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         NOTE:  The quality of this tape is very poor, and most of the 
                interview is inaudible.          
         Adeline:  Tell me where you were born. 
          
         Albert:   Where I was born?  I was born in a wigwam, south of 
         Dryden.  
          
         Adeline:  Where...  You said you were born in a wigwam.  Were 
         you born in a wigwam?  
          
         Albert:   Yeah, in a wigwam, about seven miles south of Dryden.  
          
         Adeline:  Was your dad there to help your mom?  
          
         Albert:   No.  She was on her own. 
          
         Adeline:  She just lived with yourself?  
          
         Albert:   Yeah.   
          
         Adeline:  Where was your dad at that time?  
          
         Albert:   He was down south trapping.  When he come home 



         (inaudible).   
          
         Adeline:  Wonder how she managed, eh? 
          
         Albert:   She said that it was snowing that night too.   
          
         Adeline:  Oh, it was in the spring when you were born, eh?  
          
         Albert:   Yeah, March. 
          
         Adeline:  It's pretty cold then, March the 3rd, eh? 
          
         Albert:   Yeah.   
          
         Adeline:  How long did you live there? 
          
         Albert:   I don't know.  It must have been all spring.  And we 
         must have lived in there...  Of course my sister lived there 
         too.  (inaudible).  
          
         Adeline:  How many brothers and sisters did you have?  
          
         Albert:   I had three brothers and six sisters.  
          
         Adeline:  Six sisters?  How many are there left?  
          
         Albert:   None. 
          
         Adeline:  You don't even have one of them left?  
          
         Albert:   No. 
          
         Adeline:  They're all dead?  Were you the youngest then of 
         the family?  
          
         Albert:   Yeah, I was the youngest.  There was another sister, 
         my sister was just a little bit older than I was, maybe a 
         couple of years.  (inaudible) and the other ones I didn't see 
         (inaudible) they died.  
          
         Adeline:  Like you mean from the time when you remember they 
         were dead already? 
          
         Albert:   Yeah. 
          
         Adeline:  What did they die of, I wonder, so young?  
          
         Albert:   Well (inaudible).  You know Freddy Skye?  
          
         Adeline:  Yes.  
          
         Albert:   (inaudible).  You know that guy (inaudible) they call 
         him Jim Scope.  That was my sister's (inaudible).  And then he 
         got kind of (inaudible).  My sister's daughter then, boy 
         friend, boy friend, that was my sister's husband. 
          
         Adeline:  The one that married Rosie?  



          
         Albert:   Yeah.  And then Joseph Cameron, that was another of 
         my sister's daughters. 
          
         Adeline:  What did you used to live on, like when you were small? 
         Like what kind of food did you eat?  
          
         Albert:   Well, we used to live across the lake there all the 
         time, most of the time.  
          
         Adeline:  Where abouts was this?  
          
         Albert:   (inaudible)  
          
         Adeline:  I see, where his trap line is?  
          
         Albert:   Yeah. 
          
         Adeline:  How many miles out across the lake from here?  
          
         Albert:   Oh, it's about 15 long miles.   
          
          
         Adeline:  How did you get across there and back?  Like did you 
         have a boat and motor?  
          
         Albert:   No, just paddle and a whole bunch of canoes 
         (inaudible).   
          
         Adeline:  You used to live on wild meat though, right?  
          
         Albert:   Yeah, moose, deer, bear. 
          
         Adeline:  What did you do over there?  Did you just trap?  
          
         Albert:   Yeah.  We had (inaudible).  In the summertime we used 
         to just stay there till towards the 15th of July.  We used to 
         come home at that time because my sisters were in school there.  
         They used to get out the 15th of July. 
          
         Adeline:  You used to come out and pick them up then?  
          
         Albert:   Yeah, and we used to stay here, you know, (inaudible) 
         all summer up till August.  September I would move to school in 
         Dryden.  Then after that we go back home in September, 
         October.   
          
         Adeline:  Then you'd stay there all winter then?  
          
