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How many times have we heard peo-
ple say, after they’ve had something ex-
plained to them (likely with some hand
gestures), “Oh, now I see. Now I get the
picture.”? If a picture is worth a thou-
sand words, then the results of a com-
puter software project involving the
University of Regina and TRLabs is
worth much more.

Recently U of R engineering profes-
sor Luigi Benedicenti and former U of
R student Jeffrey Mahovsky won the
Award of Innovation at the Regina
Chamber of Commerce Paragon
Awards. The award was the result of
years of groundbreaking work in com-
puter software engineering. For
Mahovsky, it also added a nice footnote
to the work that he had done in com-
pleting his master’s degree in engineer-
ing.

“Jeff had the basic idea for a distrib-
uted visualization system (DVS), and be-
gan working on it in 1999,” says
Benedicenti, who supervised
Mahovsky’s graduate work at the U of
R. “First he had to gather enough evi-
dence to prove that the idea was feasi-
ble; he had to justify it. Jeff did a good
job.”

Mahovsky, who is now working on a
PhD in computer science in Calgary,
worked on the project from fall 1999 to
spring 2001. This is how he describes
DVS: “It harnesses the combined power
of multiple Windows, Linux or
Macintosh computers to generate high-
quality interactive graphics. This is less

expensive and more flexible than many
other systems, which can require super-
computers or special-purpose equip-
ment.”

To the layman that explanation may
not mean much, although the phrase
“less expensive” is bound to grab atten-
tion in government offices and corpo-
rate boardrooms. The beauty of DVS is
that it’s easy to demonstrate, because of
its visual nature. One demo is worth at
least a thousand words.

“I can give a brief demo showing the
interactive 3D display of data from a
CT-scan of a patient in a hospital, and
the audience will realize the possibilities
for the technology right away,” says
Mahovsky. “I don’t need to use much
technical jargon.”

Enabling doctors to collaborate in
real time using visualizations of patient
test results, employing regular computer
equipment and networks, is a com-
pelling example of DVS at work. The
first generation of health diagnostic
tools using telecommunications re-
quired special equipment linked by ex-
pensive, high-speed lines. In addition,
Benedicenti stresses that DVS is so flex-
ible it has any number of uses, anything
from modeling geological sites to creat-
ing electronic games. Virtually any pack-
age of related information, or “data
set”, can be displayed visually using
DVS. 

That’s where TRLabs enters the pic-
ture. TRLabs is a not-for-profit informa-
tion and communications technology

research group, located in the Regina
Research Park adjacent to the
University. TRLabs helped support
Mahovsky during his research and de-
velopment of DVS, and now holds the
intellectual property rights to it.
TRLabs continues to refine DVS, since
part of its mandate is to introduce and
promote the product in the commercial
marketplace.  

“Originally, DVS displayed a 3D rep-
resentation of something like a CT scan
on a two-dimensional monitor,” says re-
search engineer Craig Gelowitz. “Why

not in 3D, we asked? So, we found a
monitor that displays in 3D, if you posi-
tion your eyes correctly. We added an-
other camera to the view, and now you
can actually see depth,” Gelowitz says.

Benedicenti sees the University-
TRLabs partnership as a good example
of how research can be applied for the
benefit of the community. 

“Jeff went exploring in an area no-
body knew much about,” says
Benedicenti. “Now people are building
around what he’s done.”  

Seeing is believing
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Understanding the times we live in
The prominent scientist Carl Sagan once observed:

“We live in a society exquisitely dependent on science
and technology, in which hardly anyone knows anything
about science and technology.” Some people would ar-
gue that Sagan’s statement neatly sums up life at the be-
ginning of the 21st century. It’s also one of the themes
that will be explored in a course being offered at the
University of Regina in the fall semester.

The course is catalogued as Humanities 207, and is ti-
tled “Power, Knowledge and Postmodernity.” It’s a pilot
course, testing the waters of student interest. Shadia
Drury, a professor in the Department of Philosophy and
Classics at the U of R, proposed the course shortly after
she joined the department about a year ago.

