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The Western James Bay Cree: Aboriginal and
Early Historic Adaptations

Charles A. Bishop
Department of Anthropology, State University of New York, Oswego

ABSTRACT. Scholarly knowledge about the Cree culture at the time of first contact with the
Europeans is at present largely conjectural. Primary sources of evidence, which can be effective in
deciphering the protohistoric period, are first-hand European accounts of Indian life. Studies on
the James Bay Cree illustrate the potential of these records and their use in "upstrearning."
Similar records relating to the prairies may indicate as well a different but equally complex set of
factors pressing for social and cultural changes.

RESUME
Les connaissances acaderniques sur les premiers contacts de la culture cri avec les Europeens

sont aujourd'hui largement conjecturales. Les comptes-rendus europeens de premiere main sur la
vie indienne sont les premiers temoignages pouvant- servir it jeter de la lumiere sur la periode
protohistorique. Les etudes sur les Cris de la baie James rendent compte du potentiel de ces recits
qui peuvent etre utilises pour remonter le cours de l'histoire, Des recits similaires relatifs aux
Prairies peuvent aussi presenter un ensemble de facteurs qui, bien que differents, sont tout aussi
complexes et favorisent l'apparition de changements sociaux et culturels.

Introduction

Although a good deal is now known about the Cree Indians who
inhabit the region from northwestern Quebec to Alberta, both from
ethnological field studies and from ethnohistorical research, Cree cul
ture at the time of European contact remains largely conjectural.
Archaeological research which can provide information on subsistence
activities, seasonal settlement size and location, and inter-group
exchange relationships has barely begun. Likewise, ethnohistorians
have been hampered by a lack of data pertaining to the protohistoric
period, that important time span when European trade goods and
other influences penetrated Cree domains but when there were no
Europeans present to provide first-hand accounts of Indian life and the
events that were affecting it (Bishop and Ray 1976).

One method of filling this void is to make use of the later, more
. detailed, written accounts and field-o btained information. Yet, while
these data undoubtedly provide useful clues about aboriginal life, the
fact that the Cree being observed were also involved in the mercantile
fur trade, and often had been for a considerable time, renders recon
struction hazardous. As Indians adjusted to the fur trade, their social
and economic life gradually altered. Thus, by the time that better
information is provided, significant changes had already occurred.
Traders' accounts, more often than not, describe the consequences.
Indians are noted coming to the trading post with furs or food, or to
acquire trade items or food donations. Likewise, they are noted leaving
to trap or hunt geese for the post, or to hunt for themselves. Clearly,
many of these activities reflect modified adaptive strategies, accom-
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modations to the new fur trade economy. Nevertheless, despite such
changes, many Cree customs continued on in the new context, indeed,
continued into the twentieth century. The survival of these distinctive
Cree customs, however, can create the illusion that other features of
Cree culture also persisted unchanged. The degree to which this is so,
however, cannot simply be assumed. It requires testing against the
limited early evidence. That is the purpose here. Through an analysis of
the sketchy evidence pertaining to the western J ames Bay Cree of the
seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries, insight can be gained about
aboriginal culture and the adaptive modifications that were occurring.
Also, given the above methodological caveat, such analysis provides a
perspective that can be applied to other regions of western Canada.

The Western James Bay Cree: Circa 1625 to 1725

Almost nothing is known of the Cree prior to the mid-seventeenth
century. We can, nevertheless, be confident that they were hunter
gatherers possessing some form of band organization. We can also
assume that they didn't engage in trapping to the extent that the
historical records indicate was the case in later times. In consequence,
adaptive strategies probably maximized subsistence efficiency and
social welfare. While some inter-group trade probably existed, it is
unlikely that such trade interfered with basic subsistence activities.
Different bands, related to each other through kinship ties, likely
moved from area to area to exploit seasonally large tracts of land,
fissioning and fusing when food was difficult to obtain or abundant. In
the lowlands west and southwest of James Bay, an area of some 40,000
square miles, it is doubtful that there were more than ten such bands
averaging, perhaps, 50 persons each. Whether Indians occupied the
lowlands continuously throughout the year is uncertain, but it is
doubtful that they remained near the barren sea coast in winter. Henry
Hudson while wintering in James Bay in 1610-11 met only one Indian,
suggesting that others had retreated inland. As will become evident,
this is in marked contrast to the situation a century later.

The French presence along the St. Lawrence after 1600 no doubt
began to have an indirect influence on the Cree. The Cree may have
received their first European items by the 1620s or earlier from Mont
agnais, Algonquins, and Nipissings to the southeast and south. These
trade networks, which may have been prehistoric, grew in importance
as the demand for furs .grew, except when temporarily disrupted by
Iroquois raids upon more southerly peoples. By the 1650s and 1660s,
French coureurs de bois were trading directly with some Cree who
visited the Upper Great Lakes. Pierre Esprit Radisson and Medard des
Groseilliers described the Cree as being clothed in beaver skins in
winter. Expert beaver hunters, they killed only adult animals, leaving
the young to mature for future use (Adams 1961:95). Their seasonal
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cycle saw them moving via the large rivers ofnorthern Ontario from
the coast of the "North Sea" (James Bay) in summer to their inland
winter quarters. The apparent richness of their country ultimately led
to an English exploratory venture to the mouth of the Rupert's River in
1668. Returning to England with some 3,000 pounds of beaver pelts in
1669, the English Crown, convinced by this success, granted a charter
establishing the Hudson's Bay Company in 1670.The traders returned
to Charles Fort at Rupert's River that same year.

We get some first-hand accounts of Indians during these early
years on the Bay. Indians were reported to have subsisted on venison,
partridges, geese, and fish taken with nets (Nute 1978:118). Of the
several different groups who visited the post, one held a shaking tent
ceremony, a Northern Algonkian custom that has continued to this
day (Tyrrell 1931:386). Bands speaking different dialects came to
trade, suggesting that they may have come from different directions.
During the summer of 1674, the English explored the western shore of
James Bay encountering the "Tabittee" (probably the Abitibi from
further south), the "Shechittawans" from the Albany River area, and
some Indians who had suffered losses from starvation on the coast
(Tyrrell 1931:390-91). Indian groups from different areas were led by
"okimahs" who represented their band in their dealing with the English
and who annually determined where different families or groups would
winter (Tyrrell 1931:382). There are no explicit data on Cree social
structure at this time, but it may be conjectured that they practiced
cross-cousin marriage, polygyny, the levirate and sororate, all wide
spread Northern Algonkian customs. Also, given seasonal, annual,
and regional fluctuations in resources, it is doubtful that band territo
ries were exclusively exploited by any single group. Rather, Indians
seem to have continued tomove seasonally to areas where food and
also fur bearers could be obtained. Some additional time and energy,
however, were now being devoted to trapping and travelling to the
trading post with furs and country foods for the English. Although
many Indians continued to trade with the French, the opening of
trading posts at the mouths of the Moose and Albany Rivers during the
mid-1670s drew many more Indians directly into the trade. The new
English posts and the resultant rivalry with the French benefitted the
Cree who no longer had to trade at high rates through middlemen, or
travel long distances to acquire French materials.

The advantages of rivalry were terminated in 1686 when the De
Troyes expedition from New France forcefully took the English James
Bay posts. Because the new occupants were unable to supply ade
quately the captured posts, the James Bay Cree suffered. Thus, when
Captain James Knight regained Fort Albany for the English in 1693,
the Cree rejoiced, and Knight, to reaffirm their allegiance, gave out
lavish presents of guns, powder, shot and tobacco to the Cree leaders.
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Thereafter, ritual gift-giving accompanied by speeches became an
established pattern at Hudson's Bay Company posts. Indians within a
hundred miles of the post became habitual visitors while those further
inland came with their pelts when not lured away or threatened by the
French and their Indian allies.

The quantity of furs obtained at Fort Albany, the only post
operated by the Hudson's Bay Company in the western James Bay area
after 1693, fluctuated annually depending mainly upon the conditions
of rivalry, but also upon seasonal ecological conditions that affected
hunting. Indians nearer to the post and in the James Bay lowlands
usually traded a higher proportion of marten, whereas those further
inland produced the bulk of the beaver. A high figure of 25,118 "made"
beaver (the standard of value) was obtained during 1708-09 and a low
figure of 8,907 during 1704-05.

In addition to furs, Indians supplied Fort Albany with various
country provisions needed to supplement the limited supply of Euro
pean foods consumed by the some twenty traders. These included fish,
venison, small game, and especially geese. Several Cree families came
to hunt geese regularly and others periodically both in the spring and
the fall. After gathering at the post in April, Indians received a feast of
oatmeal and sometimes other foods and were provided with guns,
ammunition and other necessary equipment for the hunt. Transported
by canoe from the coastal marshes, geese were packed with salt in
barrels. Goose feathers were also kept. The spring hunt usually lasted
from late April to early June, and the fall hunt from late August to
mid-October. The quantity of geese killed varied with the number of
hunters and climatic conditions from no more than a few hundred to
over 2,000 in any given season. Later in the eighteenth century, the
numbers increased as more hunters came to participate and techniques
became more efficient. Also, in later times, a goose hunt leader came to
preside over the hunt. Whether the goose dance held by the Cree was
'aboriginal or a custom that evolved in the eighteenth century is uncer
tain. During these seasons the Cree lived largely on geese and also
received trade goods for their services.

At other times Indians traded birchbark canoes and other mate
rials and occasionally provided certain services needed by the Hud
son's Bay Company employees. They also supplied information per
taining tothe trade and the whereabouts of the French. Since the fort
had already been captured once, the English kept a constant vigilance,
although many reports were only rumors. Nevertheless, in 1709 a
contingent of French and Mohawks that attempted to take the post
was driven off, thanks to advance warning by the Cree (Davies
1965:xxxviii-xxxix).

In return for their furs and services, Indians received a wide range
of trade goods. For example, in 1694-95 some 396 guns, 288 ice chisels,
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5,329 knives, 1,384 awls, 1,146 hatchets, 118 arrow heads, 30 net lines,
634 pounds of twine, 348 kettles, 430 coats, over 1,000 yards of various
types of cloth and 2,308 pounds of tobacco, as well as considerable
quantities of many other items were traded (HBCA B.3/ d/ 5). In
addition, band leaders, the "captains," annually received a captain's
coat, tobacco and other presents at gift exchange ceremonies (see Ray
and Freeman 1978:55-59, 66-75). It is to be noted that the above list of
goods was received by local "horneguard" Cree as well as "unpaid"
Indians. There is no way of determining the proportions different
groups received.

To an extent, the band organization of the Cree is reflected in the
names of groups that traded at the post. One group headed by captain
"Tick-aw-tucky" exploited the Albany River area west of the post.
Another group (or perhaps two related groups) called the Salkemies
occupied the Moose River region and during the 1690swas led by "Old
Noah." Kesagami Lake, fifty miles south of Moose Factory appears to
have been named after this group. Still another band, the "Metla
warith," appears to have wintered northwest of Fort Albany. In addi
tion, a number of other Indians are named in the early records, but
whether they belonged to one of these groups or some other unspeci
fied group is uncertain. The names of more distant groups, however,
are also occasionally mentioned, including the "PakanaSheas" from
east of Moose River, the "Tibitiby" from the Lake Abitibi area, the
"Rabbit Indians" from far to the northwest of the post, the "Ta-rnish
ka-mein" from Lake Timiskaming, the "Clisteens" from north of Lake
Superior, the "Ka-chi-ga-rnien" from the Great Lakes, and the "Ryga
ga-mees" perhaps from the same area. On occasion a few canoes of
Assiniboine from near Lake of the Woods visited the post. Most of
these more distant peoples were in the outer orbit of trade at Fort
Albany but their visits were no less coveted.

The evidence dating to the early eighteenth century indicates that
Indians in the lowlands experienced periodic food privations. Some
actually starved to death, while others ate their furs and a few even
turned to cannibalism. Still others who wintered within reach of the
post came to receive donations of fish and potatoes. In cases where
they were too weak to travel, others carried food to their tents. Such
hardships, however ~ were not experienced every year, or by all groups.
Some appear to have lived in a condition of relative abundance while
others in a different direction starved. Or the same group might expe
rience both feast and famine at different times during the same winter.
Food shortages, then, were a regional and/ or temporal phenomena,
often the result of adverse climatic conditions that prevented hunting
or local game scarcities. .

A basic question is whether similar hardships were experienced by
aboriginal Indians. Although starvation was often attributed to too
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much or too little snow or radical fluctuations in temperature, both of
which made hunting difficult or impossible and which also must have
occurred in prehistoric times, there appear to have been other factors
that intensified the effects of weather conditions. That is, although
starvation may have occurred periodically in prehistoric times, it may
have been less frequent and less severe than the records of the early
eighteenth century indicate was then the case. There are three primary
and interrelated reasons why post-contact stress may have been
greater. These are: 1) the introduction of a new technology for obtain
ing food and fur; 2) changes in labour patterns involving an intensifica
tion and specialization of energy to acquire materials for trade; and 3) a
reduction in the total subsistence resource biomass involving beaver
and caribou.

The Hudson's Bay Company account book lists of goods traded
indicate that many items had gradually come to replace aboriginal
ones. It is unlikely that Indians had forgotten how to produce tradi
tional goods at this early date; rather new items were, in some cases,
more efficient than stone or bone ones. Still other materials such as
tobacco, combs, hawk bells, etc. came to have social and/ or ritual
value. But regardless of the function of an item, all trade goods
required the expenditure of additional energy because hunters had to
devote more time to trapping and women more time to preparing fur
pelts. Time devoted to trapping was not time devoted to food hunting,
even though the meat of fur bearers was consumed. The quantity of
meat from these animals, however, was probably less than would have
been the case had Indians focused solely or mainly on food hunting.
Also, beaver which do contain more flesh than most other fur bearers
appear to have been relatively scarcer in the lowlands than further
inland. Thus, Indians who tried to survive on the flesh of marten, mink
and fisher, supplemented by the periodically unreliable snowshoe hare
and a few straggling caribou, indeed would have been vulnerable to the
effects of inclement weather.

Not only was more energy being expended in trapping and pelt
preparation, the records also suggest that trapping efficiency com
bined with limited food resources required that families remain spa
tially separated from each other for lengthy periods in winter. Groups
usually no larger than families arrived at the post except when caribou
were being killed. Small herds of caribou can be more effectively
hunted by several adults, usually belonging to three or four related
families, and, in turn, the flesh of these larger animals will support
larger social groups as long as it lasts than will the meat of small game.
There is, however, some indirect evidence suggesting that both caribou
and beaver were declining in the lowland area. Near York Factory,
Indians wered draining beaver dams and destroying lodges in winter,
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practices that would have resulted in the death from exposure of any
animals not killed outright (Tyrrell 1931:235-36). Whether Fort
Albany Indians were doing the same thing is uncertain but not unlikely
given the value of beaver pelts. Likewise, the caribou herds appear to
have been reduced through over-hunting. At different times between
1693 and 1705, presents of 36, 40, 80, 105 and even 200 "deer" tongues,
as well as smaller quantities of meat on other occasions were given to
the Fort Albany post. After 1705, relatively less venison was given.
PerhapsIndians were simply consuming the flesh themselves, but more
likely there were fewer animals to be killed. It may have been that the
caribou population had been sufficiently thinned to make hunting
them less reliable and productive, unless there were signs that animals
were nearby. Also, by concentrating more on fur hunting, many fami
lies may have wintered in areas where there were few big animals. In
consequence, they would have been forced to live on what was locally
available. In contrast, in prehistoric times when food hunting did not
compete with fur trapping, and when there were no traders to feed, the
movements of Indians would have been far less restricted. They could
have ranged over larger areas, even far inland to the more productive
Shield country. But the quest for furs, combined with the relative
scarcity of foods nearer the coast, came to intensify food stresses within
a mere three decades after Fort Albany was established, creating the
numerous instances of starvation reported after 1700.

Families prevented by starvation from acquiring a sufficiency of
furs to meet with trade needs, nevertheless, could later earn these by
goose hunting. This, combined with the knowledge that food could be
obtained from the traders in times of hardship, worked to inhibit some
families from travelling beyond reach of the store in winter. Also,
unless curtailed early, the fall hunt could be especially disruptive since
it conflicted with Indians' ability to lay up a larder offood and prepare
for the approaching trapping season. Traders had to allow goose
hunters to depart early or promise to feed families should they arrive
starving. These same promises may also have had the effect of encou
raging hunters to engage in fur trapping at times when they formerly
would have been food hunting.

The scattering of families to areas to trap under conditions where
survival came, in part, to depend upon the acquisition of certain trade
goods were preconditions for changes in property relationships. By
1700, near York Factory, Indians were marking beaver lodges to "be
sure no one else will be so unfair as to hunt it" (Tyrrell 1931:233). Given
similar ecological and trade conditions near Fort Albany, it is probable
that similar concepts were developing there too. If heeded, such marks
designating private ownership by families could, in time, lead to game
management.
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Conclusions

The reciprocal bond between Indians, within a hundred odd miles
of Fort Albany, and the traders there involved the production of furs,
geese and venison by the former, in exchange for trade goods and
periodic food donations, had by the early 1700s generated subtle and
important social and economic changes. Regular participation in new
economic activities came to alter Cree social organization and the
habitat Indians exploited. Although many traditional beliefs and cus
toms persisted in the new context for many more years, scholars,
nevertheless, should not be deceived into believing that distinctive Cree
traits give evidence that other aspects of their culture remained unal
tered, or that the fur trade was simply grafted onto traditional culture.
Notwithstanding, the Cree were not passive recipients. Rather, they
reacted to the fur trade and modified it. But all the same, the conse
quence of this reaction was the narrowing of their range of options, a
fact reflected by the term "horneguard" applied to those who hunted
geese or remained near the post. The changes experienced by these
lowland Cree also foreshadow in a general way what other Indians
further inland and to the west would later endure. The case of the
western James Bay Cree, then, is instructive in two ways. Provided
caution is employed, it is possible to upstream from the early records to
aboriginal baseline conditions. Second, materials can be used to gain
comparative perspective on Indians involved in the fur trade in other
places and at other times.

Acknowledgments:

I wish to thank the Governor and Committee of the Hudson's Bay
Company for permission to view the extensive archival materials
pertaining to Fort Albany and other posts where the Cree traded. This
paper is a much shortened and slightly altered version of one to appear
in a forthcoming book edited by Shepard Krech III.

REFERENCES
Adams, Arthur T., Ed.

1961 The Explorations of Pierre Esprit Radisson. Minneapolis: Ross & Haines, Inc.
Bishop, Charles A.

1972 Demography, Ecology and Trade Among the Northern Ojibwa and Swampy Cree.
Western Canadian Journal of Anthropology 3:58-71.

1975 Ojibwa, Cree and the Hudson's Bay Company in Northern Ontario: Culture and
Conflict in the Eighteenth Century. In Western Canada Past and Present. Ed. by A. W.
Rasporich. Pp. 150-162. Calgary: McClelland and Stewart West, Ltd.

Bishop, Charles A., and Arthur J. Ray
1976 Ethnohistoric Research in the Central Subarctic: Some Conceptual and Methodological

Problems. The Western Canadian Journal ofAnthropology 4:116-44.
Davies, K. G., Ed.

1965 Letters from Hudson Bay: 1703-40. London: The Hudson's Bay Record Society.
Hudson's Bay Company Archives (HBCA)
HBCA B. 3jaj 1-150 Fort Albany Post Journals, 1705-1845.
HBCA B. 3jdj 1-78 Fort Albany Account Books, 1692-1770.
HBCA B. 3jej 1-19 Fort Albany District Reports, 1815-1837.
HBCA B. 3jzj 1-3 Fort Albany Miscellaneous Items, 1694-1871.

Nute, Grace Lee



JAMES BAY CREE 155

1978 Caesars of the Wilderness: Medard Chouart, Sieur Des Groseilliers and Pierre Esprit
Radisson, 1618-1710. St. Paul: Minnesota Historical Society Press.

Ray, Arthur J. and Donald Freeman
1978 "Give Us Good Measure": An Economic Analysis ofRelations Between the Indians and

the Hudson's Bay Company Before 1763. Toronto: University of Toronto Press.
Tyrrell, J. B., Ed.

1931 Documents Relating to the Early History of Hudson Bay. Toronto: The Champlain
Society.

Williams. Glyndwr, Ed.
1975 Hudson's Bay ~iscellany: 1670-1870. Winnipeg: Hudson's Bay Record Society.





PRAIRIE FORUM, 1983, Vol. 8, No.2

P. G. Laurie of Battleford: The Aspirations
of a Western Enthusiast

Walter Hildebrandt
Parks Canada, Winnipeg

157

ABSTRACT. The article argues that P. G. Laurie, the founder of the Battleford Saskatchewan
Herald, was at the same time a Canadian nationalist, imperialist and a western Canadian. These
views are argued to be consistent and in large part reflective of the Canadian Firsters. While
Laurie pressed for an assimilated Anglo-Canadian dominated West, in the end he realized he was
fighting a losing battle. Ironically, the very group settlements he opposed would likely have done
more to secure a "conservative" West, than any number of individual Anglo-Canadian settlers.

RESUME
Cet article soutient que P. G. Laurie, fondateur du Saskatchewan Herald de Battleford, etait

it la fois un nationaliste canadien, un imperialiste et un canadien de l'Ouest. On maintient que ces
vues sont coherentes et qu'elles sont en grande partie le reflet des Canada Firsters". Bien que
Laurie insistat pour que l'Ouest soit assimile et dornine par les canadiens-anglais, it la fin, il se
rendit compte qu'il se battait pour une cause perdue it l'avance. Ironiquement, le groupe de
colonisateurs auquel il s'opposait aurait, plus qu'aucun autre groupe de colonisateurs canadiens
anglais, contribue it enraciner l'ideologie "conservatrice" dans l'Ouest.
*N. du T. : Nom donne aux membres du groupe nationaliste Canada First qui vit le jour apres la

Confederation, en 1867.

Among the contributing factors to Western development may be
recorded the influence of the Western Canadian Press. In this vast
country the printer came hand in hand with the pioneer. The debt
of gratitude the West owes to its press has never been sufficiently
acknowledged or appreciated. With tireless vigilence and unfalter
ing loyalty the men who controlled the organs of publicity have
tolled always with zeal and nearly always with discretion...

Saskatchewan Herald
September 14, 1904

P. G. Laurie, the founder of the Saskatchewan Herald in 1878,
came to the North-West from Britain via Ontario with decided views. 1

While he was a nationalist motivated by an almost missionary zeal to
see a strong and independent society established north of the 49th
parallel, he was also an imperialist who saw Canada needing the
guidance of the Mother Country. Laurie will not be remembered as an
important writer or original thinker, but rather as a-n opinion maker.
He was, like Nicholas Flood Davin of Regina, someone who was able
to influence social thinking during the formative years of Battleford's
development, but unlike Davin he was less tolerant of contrary opin
ions or the kind of people he found acceptable for his vision of the
North-West.? What Laurie almost desperately desired was to see the
West as an extension of British-Ontario. In this sense Laurie's views
fall squarely within what Howard Palmer had called "nativism," which
he defines as "an amalgam of ethnic prejudice and nationalism.">
Nativists like Laurie attempted to control the make-up of society either



158 HILDEBRANDT

through encouraging British or Anglo-Ontarian immigration or
through assimilation. Nativistic traditions inevitably focus attention
on a dominating class and, as with Laurie, provide some insight into
attitudes shared by others of that elite. Laurie's nativism exists along
side (and in some histories in contrast to) the metaphor of the mosaic
which is intended to represent the idea that "ethnic minorities have
been able to maintain distinctive lifestyles in Canada ... not ... due
primarily to official or unofficial encouragement but rather through
their own will to survive inthe face of prejudice and discrimination."4
At Battleford, Laurie's encouragement, official and unofficial, clearly
represented opinions expressed in other newspapers throughout Can
ada in the nineteenth century.> His views, articulated vigorously over
many years at Battleford, suggest that if a mosaic-like society was able
to emerge it was indeed hard-won. Yet in spite of this evidence,
histories of Saskatchewan still argue the Turnerian thesis, that it was
the environment and by implication rural values which contributed
most to the definition of western Canadian society.

In the most recent history of Saskatchewan, published in 1980,
John Archer has written that, "The Saskatchewan identity - or ethos
- was shaped by people's accommodation to a stark environment."6 It
is this perspective that usually embraces the image of Saskatchewan
society. While there can be no doubt that the environment encountered
on the plains contributed to the establishment of co-operative tradi
tions, there were other forces at work that help to explain equally
significant characteristics of prairie society. Many immigrants, like
Laurie, came neither to live in harmony with the land nor to live
co-operatively with those already there or still to arrive - but came
instead with fixed ideas of the society they wanted established. The
mosaic is therefore an incomplete metaphor, at least for Battleford in
the late nineteenth century. While it is a suitably idealistic image that
implies a conflict-free and equal-opportunity society, it cannot accom
modate class structures established during formative years and it
furthermore leaves a mistaken impression that all ethnic groups who
settled in the West existed as equals in a kaleidoscopically balanced
arrangement. Laurie was not alone with his vision of an Anglo
Canadian West; it was an aspiration he shared with the most exclu
sively Conservative press in the North-West. 7

On August 11, 1878, Patrick Gammie Laurie, then forty-five years
of age, reached Battleford to establish the first newspaper in the North
West Territories. He made the six hundred and fifty milejourney from
Winnipeg in two months walking beside an ox cart which carried his
printing press. Two weeks after his arrival at Battleford, the new
territorial capital, Laurie published the first issue of the Saskatchewan
Herald and optimistically announced: "Today we present to the public
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of the Dominion the first number of the Saskatchewan Herald - the
pioneer press of the Great North-West - the light that is destined to
dispel the gloom that has long enveloped the Great Lone Land."8 It was
with this boundless optimism that Laurie continued, despite numerous
setbacks, to extol the great possibilities of the North-West. He was to
spend the next twenty-five years at Battleford - the longest time he
had ever spent in one place.

Laurie was born to the family of an Anglican minister in Pitsligo,
Aberdeenshire, Scotland in April, 1833.9 Three years later, after his
mother's death, Laurie, along with his father and brother, made his
first attempt to sail to Canada. Their ship was swept ashore during a
storm and seized by striking dock workers at the port of Greenock. The
family chose to remain there until 1842, when a second successful
journey landed them in New York, en route to Toronto. In 1843,
young Patrick entered grammar school in Cobourg, Ontario, but
stayed only one year. After completing grade 5 or 6, he began his
apprenticeship as a printer for the Church, an Anglican publication. In
1846, the Church moved its offices to Toronto and Laurie followed.
Over the next ten years, he lived in Brantford, then in Owen Sound
where he worked on Richard Carney's The Advertiser, before return
ing to Toronto.

In 1855, at the age of twenty-two, he returned to Owen Sound,
married Mary Eliza Carney, and purchased the Owen Sound Times.
He sold it in 1859, when John Christian Schultz persuaded him to
establish a newspaper in Red River. Laurie made it only to Windsor
before the news reached him that a newspaper, the Nor Wester, had
already been established at Red River by William Buckingham and
William Coldwell.'? For the next two years he commuted between
Windsor and Detroit, working in both cities as a printer. In 1861 he
bought the Essex Record, which he published until 1869.