         Albert:   Yeah.  October we used to leave and then we'd come 
         back the next July.  We lived on the (inaudible) there.  We 
         used to come to town there maybe once a month or something like 
         that.  (inaudible) 
          
         Adeline:  So how many of you were out there that used to live 
         there in the wintertime?  
          



          
         Albert:   Eh? 
          
         Adeline:  How many was there of you that used to live across 
         over there? 
          
         Albert:   Oh, there was quite a few of them.  See after my 
         sister got married then (inaudible). 
          
         Adeline:  Which one was that?  
          
         Albert:   That was Wilfred's mother.  I mean Joey's girl, Myra, 
         (inaudible).  His mother was mostly home -- they had a lot 
         of kids.  (inaudible).  Then I don't know, after that when 
         they start dying off, you know, we have to move so we came to 
         Dryden.  (inaudible) I was only about 11 or something.  
          
         Adeline:  What happened to him?  
          
         Albert:   Oh, he had kidney trouble.  Doctor couldn't do 
         nothing for that.  And I was 11 years old (inaudible).   When 
         Fred's wife was married they came back over here, you know.  
         They stay here for a couple of years then went back over there 
         again.  (inaudible).  Once my mother died then I started going 
         all over the place, didn't stay in one place much.  (inaudible). 
          
         Adeline:  How old was your mother when she died?  She must have 
         been quite old, eh?  
          
         Albert:   She was 83, I think.   
          
         Adeline:  So you stayed with her until she died then, eh?  
          
          
         Albert:   Yeah.  (inaudible) summertime, you know, working and 
         I stay there.  (inaudible). 
          
         Adeline:  What, when you lost your mother?  
          
         Albert:   Yeah.  Yeah, I lost my mother and then when I was 
         taken (inaudible), couple of years.  Started to work then.  
         (inaudible).  Most of the time I spent a lot of time here  
         (inaudible). 
          
         Adeline:  What kind of work did you do?  
          
         Albert:   Eh? 
          
         Adeline:  What kind of work did you do?  
          
         Albert:   Well, I used to work in a logging camp, maybe in the 
         summertime, wintertime.  I used to go out September, logging 
         camp, and didn't come out till around about March.   
          
         Adeline:  Did you go to school?  
          
         Albert:   No 



          
         Adeline:  So you don't know how to read or write then?  
          
         Albert:   Oh yeah. 
          
         Adeline:  Yeah.  Where did you learn to?   
          
         Albert:   I learned that when I was in the hospital. 
          
         Adeline:  You were in a hospital?  
          
         Albert:   Yeah.  I was with brother.   
          
         Adeline:  Were you there for a long time?  
          
         Albert:   I was there for 18 months.   
          
         Adeline:  What was wrong?  
          
         Albert:   Oh, I was supposed to have a (inaudible).  I went to 
         guiding from December through to (inaudible).  And then I went 
         and showed up about five months there.  And then I was           
         (inaudible) stay there two, three weeks.  But 18 months wasn't 
         (inaudible) in the hospital.  At least I'm come home for two 
         weeks.  
          
         Adeline:  So you had pneumonia then? 
          
         Albert:   Yeah, it started like two spots on my lungs.  Yeah, I 
         had an operation, they didn't even know what I had. (inaudible). 
          
         Adeline:  So they took it out or what?  
          
         Albert:   Yeah, they took it out.  (inaudible).  They gave me 
         the operation for nothing.  That's when they, I told you, they 
         kept me in there.  After the operation... there's some of them 
         after the operation, they don't let you walk.  They don't let 

 

eline:  What happened to your leg, why you limp?  Is that 

bert:   No, I think I must have been hurt when I was a kid, 
  

e 

bert:   Yeah, trap all summer, all winter.  He used to trap 

         you do anything for maybe a month, two, three months, something
         like that.  Me, right after the operation I was walking 
         (inaudible).  They forced me into walking right away. 
          
         Ad
         because you were born like that?  
           