“The course explores our disenchantment with

modernity,” says Drury. “We used to believe that science
and objective knowledge would contribute to progress,
but during the 20th century we witnessed barbarism in
many forms. This led to disenchantment and question-
ing.”

The course also has a political aspect. Drury says that
reason and science have been used to give legitimacy to
power, which is held by the few in our society. The
course challenges the widely held assumption that indi-
viduals are in part defined by their identity and the free-
dom they have.

The philosophical, literary and political content of
the course invited an interdisciplinary teaching ap-
proach. As soon as English professor Lynn Wells saw the
course outline, she wanted to be part of it. She’s taught
courses on postmodernism from a literary point of view,
but this was something bigger.

“It deals with postmodernity in a larger cultural
sense,” says Wells. “I thought it would be fascinating to
bring together that perspective with a more political and
philosophical take on the period. One of the things I
want to bring to the course is excitement about the ideas
surrounding postmodernity, which is, after all, the his-
torical moment in which we’re living.”

Also teaching the course is Nicole Côté of the
Department of French. Having studied in various disci-
plines, Côté welcomed the opportunity to learn from
other scholars. She hopes to bring a “Canadianist-French
approach to the topic of postmodernity. I’m also interest-

ed,” she adds, “in gender studies, and how one’s gender
colours one’s way of looking at the world. I think the
team-teaching approach in this course will foster stu-
dents’ critical thinking, as they will witness three profes-
sors taking different stances on a subject.”

Drury echoes that idea. “We expect to show that in-
telligent people can disagree respectfully,” Drury says.
“This will not be a course where you write down what
the prof says, because we do disagree on some things.”

The course will also include tutorials, where students
in the class will be divided into small groups. Each group
will be given a difficult question to discuss and debate.
Drury anticipates that more than one answer will emerge
from the groups. One spokesperson will summarize the
dominant opinion reached by each group, and other
spokespersons will sum up the minority opinions. 

The readings for the course will include philosophical
and literary works that examine or exhibit postmodern
culture. It also offers three films as examples of how post-
modern ideas influence the arts. The course is open to
any U of R students who have completed a full first year
of studies, or who have taken introductory courses in
English (100 and 110), philosophy or political science. 

“We hope the course gives students a better under-
standing of the culture they’re immersed in,” Drury says.
Wells adds, “We hope to mount a stimulating course
that, with luck, will become a model for future interdisci-
plinary courses in the Faculty of Arts and across the uni-
versity.”
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We want to
hear from you!

Tell us what
you think of

the 
U of R Update

page 
E-mail your

comments to 
communications@uregina.ca

Thurs., May 20 - 5:30 p.m.
20th Annual Distinguished Canadian
Award Dinner
The accomplishments of Shirley Douglas
will be recognized. 
Delta Hotel
Info/tickets: 585-5816

May 24
University closed

Fri., May 28 - 1 p.m.
3rd Annual Rams Golf Tournament and
Steak Dinner
Individual and team prices; shotgun start 
Emerald Park Golf & Country Club
Info/tickets: 585-5883

Mon., May 31 - 1 p.m.
9th Annual Luther Alumni Classic Golf
Tournament
Individual and team prices; shotgun start 
Royal Regina Golf Club
Info/tickets: 337-2463

June 7-9
Spring Convocation
Saskatchewan Centre of the Arts
Info: 585-5158

Tues., June 8 - 11 a.m.
U of R Alumni Association Spring
Convocation Brunch
Doris Knight Hall
Info/tickets: 585-4838

For a complete calendar of events at the
University of Regina visit our Web site at
www.uregina.ca

Saskatchewan Premier Lorne Calvert was the special guest of the Seniors’
Education Centre at its May 14 round table discussion. The Centre, located on
the College Avenue campus, provides over 100 education programs for older
adults in Regina and a variety of learning opportunities for seniors (age 55
and over) in several rural communities.

Photo A/V Services

Award winning technology - the graphic display capabilities of DVS.

✓✓
FINAL

CORRECTED VERSION
FOR MAY 20

SAVED AS EPS