Laurie's editorial policy, as outlined in the prospectus of the Essex
Record, reflected the Victorian themes common to the time. In the
conflict between the individual and the collectivist forces, Victorians
preached that progress could be inspired only through the community,
led by those in the upper classes. "Reflecting their traditionalist orien
tation, they assumed a community was always endangered by the
uncontrollable behaviour of individuals-especially those who consti
tuted its lower classes." II Discovery, Civilization and Progress were the
watchwords which, along with Christian morality, were to provide the
ingredients for a united and prosperous nation. Each individual was
seen as a part of society which was being guided by forces beyond his
control and, hence, institutions were more important than ideas. There
was an almost irrepressible optimism in the future through the devel
opment of the West. His belief was that the development and exploita-
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tion of Canada's resources was not a monopoly of anyone ideology:

But while the publisher thus avows himself solicitous of attracting
and arresting the favour and substantial patronage of a large
public, he declines to sue the same by putting forward a formal and
pretentious catalogue of political theories, professions and pledges,
by which he shall be henceforth circumscribed and governed. He
says in a word, he hates all kinds of platforms, because both
common sense and experience reject them as foolish and inapprop
riate, since they must necessarily eventuate in embarassing and
confusing their authors, and all others who adopt them. In a new
country as this is, and in these days, when throughout the whole
range of both physical and political sciences; such rapid and gigan
tic progress is taking place, and such new and unexpected devel
opments are daily made, platform and systematic pledges are
monstrous shams, or sheer impertinences; for every important
change in the physical world implies the correlative modification in
the political hemisphere. 12

This common sense view of politics illustrated a conservative
spirit which had little patience with intellectual debate. The basis for
the beliefs ofconservatives like Laurie lay in the slogans of peace, order
and good government which to them were the most important features
of the British tradition. The choice was either republicanism or monar
chism and Laurie clearly chose the latter:

He [Laurie writing in the third person1 therefore, begs to give
assurance that the Essex Recordwill, under no possible contingen
cies, "look to Washington" either for physical aid to remodel our
political institutions, or to the Halls of Congress for patterns to
guide our own legislature. Whoever may hold the reins of govern
ment and whatever may be our temporary dilemmas, this Journal
will be conducted uniformly and persistently on true conservative
and purely logical principles. 13

Laurie believed that the potential of Canada was great and he
pledged "to make the Essex Record all that a good country paper
should be." With regard to general politics there would be no recogni
tion of a dividing line between what was called Upper and Lower
Canada. It would

give sure and ready and zealous support to every act of the legisla
ture, having for its object the greater prosperity and welfare of the
united provinces; and so also measure necessarily limited in special
sections or localities of the same.l-

The ideas Laurie expressed in the Essex Record had much in
common with those voiced after the 1860s by other young Canadian
nationalists and imperialists. Laurie's ideas bore a striking similarity to
those of a small group of men who organized the Canada First Move
ment. Generally its members agreed that Canada's future lay with the
traditions and institutions that the Anglo-Saxon race had brought
with it to the new world. Laurie, while sharing many of the ideas of the
Canada Firsters never acknowledged his debt to this movement. Its



P.G. LAURIE 161

influence on his thought, particularly through John Christian Schultz,
was nevertheless unmistakable.

Compelled, perhaps by the advice he was giving to others in the
Essex Record, Laurie set out for Red River in 1869. He arrived there in
September and began work for the Nor' Wester; but he was expelled
from the settlement in December for refusing to print a proclamation
for the Provisional Government. He returned to the East, only to
journey back to Red River with his son William in September of 1870.
For the next eight years he worked in various capacities on anumber of
newspapers including the Manitoba Newsletter, the Manitoba Liberal,
The Manitoban, The Standard and the Manitoba Free Press. In 1878,
he moved toBattleford and established the Saskatchewan Herald.

Not only was he an imperialist and ardent Canadian nationalist,
but he was also a vehement defender of Western interests. It was not
the environment but ties with the Mother Country and with the East
that would mould the character of Western Canada. It is not contradic
tory that Laurie went to great pains to attack Eastern newspapers for
failing to understand the plight of those in the West. He did so not to
gain recognition for the region as a separate part of Canada, but so that
settlement and development could proceed more rapidly. He fre
quently criticized the sensationalized reports from the East depicting
the prairies as a Wild West, infested with uncontrollable savages. The
ignorance of public figures needed to be exposed, Eastern officials had
to be made more aware of how important the West was to the whole. In
1883, Laurie wrote:

It is time for the people of the East and especially those who occuPY
the position of legislators, to recognize the fact that the prairies
form an integral and most important part of the Dominion, that
they no longer consist of an uninhabited tract of country lying
somewhere beyond the great lakes, but having a population greater
than some of the provinces, and in point of intelligence and enter
prise equal to any."

It was one of the avowed purposes of the Saskatchewan Herald to
dispel myths about the West. Laurie worked diligently to this end by
attacking false reports and by publishing lengthy articles on climate,
soils and the possibilities of mining as well as agriculture. He reported
at length on the Peace River Country and on scientific explorations
such as those of John Macoun. Extensive coverage was also given to
politics. The paper printed the complete text of debates from the
House of Commons on matters relating to the West and the more
important speeches of the Governor-General. Extended reports also
heralded the visits of dignitaries such as the Marquis of Lorne and
various cabinet ministers.

For local consumption, the Herald included a section of "local
news," informing readers of comings and goings of members of the
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(courtesy of the Provincial Archives of Alberta)

Figure l. The Battleford Herald office, circa 1878.

The first newspaper established west of Winnipeg.

community but, unlike other regional papers, this item was given front
page priority. Similarly, detailed coverage of the North-West Mounted
Police was featured and Laurie remained an unflagging supporter of
the Mounted Police, trying to deflect criticism whenever possible.
Laurie frequently included "Victorian" stories with their moralistic
themes of muscular Christianity, self-help, self-education and self
denial.

Reports from Europe were provided when the mails allowed.
Articles from Eastern and European newspapers were reproduced,
often in their entirety. Special coverage was given to events important
within the Empire such as the Fashoda Crisis, the Boxer Rebellion and
the Boer War. Laurie's broader focus and imperial ideals prevented the
Herald from becoming merely a local, parochial newspaper.

Laurie insisted on a strict moral standard in the execution of his
profession. Only through hard work could a high standard be main
tained and Laurie promised his readers "ceaseless and untiring energy
and assiduity toward this end."16 His goal was to establish a strong,
virile, progressive West, not simply for material gain, but also for the
feeling of elevated moral vigor engendered by hard work and achieve
ment. For Laurie it was the ultimate reward.
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Laurie's life was dedicated to developing the West as an extension
of the Empire. This end, he believed, could"best be achieved by sup
porting Sir John A. Macdonald's National Policy. To Laurie, support
of the Conservative Party was the only reasonable choice open to
Westerners. In 1887, he wrote: "...we assume the favoured candidates
will be of Conservative leanings. It was under Conservative rule that
the country emerged from a state of painful solitude and barren
unproductiveness."!? The West could not be allowed to evolve without
guidance, it would need responsible critics to direct its progress within
a national and imperial framework.

The West was an integral part of Canada and as the East provided
the necessary British influence, the West provided a natural outlet for
settlers from crowded areas of Ontario. IS The West could only ever be
one region of Canada, not a "nation, and it would need to develop
within the larger entities of Canada and the Empire in order to realize
its full potential. Even though Laurie became a champion of Western griev
ances and often criticized the complacency of the Eastern establish
ment which impeded development in the West, he always saw the
prairies as part of a larger pattern. Without the whole, the sections
would die. It was part of his faith in the future of the West within this
framework that made Laurie persevere at Battleford despite the early
hardships.

Laurie's quest for status arose out of his hierarchical Anglican
view of society, rather than a desire for excessive wealth. He saw a strict
but natural social structure in which the most civilized occupied the
upper classes. Ironically but not necessarily inconsistently, Laurie
lived in a rather humble house in Battleford, without enough money to
afford outside help, but he looked upon many in his community as
"lower classes" and considered the Indians as "lesser breeds." He saw
himself as part of the governing elite.

Laurie's espousal of commerical enterprise and "progress" exposed
the bourgeois ideals that he held in common with the Victorian spirit of
commercial enterprise. He was obsequious when important people
visited Battleford and was always pleased to give notice to his readers
of the dignitaries who had passed through his office. Years later,
Laurie's daughter, Effie Storer, could recall them all:

Explorers such as Professor Macoun, Sir William Francis Butler,
dignitaries of the church such as Bishop John McLean, Rev.
George and John McDougall, Rev. Father Lacombe, Bishop
Grandin, Rev. D.M. Gordon, Chief Factor McTavish, Richard
Hardisty, Factor Lawrence Clark, Commissioner Graham of the
Indian Department, Col. J.F. McLeod of the N.W.M.P., Col. W.
Osborne Smith, Archibald Macdonald of Swan River and Lord
Lome.'?

Laurie worked hard to be one of the elite of this Western society.
His energy was boundless and his guiding motto was "Time is money.
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To steal is a crime." He reflected the typical Victorian concern for
thrift, and hard work, obsessions which he shared with many of those
he admired.

Oddly, Laurie stayed in Battleford even after the transcontinental
railroad was re-routed through the south in 1881 and the Territorial
capital was moved from Battleford to Regina in 1883. He remained
convinced of the possibilities of the West and his optimism was further
reflected in the newspaper's motto "Progress":

The word selected as our motto indicates most .. expressively the
course laid down for the Herald. It will seek to promote the
prosperity and further the march of progress of the whole North
West, by advocating all measures having this for its object, and by
making known the vast resources now only waiting development
and in keeping with the onward movement, the Herald will always
be found in front.??

As a transplanted Westerner, Laurie's conservatism entailed the
acceptance ofa number of broad propositions. As outlined above they
entailed the acceptance of British institutions as the basis for defining
and maintaining Western Canadian society and its corollary which was
condemnation of the "revolutionary" American way of life. A second
was the acknowledgment of the hierarchical nature of society where
liberty (or freedom within the form) was superior to equality, and
where social classes were inevitable. A third position evident in Laur
ie's writings was the recognition of the necessary role government
played in directing the development of society. This direction could be
realized only if broad principles were laid down through a kind of
spiritual guidance rather than through direct interference in the affairs
of society.

Generally Laurie's outlook reflected the conservatism that the
United Empire Loyalists brought to Canada. One historian has des
cribed this tradition as

...the respect for history, the primacy of the community over
individual selfishness, society conceived as an organism of func
tionally related parts and structured to reflect different human
aptitudes, religion as the mortar of the social order and the distrust
of materialism.t!

Laurie's outlook while 0 bviously including the former part of this
definition also included a mistrust of materialism. Though an advocate
of "Progress" especially if it meant the establishment of an Anglo
Canadian society in the North-West, he was critical of the blatant
greed of American annexationists. This sentiment is revealed in his
diary of 1869 when he described the Americans as "freebooters" ready
to move into the North-West at the first opportunity. Material
advancement, if it enhanced the development of an Anglo-Canadian
society was acceptable, but the materialism of the opportunistic Amer
ican annexationists could not be tolerated.F
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Settlement was seen by Laurie as the means to create an Anglo
Canadian society in Western Canada. In 1885 the "rebellion" threw
into disharmony a society which should ideally work together to
improve conditions peacefully. Laurie saw Indian culture as inherently
inferior to Anglo-Saxon and even Metis society. The Metis culture was
a step up from Indian culture and he seldom criticized the Metis with
the same venom he reserved for the Indians. Laurie's fixation with the
problem of the Indian partially explains the attention they received
from him after the rebellion. Laurie maintained that the only alterna
tive for the natives was to assimilate and participate in the development
and progress that the Anglo-Canadian society offered.

From Laurie's perspective, the rebellion was an ungrateful act by
the Indians and Metis in a country whose material possibilities could
be realized by everyone. But in order to realize these possibilities all
sectors of society would have to share in the spirit of progress and work
in harmony. Laurie despised the resort to.violence by the "rebels" and
insisted that every means possible should be used to punish the traitors.
Improvement could not take place in a fragmented society where
individual sections took matters into their own hands. Co-operation
and not confrontation were the most desirable means to effect the
change.

Laurie maintained that the rebel grievances could, over time, be
solved by non-violent action. In fact, on the eve of the "rebellion,"
Laurie wrote in the Herald that he believed that the problems of the
native populations were on the verge of being solved and that the
Indian in the West had no cause for complaint. Little attempt was
made by Laurie to see the problems of the Indians from their perspec
tive, or to listen to what they wanted, but much attention was given to
discussing the best possible means to pacify and absorb them into
Anglo-Canadian society. The presence of such a large, distinctive
group of people was an obstacle to settlement that Laurie wanted
removed as quickly and as quietly as possible. It was only when the
danger of Indian unrest was gone that the Eastern press would relent in
its portrayal of a lawless West. Only then could settlement take place as
Laurie desired. Laurie was consequently convinced of the necessity to
crush the rebellion ruthlessly in order to bring back stability to the
West so that settlement could be immediately resumed. If, as Laurie
demanded in his editorials, the strictest justice were meted out to the
"rebels," that would serve as an example to others, and then the rest of
Canada could see that law and order existed in the West.

Laurie's views on the causes of the rebellion were not consistent.
On June 15, 1885 he stated:

The Indians can give no ground for complaint, but the Opposition
manufacture grievances for them in the hope of making political
capital. The parties who are loudest in their complaints have no
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knowledge of what they speak about the Indian than the Indian
knows about them.P

Yet on March 20, 1885, before any fighting had broken out, in an
article entitled "The Indian Policy," Laurie criticized the bureaucracy
in the Indian Department at Regina. He mentioned specific,justifiable
Indian grievances such as: shortage of food, disease among Indians
because of poor meat, the need for more ovens and the need for bread
instead of bannock. Furthermore, he criticized the Department for its
lack of initiative in preparing the Indians for the transition from a
nomadic to an agricultural way of life. Of the Department and its
policy Laurie wrote:

Men who are in a position to suggest and carry out practical
measures are not listened to. Eventually the Department would
save many thousands of dollars, and the Indians be more comfor
table and less exposed to the ravages of disease. As long as it is
attempting to regulate the management of details on the reserves
by subordinates at Regina there will be no actual progress among
the Indians. Their policy seems to be comprised in these six words:
feed one day, starve the next.e'

The blame that Laurie placed in the lap of the Indian Department
disappeared when fighting began a few weeks later.

The apparent contradiction in his editorials needs to be under
stood in the wider context of his aspirations for Western Canada. On
one hand, before the outbreak of the rebellion, Laurie was willing to
criticize the bureaucracy in the Indian Department for not acting to
alleviate the living conditions of the Indians. After the uprising, how
ever, Laurie was adamant in his insistence that the Indians had no
justifiable grievances.

Through his criticisms of the government's handling of the Indian
problems Laurie envisaged a gradual improvement of conditions on
the reserves. Laurie, however, seemed reluctant to dwell on this issue.
He realized that there were faults with Indian policy, but he neverthe
less wanted to give the rest of Canada the impression that the West was
astable and potentially prosperous place to settle. Laurie did not want
the Indian problem to become a debate among politicians who, for
expedient reasons, might exaggerate the seriousness of the situation.
He simply wanted the Indian Department to follow the recommenda
tions made by Westerners like himself. Whenever alarming reports of
Indian trouble reached Laurie from Eastern newspapers, he tried to
dispel them. Laurie wanted to hear neither that there was unrest among
the Indians, nor that they were suffering from lack of food or shelter,
especially from journalists who did not understand the West or the
consequences of their reports. He denied reports from Eastern news
papers of starving Indians: his usual reply was that, "Indians get more
than many whites who live beside them."25 To one report of Indian

.~------------ ---
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trouble Laurie wrote:

...the papers received by the latest mail, contain a number of
sensationalized stories of Indian troubles at Battleford, not one of
which has the slightest foundation. It is difficult to imagine how
they ever got into circulation, unless by supposing them to be the
creation of someone interested in deferring settlers from coming
in.26

The predicament of the Indians was, as Laurie explained, a result
of their lack of determination and ambition, a characteristic he
thought common to their race.

We do not wish to convey the impression that the Indians as a body
are happy. That they can never be according to their notion of
happiness as long as they have to work. But they realize that it is for
them either to work or starve, and having accepted the former
alternative are to that extent content. 27

After the "rebellion" Laurie's position shifted. He now focused on
the part played by the Indians and Metisin precipitating the fighting.
This allowed Laurie to retain the appearance of consistency - by
recognizing the problems of the Indians while not accepting the prob
lems as a major cause of the rebellion. In this way, Laurie was able to
argue that for the West to become an attractive place for settlement
again, all that was needed was to bring the "rebels" to justice and to
restore peace to the West. It was, in retrospect, a rather superficial and
expedient analysis. A simple explanation of the cause of the "rebellion,"
he hoped, would end discussion in Eastern newspapers over the real
causes of the rebellion. By publicly discussing the plight of the Indians
and Metis, Laurie thought settlement would suffer. The political mile
age that was being made by some politicians was distasteful to Laurie.
It contributed nothing to the development of the West. Again it was the
Eastern press who were to blame for the irresponsible reporting.

There is nothing here to justify the uprising. Within the past week
we have been placed in possession in our files of eastern papers for
the past two months, and find that they are all wrangling about the
causes that fed [sicl to the uprising. Each political patty and clique
is blaming the other, with the object of making capital at the
expense of its opponents; some blaming Mr. Dewdney, some Sir
John, while others see no wrong cause for it but the wrongs of the
Indian officials and Mounted Police have done to the Indians."

In Laurie's opinion, these leaders and agents of Anglo-Canadian
society were surely not to blame for the "rebellion." Even the Indians,
Laurie maintained, were admitting their guilt. "Now the Indian himself
being witness they are all wrong [sic]. He has not a word to say against
the treatment he received."29 The culprits were clearly identifiable to
Laurie, and he hoped the sooner they were punished the sooner the
whole matter could be forgotten.

We agree with the eastern press that men who caused all the
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bloodshed and distress must be held accountable for it; but we
differ from them as to whom the guilty ones are, and charge the
Committee of citizens of Prince Albert who sent for Riel to come
into the country and everyone who contributed to the fund raised
to defray his expenses hither, as equally with Riel, and more guilty
than the savages they set on the warpath.w

Again it appears that Laurie overestimated the participation of the
Indians in the fighting: "the savages set on the warpath" were a small
proportion of those who might have joined the uprising. Even the
Indian agent for the Red Pheasant Reserve stated that Laurie's fears
and the fears of the other 500 whites "beseigned" in the NWMP fort at
Battleford were exaggerated.!'

That the Indian be moulded to suit the Anglo-Canadian vision for
the West was not his own priority - the vitality and strength of the new
society would depend on the kind of settler who was attracted. Laurie's
positive enthusiasm for populating the West was particularly evident
in the first few years after the Herald was established. On March 10,
1879, he wrote that "healthy immigration" into the territories could be
expected to Prince Albert, along the South Saskatchewan, Carrot
River country and Battleford. As Laurie optimistically noted, "from
private correspondence we have reason to look for considerable addi
tions to the populations of other settlements on the Saskatchewan."32

Laurie actively and anxiously promoted British settlers for the
West. In an article entitled "Emigration in England" written on April
21, 1879, Laurie stated in a hopeful tone: "The advantages of the
North-West as field for settlement by settlers of the right class are being
brought before the people of England, and are receiving much atten
tion."33 This was followed by statements by a number of promoters
who promised to send only the best immigrants. Of the "tenant and artisan
classes" being recruited for settlement in Canada Laurie wrote, "...1
hope that Canada may get her fair share of them, as they are a class of
persons who will be sure to prove useful citizens in whatever country
they may settle. "34 Laurie made it clear who the preferred settlers were.
But in line with the Victorian emphasis on industry and thrift, the ideal
immigrant must also be a hard worker:

This we can say, that to those who are willing to work at anything
to which they are accustomed, whether as artisans or professional
men, there are brilliant openings in almost every rising town. The
greatest need of the country is men, and as many as can come who
are able and willing to work, may reasonably depend on finding
remunerative employment. We have never known a man to leave
the country because he could not get work, but we have seen some
set out for home because they could not find situations where good
salaries were paid for nothing."

To promote settlement of the West, the Conservative government
adopted a scheme in 1881 to allow companies to purchase large blocks
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of land at $2 per acre. In return, the company was required to establish
two settlers on each of the odd and even numbered sections within a
five-year period. The companies were also to benefit from a govern
ment rebate of $160 for every bona fide homesteader who settled on the
land. The government hoped that by selling ten million acres of land to
the colonization companies it could "recover the twenty-five million
dollars they had pledged to the Canadian Pacific Railway syndi
cate...."36

Although some companies initially offered investors windfall
profits, the schemes were largely a disappointment." Crop failures in
Manitoba and critical press reports of the scheme lessened the attrac
tiveness of the West for potential immigrants prior to 1885. Then the
uprising of 1885 ''. . .brought settlement to a virtual halt, and dealt a
damaging blow to John A. Macdonald's vision of a densely populated
Canadian West. "38

Because of the inability of these private corporations to attract
settlers, twenty-seven companies had negotiated termination of their
contractual obligation in 1887.39 For a number of reasons the scheme
failed and most companies went bankrupt.

With the availability of substantial amounts of arable land in the
United States and the decline in the price of agricultural products,
the development of the west stagnated. Macdonald dreamed of
building the Canadian West while company directors entertained
visions of securing astronomical profits. Their prognostics were
based on hope rather than corroborative evidence. The failure of
colonization companies contributed to the waning of the enthusi
asm which had characterized the early 1880s and to the general
discouragement and meagre progress of settlement which persisted
into the next decade.w

The government colonization scheme of 1881 had not been accep
table to Laurie. He had written, "it tends to perpetuate a sectionalism
and exclusiveness at variance with the best interests of the country, and
to prevent the intimate fusion to the people of different races into that
of the homogeneous whole so desirable in a new country."14 Further
more, Laurie maintained that immigrants should come West at their
own expenses without the aid of colonization companies, to ensure
that only the most ambitious, hardy settlers would be attracted. Money
should only be loaned to immigrants who came out to the land, with
the land as security. This was to ensure that, as debtors, they would
have something to lose if they left. Granting reserves or colonies to
companies on the condition that they bring in settlers would encourage
block settlements and could hinder immigration if the companies were
lax in fulfilling their contracts.

Laurie argued that by giving land to colonization companies, it
could be tied up for years without being settled. This was unacceptable
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since, as Laurie stressed, so much of the land was not free for settle
ment anyway: "The necessary grant to the Pacific Railway Company,
and the school and Hudson's Bay Company Reserves - the two latter
requiring nearly one-ninth of all the land south of the North Saskat
chewan - when added to.the tracts of untillable land, such as to be
found in all countries, greatly reduce the amount to be selected from by
settlers."42

Laurie was also critical of the practice of "landlordism . . . as it
affects the British Isles today." Immigrants brought over by sham
colonization companies would soon find themselves indebted to their
landlords. "After a lifetime spent on enriching the promoters of the
society, these men will find themselves without homes and completely
at the mercy of their landlords, for such the promoters of the schemes
will turn out. All the taxes and assessments on the lands must be paid
by the occupant, while all profits, present and prospective, will go to
the landlord."43 Laurie qualified his position, however, when he noted
that colonization companies might be desirable if they would settle
people in areas where settlement might not easily take hold. If they
continued to settle people in areas where immigrants were already
going, they would remain, in most cases, unnecessary.

Laurie was harshly critical of those immigrants he thought could
not conform to the Anglo-Canadian mould. In response to the possi
bility of Mennonite settlers coming West he wrote: "The Mennonites
are perhaps a very good sort of people in their way, but we would prefer
native Canadians, English farmers and Germans direct from the
fatherland, as future occupiers of the North-West Territories."44 The
Mennonite request for special status that would exempt them from
military service was unacceptable. This special status threw into doubt
their patriotism and loyalty. There was no need to accept into the
Territories groups who might not be willing to die for their country,
and furthermore, "...the North-West is bound to fill up, and its
resources will be developed in due time, because circumstances are
favourable in every particular, tending strongly in that direction, more
so at this time heretofore. Therefore, special privileges or exemptions
in favour of any creed or sect, to insure successful occupation, are
neither necessary, wise or judicious, by anymeans."45

Mormons were another group that Laurie singled out as unsuita
ble settlers for the Territories. Their polygamous marriages were in
direct defiance of the law and could not be tolerated. They too settled
in colonies and tended to divide communities where they settled. As
Laurie put it: "Canada cannot permit the planning of a system in her
midst that will cause a repetition of the troubles that have so long
convulsed Utah and Colorado."46 It was the proclivity of the Mormons
to settle together, achieving their aims by gaining control of local
government, that offended Laurie most.
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In an article entitled "Hebrew Immigration" Laurie also indicated
apprehension over the proposed Jewish settlement in Western Canada,
led by Baron de Hirsch. Though sympathetic to their plight in Russia, he
objected to special status being given to these prospective immigrants.

If aliens seek to make homes they must be required to conform to
all the conditions imposed upon the natives of the Eastern Provin
ces who came West at their own expense, prepared to bear their
share of the political burdens devolving on them in the develop
ment of the country; and if exceptional privileges are to be given to
any class our own people should be the favoured ones.s?

Laurie again emphasized that the new society in the West had to be
homogeneous: "We object to planting in a solid mass a body of men
whose sympathies are all alien to the country, and whose chief efforts
will be to perpetuate the customs and methods of their fatherland and
prevent assimilation with the surrounding population."48 This is not to
say that Laurie was overtly anti-Semetic. He felt that Jewish settlers or
any colonies on the public domain were free to hold their religious
beliefs as long as they were not at variance with the prevailing laws of
the land. As Laurie wrote, "it was not too much to require obedience to
our laws in return for free homes and other advantages given to
them."49 Laurie ended his polemic, however, with a warning that the
Jewish settlers could provide the same problems as the Mennonites in
Manitoba, who "are aliens in much that goes to make a good citizen."
Like the Mormons who threatened to be troublesome,

...this foreign speaking Jewish colonization scheme is objection
able on account of the tenacity with which they will cling together,
ignoring the true development of the country, striving only after
the preservation of their own particular tenets and practices. If
scattered throughout the country, surrounded by people of liberal
ity and intelligence, they would be much more likely to enter into
competition with their neighbours, developing the energy so char
acteristic of their own race where they mix on equal terms with a
surrounding population; in the end becoming good citizens and
none the less faithful in their traditions that they are loyal to the
country of their adoption. 50

Laurie occasionally pointed Canadians to the United States for
lessons on immigration policy. He wrote that for years the Americans
did not believe that a man who was untrue to his native land would be
the same in the land of his adoption. He indicated that the Americans
were too anxious to attract settlers of any class.