          
         Al
         when I was just a little baby or something.  Yeah, I used to...
         Well, one of my brothers was trying to show off and somehow I 
         fell down and he dropped me, I guess, couldn't hang onto me.  
         And then after that, when I was just about ready to walk, I 
         guess.  Then after that I couldn't walk till I was about thre
         years old.   
          
         Adeline:  What did your dad do for a living?  Like is that what 
         he did, was trap and that?  
          
         Al



         bear all summer (inaudible).   
          
         Adeline:  Well, what did he do?  Did he skin them?  

eline:  And he sold the fur off of them?  

bert:   Yeah.   

bert:   No, (inaudible) fur buyers.  (inaudible) he used to 

eline:  What did they use them for?   

bert:   They use them for those big long black rugs            

eline:  Did you go work up there then?  

eline:  How long did you... for quite a while then?  

bert:   Well, we supposed to...  If you stay six months 
 
y 

  I don't think so. 

bert:   I think that used to be a (inaudible).   

eline:  What was that?  Was that quite a while ago?  

eline:  19-- what, 1940s? 

bert:   Yeah.   

ever got married, eh? 

bert:   Yeah, I got married in the course of time.   

eline:  Who did you marry? 

ces.  (inaudible) 

eline:  What was her maiden name? 

          
         Albert:   Yeah. 
          
         Ad
          
         Al
          
         Adeline:  Who did he sell them to, like Americans?  
          
         Al
         buy them the bear hides.   
          
         Ad
          
         Al
         (inaudible).  That's what they were using them for, I guess, at 
         that time anyway.  And I used to go, after that when I came up 
         and I used to go just about any place that I can get a job.  
         (inaudible).   
          
         Ad
          
         Albert:   Yeah.   
          
         Ad
          
         Al
         they're supposed to pay you (inaudible) where we come.  And
         there was three of us went back to Dryden...  You know Stanle
         Austin? 
          

eline:         Ad
          
         Al
          
         Ad
          

bert:   Well, that's during the War.          Al
          
         Ad
          
         Al
          

eline:  So you n         Ad
          
         Al
          
         Ad
          

bert:   Girl from Fort Fran         Al
          
         Ad
          
          



         Albert:   (inaudible) 

eline:  What was her first name? 

eline:  What year were you...  Well, when were you married?  

bert:   1940, in May.   

eline:  Did you have any children? 

eline:  So you never saw her again after that? 

bert:   I saw her once at Fort Frances.  There used to be a 

eline:  Do you know if she's still alive? 

bert:   Oh yeah.  Yeah, she's still alive now.  She helps 
 

ou have any children? 

bert:   No.  Well, that's why I was raising (inaudible).  She had 

eline:  Did she come, is that where she comes to live is 

bert:   Yeah.  And in the spring there I came, after trapping 

IDE B) 

eline:  What kind of instruments did you used to play?  

          
         Ad
          
         Albert:   May.   
          
         Ad
         Do you know the date? 
          
         Al
          
         Ad
          
         Albert:   She always carried (inaudible) around.  She used to 
         (inaudible) everywhere she see, so then (inaudible).  I was 
         working for Pete Morris then (inaudible) in the summertime.  
         When I got finished I got $300.  She told me just before I left 
         that she was going to leave.  But $300 that day I lost my wife.  
         That's just when Jake started (inaudible).  And I gave her $100 
         and said, "Now you can take off."  (inaudible).   
          
         Ad
          
         Al
         girl at Clear Lake and she was (inaudible) so I took her over 
         there one time.  She wanted to go for two weeks (inaudible).   
          
         Ad
          
         Al
         them out at (inaudible) working on this (inaudible).  But she
         was six years older than I was.  She was about twenty-six 
         (inaudible).   
          

eline:  Did y         Ad
          
         Al
         him before that.  (inaudible) and after that she couldn't have 
         any more children so that's one of the reasons why, you know, 
         (inaudible).  She used to be a good worker in the bush, 
         trapping.  She used to (inaudible), shotgun.   
          
         Ad
         across the lake over there?  
          
         Al
         (inaudible).  And after I started working for people 
         (inaudible).  We used to come into Kiley's... 
          

