter of 
         agreement maybe they wouldn't have taken our boys. 
          
         In our reserve we raise cattle and we make money selling cattle 
         and we make our living farming and gardening.  Our young 
         boys.... 
          
         (End of Interviews)     
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