The hope that they would become citizens as well as settlers has not
been realized. Foreign nationalities were planted, and customs and
habits of thought ahen to American progress nourished until they
have become important elements in politics and seriously threaten
the prosperity of the country. Colonies especially of non-English
speaking races, have always proved non-progressive and often an
impediment in the way of settlement. Much as an increase in
population is to be desired, we must be careful not to pay too dearly
for it. 51
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Caution would also need to be exercised in dealing with French
Canadians who were trying to establish their influence in the West. The
blame for Riel's presence in 1885 did not rest solely with the failure of
Western authorities to capture him in 1869. In Laurie's opinion the
blame also lay with the politicians from Quebec, whose "prejudices
have been consulted to the detriment of the majority."52 Now after a
second "rebellion" the cries for amnesty must certainly be denied.
Laurie reacted strongly to requests for special consideration for the
rebels. Though he tried to maintain the appearance of impartiality in
his writings, there were times when he could not hide his feelings
towards the French Canadians. Laurie found it audacious that the
French Canadians not only wanted amnesty for Riel but were also
demanding "State aid to migration of French Canadians to the North
West, with fair distribution of public offices among them."53 Laurie
replied:

If any class of people choose to come here and make homes for
themselves, well and good. They may settle either in a colony or
scatter about the country, whether the immigrants be French
Canadians or anything else. Farming colonies of any class, espe
cially if they are not English speaking, does not promote the same
advancement and general prosperity, the same improvement in the
condition ofcolonists as to be secured by a free admixture of races.
Colonists of a particular class are too apt to strive for preservation
of customs and methods that however well suited they may be
deemed for old and thickly settled districts, are out of place in a
new country, whose development calls for the best energies of its
people and the best system of management. 54

As to the suggestion that the French-Canadians ought to receive their
fair share of offices Laurie responded:

The country is as free to French-Canadian as to any others, and if
they feel like coming they will be made welcome. As to the distribu
tion of offices, they must take their chances with those who were
here before them. A look at the civil service roll will show that they
have so far received a very fair share of good things in the shape of
offices the Government has to dispense. 55

After 1885, Laurie remained ambiguous on the question of
French-Canadian immigration to the West. Privately in his diary of
1869 he had expressed reservations about French-Canadian settle
ment, but in the Herald, he was more cautious. He did publish an
article outlining the intentions of the Orangemen in Manitoba who
were encouraging immigration from Protestant areas in Britain to
offset attempts by French-Canadians "to capture Manitoba and the
North-West."56 Laurie, however, did not take sides in this matter; he
reiterated that "colonies of any class are undesirable on any grounds"
and then added that the standard of eligibility for settlement in the
West was "willingness and ability to work."57

In 1896, Clifford Sifton, the Minister of the Interior in Laurier's
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government, initiated an ambitious promotion to attract settlers from
Europe to the West. Among those who answered his call were immi
grants whom Laurie found objectionable. By 1898 the tone of the
articles relating to immigration changed; the articles and editorials
began to take on a note of urgency for the assimilation of non-English
speaking immigrants (although he never specifically mentioned French
Canadians). This change in emphasis coincided with articles published
in the Herald by Protestant ministers expressing concern over the
growing number of aliens coming to the West. His derogatory com
ments on the cultures of non-English speaking people and the inferior
ity of alien cultures increased as more immigrants arrived. Previously
Laurie had criticized these people for their failure to learn English, but
now his criticisms extended to their cultural and social practices.

The Galicians were singled out as examples of the worst of the new
flood' of immigrants. In one article Laurie wrote: "They are as tough a
looking lay-out. as can be imagined, and the Lord only knows what
possessed the Department of the Interior to dump such people on the
Territories. They are not even fit for Manitoba which takes anything to
make a showing, figuratively speaking."58 The influx of diseases was
also linked to the Galicians. "Coming in such crowds as they do there is
a danger of bringing contagious diseases with them. Measles and
diptheria have already been traced to them in the Territories, and more
recently a vessel arrived with a thousand Galicians and amongst them
five cases of small pOX."~9 The blame for this situation was placed
entirely with the immigration policy of the Liberal Government of Sir
Wilfrid Laurier which was dotting the country with these undesirable
colonies.

The Doukhobors were another target of Laurie's more emotional
attacks. He was particularly bitter that these new immigrants had their
passage paid to the West and were fed on the trip as well. "Being fed
and clothed at the public expense the Russians are given an advantage
over the Canadians, who have to rustle for themselves. To give aliens,
for aliens they will continue as long as they perpetuate their present
mode of living - the monopoly of homestead entry in a rich country
into which a Canadian or British immigrant may not enter is unpatrio
tic and most unjust."60

Laurie also used sensationalized reports from other newspapers.
In an article entitled "Undesirable Immigrants" Laurie published the
official report ofembarkation: "The count showed 1,977 Doukhobors.
This includes a number of cripples who had to be brought down on
sledges, and three or four idiots, who were not capable ofwalking from
the buildings to the steamer."61 To this Laurie sardonically responded:
"A nice kind of people to bring out to open up a country where clear
heads and strong arms are so much valued in the work ofdevelopment."62

Laurie began to print sarcastic reports on the customs of the
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groups he found unsuitable. His relative silence on the customs of
people who were willing to work, which was the trend up until the late
1890s, began to give way to intolerance. Of the Doukhobor marriage
ceremony he wrote:

It is simpler and less ceremonious than even marriages among the
Indians. The high contracting parties shake hands and kiss each
other and they are ~an and wife. Five su~h marriages took place o.n
the way from Halifax to St. John. WIll Mr. Sifton honor their
prejudices in this matter by exempting them from coming under
the marriage law as they are from military service? Their peculiar
tenets must have been respected or they might as well have been left
in Russia.P

In the late 1890s he once again singled out the Jewish immigrants.
The special status given them and their inability to assimilate were now
raised more strongly than they had been earlier.

Other concessions are promised them, but judging. from past expe
rience of Jews as colonists they will only reside on their claims as
long as they get something for nothing. The placing of a thousand
families of these most exclusive alien foreigners In a group will
make another blotch on the map of the country. The town railway
station and post office will bear the name of the rabbi through
whose exertions a thousand families are to be transferred from a
Government that does not want them to one with whose popula
tion they willnever assimilate. The country is paying too much for
them, for they will never become good Canadians.v'

After publishing a report from the Edmonton Bulletin which
contained complaints about the problems created by blocks of "alien"
settlers, Laurie claimed to have been vindicated. These were issues that
had long concerned the Herald. True, in the early years when the
prospects for settlers were uncertain it was easier to justify allowing
non-English speaking settlers into the West, but now it was no longer
necessary. Experience had shown, Laurie argued, that block colonies
would hot assimilate and often broke up as soon as government
assistance was withdrawn. "Help English speaking people to homes on
as easy terms as the coming 'colonists' are given," Laurie pleaded, "and
there will be no fear for the future."65 Failure to provide British
incentives, however, would result in trouble.

One non-English speaking group that Laurie did favour for set
tlement, however, were the Finns, from Russia. They were intelligent,
well-educated and industrious, they paid their own way, they came of
their own free will; in short they possessed a high moral character.
Also, though he did not state it, they were from Northern Europe and
Protestant. As Laurie wrote, "they form a most desirable class of
immigrant."66 He then went on to compare the Finns to the Galicians,
whoit was rumoured were coming in even greater numbers, because of
free food and clothing in the winter and government assistance in the
summer. "Unlike the Finns, who will leave their families behind until
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they have homes prepared, the Galicians will bring their wives with
them and let them do the digging and the ploughing."67 Language,
then, was not always the determining factor. A good work ethic, and
the desire to "make it on one's own," were perhaps even more impor
tant qualities for the proper "class of settler."

One measure for determining the degree of civilization of immi
grants was the way in which they treated their women. While Laurie
admired the Finns for leaving their women in Europe until a proper
home had been established, he quite clearly found the manner in which
the Galicians and the Doukhobors treated their women most offensive.
He found it incredible that: "At three different places there are twenty
two [Doukhobor] women hitched to a breaker plough and turning
over sod, and somewhere else about seventy women at work digging
with spades."68 Laurie included a story from a gentleman in Winnipeg,
who reported seeing Doukhobor women harnessed to a plough,
because "it was not believed possible that the mild mannered Russians
would make draught animals of their wives and daughters."69 These
stories were particularly offensive to Victorians who believed that a
woman's place was in the home, protected from the outside world.

Laurie was opposed to giving the vote to the new immigrant
before they were "educated" and he believed that an uneducated immi
grant would automatically vote Liberal since it was under a Liberal
government that they were ushered West. Universal male suffrage
would give the immigrants control of constituencies before they were
assimilated or before they understood the practices of British demo
cracy. Some of his choicest words were reserved for this issue:

The Doukhobors with all their good qualities, deserve even less
than some of their more ignorant neighbours. They have concien
tious scruples against learning the English language lest it should
alienate them from their own traditions and hasten assimilation
with our people. Compulsory education and an educational test for
citizenship would be a reasonable offset to their selfish exclusive
ness. If they will not learn the language of their adopted country
they are not likely to give the study of its constitution the attention
necessary to vote upon it intelligently. 70

In the long run, of course, Laurie wanted to treat the disease, not
just the symptoms. He saw the real cure in strict immigration regula
tions. Only the best immigrants, most able to assimilate, would be
accepted. Equally as important as choosing hard working, preferably
English speaking immigrants, was the development of a proper system
of settlement. Settling in block colonies led to the fragmentation of
society. Small pockets of immigrants did not form the organic society
Laurie hoped to establish. The interests of the parts should not be
greater than the whole, yet this was the direction in which the govern
ment policy of colonization was leading. But by opposing block set
tlement, Laurie was unconsciously contributing to the triumph of the
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independent farmers, free from the national and imperial ideas he
hoped would influence them. These farmers began a tradition of direct
action to redress their grievances, a practice at odds with Laurie's
conception of change in an organic society where change must be
directed through proper channels. Immigrants who struggled to eke
out an existence on their 160-acre homesteads often looked to direct
political action to resolve their problems without careful consideration
of national or imperial interests. Here, the environment, contrary to
his liking, did have a levelling effect. Like Abe Spalding, the hero of
Frederick Philip Grove's Fruits of the Earth, whose outlook was
profoundly affected by the prairie elements, the ideas of the farmer
were shaped more by the environment than they were by the ideas of
journalists like Laurie. As Abe stated of farming in Southern Manit
oba: "Farming! There are farms all over the country down East. But I
never dreamt of anything like this. It's like being in a prison, cast off by
the world."71

The false-fronted facade of Western society was unmistakably
Anglo-Canadian but behind this front were many who could not
escape the influence of the environment nor did many have time to pay
much heed to these imposed structures. The prairie environment of
vast open spaces may have contributed to the isolation of cultures from
prevailing public opinion. Yet vestiges of Laurie's views re-emerge
periodically throughout the West (and indeed all of Canada) in ubiqui
tous complaints of racial and cultural intolerance. For two decades
Laurie pounded home his message to residents of the Battleford area.
He argued relentlessly against foreign and particular interest groups,
and continually presented what he believed were the aspirations of the
"whole" in the Herald. Initially it seemed to him that he was fighting a
losing battle. Anglo-Canadians, however, still held key positions in the
emerging society of the Territories and this, together with Laurie's
polemics, ensured that Anglo-Canadians would feel most comfortable
in Western Canadian society of the late nineteenth century.
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ABSTRACT. The settlement of agriculturally marginal land by Ukrainian immigrants in West
ern Canada before 1914 has given rise to claims that the Canadian government actively discrimi
nated against Ukrainian settlers. Although coercion was employed by the Crown, it was
infrequent and was not used to direct Ukrainians on to inferior lands. It was rather a strategy to
break the sequence of chain migration and establish new nuclei of Ukrainian settlement across the
West. An examination of the circumstances surrounding the open confrontation in 1897 between
Ukrainian settlers and the Crown at Fish Creek, Saskatchewan, illustrates this point.

RESUME
La colonisation de terres marginales sur le plan agricole par des immigrants ukrainiens dans

l'Ouest canadien avant 1914 est it la base de revendications selon lesquelles Ie gouvernement
canadien etait discriminatoire envers ces colonisateurs. Bien que la Couronne recourut it la
coercition, elle Ie fit rarement et ne cherchait pas it diriger les Ukrainiens vers des terres de
moindre qualite. C'etait une strategic qui visait plutot it contrer le mouvement de migration it la
chaine et it disserniner de nouveaux noyaux de colonisateurs ukrainiens it travers l'Ouest. Un
examen des circonstances entourant la confrontation ouverte entre les colonisateurs ukrainiens et
la Couronne en 1897 -it Fish Creek, Saskatchewan, vient illustrer cette idee.

One of the most intriguing questions concerning the settlement of
Ukrainians in Western Canada in the period 1892-1914 is the nature of
the relationship between the immigrant and the Canadian Department
of the Interior. Most of the Ukrainian immigrants who entered Canada
with the intention of seeking homestead lands in the West were leader
less and penurious. Many of them settled on lands now regarded as
marginal for agricultural settlement, and rejected or bypassed by
settlers of other nationalities. In consequence it has often been
assumed that the Canadian government actively discriminated against
Ukrainians forcing them to accept agriculturally inferior homesteads
on the margins of settlement.

In left-wing Ukrainian-Canadian historiography it has been pop
ular to claim that the settlement of the West was arranged in Napoleo
nic style. Ukrainian immigrants were allegedly "hurled at the country
by the trainload" where the government "allotted" them the worst
lands:

...not the clear prairies nor the rolling foothills, but rather the
tough, heavily wooded rock strewn, bog infested quarter sections
on the northern half of Canada's western parklands.!

This claim, which still enjoys popularity in left-wing scholarship,
was first voiced in 1898 when the Winnipeg Nor' Wester attempted to
generate political capital out of an incident in which Ukrainian settlers
were treated most unfairly by the government which tried to force them
to settle where they did not wish to.? Many were later confirmed in
their beliefs by the remarks of Sir Clifford Sifton, made in defence of
his Slavic immigration policy. Sifton, extolling the virtues of the
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Ukrainian pioneer, noted that they would settle rough lands rejected
by others and would be successful in bringing them into production.t

Both Anglo-Canadian and Ukrainian-Canadian authors have
alleged government discrimination as well. In 1931, C. H . Young
termed the settlement of Ukrainians in the West "a fiasco," and blamed
the government for their settlement of submarginal land.! In 1947,
Vera Lysenko reiterated this theme. She claimed Ukrainian settlement
was administered in an authoritarian fashion: "Those in charge of
immigration and settlement - hurled the [Ukrainian] settlers at the
land without plan or thought for the future."> Petro Krawchuk also
supports the thesis that settlement of marginal lands was forced upon
the Ukrainians by Canadian government officials who "were quite
brutal in their dealings with European immigrants, especially so with
those [Ukrainians] from Galicia and Bukowina."6 More recently popu
lar works by Myrna Kostash and Helen Potrebenko imply government
indifference to the fate of the Ukrainian settlers, if not an outright
determination to exploit them by deliberately placing them on the
poorest lands open to settlement." According to Potrebenko:

The first wave immigrants (1892-1914) were usually easy to
handle because they didn't speak English and many were illiterate
even in their own language. Immigration agents simply told them
where the "good" lands were, pointed them in the direction they
were to go and never thought about them again. When a new area
was opened to settlement, immigration agents took a group of
people there, and then their friends had to follow."

Left-wing Ukrainian-Canadian historiography thus holds the
government to be directly answerable for the Ukrainians' occupation
of large tracts of agriculturally marginal land. Historians and histori
cal geographers writing from other philosophical standpoints have
ascribed Ukrainian settlement on marginal territory to a variety of
other causes: ignorance of alternative opportunities; lack of better
lands open to settlement; erroneous evaluation of land capability; and
an overwhelming determination to secure timber on their homestead
land.

. The role of the government in the immigration and settlement of
Ukrainians in the Canadian West has been examined by Vladimir
Kaye; some of the interactions of the government, the immigrants and
the press, by John Lehr and Wayne Moodie, but the claims of left-wing
historiography that coercion was a significant causal factor of the
geography of Ukrainian settlement have not yet been seriously exam
ined.? This paper addresses this question of coercion as a factor in the
process of Ukrainian settlement in the West. It attempts to explain the
often complex but usually consistent relationship between the officials
of the Department of the Interior and the newly-arrived Ukrainian
immigrant, and seeks also to assess the degree to which the Ukrainians'
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occupation of submarginal land may be attributed to discrimination
by the Crown.

Ukrainian Settlement

Although Ukrainian immigrants had settled in Western Canada
as early as 1891, it was not until 1895 that they came to government
notice. The numbers entering Canada were few and since they all came
from the Austrian administered province of Galicia (Halychyna) they
were referred to as Austrians and assumed ipso facto to be ethnically
German. The mass immigration of Ukrainians to Canada began in
1896 after the circulation of Dr. Josef Oleskow's two immigration
pamphlets, Pro Vilni Zemli and 0 Emigratsii, throughout the Western
Ukraine, but it was some time before Ukrainians began to arrive in the
West en masse [Figure 1].10
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Figure l. Ukrainian Immigration into Canada. 1891-1914.

Until1896 all Ukrainians entering the Canadian West looking for
free homestead land settled at Star, near Josephburg, about forty miles
northeast of Edmonton, because of the presence of a small settlement
of Vblksdeursche from Galicia there. Later arrivals settled in the area
because of the growing presence of a familiar social and linguistic
milieu, kinship ties and because they were attracted to the physical
environment of the aspen parkland belt.

Since they originated from the wooded lands of the Carpathian
foothills of Galicia, almost all the Ukrainian immigrants shunned the
open prairies and sought the economic and, perhaps, the psychological
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security of the parkland belt. Costs of settlement were far lower in the
parkland than on the open prairie and, for the Ukrainian settlers, few
of whom had much capital,' the lure of a guaranteed supply of timber,
so vital for fuel, fencing, and building, was very strong indeed. II

The Canadian government first took an active role in settling
Ukrainian settlers in the West in 1896. UntiI 1900 the Department of
the Interior maintained a loose liaison with Dr. Oleskow, of L'viw,
who organized and dispatched groups of immigrants from Galicia.
Canadian officials attempted to place these groups in Western Canada
so as to accommodate both their and Oleskow's preferences for specific
locations.t- During 1896 new settlements of Ukrainians were estab
lished in Manitoba, at Cook's Creek (East Selkirk), Stuartburn, and
Dauphin, the last two in accordance with the suggestions of Oleskow
himself. 13 The immigrants were all well satisfied with the locations, a
cause of some satisfaction among the Crown officials charged with the
successful placement of immigrants.

At this time the Department of the Interior had no legal authority
to require immigrants of any nationality to homestead in any specific
location. All immigrants were free to settle wherever they wished on
Crown land provided that land had not been set aside as a government
timber berth, railway land grant, or Indian Reserve. The small staff of
immigration workers scattered throughout the West functioned as
advisors and administrators whose duty it was to oversee the orderly
occupation of homestead lands and to ensure that settlers were placed
so as to reduce agricultural failures and subsequent abandonment of
land. No legal authority ever backed their efforts; they achieved their
goals through persuasion, by accommodating the wishes of the immi
grants and, on occasion, illegally, by deception and application of
force.

The mass immigration of Ukrainians began in earnest in 1897.
The staff of the immigration branch in the West soon found themselves
overwhelmed by their numbers and it became impossible for them to
handle incoming Ukrainians on a personal basis. Commissioner of
Immigration William F. McCreary, stationed in Winnipeg, found it
increasingly difficult to balance the political concerns of his superiors
in Ottawa against the wishes of the majority of newly arrived settlers
who wanted to join their kinfolk and compatriots already established
in the West. While problems of language exacerbated the situation,
political controversy surrounding the immigration and settlement of
Ukrainians placed the most serious burden on McCreary's shoulders. 14

The Politics ofSettlement

By 1897 the immigration of Ukrainians into Canada had become a
politically contentious issue. The Liberal administration defended
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Clifford Sifton's policy of seeking Slavic immigrants but the Conserva
tive opposition and its press attacked the Liberal policy and Slav
immigrants with xenophobic fervour. 15 Ukrainians were dismissed as
"riff-raff...foreign scum," undesirable material for building their
vision of a British northwestin Canada. Conservative newspapers such
as the Nor'Wester demanded that the Slavs be segregated from the
British and northern Europeans when settled in the West. At the same
time they railed against the settlement of any foreigners en bloc,
arguing that the formation of large ethnically homogeneous settle
ments would constitute a potentially fatal attack upon the Britannic
nature of the West, and would cast the future of the Dominion into
doubt. This political controversy surrounding the settlement of
Ukrainians heightened the need for the government to settle newly
arrived immigrants as quickly as possible and to place them in a variety
of widely scattered settlements so to prevent the growth of massive
block settlements.

Immigration Commissioner McCreary despaired of creating sev
eral new centres of Ukrainian settlement across the West without any
legal authority to force immigrants into specific locations." Despite
the government's refusal to grant him this authority, he and his staff
eventually established a scattering of Ukrainian settlements across the
parkland belt [Figure 2].

This was not achieved painlessly. Chain migration encouraged the
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Figure 2. Ukrainian Settlements in Western Canada, 1905.
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formation of ethnically homogeneous settlements so Crown agents
soon became aware of the difficulties of deflecting incoming Ukrain
ians away from established settlements, where they had relatives, into
empty areas newly opened for settlement. There is no documentary
evidence that the Department of the Interior ever resorted to draco
nian measures to achieve their ends. However, in 1897 the Conserva
tive press alleged that Ukrainian settlers were "placed" in the West by
being forcibly ejected at random at each station along the railway line
between Winnipeg and Yorkton.!? This unsubstantiated report was
strongly denied and labelled as "malicious misrepresentation, false
hood and slander," by the Liberal, and generally more responsible
press. It was, in fact, probably founded on rumour and hearsay and
rebroadcast to generate political capital for the Conservative party. 18

Most such sensational allegations had little foundation in fact, but
there is no doubt that Crown Agents occasionally employed coercion
to attain their aims. What is in question is the frequency with which it
was employed, and the extent to which it was a factor in determining
the geography of Ukrainian settlement.

Since Crown agents strove to attain the successful agricultural
settlement of immigrants, it would have been illogical for them to force
immigrants to locate in poor areas where the chance of agricultural
failure was high. Indeed, immigration agents generally showed a com
mendable interest in the welfare of those they helped to settle. Their
concern was both paternalistic and personal.'? They worried about
those who ignored their advice and settled in areas with little potential,
and often attempted to persuade them to relocate on to better land.

Illustrative of this was the serious view that Crown Agents took of
the activities of local land speculators among incoming settlers. In the
late 1890s speculators were urging newly arrived Ukrainians to pur
chase 40-acre lots near to the city of Winnipeg. Officials of the
Department of the Interior regarded this small acreage as impractical
for farming. To prevent the Ukrainians from buying such lots, they ran
colonist cars carrying Ukrainains straight through Winnipeg with
windows and doors locked - a fairly effective strategy - but one
which caused some resentrnent.w Similarly, the Crown attempted to
remove immigrants from unpromising locations. For example, a small
group of Ukrainians who had settled at Hun's Valley, Manitoba, on
sub-marginal agricultural land, were pressured to relocate. They
refused and were left to their fate. 21

Crown agents displayed a similar concern to prevent incoming
Ukrainians from settling on sub-marginal land in the Stuartburn area
of Manitoba. This area was initially settled in 1896 as Ukrainians chose
land on the eastern margins of the Red River Valley. At first the land
homesteaded was of reasonable quality and well suited for the type of
stock-rearing operation which the immigrants intended to establish.
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As settlement progressed subsequent arrivals found the better lands to
the west of the settlement nucleus already claimed and so settled on
empty lands to the east. Unfortunately the quality of the land
decreased dramatically as they moved eastwards. In their determina
tion to settle adjacent to relatives and friends immigrants paid little
heed to quality of Iand.P

By the turn of the century it was clear to many 0 bservers that
immigrants moving into the Stuartburn and Gimli districts were con
demning themselves to unnecessary hardship. Alternative sites for
settlement were still in abundant supply in Saskatchewan, Alberta, and
parts of Manitoba where other Ukrainians were already established.
Kyrilo [Cyril] Genik, one of the leaders of Dr. Oleskow's first parties
dispatched to Canada in 1896, employed by the government as an
official interpreter and de facto colonization officer, frequently met
incoming immigrant trains at Winnipeg and used all the arguments he
could muster to induce arrivals to avoid Stuartburn and Gimli and to
go instead to more promising destinations further west.>' His pleas
were often in vain. Immigrants continued to stream into the swamps
and marshes of the "Manitoba Badlands," where they reached their
homesteads often only after wading through miles of swampy land.>
Stefan Yendyk, a pioneer of the notorious Kreuzburg (Frazerwood)
district of Manitoba's Interlake district recalled the attempts of the
local immigration agent Philip Harvey to dissuade his family group
from settling in the Interlake area:

Then they came to our group - it was really a close family group
- and asked: "Where do you good people want to go?" And the
reply was "Gimli."

"So you want togo to Gimli!? Why do you want to go to
Gimli? There is no future there: neither you nor your children will
eat bread from that soil. That is poor land, wet and mosquito
infested," Harvey told them.

Mrs. Michael Humeny said: "We want to go because my
husband's brother is there."

My mother said: "My sister is there."
Others started to tell him that they wanted to go to Gimli

because there was plenty of wood. He listened for a while and then
said: "S ure my father is there; my brother is there; my devil, 'chert',
is there. All right go! You will break your necks there. If you ~o
where these other people are going [Yorkton and Sifton] you will
eat bread."

Yes, people should have listened to his advice. 25

The Conservative Winnipeg Telegram later claimed that the Minister
of the Interior callously placed the Ukrainians on such lands without
regard for their welfare and:

left them to bear as best they could the trials and sufferings incident
to the attempted settlement of districts that could only be reached
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by walking through five or six miles of water. Women-have shared
with men these sufferings, deliberately imposed on them by the
Minister....26

This was patently untrue, but there were a few instances of immi
grants being pressured to settle in specific locations. This usually
occurred when officials of the Department of the Interior were
attempting to create new nodes of Ukrainian settlement and in the
process had to break the chain of migration and overcome the immi
grants' reluctance to settle away from already established friends and
kinfolk.

Coercion

In 1897 a rapid inflow of poor immigrants resulted in the first
incident in which Ukrainian immigrants were forced to settle in a
specific location. The Immigration Sheds at Winnipeg had become
packed with immigrants and their families, most of them destitute
Bukovynians, who showed little inclination to either work or select
Iand.?? The problem showed little sign of abating and McCreary
reported to the Deputy Minister in Ottawa that he anticipated trouble
when 539 others would arrive.v This precipitated a crisis, for those
already in the Immigration Hall, who having overstayed their time,
were required to move out to make room for the newcomers.
McCreary offered two alternatives: either to proceed on their own to
wherever they wished to settle, or to be settled near Yorkton, Saskat
chewan, in an area of good farmland. Both alternatives were refused.
McCreary reported that:

A more ignorant, obstinate, unmanageable class, one could not
imagine, I have placed all sorts of plans before them, but they give
but one answer - "We want to get land in Cook's Creek or go
[back3[ to Austria, or we won't leave Winnipeg...." There is no
doubt about it, a certain amount of force has got to be used with
this class, as they will not listen to reason, and the more you do for
them the more they expect."

These immigrants were forcibly removed from the Immigration Hall
and placed on a train for Yorkton, where they formed the nucleus of a
new colony in that district. The immigrants, having failed to act on
their own initiative, were deprived of any freedom of choice when
events forced the government to take firm and arbitrary action.