ND OF SIDE A)          (E
          
         (S
          
         Albert:   Used to come in there because that's (inaudible) and 
         she was (inaudible).   
          
         Ad



          
         Albert:   (inaudible).  I used to play the banjo.  (inaudible), 
         the violin.  Yeah, we used to have a good time.  Nobody ever 

.          used to get drunk, not like now, drunks all over.  (inaudible)  

bert:   I worked coal docks here for (inaudible).  I used to 

eline:  Right down the hall here? 

bert:   Yeah.  And I (inaudible).   

bert:   Yeah.  And then I was working up north, she wrote to 

).  

bert:   Yeah.  (inaudible) I used to work for a company up 

eline:  That's when you had the two tourist camps, eh? 

bert:   Yeah.  He had three camps, I guess.  One back there 

eline:  How much did you used to make when you first started 

bert:   $4.50. 

 day?  How much do they get now around?  

bert:   I think about $30, $35 now.  I kind of worked, like 

 

eline:  How long did your mom and dad live in that wigwam, 

eline:  Do you believe in Indian religion? 

         The only time I used to see drunks was around about Christmas.  
         (inaudible) 
          
         Adeline:  That must have been hard to live in those days, eh? 
          
         Al
         work for (inaudible), he used to have a saw mill.   
          
         Ad
          
         Al
          
         Adeline:  Rosie Moore? 
          
         Al
         me (inaudible).  They didn't like me to (inaudible).   So right 
         away then I got on a train, (inaudible).  Then I didn't go back 
         there (inaudible).  So three of us we (inaudible), then we came 
         back around about seven, around about there, I guess.  
         (inaudible).  I from there and I worked for a (inaudible
          
         Adeline:  Is that guiding and that? 
          
         Al
         there. (inaudible)   
          
         Ad
          
         Al
         (inaudible).   
          
         Ad
         to guide?  
          
         Al
          

eline:  $4.50 a         Ad
          
          
         Al
         worked in a highway or something like (inaudible).  I used to 
         get about $2.50 a day.  (inaudible).  I could have bought a lot
         of horses for $10 (inaudible).  Now it's way different.  You 
         can take them up $100 (inaudible), used to buy that much for 
         $10, $15.  Yeah, it's (inaudible).   
          
         Ad
         quite a while? 
          
         Albert:   Oh, just in the spring, I guess, and in the fall I don't 
         know.  And they live in wigwam (inaudible).   
          
         Ad



          
         Albert:   No, not very much.  I used to believe in it before, 
         but since I come here I realized, (inaudible) understand 

ey d         (inaudible).  There was years ago, you know, that's all th o 

bert:   Oh, things like medicine, you know, to cure somebody 

 when 

 

and 
 at 

eline:  Did your mom used to tell you anything about that? 

bert:   No, no, she never (inaudible).  But some of them they 

eline:  That was the medicine? 

eline:  Well, do you have anything else to talk about? 

bert:   No.   

that's good enough I guess, eh? 
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         (inaudible).  And right now they learn all the kids  
         (inaudible).   
          
         Adeline:  What did they used to teach you about it? 
          
         Al
         who is sick, like they do now, you know.  Like they take, when 
         you get a headache or something like that then they put 
         something in your mouth and it goes like aspirin, eh.  So
         you take that your headache goes away -- that's what this stuff 
         was.  And when you got a bad cold or something like that they 
         make stuff, take it out of trees and roots and stuff like that,
         then they boil it and then you drink the juice. (inaudible). 
          
          
         Adeline:  Is there any other things that you can remember about 
         it?  
          
         Albert:   Well, they (inaudible) and that's so that's 
         (inaudible) all kinds of the odd teas they throw it on 
         (inaudible).  Even the white people used to go there to look
         (inaudible).    
          
         Ad
          
         Al
         (inaudible).  
          
         Ad
          

bert:   (inaudible).            Al
          
         Ad
          
         Al
          

eline:  Well,          Ad
          
          
         (E
         (END OF TAPE)    
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