From the reports submitted by William McCreary to James A.
Smart, the Deputy Minister of the Department of the Interior, it
appears that immigrants undecided as to their destination were
assigned to areas on the basis of: (1) availability of surveyed lands in
the various districts then being settled by Ukrainians; (2) the numbers
in each area still in the process of selecting land and (3) the availability
of space in the Immigration Sheds throughout the West at the time of
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colonist train arrivals. Arrangements for settlement were made as far
East as was possible, with the Government Agents and Interpreters
attempting to sort out immigrants into groups on the basis of their
declared destination. Those undecided as to destination were directed
to various areas in response to the above criteria and according to their
province of origin in the Western Ukraine. McCreary stated that".. .if
they were Galicians from Bukowina [sic] I would send them either to
Stuartburn or Yorkton; were they Galicians from Galicia proper, I
would probably send them to Edmonton...."30

Little trouble was experienced in settling immigrants in this
somewhat arbitrary fashion, for in most instances they were placed in
locations which suited their preferences in regards to land type. As
McCreary made clear, immigrants were generally placed with others of
similar cultural and religious background. Nevertheless, most Ukrain
ians were understandably reluctant to be directed to settle new areas
where none of their compatriots were established. It was during the
Department of the Interior's clumsy attempts to establish new settle
ments by directing immigrants into new areas that confrontation
between government and immigrants took place.

The growing number of arrivals in 1898 placed an increasing
strain on the system of distribution and settlement administered by
McCreary. Attempts to convince settlers to voluntarily settle new areas
were fruitless. All wished to go where the others had gone, a Ukrainian
trait well remarked by Department officials.t' Confrontation was not
inevitable as Department officials attempted to attain their goals in as
non-abrasive a fashion as possible. But this could not always be done.

In April 1898, rail communications between Winnipeg and
Edmonton were temporarily cut at Saskatoon. This compounded a
complicated and difficult situation which had arisen over the settle
ment of a group of Ukrainians who wished to go to Edmonton to join
friends, but who had no money to pay their fare. The Canadian Pacific
Railway Agent was reluctant to offer free transportation as these
immigrants had been brought in by the Northern Pacific line. An offer
to settle them at Pleasant Home, Manitoba, was refused even when
they were threatened with ejection from the Immigration Hal1.32Even
tually the C.P.R. agreed, somewhat reluctantly, to transport these
settlers to Edmonton free of charge, but was then unable to do so as it
had no engine on the north side of the Saskatchewan River at Saska
toon. In an attempt to break this impasse, Ottawa telegraphed
McCreary ordering their settlement "in Townships forty, forty-one,
and forty-two, Ranges twenty-seven and twenty-eight West [of]
Second,"33 that is, on the accessible south side of the Saskatchewan in
the unsettled Fish Creek district as close to water as possible.>
McCreary, in acknowledgement, declared his intention of locating as
many as possible at Fish Creek and Batoche.» This could probably
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have been done, albeit with some difficulty, had not the same instruc
tions been applied to another trainload of Ukrainian immigrants from
the boat "Bulgaria" which arrived in Winnipeg at the same time.

Unfortunately for McCreary, the Immigration Officers accom
panying the "Bulgaria" passengers had done their work en route too
well, and most of the immigrants were decided on locating in the
Edmonton district. Akerlindh, the senior government officer accom
panying the colonist train, complained that had their instructions been
received earlier, before striking out for more westerly parts:

...we could easily have induced them to go there, [Fish Creek or
Batoche] but we only received this communication after they had
made up their minds to go to certain parts, and it would have been
very difficult to get them to change their decision, in fact impossi
ble, and would in my humble opinion look a little odd, after we had
given them the' best possible advice and information before as to
the most suitable parts, and as I have said above a large number
have friends and relatives in the Edmonton district and were bound
for there and would go nowhere else.w

The first attempt at settling the Fish Creek area was thus never really
pressed. It was obvious that to do so would invite confrontation. Of
this group of immigrants, about 700 were eventually directed to
Edmonton, 125 to Dauphin and others to Pleasant Home, Yorkton
and Stuartburn.l? Nevertheless, measures to develop the Fish Creek
area were implemented and it was resolved that future parties would be
located there.

Colonization Agent Speers was entrusted with the delicate task of
endeavouring to locate "several families at least of the next large party
at that point."38 Shortly thereafter a large consignment of Ukrainian
immigrants arrived in Winnipeg, much to the dismay of Commissioner
McCreary, who was ill and unable to get about. Overworked, and at
the limit of his patience, McCreary disposed of his problem by dis
patching all 53 families (about 300-350 people) to Saskatoon under the
control of Speers, who was instructed to settle them all at Fish Creek.
Unaware of this, the immigrants were led to believe that they were
bound for settlement at either Edmonton or Dauphin."

The reason for the deception, explained McCreary, was that:

It is simply an impossibility, by persuasion, to get a number of
these people to go to a new colony, no matter how favoured, and
some ruse has to be played, or lock them in the cars as I did last year
with those going to Yorkton.40

As was bound to happen, the immigrants protested bitterly and broke
into open revolt when they learned of their intended destination. They
demanded to be taken to Edmonton or Dauphin, where many claimed
to have relatives and friends.s! Seventy-five of the Ukrainians refused
to submit to government direction or to consider location at Fish
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Creek. These began to walk back to Regina. Their major complaint
was the treeless environment and the absence of established Ukrainian
settlers.v Speers grew desperate and requested the North-West
Mounted Police to turn them back, by force of arms if necessary, but
his request was refused.P The intensity of the Ukrainians' reaction
took Speers by surprise. Although he may have anticipated some
argument it is evident that he had little idea that a major confrontation
would be precipitated:

Almost distracted with these people, rebellious, act fiendish, will
not leave cars, about seventy-five struck off walking [to] Regina,
perfectly uncontrollable. Nothing but pandemonium SInce leaving
Regina. Have exhausted all legitimate tactics with no avail.
Policeman here assisting situation - eclipses anything hitherto
known. Edmonton, Dauphin or die. Will not even go [to] inspect
country, have offered liberal inducements, threatened to kill inter
preter. Under existing circumstances strongly recommend their
return Edmonton and few Dauphin and get another consignment
people special train leaving this afternoon. Could take them Reg
Ina. Answer immediately am simply baffled and defeated - quiet
est and only method will be theIr return. Waiting reply. Mostly
have money and will pay fare. They are wicked.v'

In a further attempt to placate them and effect their settlement, the
Ukrainians were told that recent information from Edmonton and
Dauphin indicated that all homesteads in those areas were taken Up.45
To sweeten the pill somewhat the Government Agents also offered to
transport the immigrants to their selected homesteads on an individual
basis at no charge, with provision of three sacks of flour and five
bushels of potatoes for each family."

McCreary was determined not to give in to the immigrants. He felt
that a new colony must be established. To back down would perhaps
jeopardize the future creation of any new "colonies."47 He felt,
moreover, that the Ukrainians were fabricating claims to have relatives
in Edmonton and Dauphin merely as a pretext to join their compatri
ots in those areas." This was inimical to the government's interests.
The immigrants involved were equally determined to exercise their
will, and all but a few joined those walking to Regina, determined and,
it was claimed, arrnedl-? At this juncture McCreary, unwilling to risk
an armed confrontation, simply washed his hands of responsibility for
their welfare, holding that those walking south "...must suffer for
their indiscretions,"50 although ultimately he relented and the dissi
dents were transported to Edmonton and Dauphin.

Not all was in vain, however, for Crown Agents did succeed in
establishing a nucleus for the new settlement with twelve families who
were satisfied with the Fish Creek location.>' This gave considerable
satisfaction to those involved. Having established a nucleus of Ukrain
ian settlement they anticipated little trouble in locating further immi
grants there.v
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The difficulties encountered in establishing new settlements can
scarcely be overemphasized. Contrary to common supposition, the
Ukrainian immigrant was not disposed to go anywhere unless it suited
his convenience. This Commissioner McCreary knew well:

They are apparently an obstreperous, obstinate, rebellious lot. I
am Just about sick of these people. They are worse than cattle to
handle. You cannot get them, by persuasion or argument, to go to a
new colony except by force. They all want to go where the others
have ~one...unless you could see them, you could not understand
the disposition of this class. 53

It is significant, moreover, that these characteristics enumerated by
McCreary were manifested only when the government sought to chan
nel Ukrainian settlers into new areas. Difficulties were then expe
rienced regardless of the agricultural quality of the area involved. This
suggests that social factors were paramount in the immigrants' evalua
tion of any area for settlement. Paradoxically, the government expe
rienced little trouble in settling some of the worst sub-marginal
agricultural areas in the West, for example, the Kreuzberg area of the
Manitoba Interlake, yet they encountered determined resistance to the
settlement of far more promising areas, even of areas which approxi-
mated the type of environment being eagerly settled in other estab
lished areas of Ukrainian settlement. A convincing argument in sup
port of this contention is that the number of instances of conflict, even
of mild difficulty in settling incoming Ukrainians, practically ceased
after 1899. Once a number of settlement nuclei had been established
the task of the government was greatly eased. Occasion for confronta
tion diminished as incoming settlers gravitated to areas where they had
relatives and friends. The interaction between government and immi
grant then declined, though it did not cease.

The lessening of friction between immigrant and government may
be partially explained by the development of a more efficient system of
handling immigrants. After 1899 immigrants were routinely sorted as
to their destination at Halifax or Montreal, or while en route to
Winnipeg. They could then be shipped directly to their destination,
without stop-over in Winnipeg. This overcame indecision, prevented
the more credulous from being influenced by land speculators, and got
the settler onto the land without delay. Yet no matter how efficient the
organization of the Department of the Interior, problems were inevit
able when attempts were made to direct Ukrainians into new areas for
settlement, given their attitude towards settlement away from friends
and kin.

Conclusion

The Department of the Interior was obliged to use force to create a
relatively small number of new nuclei of Ukrainian settlements. Once

~~~~~~~~~~~-_._._-
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these were established other Ukrainian immigrants could be chan
nelled into them with ease, for most were then eager to locate alongside
their compatriots and kin. Thus, although force was used to settle some
immigrants, as at Fish Creek, it affected only the first few families
placed in the new area. Other immigrants subsequently located in that
locality of their own free will, which suggests that the reluctance of the
first settlers to accept land in the area was founded largely upon their
fear of settlement without the benefits of the security of an already
established nucleus of settlers of their own nationality. At Fish Creek
the type of land may also have been a factor invoking resistance, but it
is difficult to ascertain the degree to which it precipitated the confron
tation. It is quite probable that even the independently minded Hutsuls
from Bukovyna who led the "Fish Creek rebellion" might have been
persuaded to have settled in the area had there been Ukrainians already
established there.

Governmental coercion was seldom backed by physical force.
Agents of the Department of the Interior attempted to persuade immi
grants to go to certain locations by offering inducements of financial
aid or provision of supplies. If that failed to win compliance they
threatened to leave the immigrants to their own devices; to withdraw
government interpreters, deny free transportation and let the immi
grants fare as best they could in the face of government indifference to
their fate.

Physical violence was repudiated by the government. In 1897, a
Jewish interpreter used a whip upon Ukrainian immigrants seeking
land near Saltcoats, Saskatchewan. Thomas McNutt, the agentover
seeing their settlement, was outraged:

Even big strong men cringed before him and took the lash meekly,
although he was a miserable little runt that a good big lad could
handle. I cautioned him not to use that whip any more but he said
that was the only way to manage them. I found him striking the
women. I kicked him off the platform, and wired Winnipeg to get
him recalled or I was through with the whole business. He left on
the next train and we saw no more of him.>'

Such incidents were clearly atypical. When Ukrainian immigrants
were subject to coercion in settlement it was initiated by a local or
regional official and was not at the behest of Ottawa. Department
correspondence dealing with Ukrainian settlement contains no indica
tion that the government ever contemplated the use of force in order to
effect any clearly thought-out strategy in the settlement of Ukrainians
in the Canadian West.

The Ukrainians' occupation of much sub-marginal territory was
not a result of being forced to settle in areas to which they objected on
environmental grounds. When coercion was applied it was to prevent
the growth of large block settlements which were seen as a potential
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political danger by the ruling Anglo-Canadian elite. Immigrants were
channelled only within the bounds of the parkland belt of the West
where they preferred to settle. There is no documented case ofcoercion
applied in a deliberate attempt to prevent Ukrainians from obtaining
high quality land or to direct them on to inferior land. On the contrary,
the Department of the Interior showed concern over the determination
of some Ukrainians to settle on marginal lands so as to obtain a supply
of timber or to secure the benefits of settlement alongside friends and
relatives. 55 Rather than seek an explanation of the Ukrainians' occupa
tion of extensive tracts of marginal land in the myth of governmental
discrimination it should be sought elsewhere, in the strong links which
bound Ukrainian peasant farmers together and caused them to want to
go "where the others have gone."
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ABSTRACT. This paper argues that the poet Stephan G. Stephansson and his Icelandic immi
grant generation did not see themselves completely as Canadians. Yet Stephansson knew that his
North American experience set him apart from those living in Iceland. He was confronted with a
sense of a dual cultural identity, which left him somewhere between Iceland and Canada. His
retention of the Icelandic language and cultural heritage along with his acceptance of western life
created a new identity, that of a West Icelander. To a degree his attitudes are expressed in his
poetry.

RESUME
La presente etude revele que le poete Stephan Stephansson et sa generation immigrante

islandaise ne se consideraient pas comme etant cornpletement canadiens. Or, Stephansson savait
que son experience de l'Amerique du Nord le distinguait de ceux qui vivaient en Islande. II sentait
son identite culturelle confrontee aune dualite qui le partagea entre l'Islande et le Canada. Par le
maintien de la langue islandaise et de son heritage culturel et en s'adaptant ala vie de l'Ouest, une
nouvelle identite prit forme: il devint un Islandais de I'Ouest. Sa poesie est, jusqu'a un certain
point, le reflet de ses idees.

The Canadian principle of "unity through diversity" and the
creation of a multicultural mosaic in which ethnic groups co-exist with
each other and with the dominant Anglo-Canadianculture in a rela
tionship of mutual toleration is a recent creation. Indeed, late
nineteenth- and early twentieth-century Canadian ideology was frankly
assimilationist throughout vigorous campaigns to attract immigrants.
Despite this, rural bloc settlement, language barriers, endogamy, job
segregation, religious affiliation and economic class all worked against
the immigrants' quick and total absorption into Canadian society.
Because of these inherent barriers to integration, Canada traditionally
has preferred those from "the United States, the British Isles and
certain Northern European countries, namely France, Belgium, Hol
land, Switzerland, Germany, Denmark, Norway, Sweden and Ice
land" 1; immigrants from these countries have always been perceived as
being easily "Canadianized" by virtue of "their close kinship to people
of Anglo-Saxon origin in traditions, history and ideals.'? But even
these newcomers had to tackle the major problem of whether to bow to
the pressures to conform or whether to find a way to accommodate the
homeland culture with the new.

The Scandinavians and the Icelanders in particular coped with the
assimilationist policies of the government and its assumption of their
quick integration into Canadian society by learning to physically adapt
to their new environment while stubbornly retaining a strong sense of
cultural identity. This solution to the Icelanders' dilemma resolved
itself only in the early 1920s following the disillusionment of the
aftermath of the Great War. Many Icelanders had entered Canadian
and American life with the objective of becoming "good citizens" of
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their adopted land, and in their eagerness they soon lost sight of their
cultural roots. The rise of communism, the isolationism of the United
States and the questionable viability of the League of Nations forced
the Icelandic Canadians to reassess their values. In 1919, the Icelandic
National League was formed in Winnipeg with the objective ofpreserv
ing the Icelandic language and heritage by strengthening the cultural
bonds between the people of Iceland and the Vestur Islendingar (the
West Icelanders);'

One who "wrestled [with this problem] in my mind twenty years
ago"4 was a man known to be the most intelligent resident of the
Icelandic colony in Alberta;' Stephan G. Stephansson. Perhaps more
than any other West Icelander Stephansson exemplified the Iceland
ers' accommodation of the two cultures. While a pioneer farmer in
Wisconsin, the Dakota Territory and Alberta, Stephansson grappled
with new skills needed for survival- the cutting and hewing of timbers
and the cultivation of the soil. On the other hand, he retained and
refined his knowledge of the Icelandic language and history and of the
ancient poetic forms which constitute the foundation of Icelandic
culture. These he used to preach to his countrymen his criticism of the
social order, as well as to define the beauties of nature.

Iceland, at the time of Stephansson's birth in 1853, was in the
throes of political and economic change. Following the termination of
the Napoleonic wars, Iceland experienced a modest economic recovery
from the desperate conditions of the seventeenth -and eighteenth cen
turies. This, in turn, helped to bring Iceland into the mainstream of
European affairs, with the result that Icelandic writers adopted the
currently popular Romantic movement to promote national self
determination. Stephansson was one of the most prolific of Iceland's
Romantic poets and his marriage of the Icelandic poetic forms, style
and language to the lyricism of the Romantic movement won him
recognition during his lifetime as one of Iceland's greatest poets since
the waning of the golden age of Icelandic literature in the thirteenth
century. Ultimately, he was credited with the rejuvenation of Icelandic
culture; his verses are still taught in Iceland's school system and a
memorial cairn overlooks the valley of his birth.

His life in Iceland and in North America paralleled that of many
Icelandic immigrants. Bornin Skagafjordur in northern Iceland, Ste
phansson knew only poverty in his formative years. His tenant farmer
parents rented the farm "Kirkjuholl" from the wealthy Lutheran state
church, but indebtedness forced them to move several times, each time
to a farm poorer than the one before. By the 1870s, the Stephanssons
and many other farmers in northern Iceland were deeply discouraged.
A decade of unusually cold winters, late dry springs and cold, wet
summers meant a reduced standard of living, so the Icelanders sought
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escape through emigration. In the summer of 1873, Stephansson, his
parents and relatives left to follow the advice of an Icelandic student
minister and immigrated to Wisconsin, U.S.A.

Pall Thorlaksson, the student minister, had experienced and thus
understood the cultural shock that awaited his countrymen. He knew
that the whole concept of tilling the soil and raising cereal crops was
completely new to his compatriots, for at home in Iceland the soil was
too poor to allow for anything more than the scything of natural hay
for winter feed for the sheep. If his countrymen were to succeed as
farmers in the United States, Thorlaksson realized that they had to
learn the strange American farming methods quickly, as well as cope
with climate, language and culture.

The student minister was convinced that "if the Icelanders come
here inappreciable numbers and form settlements"6 and "bring along
their own teachers and ministers, they would be able to maintain their
Icelandic identity"? while integrating into'American life. Within a year,
though, the tiny group threatened to split as the search for employment
led the Icelanders in an ever-widening circle from their base in Wiscon
sin. Recognition that dispersal would lead quickly to total assimilation
brought the Icelanders together to form Islendingafelag: Vesturheimi
(the Society of the West Icelandersj.!

Fashioned after the popular reading societies at home, the Society
subscribed to Icelandic papers and periodicals and also promoted the
idea of bloc settlement as a means to preserve and strengthen the
group. Pall Thorlaksson was able to arrange the sale of land east of
Shawano Lake in north-central Wisconsin. Over the course of the next
six years the Icelanders learned how to clear their individual farms of
the heavy timber, build homes and cultivate the poor soil.

The struggle for survival was eased by their bloc settlement which
enabled the Icelanders to maintain their language and traditions. Most
of the Shawano Lake group hailed from the same areas in northern
Iceland and their sense of identity was so strong that they shunned
social intercourse with their American neighbours. This effectively
ruled out intermarriage with those from a different ethnic background.
Too, there was a tradition of intermarriage among the families of the
small Wisconsin group so it is not surprising that the same marriage
patterns survived transplantation to North America. In August 1878
Stephansson married his first cousin, Helga Jonsdottir.?

At the time of his marriage, Stephansson owned 160 acres, 148 of
which were forest and twelve cleared where he had built "a fairly good
house" and kept his few head of cattle. to He enjoyed only marginal
success with his grain experiments for the soil was too sandy, so he,
along with his father-in-law, earned money by cutting trees for cord
wood. When reports of a new, large Icelandic settlement in the fertile
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Red River valley circulated among those at Shawano Lake, the entire
group decided to relocate in the autumn of 1880.

Most settled in the Gardar district, one of four Icelandic settle
ments in Pembina County, Dakota Territory. Their arrival coincided
with the "Great Dakota Boom" which witnessed the first attempt at
large-scale mechanized grain production of the prairie. Stephansson
discovered that, despite having to work out on threshing crews and on
railway gangs, II his experience at farming in Wisconsin and the money
made from the sale of his land there gave him a much needed advan
tage. Two years after his arrival in Dakota, Stephansson filed for his
pre-emption, claiming twenty cultivated acres and four hundred dol
lars worth of improvements.P Although he could not mimic the
Bonanza farmers, Stephansson increased his acreage under crop each
year while still maintaining his herd of cattle, sheep and his chickens.

The boom years of the early 1880s did much to place the Icelandic
communities on the road to material success. Yet adaptation to an
increasingly Americanized way of life was not made at the expense of
the West Icelanders' social awareness. Although the culture of any
ethnic group undergoes modifications and adjustments under the
impact of an alien and dominant society, bloc settlement shielded those
in Pembina County as it had in Shawano. This, in turn, led to the early
establishment of first their church and then other institutions.

With remarkable ease, the Icelanders realized that their tradi
tional home educational system, which gave their children a basis in
the Icelandic language, history and literature, was now inadequate.
The English language was necessary for their success despite the inher
ent risk of assimilation and, within a few years, the Icelanders had built
schools throughout the settlements. The formation of several ladies aid
societies was followed shortly by a literary society and debating club,
Lestrarfelagid Gangleri, which acted as a vehicle for social interaction,
self-improvement and the retention of the mother tongue. Stephans
son was a particularly active member of the society and later started a
second reading/ debating club.

The boom years were short-lived. With the bumper crop of 1884
which glutted the market and the return of a dry weather cycle which
brought with it drought, dust storms and prairie fires, Stephansson
found himself so deeply in debt he had to mortgage his farm. Poor
yields and low prices disheartened Stephansson completely. After
selling his farm, he moved in the spring of 1889 to a new colony in the
District of Alberta, North West Territories.

The previous year, a number of disgruntled Icelanders from
Dakota had settled in an isolated area which was later named Tindas
toll by Stephansson, north and west of the Red Deer River. Stephans
son chose his land north of the original settlement in an unsurveyed
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township, and on a knoll overlooking the Medicine River built a home
of hewn poplar logs and broke and cultivated land where, each year, he
doggedly planted a little barley, oats and spring wheat "just for fun."!'
Prepared for the worst, Stephansson accepted philosophically the
summer frosts which each year ruined his grain. It was not until after
the turn of the century that Stephansson gained the distinction of being
the first farmer in the area to grow grain to maturity. 14

The dry Dakota years had taught Stephansson not to rely too
heavily on grain. Rather, his few head of cattle and sheep were of the
utmost importance to him. In 1898, he reported thirty-eight cattle,
thirty sheep and four horses and by 1902, when he received title to his
land, he had a herd of fifty cattle and seven horses, although he had
drastically reduced the numberof sheep." When, in 1899, the Domin
ion government built a creamery on the banks of the Medicine River,
Stephansson benefitted financially from it as did the other Icelanders.
For the first time, a monied economy was established inthe district. In
fact, Stephansson had been instrumental in the formation of the Tin
dastoll Butter and Cheese Manufacturing Association and served as
Secretary-Treasurer for seven years.

The introduction of Marquis wheat and improved farming tech
niques after the turn of the century made grain farming attractive to
homesteaders such as Stephansson. Then, when war broke out in
Europe in 1914, prices for farm produce skyrocketed. As a Canadian
farmer subject to the fluctuations of the world market, Stephansson
with one of his sons took advantage of the situation to expand his farm
operation. He increased his herd of cattle to seventy head, raised hogs
and purchased an additional seventy acres for crop. He still maintained
a small flock of sheep for home consumption. When a sharp post-war
economic recession set in tumbling prices, Stephansson, like others on
the prairies, attempted to cushion his losses. He reduced his herd of
cattle by half although he retained his piggery. Stephansson sarcasti
cally observed that prices for pork had not dropped as much "because
the merchants of the world like most what is like themselves."16

Stephansson had always been an active member of the Icelandic
communities in which he had pioneered and his devotion to the group
continued with his move to Alberta. He was involved with theestab
lishment of the Tindastoll post office and on the executive of the
creamery association. When it was decided in 1892 to build a school at
Tindastoll, Stephansson spearheaded those living in the northerly part
of the colony to build a second school. He donated land just east of his
home for the schoolhouse and trudged, with a neighbour, along the
river to find a suitable stand of timber which he felled and floated down
the Medicine. The same year he participated in the founding meeting of
Lestrarfelagid [dunn, a debating society. Philosophical differences
between the conservative and left-wing elements in the community,
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Figure I. Stephansson home near Markerville, August 1907. Stephansson standing on far left.
Source: Glenbow Alberta Institute.

though, eventually caused its demise although the library continued to
function until the 1930s. Probably because he was known to be well
read and knowledgeable about current affairs, Stephansson was
appointed Justice of the Peace for the immediate district. "Now that I
am one of the Justices, I cut off my grey beard on the weekends. I have
never been more handsome!"!" But he sometimes complained that he
was interrupted from his writings by neighbours who required legal
advice.

The construction of two bridges in 1901-02, one across the Red
Deer at Innisfail and the other across the Medicine at Markerville,
opened the country to the west to homestead entry for the first time. By
1910, there was a Danish settlement southwest of the Icelanders,
Swedes had taken land to the northwest and so many Americans
moved into the district directly west of Markerville that it became
known as "Yankee Flats." Their competition for land did not threaten
the Icelanders who, as early as the turn of the century, began to take
more land. Instead of being overwhelmed by the newcomers, the
Icelanders expanded the boundaries of their settlement. Too, the
creamery and the services offered in Markerville meant the newcomers
were dependent upon the Icelandic community.

Physical expansion of the colony alone did not ensure its ethnic
cohesion. The maintenance of Old World customs helped to strength-
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en the Icelandic identity. Wool continued to be washed, carded, spun
and knit in the same fashion as in Iceland. A ladies aid group, called
Vonin, sponsored a community hall in Markerville where plays,
speeches and recitals were staged. It was, though, the mother tongue
which bound the people together. Except in the schools, Icelandic was
still the language of communication. Speaking of a visit from a friend
in 1917, Stephansson admitted that the evening's conversation was
conducted mostly in English "which I speak perhaps twice a year."18
The old form of entertainment, versifying, also kept alive a sense of
continuity with the homeland as well as strengthening and maintaining
the Icelandic language.

Versifying was not a talent restricted to a few such as Stephans
son. Since childhood, Icelanders were taught to memorize the ancient
poems as well as encouraged to .create new verses. Everyone could
versify to some degree; it was a national pastime. And like all Icelandic
children, Stephanssonwas taught at home to read and write Old
Norse, the Icelandic language which has changed little since the settle
ment of Iceland in the ninth century. As' a young child Stephansson
developed an intense interest in and love for his native tongue. Fasci
nated by language and diction, Stephansson worked diligently on his
vocabulary so that by the time he,immigrated to North America, he
had acquired a command of Icelandic seldom. equalled by his coun
trymen.

His obsession with language naturally led to a love ofreading and
quest for knowledge. Because of his firm belief that the only darkness
in life was ignorance, he sought Truth by devouring, at first, any books
he could find. It was not long, though, before he became selective in his
reading. He considered fiction by even well known authors as foolish;
instead, he "was impressed with the writings of Herbert Spencer and
Darwin insofar as I realized that to a considerable extent they had
shaped modern thought."19 The bookcase in his study was crammed
with both Icelandic and American newspapers and periodicals which
ranged in topic from Icelandic grammar and poetry to control of
gophers and Marxist literature on the Church and communism. He
was particularly interested in his American and Britishcontemporar
ies, but none became a favourite author.

In his search for Truth, Stephansson read the Bible a number of
times and always kept it nearby for handy reference. But by the 1880s
he became exasperated with his church, the Icelandic Lutheran Synod.
Personality conflicts between ministers which had led to bitter schisms
within the Church body and the Church's insistence on its "ancient
doctrine" of eternal damnation convinced Stephansson that if there
was a God it was not the God of hell-fire and damnation as preached by
his ministers. Stephansson often vented his frustration with the
Church through his poetry.w

---- -
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Figure 2. Stephan G. Stephansson at age 70, 1923.
Source: Provincial Archives ofAlberta.

I quite expect that very soon
I'll weary of this fussing
How holy men are splitting hairs
When God they keep discussing.

Divorce from the church came with Stephansson's rejection of the
Synod's basic tenets and with his keen curiosity in American free
thinkers.

The American free thought movement of the late nineteenth
century had a profound influence on current religious thought by
accepting only scientific reasoning as the determinant in any argument.
The left wing atheists rejected the concept of a Christian god entirely,
while the middle-of-the-road agnostics were not so categorical in their
repudiation. To investigate further this new philosophy, Stephansson
and a handful of other Icelanders in Dakota formed a second reading/
debating club, Hins Islenzka Menningarfelags (the Icelandic Cultural
Society). Its objectives of promoting humanitarianism, brotherhood,
unfettered research and independent conviction instead of church
sectarianism, unquestioned creeds and blind faith-! were based on the
American Society of Ethical Culture.
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The formation of the Cultural Society divided the West Icelanders
into two camps. Many in the settlements viewed the Cultural Society as
a denial of Lutheranism and, therefore, of their cultural heritage.
Stephansson answered the criticism of the Society and of himself in
this last stanza from "Pessimism."22

Eventually problems shall be solved
By sober thought and judgment of the wise.
Blessed ever the mind that so resolved
To shed a flicker of light at twilight time.

The rhetoric between the "godless" Society and the Church helped,
though, to reinforce aspects of the Icelandic culture which the people
strove to maintain, their religion and their language.

Despite social pressures from his orthodox neighbours and
slander by the Church, Stephansson continued to move to the left in his
search for Truth. Although he always referred to himself as an agnos-·
tic,23 he was swayed by the deistic Unitarian faith and its insistence on
the personal nature of belief.> Strongly influenced by the nineteenth
century's idealization of the common man, the Unitarians believed that
man's self-awareness was the key to his ascent to a purer spirit and
considered God to be the supreme Self-consciousness.o Stephansson
developed, through his extensive reading of the American philo
sophers, his own spirituality based on a firm belief that it was the
individual's responsibility to mankind to seek self-improvement and,
thereby, progress. Intellectual maturity, though, could be gained only
by hard work and self discipline.

Despite the fact that Romanticism found expression in Iceland for
a relatively brief period, her writers were no less influenced by current
styles and trends. Their newly discovered self-realization was expressed
through imaginative and artistic creativity. Her poets used allusions,
imagery, metaphors and onomatopoeia to describe the beauties of life
as well as its mysteries. Too, revival of national spirit brought with it a
renewed interest in the ancient poetic forms for which Iceland was
known. Icelandic poets, like Stephansson, delved into their literary
history to rediscover the intricacies of the skaldic and eddie poetry of
the Viking age. The simpler eddie lays demanded an eight line stanza
divided into couplets joined by alliteration. The vastly more complex
skaldic verses, besides having a more complicated order for stressed
syllables, made almost a virtue of circumlocution. Stephansson's sta
ture as a poet was due in part to his conquest of this incredibly difficult
style of poetry although his ability to substitute metaphors, similies or
learned allusions for a given word caused some of his critics to com
plain of the obscurity of his verses.

But none could deny the imaginative force of Stephanssori's poe
try. His fertile imagination and use of nuances in meaning to capture
moods were the essence of his lyricism. Probably the poem in which his
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descriptive prowess was best illustrated is A Ferd og Flugi ("En
Route"). Although an epic poem ofthe trials ofan Icelandic immigrant
girl, Stephansson included highly descriptive passages as an end in
themselves as illustrated by the following translated passage.w

The landscape unchanged and unchangeable stood,
Save only where dryads of grace

Had woven on edges of wandering brooks
A leafy embroid'ry of lace;

But the land itself lay like an infinite board,
Unslivered, unknotted and clean,

As if all of the stuff of Creation were smoothed
. And stained an ineffable green.

His sensitive rendering of prairie scenes and of his life as a pioneer were
likewise rich in detail and he translated the beauty of the Alberta
landscape in so many poems that he became known in Iceland as
Klettafjallaskaldid ("the Poet of the Rocky Mountains").

Odes and eulogies, which were also hallmarks of the Romantic
movement, were vehicles to describe the poets' sentiments towards
nature. An expatriate who "was too set in my ways to change"27 when
he left Iceland, Stephansson dedicated much of his time and creative
genius immortalizing his homeland. He also wrote a number of eulo
gies to his adopted land. Traditionally in Iceland, solemnity in verse
was considered a virtue and Stephansson was unable to shake this
ingrained conception. So, whereas a poet such as Shelley abandoned
all restraint, Stephansson never slackened the tight rein he always held
on his emotions. Even when his fifth son was accidentally killed by
lightning in July 1909, Stephansson refused to become mired in self
pity. Instead, ".. .it's some comfort and some good to know I It was a
senseless force that made your ending.y No willful, evil thing that
struck you so.r But accident, its random strike descending.....And
evil cannot rule the good and right. I It matters not what life and death
are boding; I It cannot touch you for it lacks the might."28

Steeped as he was in the literature of his country Stephansson
often alluded in his poems to events or figures from Iceland's history in
an attempt to relate some theme to conditions of his own day. In what
was considered at the time of its publication to be one of his best
poems, Kolbeinslag ("Kolbeinn's Lay"), Stephansson made metaphor
ical use of trail blazing techniques in Canada, "the axe-marks on the
brrc1i-treei,-''29~to·illustrate his search for his literary heritage. "Each
vista of earth bears a voice from the pastIBy valley and mountain and
shorer/ And out of those voices comes strength for the strife.y The
strain that man's living requires."3o

Belonging to the Icelandic Romantic school, Stephansson used
both traditional verse forms and metres and the current lyricism to
preach his understanding of life. "Icelanders have always regarded
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poetry as something functional. Poetry began [during the Viking era of
Icelandic history] as mnemonic devices and magic formulae; it was
supposed to do something."31 Stephansson had always been fascinated
by the effect of verse in communicating ideas. The didactic qualities of
his poetry were due to his "belief in the power of words to change the
world [which] certainly was derived....from the [Icelandic] folk tra
dition of incantatory poetry."32 To render verses magical, Icelandic
poets had to abide by very strict and complicated structural rules which
stressed alliteration, assonance, certain metres and internal rhyme.
The resulting rhythm of the verse rendered it unforgettable to the
Icelanders and gave it the power to affect their lives.

Because of his belief in the magical powers of poetry, Stephansson
used his skill and knowledge to lecture his fellow Icelanders and all
humanity on their foibles. In an effort to shake the Church out of its
complacency, Stephansson attacked it and its ministers. He was con
cerned that the religious schisms had "done more to 'break-up' our
society than to unite us to the point that most of our people reject their
culture and language."33 His jibes at the Church were meant to inject
spiritual life into it, the lack of which he considered to be its "greatest
sin."34

He was particularly upset with mankind during the Great War. To
Stephansson war was nothing more than a licence to murder and he
spared little ink or paper in denouncing the conflict in which the
common man was a pawn in a cruel game where the prize was world
power. He condemned the ruling classes of both sides for plotting the
war and the Church's ministers who, "Taking the bible from the
shelf... / .. .invoked the truth, that those who wouldn't fight/ ...Were
blinded by the ways ofheathendom."35 He denounced equally the army
for its sacrifices of human lives and the capitalists at home who reaped
the wartime profits.

"I t took a man with will of stone / To dare to stand alone"36against
the social and political pressures which forced many conscientious
objectors to compromise their convictions. Stephansson not only
refused but in verse after verse drew graphic word pictures of the
insanity of war. These remained largely unpublished until 1920 when
his collection of pacifist poems, entitled Vigslodi ("In the Wake of
War"), was published in Reykjavik. One hundred copies were distrib
uted in North America and it was not long before the outraged ire of his
fellow Icelandic Canadians was vented through the two Icelandic
weeklies out of Winnipeg, Logberg and Heimskringla. "I do not regret
a single word. Some of my friends say they wish I had spoken out even
moreso."37 "I won't bear any grudges [about the abusive letters he
received]. The more the papers fight over it, the more people will see
my point of view. The more war is advertised, the more its senselessness
will ShOW."38 Stephansson thoroughly enjoyed his unpopularity with
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his countrymen and, using the newspapers as his mouthpieces, ans
wered each scathing letter and verse denouncing him.

His despondency over the war deepened with the restlessness,
suspicion and misunderstanding between men and nations following
the signing of peace in 1918.39 Nevertheless, he felt that man's innate
goodness would surmount the current period of flux. He continued to
believe that Utopia "where wealth that is gathered by taxes or tolls/ Or
tariffs - is counted as vain. 1Where no man's success is another man's
loss.j Nor the power, the goal and the gain.r - The first of command
ments is justice to all,1And victory causes no pain,"40was accessible if
mankind tried.

It was, therefore, with considerable excitement that he followed
the Bolshevist overthrow of Tsarist Russia in 1917. Well acquainted
with Marx's Communist Manifesto he was enchanted with the idea
that "there is no class, except one, the working class. It alone should
make the laws regarding work and civil rights. Alljobs that individuals
hold are for the benefit of the nation and not for individual gain. "41 His
outspoken support of Marxism at the time of the Red scares brought
accusations from Icelandic' Canadians of communist sympathies. His
socialism, though, cannot be equated with communism as it evolved in
Soviet Russia. Stephansson himself adopted a "wait and see" attitude
towards the Bolshevists, but he did view the October Revolution as a
practical application of the theory of scientific socialism. To him, it
was the ultimate conclusion to his philosophy of the ascent of man.

Initially, Stephansson gained recognition as a poet through the
publication of his verses in Logberg and Heimskringla. Later, he had
his poems printed in Vorold, a short-lived pacifist paper in Winnipeg,
and in two Icelandic periodicals out of Reykjavik, Bjarka and Islands.
Even after his reputation was well-established Stephansson continued
to send his poems to Rognvaldur Petursson who, besides being an
editor of Heimskringla, was the Unitarian minister in Winnipeg. When
Stephansson found himself in the midst of a controversy, he relied on
Petursson to print his rebuttals. Though he sometimes complained of
the lack of elbow room in "Kringla," Stephansson realized that if not
for his friend's influence Heimskringla might have well refused to
publish his more inflammatory "scratchings." He and Petursson were
men of like mind and while his friend's outspokenness often made it
difficult for Petursson, he never compromised that friendship. Ste
phansson, for his part, admired Petursson as much for his editorial
talents as for his belief in mankind.

It wasn't until 1894 that Heimskringla published a small pamphlet
ofwhat Stephansson described as "dull and eccentric" nature poems."
Uti a Vidavangi ("Out and Around") established Stephansson in North
America as a poet of some merit. But it was the publication of A Ferd
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og Flugi in Reykjavik in 1900 that brought him accolades on both sides
of the Atlantic. Friends in Iceland proclaimed him to be the best
Icelandic poet living outside Iceland.

The quality and proliferation of his poems convinced a small
group of sympathizers in 1908 to underwrite the costs of publishing all
Stephansson's poems to date. When Stephansson submitted his
accumulated poems, there were enough verses to fill not one but three
volumes. The title of the collected works, Andvokur ("Wakeful
Nights"), was chosen by Stephansson who felt that his reading public
should be aware when most of the poems were executed. It was only at
night after his family retired that Stephansson had the necessary quiet
to concentrate on his writing. Insomnia and gastritis often kept him
awake and to take his mind off his physical discomforts, he rose from
his bed to write "frantically to exhaust myself because I do not know
what else to do."43

By 1922 Stephansson had written enough poems to once again
warrant their collection for publication. No longer a young man,
Stephansson found the time and effort needed to rewrite, edit and
collate his verses tiring. He likened his efforts to a boy in one of the
sagas who had spread feathers out to dry. A windstorm scattered them
but a dwarf helped the boy gather the feathers. Stephansson, though,
had no one to help him assemble his material. 44 "The manuscript is, as
usual, not good. It is all stolen berries from the bondage of the lousy
barn work, but there is no barn day without a line."45 By mid-March
1923 Stephansson had completed the compilation of enough poems for
another two volumes.

Stephansson insisted that the title of the volumes, printing, layout
and binding be identical to the first three. Volumes IV and V totalled
more than six hundred pages" and included the controversial Vigslodi
poems as well as a number of previously unpublished verses which the
poet feared would shock some of his supporters." While the cost of the
publication of the first three volumes does not appear to have con
cerned Stephansson, the post-war recession made him dread the cost
for volumes IV and V. Characteristically, he doubted whether his
efforts were worth his friends' time and money.w

With the publication of Andvokur came demands for public
appearances and readings. In the autumn of 1908 Stephansson, acting
on the request of friends and admirers, took his first holiday and visited
the Icelandic communities in North Dakota, Manitoba and Saskat
chewan where he read his poems, gave speeches and enjoyed unaccus
tomed attention. Several years later in 1913 he was invited to the west
coast. The success of his North American appearances was only an
indication of the esteem in which he was held by his fellow compatriots.
Stephansson's following in Iceland had been growing steadily since A

--- ----------- -----------------
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Ferd og Flugi and in 1917 the people of Iceland collected enough
money to pay for a four month return visit by Stephansson. The poet
was somewhat apprehensive about the trip for he felt that he would
disappoint those who expected a cavalier. His sensitivity to his lack of
formal education likewise made him nervous about meeting certain
influential men. 49 Nevertheless, at a reception and dinner in Reykjavik
he was pronounced the best of Iceland's poets.

Stephansson's place in Icelandic literature is secure; he always
wrote in his native tongue, perfecting his knowledge of Old Norse. In
structure, he followed the ancient eddie and skaldic forms and when he
did experiment with new metres they were, nevertheless, in the Icelan
dic tradition..His odes to Iceland and the many allusions to the sagas
reflect an attachment that Stephansson was never able, nor did he
desire to shake. Difficult structure, archaic vocabulary and obscurity
of message have, though, been criticisms of his writings, but it has also
been these very features of his poems which have raised Stephansson to
the stature which he still enjoys amongst Icelanders.

But Stephansson was more than an immigrant who wrote through
rose-coloured glasses of his memories of his homeland. Unlike many,
he wrote of his adopted land with equal warmth. When Stephansson
died in August 1927, he had written more than two thousand pages of
verse, more than the Canadian poets Bliss Carmen, Charles Roberts
and Wilson Macdonald combined. "In sheer bulk of output, no other
Canadian poet is comparable,"50 and Stephansson certainly was a
Canadian citizen who spent his most fecund years here.

Some have viewed the frontier as a vehicle of assimilation where,
under pressure, ethnic groups lose their distinctive language and cus
toms. And certainly this was the 0 bjective of the Canadian government
at the time; it had assumed the willing and complete integration of the
Icelanders into Canadian society. Stephansson, like other Icelandic
Canadians, realized adoption of physical and material aspects of our
society was necessary. Through trial and error, Stephansson became a
reasonably successful western Canadian farmer; he adopted a mode
and style of home indistinguishable from his Anglo neighbours, and
his progeny came to consider themselves as Canadian.

However, Stephansson and those of the immigrant generation did
not see themselves as Canadians. Stephansson, in particular, never
permitted more than an outward show of his integration into Canadian
life. But he also knew that his North American experiences set him
apart from those living in Iceland. Rather, he was confronted with a
sense of a dual cultural identity which left him somewhere between the
two. So, "...somehow it has come upon me,jI've no fatherland."51 His
retention of his language and sense of cultural heritage along with his
acceptance of his life here created a new identity, that of a West
Icelander.
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ABSTRACT. The paper questions the established interpretation of the 1929 Saskatchewan
election. A long-common explanation for the defeat of the well-established Liberal government
points to the role of religious issues. When subjected to close scrutiny, this theory must be
substantially qualified. The Conservative party's 1929 campaign focused on corruption and civil
service reform not religion or secular schools. The latter issue only gained prominence later in the
campaign after Liberal attacks and not because of any planned strategy.

RESUME
La presente etude remet en question l'interpretation reconnue de l'election de 1929 en

Saskatchewan. Depuis longtemps, l'explication commune veut que les questions religieuses aient
joue un role dans la defaite du gouvernement liberal ancre au pouvoir. Toutefois, lorsque soumise
a une etude detaillee, cette theorie doit etre qualifiee substantiellement. La campagne du Parti
conservateur menee en 1929 portait sur la corruption et la reforrne de la fonction publique et non
pas sur la religion et les eccles seculiaires, Ce n'est que plus tard, non pas acause d'une strategie
prevue par Ie Parti conservateur, mais apres que les attaques liberales se sont manifestees, que Ie
dernier point prit une grande importance dans cette campagne.

Religious animosities have long played an important role in
prairie politics. One of the most prominent and, perhaps, the last
provincial election in which scholars place a major emphasis on
denominational rivalry was Saskatchewan's 1929 election. A long
common explanation for the defeat of the well-established Liberal
government has pointed to the role of religious issues, highlighted by
the meteoric passing of the Ku Klux Klan, and concluded that the
Conservatives' electoral breakthrough resulted from their appeal to
anti-Catholic bigotry. That interpretation, when subjected to close
scrutiny, must be very substantially qualified if it can continue to be
maintained at all.

Did the Conservative Party, as a party, appeal to religious bigotry
in 19291 A common ploy in politics is to attempt to identify the whole
of the opposing party with some unpopular extremist element asso
ciated with it. Within the next decade in the province the democratic
socialists of the Co-operative Commonwealth Federation (CCF)
would be denounced as "communists" because some leaders of the
party had favoured the Soviet Union, some communists joined the
party and in some cases, CCF members supported communist candi
dates.! Yet none of these events made the CCF in any sense "commu
nist." The CCF is judged as a party by what it declared and did as a
party. The Conservative Party in the late 1920s deserves the same
consideration. It undoubtedly contained some anti-Catholic bigots.
Indeed, such a prominent member as J.F. Bryant, who served as
Minister of Public Works under Conservative Premier Anderson, was
an extreme and public anti-Catholic.? But the party itself deserves to be
judged on the basis of the appeal it made as a party to the voters in
1929.

----- ------------------
-----
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Before Saskatchewan became a province, appeals to denomina
tionalloyalties or hatreds had been a common coin in prairie politics.
The Manitoba School Question turned essentially on the issue of
religion.' In the 1900 election for the Alberta federal constituency
when Conservative R.B. Bennett was quoted as describing the Liberals
as appealing to "dirty Gallacians," his opponents' reply was to accuse
Bennett of enlisting the "heathen" Chinese." Similar accusations
appeared in what was to be the province of Saskatchewan. The Con
servative Saskatchewan Herald offered this view of the local Liberal
campaign in the recent territorial election.

. . .They did not vote on the question of one or two provinces, or
for Provincial Autonomy generally, or anything else that had been
discussed on the platform.

The race and religion cry was introduced and made the most
of by Mr. Prince, who held Mr. Dunn up as unworthy of support
because of his religion, and demanded their votes for himself on the
ground that they were all of the one Church.>

The settlement of the prairies had created a diversity of religious, as
well as ethnic, groups that generated frictions that could be and were
politically exploited.

Among the most controversial issues in the Autonomy Bill which
created Saskatchewan in 1905 was the entrenched guarantee for separ
atedenominational schools.e The Premier of the Territories, F.W.G.
Haultain, vehemently opposed such a guarantee which to him "was
further proof that the new provinces were to be denied their full
constitutional rights."7 Haultain subsequently became leader of the
"Provincial Rights Party" and fought the first Saskatchewan provin
cial election protesting the limitations on "provincial rights," including
control of education. That position provoked Archbishop Langevin of
St. Boniface to denounce Haultain's views on separate schools and to
call upon Roman Catholics to support the Liberals.v "In succeeding
elections, through the 1925 contest, religious issues were never again as
prominent as in that first campaign."? Nonetheless, many saw the
Conservatives, heirs of the Provincial Rights Party, as anti-Catholic.

By the late 1920s, religious issues again assumed prominence,
largely through the spectacular entry of the revived American Ku Klux
Klan onto the prairies. In Saskatchewan, particularly, the Klan gained
a substantial following by denouncing the Roman Catholic Church. It
called for the elimination ofpublicly-funded Catholic separate schools. 10

The Klan's agitation, linked to that of the longer-established Orange
Lodge, also highlighted the fact that a small minority of public schools,
located in overwhelmingly Catholic areas, staffed by religious orders
had religious emblems on the walls.'! Most analysts of the 1929 elec
tion see in the Klan's anti-Catholic campaign the basis of the Conserva
tives' success.

---------------~'-
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The first scholarly treatment to appear in print was Patrick Kyba's
"Ballots and Burning Crosses." The title aptly sums up his views. "The
most important issue raised by the Conservatives rose out of the
question of sectarianism in the pu blic schools of the province." 12 Kyba
offers little evidence and poor logic to support his assertion. He never
quotes the Conservative leaders or any Conservative Party statement.
The closest he comes is implying that a quotation from the Regina
Daily Star (during the Arm River by-election in 1928, not the 1929
general election) can be taken as representative of the Conservative
Party. 13 The Star generally did support the Conservatives, but it was
not the party. In fact, once in power, the Conservatives frequently
found themselves under attack by "their" newspaper.v' The major
source for the quotations in his article is the "Gardiner Papers," left by
the Liberal premier. 15 His logic appears as weak as his source work. He
outlined his view of the Conservatives' 1928 policy convention:

Dr. J.T.M. Anderson and the other Conservative leaders sensing a
political advantage to be gained by capitalizing on the emotional
Ism stirred by the Klan, laid before the convention the major issues
which they believed could accomplish the defeat of the Liberal
Government: the abolition of sectarianism in the public schools of
the province, an immigration policy based on the selective princi
ple, an immediate return to the province of control over its lands
and resources, the institution of a politically non-partisan civil
service, and the necessity of a change of government. 16

The first exempted, what did these issues have to do with the Klan?
M.J. Coldwell, leader of the province's Independent Labour Party
(and later the federal CCF) did not need to be "stirred by the Klan" to
advocate a non-partisan civil service. 17 Since Haultain, the Conserva
tives had demanded full provincial status for Saskatchewan - espe
cially control over natural resources. Immigration "on the selective
principle" had been the policy of the federal Liberals even in the days of
Clifford Sifton - although sharp disagreements (reflecting a good
deal of racial and ethnic prejudice) continued over just how "selective"
to be. I8 Only on the first of the three substantive issues could any
possible link with the Klan be suggested.

But Kyba's centre-piece is the Conservative Party's declared
intention to effect "the abolition of sectarianism in the public schools."

.. '.Conservative strategy was skillfully planned. Posing as the
defenders of the public-school system, they were able to promise a
cessation of the III will which had developed throughout the pro
vince, and at the same time insinuate that either the Liberal
Government was unaware of the problem or that it was favouring a
certain section of the population. 19

To assess this interpretation, the Conservative position must be clearly
understood, and then compared with that of the Ku Klux Klan and the
Liberal government.
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During the 1928 session of the Saskatchewan Legislature, the
Conservative leader, Dr. J.T.M. Anderson, moved an amendment to
the School Act that would have prohibited the use of religious garb or
emblems in public schools during school hours. That motion, not the
1928convention as Kyba states in his article, made removal of "sectar
ianism" Conservative party policy.?? By contrast the "Second Annual
Klonvokation of the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan" demanded: (1) that
separate schools be abolished, (2) that French no longer be taught, and
(3) that all schools be completely non-sectarian.s! Neither the Conser
vative Party nor its leader in any policy declaration agreed with any of
these points. The Party accepted Roman Catholic separate schools as
part of the educational/system in Saskatchewan.F Anderson, as leader
of the Opposition, had defended the teaching of the French language
and welcomed its extension.P He argued only that public schools be
non-sectarian; religious teaching in separate schools was accepted.

It is instructive to compare the Conservative position to the
Liberal's position prior to the election. At the United Church confer
ence of June 1928, in Saskatoon, a resolution was presented to con
demn the government for allowing sectarian influences in public
schools. Premier Gardiner, present as a Church official, explained
government policy.

The Government follows the same practice in regard to nuns
teaching in the public schools as it did with the use of the crucifix.
When a complaint is received from school districts, the Depart
ment [of Education] suggests to the board of trustees that it should
avoid discussion of that kind by engaging an ordinary teacher. In
several school districts in the Southwest part of the Province the
Department had been successful in having crucifixes removed
from schools.>

Both the Conservative and the Liberal leaders recognized friction had
arisen over the use of religious orders or emblems in public schools.
Both sought to end the practices, which were being used to incite
religious bigotry. They differed only as to the means: "moral suasion"
versus legislative enactment. If the leaders were in such agreement to
the end sought, why did "sectarianism in public schools" appear to be
so large an issue in the 1929 election?

What made religious bigotry an issue in the 1929 election was
James G. Gardiner's attempt to link the Conservative Party to the
Klan, in order to discredit his chief party rival. At the opening of the
1928session of the legislature, Gardiner made a full-scale attack on the
Klan. The Western Producer, while disapproving of the Klan,
observed,

So far as can be learned the Klan has done nothing in Saskatche
wan of an illegal or immoral nature, and until it does, attacks upon
it must be based upon what it might do. Such attacks as these made
by the premier might serve to attract attention to it and to enhance

--~---~-~--~~~--~------ ---- -
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its popularity in some quarters. If the criticism is launched for the
purpose of making it appear that all opposition to the provincial
government was headed by or centered In the Klan, and that was
the object of the speech, its delivery can hardly be commended. It
would not be good for Saskatchewan if the Klan became a political
issue. The chances of the Klan becoming such an issue were very
remote until Mr. Gardiner spoke. Now these chances may be
increased"

During June the premier made a province-wide tour, using Anderson's
proposed School Act amendment to damn the Tories as the political
carriers of the Klan's brand of religious hatred.w

In the 1929 election the Liberal press and advertisements made the
supposed Klan link a major theme. The Liberals portrayed Anderson
and the Conservative Party as committed to ending separate schools,
"in direct violation of both the letter and the spirit of the constitution of
this Christian province."27 At certain moments, the Liberals could
concede he personally did not advocate religious bigotry.

rAnderson]...has capitulated to the worst element in his party.
lie, as leader, has accepted leadership from the extremists and
recalcitrant elements of his following. He has thrown the finer
element overboard.P

That quotation, more clearly than any other, illustrates the attempt to
link Anderson and the Conservative Party to "the extremists" whom
the Liberals expected to discredit their major opposition.

The second major study of the 1929 election to appear in print is
much more solidly grounded in research and more circumspect in its
statements about the Conservative Party. David E. Smith's Prairie
Liberalism, as a study of Saskatchewan's Liberal party, includes an
analysis of its 1929 election defeat. He argues the Klan affected the
political climate in the late 1920s in ways that hurt the Liberals and
helped the Conservatives.

This is not to say that the Klan controlled or directed the Conserva
tive party, but to suggest that this non-partisan organization,
newly-come to Saskatchewan, was admirably suited to the Con
servative strategy of rallying anti-government supporters.

Although the Liberals unceasingly attacked Anderson and people
around him for making the Klan a political organization, they were
never able to produce proof to support their charges."

Smith notes, "the Klan drew its members from all three parties."30
Indeed, that was its great danger to the Liberals: detaching anti
Catholic voters from the party. A Liberal activist wrote Premier Gar
diner, "...1am trying to keep out of [the Klan] here on account of my
position. It would do no good, but it is difficult. And about all I can do
is to keep Liberals from wavering and we may as well admit there are
quite a number."31 However, to say that the Klan prompted conditions
conducive to weakening the Liberals is not the same thing as saying
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that the Conservatives, as a party, appealed to the force raised by the
Klan: religious bigotry. Kyba, in attempting a similar argument to
Smith's "environmentalist" one, falls into an error in logic.

The charges that the Liberal Government was permitting sectarian
ism to infiltrate the public-school system...were aimed directly at
the same group in Saskatchewan society that was nourishing the
Ku Klux Klan: the Protestant and Anglo-Scandinavian majority, 32

When the CCF and the Communist Party both appealed to working
class voters, no scholar would conclude that their appeal was identical:
that the CCF was "communist." The CCF offered democratic social
ism as an alternative to proletarian revolution, competing against and
undermining the communists.P The Conservatives, like the Liberals,
sought to remove a grievance felt by some, which the Klan had explo
ited, while fundamentally disagreeing with the Klan on the central
issue of separate schools.

Yet, while Smith disavows any direct Klan-Conservative Party
link, at times he takes his argument further than his evidence will
sustain it: "the Klan looked like a promising bandwagon on which the
Conservatives might hitch a ride."34Instead of directly supporting such
statements, he shies away from directly comparing the appeals of the
Klan and the Conservative Party or their precise relationship.

It is unlikely that the Conservative party actually financed the Klan
as a political organization. At any rate, in terms of the Klan's
practical effects, the charge was irrelevant. Klan leaders, along
with Orangemen, had been present at the 1928Conservative con
vention and they continued to be associated with the Tories as
political warfare heightened before the 1929election."

Unquestionably Klan leaders went to the Conservative convention.
But what impact did they have on the convention's policy declarations?
On education, the party resolutions made no mention of"sectarianism
in public schools," much less abolition of Catholic separate schools
(the Klan aim). Instead the Conservatives approved a vague "mother
hood" motion that called for "thorough revision of the educational
system of the province."36 This was taken directly from the party's 1924
platform. Much as Trotskyite or Maoist splinter groups attend con
tem.porary national New Democratic Party conventions, the Klans
men came to "peddle their papers" at the 1928 Conservative con
vention. But the mere presence of such groups is no proof of their
influence inthe party's affairs (except to those predisposed to see it), if
they cannot influence party policy.

The most recently published study of the 1929 Saskatchewan
election addresses itself directly to "The School Question." While
better researched than Kyba's account, Anthony Appleblatt's article
repeatedly falls into confusion over precisely what was at issue as well
as the error of assuming what he had set out to demonstrate. After
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describing the Klan's entry into Saskatchewan, he makes a comparison
between the major parties' responses.

The Liberal party led by James Gardiner continued their tradi
tional policy of defending separate school privileges and maintain
ing the minimum amount of French permitted by law. The
Conservatives, on the other hand, were quick to capitalize on the
growing discontent and called for nonsectarian public schools."

At this point he seems to have confused Catholic separate schools
(which both parties supported) with the issue of Catholic public
schools (which both parties opposed), in order to create an appearance
of division between Liberals and Conservatives. Subsequently, how
ever, he does focus more clearly: "At issue was not the Roman Catholic
separate schools, but the few Catholic public schools in the pro
vince."38 However, at no point does he acknowledge that Liberals and
Conservatives both intended to end "Catholic public schools."

Like Smith, Appleblatt presents an image of the Conservative
Party and the Klan as being at one. "At [the 1928] convention the
Conservatives and the Ku Klux Klan managed to find each other."39
(Was this phrasing meant to imply that they had difficulties locating
each other until then?) Yet, no more than Smith or Kyba, can Apple
blatt produce evidence of Klan influence on Conservative Party educa
tion policy. Striving to maintain a connection for which he has no firm
evidence, Appleblatt asserts,

Although there is no conclusive evidence of a Conservative-Klan
link, the Conservative party never disassociated itself from the
Klan. The Conservative party may not have agreed with the Klan's
methods or principles; however they used the prevailing situation
in Saskatchewan brought about by Klan activity superbly.s?

Anderson certainly repudiated as "nonsense" the accusation that the
Conservatives intended to abolish separate schools, in line with Klan
policy." Late in the election, Conservative party headquarters denounced

statements made by certain eastern Conservatives and certain
irresponsible individuals reflecting on our non-English electors
. . .These parties do not represent the Conservative party or the
Conservative attitude towards our immigrants of non-English
extraction and we deplore the use of such language and hereby
repudiate it. 42

Conservative advertisements listed non-British Conservative candi
dates, praising their people's contribution to Saskatchewan, though
oddly, not the one who would later be most prominent, as provincial
leader and ultimately Canadian Prime Minister - John G. Diefen
baker - in 1929 unsuccessful in Prince Albert. 43 The Conservative
Party and its leader went on record in the election specifically rejecting
the two principle issues the Klan had raised.

Yet Appleblatt had covered himself, in the quotation cited, con-
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ceding that the Conservatives "may not have agreed with the Klan's
methods or principles." Ultimately his argument, like Smith's, comes
down to an "environmental" one - "the prevailing situation in Sas
katchewan," the product of Klan agitation, hurt the Liberals and so
helped their opponents. But such a general conclusion cannot support
a statement that "Dr. Anderson and the Conservative party" intended
to "capitalize on the conditions of fear and suspicion created by the
Klan" since no evidence, on his own admission, can establish that
intention.f

What Appleblatt endeavours to do, more extensively than Kyba,
is to link the Conservative Party and its leader to the anti-Catholics
within the Party.

From statements made by Dr. Anderson and the Conservative
party's official platform it would appear that the Conservatives
were concerned only with the public schools. However, by looking
at statements by such Conservatives as F.W. Turnbull [federal
member of Parliament], it would seem that an audience would
believe the Conservative party was talking about all the schools in
Saskatchewan in a common school education."

As stated earlier, should a party be judged by what it officially pro
nounced (and does) or by the unofficial statements of members (espe
cially in this case when their anti-separate school, anti-immigrant
views have been officially repudiated)? "Guilt by association" may be
an effective political tactic, but surely it has no place in academic
analysis.

One pertinent Conservative resolution that Appleblatt notes
called for "cooperation of all parties, groups and individuals opposed
to the present administration."46 He correctly sees this as an invitation
specifically to the Progressive Party whose leader was present at the
Conservative convention. He then poses the critical question: "But
what was the role of the Ku Klux Klan in this political co-operation?"
He proceeds to argue that they, along with the Progressives, were
implicitly invited as a partner into an anti-Liberal coalition. While I
have argued that the evidence for such a formal relationship at the level
of the provincial Conservative Party is slight, there is solid evidence of
the Klan playing a role between the Conservatives and the Progressives
in at least one local contest.

The defeat of the Liberal government in 1929 stemmed in part
from a re-alignment and unification of its opponents. From 1925 to
1929, Progressive candidates dropped from forty to sixteen, reducing
the number of threeway contests to twelve out of sixty-three consti
tuencies.s" In a number of seats, a common convention of all "anti
Liberals" nominated a single candidate, who then usually ran as an
"Independent."49 In Last Mountain, held by the Minister of Educa
tion, the Progressives and Conservatives each nominated their own
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candidate. However, the Progressive candidate, Jacob Benson, des
cribed how he ultimately came to be the sole anti-Liberal opponent.

There was a meeting...called in the town of Semons and there
were a lot of people belonging to the Klan there. 1 learned after
wards that they were Klan members. We were both asked to
address that meeting and, of course, that was my home town.
Anyway that meeting decided that they (sic) would support me and
later on Gus Mackay [Conservativel withdrew. Now what influ
ence was brought to bear on him r don't know. 1 am sure the
Progressive organization in Last Mountain had nothing whatever
to do with Gus Mackay withdrawing. 50

Last Mountain, in the west-central region, lay in the area of the most
successful Klan organization (which was also strong in the south-west
and west). The clear inference from Benson's frank statement is that
the Klan - where it gained strong support - if not arbitrating
between anti-Liberal candidates, at least vetted them and apparently
endorsed one over the other. We can only assume that the weight of
that endorsement was sufficient to dissuade Mackay.

Why did the apparently Klan-sponsored meeting support Ben
son? While allowing the nuns were "mighty good teachers," he vehe
mently asserted (in a 1973 interview), "I am opposed to separate
schools even today."51 Benson also strongly opposed further immigra
tion into Canada.V His opposition both to all Catholic education and
to immigration would have made him an appealing candidate to Klan
supporters. The Hon. Sam Latta, as Minister of Education had been
responsible for defending the separate school system and for the intro
duction of controversial French language readers.v Alone, Benson
confronted an opponent upon whom the full force of the sectarian and
ethnic issues could fall. Latta was one of only two ministers defeated in
1929.'

However, one cannot generalize about an entire provincial elec
tion from the experience of a single constituency. All accounts of the
1929 Saskatchewan election published to date lack any comprehensive
assessment of the campaign as a whole. To discover what each party, as
a party, emphasized in the election, some standard index is needed by
which to measure the incidence and timing of each issue that emerged.

The Saskatoon Star-Phoenix and the Regina Leader-Post oper
ated as the major daily newspapers in the province's two largest urban
centres. Both published unedited statements of a given length, submit
ted by the parties themselves in the three weeks prior to the election.
The Liberals and Conservatives furnished copy for all twenty issues.>'
An analysis of these articles provides evidence of what issues each
party raised and how they sought to use them through the medium of
the province's two metropolitan newspapers.

The following table compares the frequency with which the two
major parties dealt with a series of issues."
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Issue

Corruption and Civil Service Reform
Government Achievements
Natural Resources
Secular Education
Quality of Education
Immigration
Highways
Official Guardian
Dr. Anderson's Character
Chances of Winnipeg

TOTAL

Conservative

13

2
2
1
1
1
1
1

22

Liberal

4
8

5
2

2

21

The number of issues raised slightly exceeds the number of articles
because an individual article sometimes dealt with more than one
topic.

The overwhelming emphasis of the Conservative Party's cam
paign, to which it devoted more than one half of its free newspaper
space, was on the Liberal's corrupt use of power and the need for civil
service reform. As Smith noted, the choice of James Gardiner as
Liberal leader had united the roles of premier and patronage manager,
bringing the issue of civil service reform to the fore.v The Conserva
tives centred their attack on the Liberals' use of patronage throughout
their campaign, convinced it was an issue to unite all government
opponents. That main attack was supplemented by a wide range of
other concerns - natural resources, immigration and highways. The
theme of secular education was mentioned twice, the instance was at
the outset of the campaign, following Dr. Anderson's speech in the
legislature.t? and the second instance occurred much later, in an
attempt to answer a Liberal charge of religious bigotry. 58 In a similarly
defensive tone, the Conservatives combined their presentation of
immigration policy with a denial of Liberal accusations of "racism."59
A systematic examination of official Conservative Party statements
issued throughout the election shows little evidence of an appeal to
religious (or ethnic) prejudice. The pronounced emphasis of the Con
servative campaign clearly lay elsewhere.

The accent at the beginning of the election in the Liberal Party
statements was on the government's achievements. As the campaign
progressed, however, the Liberals began to concentrate on two other
themes: refuting Conservative charges of corruption and attacking the
Conservatives' education policy as religious bigotry. The latter got the
heaviest emphasis, dominating the last weeks before election day.s?
Liberal Party statements accused the Conservative leader of attacking
separate schools.

Boiled down, what does Dr. Anderson's criticism of the govern
ment's educational policy amount to?
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First, Dr. Anderson criticizes the separation of children on the
school playgrounds of the province In so far as that is brought
about by reason of the fact that out of 4,826 school districts there
are 31 separate school districts....61

The next day the Liberals were willing to accept that Anderson might
be blameless personally, but asserted he was backed by religious
bigots.

Dr. Anderson may be personally free of bitterness and bias but he
is supported by people whose minds are warped by sectarian
bigotry and the brand of patriotism which is the last refuge of a
scoundrel. Elected to a position of power, he would be subject to
pressure from these quarters with possible disastrous results.s-

In the last weeks of the campaign the Liberals, perhaps sensing their
own weakness, flailed the Conservative Party as a vehicle for religious
prejudice.

Understandably, looking back on the 1929 defeat, the Liberal
Party, its leader and active members, preferred not to think they had
lost because of a popular revolt against a system of patronage that had
come to be seen as corrupt. James G. Gardiner did not make apologies
for the patronage he considered essential for the existence of the party
system that made parliamentary democracy possible.s- In the imme
diate aftermath of his defeat he was prepared to concede to a party
colleague, "although the organization was a perfectly proper one, it
was possibly a little overdone and people began to think that their
views were being made for them."64 However, in public, party activists
found it more comforting to believe their own allegations from the last
weeks of campaign. Theirs had been a noble defeat in defence of
religious toleration against the forces of religious bigotry.65 That inter
pretation gained strength over time as the next major challenge to the
Liberals (the Conservatives having virtually sunk without a trace in the
1934 election) could also be portrayed as anti-Catholic. CCF leader
M.J. Coldwell noted the Liberal tactic of "spreading fear among the
Roman Catholic population that the CCF would prevent them from
practising their religion."66 In a province thirty percent Catholic, anti
"anti-Catholicism" formed a handy electoral tactic to hold a substan
tial vote to a partisan allegiance.

Understandable and even useful though the Liberal view of the
Conservatives may have been, it has too long overshadowed academic
study of the 1929 election. Too often the Conservative Party is simply
assumed to have used religious prejudice, in some inexplicit connec
tion with the Ku Klux Klan, to defeat the governrnent.s? The Klan,
where it had strong local support, may well have had an influence in
some constituencies: Last Mountain seems to be such a case. But that
does not tell the story of the whole provincial election, nor does it
necessarily implicate the Saskatchewan Conservative Party. On the
basis of the official Party statements, systematically presented in a
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major urban newspaper, the Conservatives' policy toward maintaining
the secular character of public schools-did not differ in substance from
that followed by the Liberal government. Their campaign in 1929
focused on charges of corruption coupled with the promise of civil
service reform. They raised a number of other issues, of which secular
public schooling gained greater mention only in defence against the
late-blooming Liberal attack which confused the issues of separate
schools and secular public schools. That attack, rather than the Con
servative Party's own campaign, left a permanent impression on the
province's popular political culture.
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ABSTRACT. William Jennings Bryan's popularity in western Canada, especially during his 1909
Manitoba tour, stemmed from his role in agrarian protest movements in the United States and his
advocacy of political, economic and moral reforms sought by American settlers in western
Canada. The established western Canadian press, however, whether Liberal or Conservative, saw
him as a disruptive radical force and was relieved by his defeat.

RESUME
La popularite de William Jennings Bryan dans l'Ouest canadien, particulierement au cours

de sa visite au Manitoba en 1909, decoulait du role qu'il jouait au sein des mouvements de
protestation agraires aux Etats-Unis et de son plaidoyer en faveur des reforrnes politiques,
econorniques et morales revendiquees par les colons americains dans l'Ouest canadien. Toutefois,
le percevant comme une force radicale et disruptrice, les grands journaux de l'Ouest canadien,
fussent-ils liberaux ou conservateurs, acceuillirent sa defaite avec soulagement.

William Jennings Bryan, the Democratic Presidential candidate
in 1896, 1900 and 1908, articulated the frustrations that farmers of the
Great Plains felt toward the existing economic and political order in
the United States. During the first decade of the twentieth century
Bryan also emerged as an admired figure in the prairie provinces of
Canada, because he voiced the hopes and aspirations of agrarian
reformers in the United States and in Canada. Farmers on the Great
Plains of Canada and the United States shared many of the same
problems and supported similar economic and political solutions.
Bryan also appealed to western Canadians because he campaigned for
evangelical Christianity and moral piety. He epitomized the values of
small town and rural Protestantism and defended evangelical Protest
antism against the forces of modernism and urban secularism. 1

While many western Canadian agrarian reformers and evangeli
cal Protestants admired Bryan, many conservative Liberal Party and
Conservative Party editors saw Bryan as a symbol of radical Yankee
republican ideas which might infect Canada. During the 1896and 1900
Presidential election campaigns, western Canadian editors made clear
their distaste for Bryan. According to the Winnipeg Free Press, the
leading organ of western Canadian Liberalism, the election of Bryan to
the Presidency in 1896would mean that the United States was "face to
face with a condition of anarchy." Both Liberal and Conservative
Party newspapers in western Canada feared the election of Bryan
might threaten Canadian economic nationalism and the growth of
Canadian industry by forcing Prime Minister Wilfrid Laurier to adopt
free trade. With William McKinley and the protectionist Republican
Party in power in the United States, however, tariff reform' would
probably not take place. Bryan's radicalism also posed a potential
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danger for Canada for it might set an example that some western
Canadians might follow. The existence of the Patrons of Industry in
western Canada in the 1890s and its program of agrarian legislation
appeared too much like American populism and radical democracy for
the taste of conservative editors. Although the Patrons proved to be a
short-lived society, it threatened to spread the agrarian agitation of the
American Great Plains north of the border. With Bryan defeated, the
danger of agrarian radicalism would be considerably reduced.?

When Bryan ran again in 1900, and appeared sympathetic to the
Boers, once again, western Canadian editors opposed Bryan's election,
considering him a threat to the British Empire. Both Liberal and
Conservative party editors identified with the imperialism of President
McKinley, and saw parallels between the British war against the Boers
and the American war against the Filipino guerillas.

In 1908 most of the editors in the prairie provinces and British
Columbia who expressed an opinion on the American election pre
ferred the Republican candidate, William Howard Taft. The reaction
of the western Canadian press, like the Canadian press as a whole,
however, was more complex than in 1896 or 1900. Some newspapers,
such as the Vancouver Province, the Victoria Times and the Winnipeg
Free Press, were strongly anti-Bryan and argued that Canadians asso
ciated Bryan with "destructive theories and policies." As in 1896 and
1900, Bryan represented radical Yankee ideas which threatened the
stability of North American society.'

While most western Canadian editors made clear their preference
for Taft, the image of Bryan underwent a partial change from 1896and
1900. For the mildly to moderately anti-Bryan press, Bryan appeared
more moderate than in 1896. According to the independent Conserva
tive Calgary Herald, the Bryan of 1896 was "crude in manner,
untrained in diplomacy, and unbalanced in judgment," but the Bryan
of 1908,"with greater dignity, maturedjudgment and the advantage of
several years of study and observation" had become a more moderate
and rational political leader. The disappearance of the free silver issue
and the absence of Democratic anti-British diatribes during the 1908
campaign had lessened Canadian press hostility toward Bryan."

The modification of the western press image of Bryan should not,
however, be exaggerated. Most editors remained suspicious of Bryan
and rejoiced when Taft won his victory. His election, argued the
Winnipeg Free Press, was "the answer of the American people to the
combined forces of William Jennings Bryan, Samuel Gompers and the
followers of all new and untried theories and isms and of old falacies
which have been discarded." After the election, most western Cana
dian papers argued that Bryan lacked the stability of a statesman and
was an advocate of erroneous ideas. Liberal and Conservative papers
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agreed that the United States needed a conservative administration in
the White House. In responding to the American election the editorials
of the western press indicated that Bryan still represented too radical
an alternative for most western Canadian editors. Although most
western editors expressed some favourable comments about Bryan's
character, they felt that Taft would create fewer problems.>

During the 1890s and the first decade of the twentieth century
some Canadian entrepreneurs made huge fortunes "and the concentra
tion of economic power fell into the hands of relatively small number
of men." Unlike the United States, Canada lacked muckrakers critical
of these plutocrats. The lack of Canadian muckraking deprived Bryan
of potential Canadian supporters. Many Canadian editors shared the
same attitudes as the Canadian financial elite and close ties existed
between big business and the press. As Paul Rutherford, historian of
late nineteenth century Canadian journalism, has concluded, "busi
nessmen and journalists were sufficiently cosy to compromise the
independence of the press." Some contemporary Canadians, such as
Bob Edwards, editor of the Calgary Eye Opener, agreed that "the
newspapers have largely gone into the service of corporations." Con
sequently, it is not surprising that most western Canadian editors
favored Taft over Bryan, especially since Bryan was well-known for his
attacks on corporate controlled newspapers and campaigned for
government regulation of big business during the 1908 campaign.s

However, there was emerging in the Canadian West during the
first two decades of the twentieth century a new radical agrarian
democracy influenced by British reform and radical Liberalism,
domestic radicalism of the old Ontario Grits and American radicalism
of the populist and progressive movements. Agrarian movements
south of the Canadian border "served as a model, both positive and
negative, for Canadian farmers as they examined their own predica
ment." In the 1880s and 1890s, the Farmers' Alliance spread north of
the border and then the Patrons of Industry. The Patrons' foray into
western politics in the 1890s on behalf of lower tariffs and against high
railroad freight rates coincided with the Populist movement in the
United States, and like the American Populists their attempt at inde
pendent political action proved relatively shortlived.?

At the turn of the century the Society of Equity moved across the
border into Alberta and Saskatchewan. Meanwhile, farmers in the
prairie provinces had formed the Grain Growers' Associations. These
farmer organizations shared similar goals and eventually united.
Farmers were upset by the tariff, railroad rates, monopolistic control
of grain elevators and the Winnipeg Exchange. Farmers tried co
operative action and later political action on the provincial level.
Movements south of the border like the Progressive movement in the
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Vnited States, the Non-Partisan League and in the 1920s even the Ku
Klux Klan had an influence on western Canadians. Roderick McKen
zie, for example, one of the founders of the Manitoba Grain Growers',
went to North Dakota in 1916 to observe the success of the Non
Partisan League. It led McKenzie to urge Canadian farmers to band
together and decide on a platform of progressive measures. The exam
ple of the Non-Partisan League helped encourage the formation of the
Canadian Progressive movement.f

The American example also had an impact on the growth of
militant industrial unionism in western Canada. Bill Haywood, Eliza
beth Gurley Flynn, Frank Little and Joe Hill brought the International
Workers of the World to western Canada. "The IWW was able to
inspire the western Canadian workers whom it organized in the same
manner as it did American workers," Andrew McCormack has argued,
"because the men's experience on either side of the border was essen
tially similar." Western Canadian agrarians looked to the American
example for the same reason - farmers in the prairie provinces and in
the Great Plains shared similar problems."

The large scale American migration into western Canada also
contributed to the agrarian agitation in western Canada and the influ
ence of American agrarian movements. Approximately 785,000 Amer
icans settled in western Canada between 1897 and 1912. American
settlers' brought with them "their agrarian sentiment and political
experiences." Their experiences in the Populist and Progressive
movements "had a profound effect upon the political life of the prairie
provinces." Among the Americans who settled in Canada and later
played a role in the politics and farmers organizations of the prairie
provinces were John Leedy, ex-Populist governor of Kansas; Bertram
Huffman, a veteran of Coxey's Army and agrarian organizer; George
Bevington, a specialist on money and credit issues; Daniel Boissevain,
an agrarian radical from Washington; and S.E. Haight, an agrarian
activist from North Dakota. They became active in farmers' organiza
tions and in the growth of the Non-Partisan League in Canada. 10

Another American, Henry Wise Wood, a veteran of Populism,
emerged as leader of the V nited Farmers of Alberta. By 1918 eight of
the nineteen members of the Executive and Board of Directors of the
V.F.A. had come from the Vnited States. The V.F.A.'s membership
also consisted of a large number of ex-Americans. In western Canada,
the Americans found "their old enemies - protection, privilege,
monopoly, and high finance." American and Canadian farmers on
both sides of the border had to sell their grain on the world market, but
purchased manufactured goods at prices set by manufacturers operat
ing behind the protection of high tariff policies that benefitted local
manufacturers at the expense of agrarian consumers. Moreover, the
farmers were tied to the price of wheat in an unstable market, and
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depended upon the sale of surplus wheat to pay for their land. The land
companies, elevators, railroads, Grain Exchanges and the manufac
turers were outside their control.'!

Like American farmers, western Canadians believed "that the
concentration of wealth and political power in the East had created a
government whose only concern was for the industrialist." Western
Canadian agrarians like their American counterparts wanted to alter
the tax structure to do away with subsidies for business, reduce the
protective tariff and curb monopolies. Although trusts may have
appeared to be an American problem, Canadian agrarians railed
against the combines and "trust busting was advocated in Canada as in
the United States." The political reforms, such as the initiative, refer
endum and recall, were reforms that William Jennings Bryan had
advocated in the United States.'?

F or agrarian radicals Bryan represented the ideal leader in the
struggle for a farmers' democracy. John McIntosh, editor of the Lib
eral Innisfail, Alberta, Free Lance, believed that Bryan stood for
"popular government...directly guided by the toiling masses."
McIntosh, who spoke for agrarians within the Alberta Liberal Party,
believed that both the Liberal Party and the American Democratic
Party championed the common man - the farmer of the Great Plains.
Because of Bryan's identification with the interests of western farmers
agrarian activists on both sides of the border considered him a hero.
Another paper sympathetic to Bryan was the independent Calgary
News. Its editor hoped that the American people would elect Bryan
because his election would ensure control of the trusts and set an
example for Canadians to follow.P

The Grain Growers' Guide, the official organ of the Manitoba
Grain Growers' Association and endorsed by the Interprovincial
Council of Grain Growers' and Farmers' Associations of Canada,
emerged as the leading voice of western Canadian farmers and the
most pro-Bryan paper in western Canada. The staff of the Guide
advocated the initiative, referendum, recall and government regulation
of business. Because of its advocacy of American Progressive reforms,
it is not surprising that the Guide embraced Bryan as a model reformer
for Canadians. Like Bryan and other American Progressives, the
Guide's staff believed that predatory interests controlled the press and
distorted the truth about progressive legislation. Although the Guide
was analyzing the problems of the Canadian press, it cited William
Jennings Bryan's attack on the American press to prove the similarity
in problems. 14

Also, the Guide admired Bryan's attempt to adapt the principles
of the Bible to economic and social problems. The Guide described
Bryan as an honest, devout Christian, motivated by the highest ideals,

- -----
-- - ------------------



230 STRUM

a leader who fought for the rights of the common man. Bryan sympa
thized with "the needy rather than the greedy," and championed the
worker against the exploiting plutocrat. According to the Guide,
Bryan sought to prevent the "idle rich from combining for the more
complete absorption of the fruits of labor of others." Consequently,
the Guide praised Bryan for his valiant struggle upon the behalf of the
common man. IS

The Guide's appreciation of Bryan's efforts to adapt the Bible's
principles to social problems reflected the influence of evangelical
Christianity and the Canadian Social Gospel movement on Canadian
farmers and agrarian social reformers. Salem Bland, William Irvine,
and J.S. Woodsworth among others blended biblical principles and
social reform. These men preached a social gospel and partially voiced
the discontent felt by western Canadian farmers. "Society is steeped in
unrighteousness," Salem Bland preached, and "we must begin the
great work of attack - all ties of commercial life, all the rascalities of
high finance, all the abominations of our political system." This kind of
Social Gospel preaching found a receptive audience with western
farmers and agrarian leaders. Bryan combined social reform and evan
gelical Protestantism which is one of the reasons Bryan appealed to the
Guide and to Canadian agrarians. 16

Bryan's fame and popularity became quite evident when he toured
Manitoba in early 1909 and returned in October 1909 for an extensive
tour of thirteen western Canadian cities for the Y.M.C.A. Americans
and ex-Americans living in Winnipeg requested that Bryan visit
Manitoba. In part because of the large American community in west
ern Canada the Winnipeg Free Press and the Winnipeg Telegram felt
obliged to post the latest returns of the 1908 election as they came in.
Over a 1,000 people gathered outside the Free Press office and similar
arrangements were made in Edmonton. Even before Bryan visited
western Canada the anti-Bryan Saskatoon Phoenix admitted that
"Canadians generally entertained very kindly regards and much admi
ration for Bryan."!'

During this visit to Winnipeg in May 1909, thousands of people
went to hear him speak and after one of his lectures almost 1,000
people approached Bryan to shake his hand. Even the Conservative
Winnipeg Telegram stated that the Canadian people would always
admire Bryan for his pioneer efforts on behalf of the reform movement
in the United States and that "the Canadian public...esteem him as a
man, sincere, able, unselfish." Although the Canadian press had been
hostile to Bryan since 1896, the stories printed in Canadian dailies
about Bryan and American politics had "travelled through Canada
until his name is as well known here as in the United States."18

Another Winnipeg paper, the Tribune, found one of Bryan's
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speeches, "The Price of a Soul," especially relevant to Canada. Bryan's
speech combined Christian morality with an attack on predatory
journalism which the Tribune applied to its Conservative and Liberal
Party rivals. According to the Tribune, which listed a platform of
Canadian reform which read like the Populist Omaha platform of
1892, Bryan was a great leader of the masses against the vested interests
and a man deeply admired by the people of Winnipeg. The Grain
Growers' Guide added its own tribute to Bryan:

Bryan's influence is not circumscribed by the limitations of the
American republic. His sturdy manhood is what all the world
delights in and seeks to emulate, and for this reason Canada
welcomes her guest and is grateful for his coming. 19

From Winnipeg Bryan proceeded to Brandon. Hundreds ofpeo
ple from small farming communities throughout southern Manitoba
traveled to Brandon to hear Bryan. Commenting on Bryan's appeal,
one small town paper, the Hamiota Echo, noted that "quite a number
of our citizens were very anxious to go down to Brandon to hear
William Bryan." Citizens from Hartney arranged for a special train to
take them to Brandon to hear him. The editor of the Wawanesa
Independent who went with "a large party of Wawanesians" to listen to
Bryan, commented that the deafening round of applause that followed
Bryan's speech "was a fitting tribute from hundreds of men and women
whose minds were divested from the petty sordid cares of this life to
higher and nobler things.s?

While en route back to the United States Bryan's train was
diverted to Boissevain, because the local citizens had asked Bryan to
make a special visit. Townspeople and farmers from surrounding
communities crowded the depot to see Bryan, and hundreds took the
opportunity to shake Bryan's hand after he delivered a short speech.
His fame in small towns like Hamiota, Boissevain, Wawanesa, Elgin,
Virden, Hartney and Headingly, made it clear that Bryan had become
a well known and popular American in the rural prairie west.s!

Bryan's October tour was particularly successful in Alberta and
Saskatchewan where large numbers of Americans had settled. Upon
his arrival in Calgary, "everybody from the man who had known Mr.
Bryan in Nebraska," reported the Calgary Albertan, to those who had
met Bryan at old campaign meetings "wanted to grasp his hand." One
immigrant expressed the sentiments of many when he told Bryan that,
"I've voted for you three times...and if I were not Canadian now, I'd
do it again." These American settlers helped spread American reform
ideas and played "an important organizational and ideological role in
mobilization of the Canadian farmer," they contributed indirectly to
Bryan's popularity in western Canada."

By 1908-1909 a split had developed in western Canadian attitudes
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toward William Jennings Bryan. Most Canadian editors, whether
Liberal or Conservative, disliked Bryan's radicalism. When Bryan ran
for President in 1896 and 1900 the western Canadian press was almost
unanimous in its hostility. In 1908, once again, most western Canadian
editors favored the election of Bryan's Republican opponent. Several
factors contributed to the press hostility toward Bryan - his radical
ism, his support for government regulation of business and the fact
that his support for tariff reform in the United States might lead to a
change in Canada's National Policy. Also, Bryan represented agrarian
radicalism which was beginning to surface in Canada, and his election
as the American President might encourage Canadian agrarians to
increase their pressures on Canadian political parties. Canadian edi
tors portrayed Canada as a nation of order and stability in comparison
to the United States. Bryan served as a convenient symbol for Cana
dian editors to illustrate the differences between the American and
Canadian political systems. Because of Canada's superior political
institutions no radical agrarian like Bryan could ever emerge as a
major party Ieader.P

William Jennings Bryan's popularity in western Canada stemmed
from his role in agrarian protest movements in the United States and
his advocacy of political, economic and moral reforms also advocated
in western Canada. He articulated grievances also felt by western
Canadians. His combination of political reform with evangelical Pro
testantism appealed to western Canadian agrarians. For Canadian
agrarians, Bryan served as a symbol of the kind of leader they wanted
to see emerge in Canada and of the kinds of changes they wanted to
make in the economic and political life of Canada. Bryan served as an
inspiration and a model for western Canadian agrarians. He helped
popularize and spread the ideas of reform that Canadians and Ameri
can immigrants adapted to meet the needs of western Canada. Just as
Bryan represented the ideas that Liberal and Conservative Party edi
tors rejected as too radical, Bryan also represented for western Cana
dian agrarians the American ideas that they felt were applicable to
Canada.
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The Recent Development of a Unique Population:
The Hutterites of North America
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ABSTRACT. Since 1950the Hutterites of North America have come to be known as perhaps the
fastest growing population in the world, a distinction that has brought them more notoriety than
fame. Data are now available which indicate that a significant decline in growth has occurred, and
that the Hutterite population is no longer unique, as it has long been regarded.

RESUME
Depuis 1950, les Hutterites d'Arnerique du Nord sont percus comme etant peut-etre la

population qui augmente Ie plus rapidement au monde, prerogative qui lui donne plus une
sombre reputation qu'une bonne renornmee. A present, on dispose de donnees qui indiquent que
cette croissance a connu un declin considerable et que la population hutterite n'est plus consideree
aussi exceptionnelle qu'on s'est plut longtemps a le croire.

Eaton and Mayer in 1950 undertook the first (and only) complete
census of the Hutterites since the group's arrival in North America
during the period 1874-79. The results (Eaton and Mayer, 1954)
indicated that the Hutterite population was growing at an annual rate
of 4.32%1 (or doubling every sixteen years), a figure that has subse
quently been described by demographers as "startling" and "pheno
menal" (Cook, 1954, 1968; Pratt, 1969). Eaton and Mayer were able to .
demonstrate that this rate of increase was attributable to a very high
birth rate (46 births per 1000 population), resulting in an average
completed family size of 10.4 children. Projections based on these
figures have aroused resentment and fear on the part of certain groups
who have felt threatened by this strange, German-speaking, "commu
nist" sect (Flint, 1975). In response to these fears governments in
Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba have attempted at various times
to curb Hutterite expansion by restricting their right to purchase land
and establish new colonies. Threats of such action continue to be made
today.?

Recently, however, evidence has accumulated suggesting a sub
stantial decline in Hutterite population growth. Peter (1980), for
example, cites data gleaned primarily from informal self-enumerations
which demonstrate quite convincingly that such a decline has occurred
since 1965. He estimates that as of 1977 Hutterite population growth
stood at 2.91%. The most recent of these self-enumerations (as of
December 31, 1981) reports a total North American population of
24,216, and a growth rate since 1977 of 2.63%.3 Unfortunately the
accuracy of these counts cannot be conclusively established, and Peter
suggests that they may underestimate the actual population. Ryan
(1977), however, also reports population data, applicable only to
Manitoba Hutterites, but derived from income tax records and almost
certainly highly accurate. These figures indicate an annual growth rate
from 1970 to 1975 of only 2.16%.
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In the absence of complete enumerations of known accuracy,
these Manitoba data represent the best source of information on
Hutterite population growth currently available.' They are compiled
annually (since 1970) by the accounting firm which Manitoba Hutter
ites have collectively engaged for income tax and other purposes,
where accuracy is essential. Manitoba Hutterites constitute approxi
mately 25% of the total North American population, but represent.
only one (Schmiedeleut) of three kinship groups.' Although largely
endogamous, the three groups share a common ancestry and heritage,
and exhibit only relatively minor differences in life-style. The Schmied
eleut are, however, somewhat more progressive than either of the other
two groups, and their representativeness in terms of population growth
cannot be taken entirely for granted. It may well be, as the self
enumeration data suggest, that the Schmiedeleut are leading the trend
toward reduced growth, but the trend does appear to be applicable to
all North American Hutterites.

The Manitoba data reported previously (Ryan, 1977; Peter, 1980)
do not extend beyond 1975 and are reported only in summary fashion.
What follows is an updated (to December 31, 1981) and more detailed
presentation intended to specify more clearly the parameters of the
Hutterites' transition from a near stable population and the "highest
fertility population on record" (Ericksen, et. al., 1979) to something
considerably less spectacular and, to some, less threatening.

The Data

The figures in Table 1 generally confirm that the Hutterites have
entered a period of reduced population growth. Although the 1975-81
annual growth rate (2.33%) is higher than the 1970-75 rate (2.16%), the
increase is slight and we are still left with an overall annual rate of
increase since 1970 of 2.25% (or doubling every thirty-one years), well
below the 1950 figure of 4.32%, with a doubling time of only sixteen
years." The 1975-81 increase, however, may indicate that the overall

TABLE 1:

MANITOBA HUTTERITE POPULATION: 1970-81

Year

1970
1975
1981

Population"

4666
5191
5959

No. of Colonies

48
60
65

Pop. per Colony

97.2
86.5
91.7

*Annual rate of increase 1970-75 =2.16%; 1975-81 =2.33%; 1970-81 =2.25%
Source: Compiled by Meyer, Norris, Penny Co., Brandon, Manitoba, and made available by

Rev. Jacob Kleinsasser, Crystal Spring Hutterite Colony, St. Agathe, Manitoba.
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decline has halted and that the growth rate will stabilize at approxi
mately the current level. New colony formation has slowed considera
bly during the 1975-81 period, and this is reflected in an apparent
reversal in the long established trend toward smaller (in terms of
population) colonies. This may be a temporary development, however,
in that the pace of colony "branching" in Manitoba appears to have
accelerated during 1982.

Figures 1 and 2 depict the age-sex pyramids as of 1950 and 1981
, respectively. Because the population was growing so rapidly in 1950 it
was also very youthful, with 50% under fifteen years of age and 20%
under five. In 1981 the comparable figures were 38% and 12%. This

Age
75+

70-74
65-69
60-64
55-59
SO-54
45-49
40-44
35-39
30-34
25-29
20-24
15-19
10-14
5-'9
0-5

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Percent Of Population

Figure l. Age-Sex Pyramid, Total North American Hutterite Population, 1950 (N=8542)

Source: Based on data compiled by Eaton and Mayer (1954).
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45-49
40-44
35-39
30-34
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Figure 2. Age-Sex Pyramid, Manitoba H utterite Population, 1981 (N=5959)

Source: Based on data compiled by Meyer, Norris, Penny Co., Brandon, Manitoba. and made
available by Rev. Jacob Kleinsasser. Crystal Spring Hutterite Colony. St. Agathe.
Manitoba.
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aging of the population also manifests itself in the upper age brackets.
In 1950 only 1.6% were in the sixty-five and over age category; by 1981
this figure had increased to 3.5%. In 1950 Eaton and Mayer described
the Hutterite population, with its near constant net reproduction rate,
as closely approximating the statistical model of a stable population
(1954:43-44). Such a population had never been encountered before,
and the discovery of the Hutterite case prompted such descriptions as
"a demographic museum piece" (Cook, 1954:103) and "a demographic
epic" (Cook, 1968:32). It is now apparent that at least the Manitoba
Hutterite population is no longer stable.

Eaton and Mayer also noted that as of 1950 Hutterite men had a
greater life expectancy than women, and concluded as follows:

This dramatic reversal of the generalization that females are the
'stronger' sex with regard to longevity is probably a result of the
very high fertility of Hutterite females. Few Hutterite women die
because of pregnancy or in childbirth but it is possible that the
frequent repetition of child bearing lowers their resistance to mor
bidity. (1954:53).

If this hypothesis is correct, then one would expect the apparent
decline in fertility since 1950 to have had an effect on the male-female
ratio. Table 2 indicates that this is indeed the case. Females now exceed
(or equal) males in all ages categories beyond forty, whereas in 1950
males exceeded (or equalled) females in every category."

TABLE 2:

HUTTERITE MALES AND FEMALES, 1950 AND 1981,
AS A PERCENTAGE OF THE TOTAL POPULATION

1950 1981
Age Male Female Male Female

75+ .02 .01 0.6 0.6
70-74 .03 .03 0.4 0.5
65-69 .05 .03 0.6 0.8
60-64 .05 .05 0.9 0.9
55-59 .90 .80 1.0 1.2
50-54 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.2
45-49 1.5 1.3 1.7 2.1
40-44 1.9 1.4 2.1 2.6

Source: Compiled by Meyer, Norris, Penny Co., Brandon, Manitoba, and made available by
Rev. Jacob Kleinsasser, Crystal Spring Hutterite Colony, St. Agathe, Manitoba.

Conclusion

It appears, then, that the Manitoba Hutterite population is

------------~--~--------~--~- -- --------
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becoming less unusual and more like that of its host society. The extent
to which this is true of the total North American population remains
moot, but it seems highly unlikely that the Manitoba population is
significantly atypical. Those inclined to make alarmist projections of
future Hutterite population levels on the basis of a 4.32% rate of
growth must now qualify their estimates accordingly. The threatening
"Anabaptist explosion" (Pratt, 1969) may turn out to be more smoke
than fire.

At the moment the Hutterites appear to be a population that has
significantly reduced its birth rate over a relatively short period of time
despite a strong religious prohibition on contraception and a long
tradition favouring large families. Why this has occurred, the way in
which it has been achieved, and with what consequences, may have
applicability to other (particularly "third world") populations. Some
tentative answers to these questions have been offered (Peter, 1980;
Boldt and Roberts, 1980), but more research is obviously required. The
Hutterites appear to have entered a very critical period in their history,
characterized by a fundamental shift in their approach to sociocultural
change. This is now beginning to manifest itself in a variety of interre
lated ways, one of which is the decline in birth rate. What remains to be
done is to document these changes and analyze their inter-

. relationships."

NOTES
I Eaton and Mayer actually report a figure of 4.13%, calculated by using the Glass

(1940:404-415) formula. This method of calculating population growth requires more
detailed information than is available for the period since 1950. I have therefore recalculated
the 1950 figure using the standard "compound interest" formula in order to allow meaningful
comparisons.

2 The Union of Manitoba Municipalities at its most recent annual meeting (November, 1982)
debated (but defeated) a resolution calling on the Manitoba Government to severely restrict
Hutterite land purchases.

3 These figures were made available to the author by Rev. Jacob Kleinsasser, senior elder for the
Schmiedeleut Hutterites.

4 Beginning in 1971 the Canada Census lists the Hutterites as a separate religious denomina
tion, but the results are demonstrably inaccurate and do not, of course, include those
Hutterites residing in the United States.

5 The other two kinship groups are the Dariusleut andLehrerleut. Of a total estimated popula
tion of 24,000, the Schmiedeleut number about 10,000,60% of whom are located in Manitoba,
with the remainder concentrated largely in South Dakota. The Dariusleut and Lehrerleut
number approximately 7000 each, and are located in Alberta, Saskatchewan, Montana and
Washington. For a more detailed account of the three kinship groups and their origin see, for
example, Hostetler (1974). Eaton and Mayer, unfortunately, did not analyze their 1950 data
by kinship group.

6 This figure is still quite high in absolute terms, of course. The Canadian rate of population
growth for 1980-81 was 1.18%, while the rate of natural increase was .83%. Hutterite growth is
almost exclusively the result of natural increase, since out-migration (through permanent
defection) and in-migration (via the conversion of "outsiders") are still quite rare.

7 Factors other than decreased fertility may, of course, be implicated in this reversal of the sex
ratio. Perhaps the tensions and stress that non-Hutterite males are presumably subject to are
beginning to affect Hutterite males as well, with similar debilitating effects.

8 See Peter and Whitaker (in press) and Peter, Boldt, Whitaker and Roberts (1982) for
examples of the kinds of changes that are now occurring.

-------------------- ----- --- ~-------



240

REFERENCES

BOLDT

Boldt, E.D. and L.W. Roberts
1980 "The decline of Hutterite population growth: Causes and consequences." Canadian

Ethnic Studies 12:111-117.
Cook, R.C.

1954 "The North American Hutterites: A study in human multiplication." Population Bul
letin 10:97-107.

1968 "Pockets of high fertility in the United States." Population Bulletin 24:25-55.
Eaton, J.W. and A.J. Mayer

1954 Man's Capacity to Reproduce: The Demography ofa Unique Population. Glencoe, III.:
The Free Press. (First published as an article in Human Biology 25 (1953):206-64).

Ericksen, J.A., E.P. Ericksen, J.A. Hostetler and G.E. Huntington
1979 "Fertility patterns and trends among the Old Order Amish." Population Studies

33:255-276.
Flint, D.

1975 The Hutterites: A Study in Prejudice. Toronto: Oxford University Press.
Glass, D.V.

1940 Population: Policies and Movements in Europe. Oxford: University Press.
Hostetler, J. A. .

1974 Hutterite Society. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press.
Peter, K.A.

1980 "The decline of Hutterite population growth." Canadian Ethnic Studies 12:97-110.
Peter, K.A. and I. Whitaker

"The Hutterite economy: Recent changes and their social correlates." Anthropos, in
press.
"The acquisition of personal property among Hutterites and its social dimensions."
Anthropologica, in press.
"The changing role of Hutterite women." Prairie Forum, Vol. 7, No.2.

Peter, K.A., E.D. Boldt, I. Whitaker and L.W. Roberts
1982 "The dynamics of religious defection among Hutterites." Journalfor the Scientific Study

of Religion, 21:327-337.
Pratt, W.F.

1969 "The Anabaptist explosion." Natural History 78:8-23.
Ryan, J.

1977 The Agricultural Economy ofManitoba Hutterite Colonies. Toronto: McClelland and
Stewart.



241

PRAIRIE THESIS, 1980-81

The CANPLAINS Research -Inventory maintained by the Infor
mation Services of the Canadian Plains Research Center has provided
the following list of 1980-81 theses concerning the prairie region.
Theses of a general nature or which did not relate specificially to the
plains region have been deliberately omitted. If any relevant theses
have yet to be included we would be grateful to our readers for bringing
them to our attention.

Readers wishing a list of theses for all or other years, or wishing a
listing of research in addition to theses on a particular subject may have
a search of CANPLAINS performed by their libraries. CANPLAINS
(CPL) can now be accessed through QL Systems, which is available in
libraries across Canada and the United States. Further information ~\1
about searches can be obtained from librarians, or from Information , ., ,
Services, Canadian Plains Research Center, University of Regina. ~I !,'J/
Humanities and Social Sciences
ARMANN, D.M. An Analysis of Factors Affecting Job Satisfaction for Directors ofNursing in

Western Canada. M. Ed. thesis, Dept. of Educational Administration, University of
Alberta, 1981.

BALCOM, R.J. A Regional Approach to the Study of Diet During the First Century of the
Hudson's Bay Company Fur Trade in Rupert's Land. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Anthropology,
University of Manitoba, 1981.

BARIL, Evelyn Joy. Native Households in Winnipeg: Strategies of Co-residence and Financial
Support. M.A. thesis, Queen's University, 1981.

BARRIE, Doreen. A Study of Political Attitudes in Alberta. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Political
Science, University of Calgary, 1981.

BARRINGTON, G.V. The Impact of Environmental Forces on Alberta Community Colleges,
1980-1990. Ph. D. dissertation, Dept. of EducationalAdministration, University of Alberta,
1981.

BETKE, Carl F. The Development of Urban Community in Prairie Canada: Edmonton,
1898-1921. Ph.D. dissertation, Dept. of History, University of Alberta, 1981.

BILOKRELI, Bryan G.M. A Comparison Between a Spatially Ideal Campus and the University
of Saskatchewan. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Geography, University of Saskatchewan, 1981.

BODDEN, K.R. The Economic Use by Native Peoples of the Resources of the Slave River
Delta. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Geography, University of Alberta, 1981.

BOTTAS, B.G. Identifying Characteristics of Court Reporting Personnel who Completed a
Two-year Program in Court Reporting at aNon-university, Postsecondary Institution in
Alberta. M.Ed. thesis, Dept. of Industrial & Vocational Education, University of Alberta,
1981.

BO'YLE, D.M. The Economics of Pesticide Use: The Relative Effectiveness of Insecticide
Strategies Recommended to Control Flea Beetles in Rapeseed.. M.Sc. thesis, Dept. of
Agricultural Economics & Farm Management, University of Manitoba, 1981.

BRADY, Paul Desmond. The Health Status of Saskatchewan's Registered Indians, 1959-1978.
M.A. thesis, Dept. of Sociology, University of Saskatchewan, 1981.

BUSS, H. The Mother-Daughter Relationship in the Manawaka Works of Margaret Laurence.
M.A. thesis, Dept. of English, University of Manitoba, 1981.

CARTER, Sarah A. Man's Mission of Subjugation: The Publications of John MacLean, John
McDougall and Egerton R. Young, Nineteenth-Century Methodist Missionaries in West
ern Canada. M.A. thesis, Dept. of History, University of Saskatchewan, 1981.

CHAN, Helen Oi-Lan. Family Organization and Change Among the Chinese in Calgary. M.A.
thesis, Dept. of Sociology, University of Calgary, 1980.

CULLEN, M.D. The Evolution of Petroleum Concessions in Iran and Alberta. LL.M. thesis,
Faculty of Law, University of Alberta, 1981.

DAUPHINAIS, Robert Allan. Prediction of Success in a Diploma School of Nursing. M.Ed.
thesis, Faculty of Education, University of Regina, 1980.



242

DE BEAUPRE, L. Ann. Rural Open Space Planning: An Exploratory Study of Alberta. M.A.
thesis, University of Waterloo, 1981.

DOBBIN, M.G. A Study of the Lives of James Patrick Brady and Malcolm Frederick Norris
-Metis Patriots of the Twentieth Century. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Sociology & Social
Studies, University of Regina, 1981.

DOOLEY, A.M. The Cold Lake Oil Sands Project: An Economic Analysis. M.Sc. thesis, Dept.
of Rural Economy, University of Alberta, 1981.

DUECK, Ronald Peter. Some Relationships of Religious and Personality Factors to Science
Attitudes of Adolescents in a Mennonite Community. M.Ed. thesis, Faculty of Education,
University of Manitoba, 1981.

ECKERT, R.A. Co-operative Financial Intermediation. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Economics,
University of Regina, 1981.

EPP, Esther R. The Origins of the Mennonite Central Committee. M.A. thesis, Dept. of History,
University of Manitoba, 1981.

ETCHEVERRY, J.D. A Preliminary Assessment of Manitoba's Outdoor Recreational Needs.
M.A. thesis, Dept. of Geography, University of Manitoba, 1981.

FA Y, M.P. A Regional Integration Strategy for National Parks, With Special Reference to
Riding Mountain National Park. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Geography, University of Manit
oba, 1981. .

FINNIGAN, James T. Assessing Contemperaneity of Tipi Rings in the Northwest Plains: A
Descriptive Approach. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Anthropology & Archaeology, University of
Saskatchewan, 1981.

FL YNN, Brian John. A Study of Religious Beliefs and Moral Commitments of Roman Cathol
ics in Calgary: Implications for Religious Socialization. Ph.D. dissertation, University of
Calgary, 1981.

FREDERICK, Beatrice A. Construction of the Hudson Bay Railway: A History of the Work
and the Workers, 1908-1930. M.A. thesis, Dept. of History, University of Manitoba, 1981.

FRENCH, John Reid. A Review of Recreational Carrying Capacity and Lakeshore Develop
ment Regulations: Implications for Saskatchewan. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Geography,
University of Regina, 1981.

GERWING, A.J. Newspaper Accounts of the Major Educational Reforms in Alberta 1936.
M.Ed. thesis, Dept. of Educational Foundations, University of Alberta, 1981.

GETTY, Ian Allison Ludlow. External and Indigenous Sources of Social Change Among the
Stoney Indians of Alberta. Ph.D. dissertation, Dept. of History, McMaster University,
1981.

GIBBS, Barrie Wayne. Human Service Systems: A Simple Conceptual Model and Case Study.
M.B.A. thesis, Dept. of Business Administration, University of Manitoba, 1980.

GLENN, M.E. Price Stability and Marketing Alternatives for Grain Corn in Manitoba. M.Sc.
thesis, Dept. of Agricultural Economics & Farm Management, University of Manitoba,
1981.

GOODE, Donald Peter. Public Response to a New Recreation Area: The Example of Lake
Diefenbaker, Saskatchewan. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Geography, University of Saskatche
wan, 1981.

GORIUS, Delmar Dewey. Declining School Enrolment: A Study of Strategy Preference. M.Ed.
thesis, Faculty of Education, University of Regina, 1980.

HALL, John Raymond. An Ethnography of Teachers' Informal Assessment Practice in a
Calgary Elementary School. Ph.D. dissertation, Dept. of Educational Foundations, Uni
versity of Calgary, 1980.

HARDER, Allen. The Underdevelopment of Nutrition and Health in Northern Manitoba: A
Case Study of Modernization and Bottle Feeding. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Geography,
University of Manitoba, 1981.

HARRISON, L.K. The Problem of Migratory Waterfowl Crop Depredation: With Special
Reference to Manitoba. M.Sc. thesis, Dept. of Agricultural Economics & Farm Manage
ment, University of Manitoba, 1981.

HART, Murray L. School Science Fairs in Southwest Manitoba. M.Ed. thesis, Faculty of
Education, University of Manitoba, 1981.

HAUCK, Robert S. The Policy-Making Process in the Department of Northern Saskatchewan
1972-1977. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Economics & Political Science, University of Saskatche
wan, 1981.

HEENEY, David W. A Soft Energy Supply and Demand Model for Alberta. M.E. Des. thesis,
Faculty of Environmental Design, University of Calgary, 1980.

HERBERT, P.G. Consumer Understandings of Alberta Students. M.Ed. thesis, Dept. of
Secondary Education, University of Alberta, 1981.

HILL, Judith S. Alberta's Black Settlers: A Study of Canadian Immigration Policy and Practice.
M.A. thesis, Dept. of History, University of Alberta, 1981.

HOLIK, H.G. Prospects for Regional Economic Development: Industrial Complex Analysis for
Northern Manitoba. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Geography, University of Manitoba, 1981.

HORNBROOK, R.D. Rural-Urban Population Change in Alberta 1956-1979. M.Sc. thesis,
Dept. of Rural Economy, University of Alberta, 1981.
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HOY, D.J.The Municipal Recreation Agency as Deliverer of Leisure Services to the Handi
capped in Small Alberta Communities. M.Ed. thesis, Faculty of Physical Education &
Recreation, University of Alberta, 1981.

HRITZUK, Eugene. A Study of the Existing and Desired Instructional Supervision Practices of
Principals in Saskatchewan Schools. M.Ed. thesis, Dept. of Educational Administration,
University of Saskatchewan, 1981.

HUGHES, Terrence R. Gabrielle Roy et Margaret Laurence: Deux Chemins, Une Recherche.
Ph.D. dissertation, McGill University, 1980.

IRVINE, Duncan N. Reform, War and Industrial Crisis in Manitoba: F.J. Dixon and the
Framework of Consensus, 1903-1920. M.A. thesis, Dept. of History, University of Mani
toba, 1981.

JAFFRAY, R.G. Effects of Enrollment on Jurisdiction Expenditures in Alberta. M.Ed. thesis,
Dept. of Educational Administration, University of Alberta, 1981.

JANZEN-NEUFELD, Jeanette Melinda. A Survey of Teacher Education Needs as Perceived by
Instructors in Saskatchewan Technical Institutes. M.Ed. thesis, Faculty of Education,
University of Regina, 1981.

JOHNSON, C.B. A History of Mental Health Care in Manitoba: A Local Manifestation of an
International Social Movement. M.A. thesis, Dept. of History, University of Manitoba,
1981.

JONES, N.K. Glacigenic Streamlined Landforms Near St. Paul, Alberta. M.Sc. thesis, Dept. of
Geography, University of Alberta, 1981.

JUZWISHIN, D.W.N. A History of the Alberta Hospital Association: 1919-1971. M.H.S.A.
thesis, University of Alberta, 1980.

KAABWE. Stella. A Study of Curriculum Implementation: Teachers' Perceptions of Factors
Affecting the Implementation of the New Division III English Programme. M.Ed. thesis,
Faculty of Education, University of Regina, 1981.

KARLINER, Susan R. Public Awareness of and Attitudes Towards the Mentally Retarded in
Calgary, Alberta. M.A. Thesis, University of Calgary, 1981.

KESTEN, Cyril A. A Study to Determine the Relationship Between Business Education Student
Teachers' Understanding of College Economics and Their Understanding of Personal
Economics. Ph.D. dissertation, Faculty of Education, University of Regina, 1980.

KIRKBY, Robert. Bonus Bidding for Petroleum Leases in West Pembina. M.A. thesis, Faculty
of Social Sciences, University of Calgary, 1980.

KOENIG, Delores Mary. Cognitive Styles of Indian, Metis, Inuit and Non-Natives of Northern
Canada and Alaska and Implications for Education. Ph.D. dissertation, Indian & Northern
Education Program, University of Saskatchewan, 1981.

KOOYMAN, Brian. Metis Faunal Remains and Variables in Archaeological Butchering Pattern
Analysis. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Archaeology, University of Calgary, 1981.

KOOYMAN, Susan Marie. The Policies and Legislation of the United Farmers of Alberta
Government, 1921-1935. M.A. thesis, Dept. of History, University of Calgary, 1981.

LA ROCHE, Kevin Lee. Governments, Co-operatives and Conflict: Saskatchewan's Cable War,
1972-79. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Economics & Political Science, University of Saskatchewan,
1981.

LAWSON, John H. Central Place Change in Southern Alberta: 1951-1978. M.A. thesis, Dept.
of Geography, University of Calgary, 1981.

LEA VITT, S.S. Market Performance of the Alberta Pork Producers' Marketing Board. M.A.
thesis, Dept. of Rural Economy, University of Alberta, 1981.

LEBOURGEOIS, J.P.R. The Effects of the Mill Woods Land Bank of Land and Housing Prices
in Edmonton. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Geography, University of Alberta, 1981.

LEDRESSAY, Daniel. Populism and the Means of Production in Saskatchewan's Develop
ment 1920-1980. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Political Science, University of Regina, 1981.

LETOURNEAU, L.A. Policy Implementation: The Creation of a French Teacher Training
Institute in Manitoba. Ph.D. dissertation, Dept. of Educational Administration, University
of Alberta, 1981.

LEWIS, Philip John. The Alberta Wheat Pool, 1923-1935. M.A. thesis, Dept. of History,
University of Calgary; 1981.

LIVINGSTONE, J.P. A Case Study of Four Indian Families Participating in a Church
Sponsored Alcohol Intervention Pilot Program. M.Ed. thesis, Faculty of Education, Uni
versity of Regina, 1981.

LYONS, Glenn F. Plan Evaluation and the High River Central Business Area. M.E.Des. thesis,
Faculty of Environmental Design, University of Calgary, 1980.

MACKIE, E.G. A Follow-Up Study of the 1978-79 Business Education Students of the Alberta
Vocational Centre, Edmonton. M.Ed. thesis, Dept. of Industrial & Vocational Education,
University of Alberta, 1981.

MACLELLAN, John Angus. Perceptions of Community Development Held by Saskatche
wan's Community College Personnel. M.C.Ed. thesis, Dept. of Continuing Education,
University of Saskatchewan, 1981.

MAITLAND, B.A. Developmental Tasks Among Alberta Rural Youth and Their Implications
for 4-H Programming. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Rural Economy, University of Alberta, 1981.
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MAKEPEACE, G. International Joint Commission: The Garrison Diversion Reference Inves
tigation. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Political Science, University of British Columbia, 1981.

MALTMAN, Lynn G. Cost Relations in Alberta Hospitals. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Economics,
University of Calgary, 1981.

MARCUZZI, Rose Marie. REAP for Indian Children Entering an Urban School System,
M.Ed. thesis, Indian & Northern Education Program, University of Saskatchewan, 1981.

MAR TEINSON, Douglas J. Policy Considerations Involved in the Implementation of Residen
tial District Heating in Alberta. M.E.Des. thesis, Faculty of Environmental Design, Univer
sity of Calgary, 1980.

MAY, Susan Alice. A Study of Women's Noninstitutional Educational Programs in Saskatoon.
M.C.Ed. thesis, Dept. of Continuing Education, University of Saskatchewan, 1981.

MCATEER, John Richard. The Spatial Development ofRural Local Government in Alberta.
M.A. thesis, University of Calgary, 1981.

MCCARTHY, Mary Martha C. The Missions of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate to the
Athapaskans 1846-1870: Theory, Structure and Methods. Ph.D. dissertation, Dept. of
History, University of Manitoba, 1981.

MCDOWELL, David J. Settlement and Arboreal Vegetation Change in the Carman-Morden
Area of Southern Manitoba. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Geography, University of Manitoba,
1981.

MEADOWS, Mary Lea. Adaptation to Urban Life by Native Canadian Women. M.A. thesis,
Dept. of Sociology, University of Calgary, 1981.

MESSER, Ronald Peter. A Jungian Analysis of the Archetypal Significance of Nanabozo, the
Rickster-Transformer-Culture Hero of Chippewa Mythology. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Arts&
Science, Carleton University.

MOTT, Morris K. Manly Sports and Manitobans from Pioneer Days to World War I. Ph.D.
dissertation, Dept. of History, Queen's University, 1981.

NEWSTEAD, R.G. Optimal Airtanker Location in Alberta. M.Sc. thesis, Dept. of Geography,
University of Alberta, 1980.

NICKS, Gertrude C. An Historical and Biological Study of Iroquois Population in Alberta.
Ph.D. dissertation, Dept. of Anthropology, University of Alberta, 1981.

NICOLSON, I.J. A Secretarial Program Curriculum Monitoring Model for Post-Secondary,
Non-University Institutes in Alberta. M.Ed. thesis, Dept. of Industrial & Vocational
Education, University of Alberta, 1981.

NWANK WO, Doris Ijeoma. Relationship Between Primary Group Contacts and the Use of the
Mass Media Among Nigerians in Calgary. M.A. thesis, University of Calgary, 1981.

OMARA-OJUNGA, Peter Hastings. Resource Management in Mountainous Environments:
The Case of the East Slopes Region, Bow River Basin, Alberta, Canada. Ph.D. dissertation,
University of Waterloo, 1981.

PAULS, Leonora M. English Folk and Traditional Songs of Alberta: Collection and Analysis
for Teaching Purposes. M.Mus. thesis, University of Calgary, 1981.

PEARCE, Cheryl Marie. An Evaluatation of Satellite-Generated Information for Inclusion in
Rangeland Monitoring Programs in Alberta. M.Sc. thesis, Dept. of Geography, University
of Calgary, 1980.

PEARCE, Cheryl Marie. An Evaluation of Satellite-Generated Information for Inclusion in
Rangeland Monitoring Programs in Alberta. M.Sc. thesis, Dept. of Geography, University
of Calgary, 1980. _ ,

POWELL, Trevor J.D. The Church of England in the Dioceses of Qu'Appelle and Saskatche
wan: Their Establishment, Expansion and Respons.e to Immigration 1874-1914. M.A.
thesis, Dept. of History, University of Regina, 1981.

POWER, Robert Daniel. Arts and Science Graduates' Reactions to Their University Education.
M.A. thesis, Dept. of Psychology, University of Saskatchewan, 1980.

PRIDY, Donald David. The Future of Aggregate Usage in Central Alberta. M.B.A. thesis,
Faculty of Business Administration & Commerce, University of Alberta, 1980.

REMIS, Leonard L. James Ross - 1835-1871: The Life and Times of an English-Speaking
Halfbreed in the Old Red River Settlement. M.A. thesis, Dept. of History, University of
Manitoba, 1981.

RICHAN, Donald Stuart. Boosterism and Urban Rivalry in Regina and Moose Jaw,
1902-1913. M.A. thesis, Dept. of History, University of Regina, 1981.

RIGBY, John. Decentralized Budgeting in the Larger Rural School Divisions of Saskatchewan.
M.Ed. thesis, Dept. of Educational Administration, University of Saskatchewan, 1981.

RIZZO, Dee Dee. A History of the Mount Carmel Clinic: An Ethnic and Socio-Economic
Perspective. M.Ed. thesis, Faculty of Education, University of Manitoba, 1981.

ROBSON, Robert S. Flin Flon: A Single Enterprise Community, 1927-1946. M.A. thesis, Dept.
of History, University of Winnipeg, 1981.

ROSE, R.A. The Evolution of the Role of the Board of Trustees in the Governance of a
Canadian Bible College. Ph.D. dissertation, Dept. of EducationalAdministration, Univer
sity of Alberta, 1981.

ROWE, Brenda Marion. The Professional Bureaucratic Conflict and Role Stress in Staff Nurses
in Southern Alberta. M.A. thesis, University of Calgary, 1981.

~----------------------------------- - - _. --
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ROZEN HART, R.N.L. The Process of Governance Change at Four Alberta Colleges. M.Ed.
thesis, Dept. of Educational Administration, University of Alberta, 1981.

RUMPEL, L.A. Painting Arts of the North American Plains Indians: A Sociological Analysis.
M.A. thesis, Dept. of Sociology & Social Studies, University of Regina, 1981.

RUNTE, R.A. The Emergence of the Open University Concept in Alberta. M.Ed. thesis, Dept.
of Educational Foundations, University of Alberta, 1981.

SARAS, Kalliopie Marie. Developpement d'un Vocabulaire Orthographique de Base Adapte
aux Eleves Francomanitobains des Niveaux Scolaires de la Deuxieme ala Sixierne Annee.
M.Ed. thesis, Faculty of Education, University of Manitoba, 1980.

SAYERS, Graham Frederick. Educational Policy Formation Within the County System of
Alberta: A Study ofInfluence. M.Ed. thesis, Dept. of Educational Administration, Univer
sity of Calgary, 1981.

SCHROEDER, Roger. Factors Affecting Communication Between Riding Mountain National
Park and Surrounding Region. M.N.M.R. thesis, Natural Resources Institute, University
of Manitoba, 1980.

SCOTT, M.A.K. The Office Industry as an Instrument of Urban Economic Development:
Advantages, Disadvantages and Policy Implications of Winnipeg's Infrastructure. M.A.
thesis, Dept. ofGeography, University of Manitoba, 1981.

SHAIN, J. The Role of the Social Gospel in the Rise of the CCF. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Political
Science, McMaster University, 1981.

SLATTERY, Brian. The Land Rights of Indigenous Canadian Peoples, as Affected by the
Crown's Acquisitions of their Territories, with Particular Reference to the Period
1760-1873. Ph.D. dissertation, Faculty of Law, Oxford University, 1981.

SMITH, Peter Fletcher. Willow Park East Housing Cooperative: A Study in Territorial Re
structuring. M. Land. Arch. thesis, Dept. of Landscape Architecture, University of Manit
oba, 1980.

SMITH, Wendy Z. Planning for the Down-and-Out Group in Skid Row: A Case Study of Jack's
in Winnipeg. M.E.Des. thesis, Faculty of Environmental Design, University of Calgary,
1980.

SOCKNAT, Thomas. Witness Against War: Pacifism in Canada, 1900-1945. Ph.D. disserta
tion, Dept. of History, McMaster University, 1981.

SOLAR, Elsie. The Business Education Department Head in Manitoba Public High Schools: A
Survey of Duties and Responsibilities. M.Ed. thesis, Faculty of Education, University of
Manitoba, 1981.

SOTIRIADIS, Caterina Maria. The Development of French Second Language Programs in
Manitoba: 1880-1980. M.Ed. thesis, Faculty of Education, University of Manitoba, 1981.

ST ANKO, Barbara L. The Student Experience: An Ethnographic Analysis of the Clinical
Laboratory Experiences of Diploma Nursing Students. M.Ed. thesis, Faculty of Education,
University of Manitoba, 1981.

SURIE, Raman Dev. Revitalization of Downtown Winnipeg - a Study of the Area North of
Portage Avenue. M.C.P. thesis, Dept. of City Planning, University of Manitoba, 1981.

SW AFFIELD, Audrey-Claire. Exoffenders in Transition: An Evaluation of a Criminal Rehabil
itation Project. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Sociology, University of Calgary, 1980.

SWERHUN, Stanley R. Guidelines for Bicultural Education of Minority Group Children in
Alberta. M.Ed. thesis, Dept. of Educational Curriculum & Instruction, University of
Calgary, 1981.

SYDNESS, T.E. A Survey of Producers' Knowledge and Attitudes Toward Marketing Boards
Operating in the Province of Alberta. M.B.A. thesis, Faculty of Business Administration &
Commerce, University of Alberta, 1981.

SYMYROZUM, L.E. A Study of the Relationship Between Educational Program Levels in
Alberta School Systems and Selected Measures of Fiscal and Non-Fiscal Variables. Ph.D.
dissertation, Dept. of Educational Administration, University of Alberta, 1981.

TAILLEFER, Jean-M. Les Franco-Manitobains et les Grandes Unites Scholaires. M.A. thesis,
Dept. of History, University of Manitoba, 1980.

TELFORD, Marilyne Jean. Nutrition Knowledge, Attitudes and Food Practices of Independ
ent Elderly Living in Saskatoon. M.Sc. thesis, College of Home Economics, University of
Saskatchewan, 1981.

TENOVE, S.C. Procedures and Criteria Used by Alberta Health Units in Selecting Community
Health Nurses. M.Ed. thesis, Dept. of Educational Administration, University of Alberta,
1981.

THACKER, R.W. Landscape and Technique: The Background and Development of North
American Prairie Fiction. Ph.D. dissertation, Dept. of English, University of Manitoba,
1981.

THIESSEN, Victor Paul. Some Social and Economic Factors Associated with School Closure
in a Rural Manitoba Centre. M.Ed. thesis, Faculty of Education, University of Manitoba,
1981.

THOR, J. A Religious Controversy Among Icelandic Immigrants in North America 1874-1980.
M.A. thesis, Dept. of History, University of Manitoba, 1980.

TH RAVES, Bernard Douglas. An Evaluation of Ethnic Variations in the Patterning and
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Expectations of Urban Residence: The Case of Winnipeg. Ph.D. dissertation, Dept. of
Geography, University of Manitoba, 1981.

TOUGH, F. A Historical Geography of Manitoba's Commercial Fisheries. M.A. thesis, Dept. of
Geography, McGill University, 1981.

TROYER, Elizabeth Osbaldeston. Causes of Regina's Rental Housing Shortage and its Effects
on Residential Satisfaction, 1972-1978. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Geography, University of
Regina, 1981.

VAN CAMP, Keven Robert. A History of the Frontier School Division with Emphasis on
Centralization and Decentralization in the Organization and Administration of the Div
ision. Ph.D. dissertation, Faculty of Education, University of Manitoba, 1981.

VELDHUIS, H. Ecological Land Survey in Manitoba: A Discussion and Evaluation. M.Sc.
thesis, Dept. of Soil Science, University of Manitoba, 1981.

VERMA, Savita. Industrial Growth in Saskatchewan and Managerial Training Needs. M.B.A.
thesis, College of Commerce, University of Saskatchewan, 1980.

VOLK, Lois. Rural Electrification in Saskatchewan. M.A. thesis, Dept. of History, University of
Regina, 1980.

WAGNER, Roy M.K. Distance Education. Ph.D. dissertation, Centre for the Study of Post
Secondary Education, University of Alberta, 1981.

WALDEN, K. The R.C.M.P.: Symbol and Myth. The Evolving Image of the R.C.M.P. as
Manifested in Canadian and American Literature. Ph.D. dissertation, Dept. of History,
Queen's University, 1981.

WEAVER, S.L. Implementation and Monitoring in Planning: The Experience of the Edmonton
General Municipal Plan. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Geography, University of Alberta, 1981.

WEBSTER, Alan Ralph. Empirical Estimation of Regional Energy Demand Models for Cana
dian Manufacturing. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Economics, University of Calgary, 1980.

WETHERILL, Ellen. Families' Perception of the Elderly Involvement with Residents in an
Edmonton Nursing Home. M.A. thesis, University of Calgary, 1980.

WHITAKER, Christine. A Survey of the Opinions of Saskatchewan Teachers Concerning the
Use of the Bible inthe Division IV English Curriculum. M.Ed. thesis, Faculty of Education,
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chewan. M.Sc. thesis, Dept. of Geology, University of Alberta, 1981.

CHARIKAR, Elkan. Retorting of Low Grade Oil Sands. M.Sc. thesis, Dept. of Chemical
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HAHN, P. H.B. Studies on Fluoride Induced Changes in Laying Hen Performance and Fluoride
Transfer to Blood, Bone, Tissue and Eggs. M.Sc. thesis, Dept. of Animal Science, Univer
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B Horizons. M.Sc. thesis, Dept. of Soil Science, University of Alberta, 1981.

LEE, B.D. Influence of Rye (Secale Cereale L.) Grain on the Water and Electrolyte Metabolism
of Adult Roosters and on the Salt Requirement of Growing Chickens. Ph.D. dissertation,
Dept. of Animal Science, University of Manitoba, 1981.

LIEFFERS, Victor James. Environment and Ecology of Scirpus maritimus in Saline Wetlands
of the Canadian Prairies. Ph.D. dissertation, Dept. of Botany, University of Manitoba,
1981.

MACCULLOCH, Ross. Some Aspects of the Ecology of the Western Painted Turtle, Chryse
mys picta belli (Gray), in Southern Saskatchewan With Special Reference to Movement and
Growth. M.Sc. thesis, Dept. of Biology, University of Regina, 1981.

MCQUEEN,D.A. A Survey of the Diseases of Wild Rice in Manitoba. M.Sc. thesis, Dept. of
Botany, University of Manitoba, 1981.

MUC, K.A. Effects of Nitrogen Level and Induced Metabolic Acidosis of Renal Functions of
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thesis, Dept. of Animal Science, University of Manitoba, 1981.
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BOOK REVIEWS

Civilizing the West: The Gaits and the Development of Western Can
ada by A.A. den Otter. Edmonton: University of Alberta Press, 1982.
Pp. xviii, 396, $24.95, cloth.

A.A. den Otter's book, Civilizing the West, concerns the devel
opment of southern Alberta. It is basically divided into three parts,
dealing first with Alexander T. Galt, then describing the social and
economic development of Lethbridge in southern Alberta, and finally
focusing on unionization and the coal miners' strike of 1906 in Leth
bridge. Of the three parts of den Otter's book only one is remotely
successful, while the other two fail altogether.

The first part of the book focuses on the life and times of Alex
ander Galt, one of the "Fathers ofConfederation." The problem is that
den Otter's characterization of Galt seems to become mired in all the
fulsome rhetoric of the nineteenth century. Hence, Galt embodies the
"entrepreneurial spirit of change...material progress and expansion
...resolutely accept[ing] the challenge of building a thriving and grow
ing...robust society ..." (p. 163). This jargon, which is the author's,
parrots the nineteenth century capitalist who sought to legitimize his
pecuniary self-interests through the assertion that these interests were
really those of the community at large. In fact, the author himself
seems to espouse what originally was an eighteenth/ nineteenth century
presupposition that there existed a fundamental harmony of interests
between the various classes of society. This is a most dubious principle
which seems absurd in describing Alexander Galt. Here is the "Father
of Confederation" signing the Annexation Manifesto of 1849advocat
ing continental integration with the United States, the better to pursue
his potential business interests in the American northeast. Later he
opposes an all Canadian route for the CPR because of vested interests
in a right-of-way through the United States. Then there is Galt's
constant sniveling when serving in public office because he cannot
make ends meet. What inadvertently comes out of den Otter's treat
ment of Galt is the picture of an entirely self-interested, whining egotist
who served Canada's interests only when they served his own. Galt is a
sorry excuse for a "Father of Confederation," though the author is
loath to admit that Galt persistently used public office or influence to
make a dollar even if it meant selling Canada out to the United States.

The author's essai into labour history also seems to suffer from his
immersion in nineteenth century rhetoric and ideology. Indeed, one
has the impression of reading a period propaganda tract from the
Western [Canada] Coal Operators' Association, again full of nineteenth
century paternalistic banalities bemoaning worker intransigence, lack
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of responsibility, immoderation, and so on. The author seems to
despair over Canada's loss of innocence and fall from grace as it
entered the industrial age. Indeed, if one is to accept the author's
underlying assumption, Canada was an ideal society before industrial
ization where a true harmony of interests prevailed only to be rent
asunder by the evils of industrialization. Horrors! Canada then sank
into a class oriented society where "the unity of the work place was
shattered" (p. 304) and conflict spread across the land. Shame!

Though it is difficult to say anything positive about this book, the
author does provide a description of the beginnings of life and settle
ment in Lethbridge which will be of interest to residents of this city and
its environs. Unfortunately, the author still fails to control his love of
platitudes. Consider, for example, his stirring, evocative description of
coal mining "vibrantly alive with hissing steam engines, whining
gears .. .shrieking cables, [and] thundering coal cars ..." (p. 239,
reviewer's italics). It is as though the author were running his finger
nails over a blackboard. His banal flourishes have this effect.

Finally, there is the unfortunate title of this book, Civilizing the
West. The implication, of course, is that there was no civilization
before the arrival of Upper Canadian culture. But the Blackfoot and
Cree inhabited the prairies of what is now southern Alberta. By their
lights they were civilized. One may doubt whether these North Ameri
can Indians saw the paleface's baggage and called it civilization.

Michael Jabara Carley
Research Officer
Historic Sites Service
Alberta Culture

EDITORS' NOTE

Whileit is not usual to publish two reviews of one book, due to the importance of this book and
the strong and controversial views it generated (in one instance unsolicited), it was decided to
pu blish both.

Civilizing the West: The Gaits and the Development of Western Can
ada. by A.A. den Otter. Edmonton: The University of Alberta Press,
1982. Pp. xviii, 396, $24.95, cloth.

The "civilization" theme emphasized in the title might on first
consideration seem pretentious. After all, what did the Galts accom
plish in western Canada that was not closely akin to simple resource
exploitation? The principal merit of this book is that it effectively
combines an account of the vision and energy of the entrepreneurial
Galts of central Canada on the one hand with an introduction to the
"civilization" which occurred in the prairie west as a result.

Not much that is new appears in den Otter's careful elucidation of
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Alexander Galt's Montreal-based efforts to open the north-west for
agricultural development based on British immigration and settle
ment. Most histories which include Galt, however, cease to mention
the name after his stint as British High Commissioner in the 1880s.
Having worked for years to promote cosmic preparatory projects like
the federated union of half ofNorth America with Canada, the estab
lishment of a tran..scontinental railway, and the attempt to encourage
British emigration to populate the prairie west, Galt and more particu
larly his son Elliott turned, in the 1880s, to the production of coal and
to speculations in farmland in the district of southern Alberta. By the
early twentieth century, the Alberta Railway and Irrigation Company
had consolidated the resources of the various Galt enterprises in land,
coal and railways in the region. Its diversity could absorb the costs of a
lost early coal monopoly and the demonstrated necessity to experi
ment with major irrigation projects. A single-minded dedication to
economic development was rewarded with profit.

But the "civilization" which occurred was not only the work of the
GaIts (with help from C.A. Magrath), nor did the reality of it in many
respects match their ideals. The manpower requirements of mine and
field spawned a town: Lethbridge displayed, alongside splendid man
sions and the facade of genteel society, the squalor of shack accommo
dation, inadequate public services, and sordid boom-town recreations
preying upon the susceptibilities of working men isolated from their
home societies. It included representatives of several cultures who
found one another strange and caused leading citizens to wonder
whether a British society could be regained. Miners formed unions, on
occasion belligerently confronting the developers whose visions were
too circumscribed to include much attention to the personal welfare of
the labour commodity. If the GaIts contributed an instrumental initia
tive, the results, both entrepreneurial and social, soon developed their
own complex impetus.

Den Otter's treatment comprehends the rather drab (even in
predatory) story of Galt enterprise more completely, but portrays
some of the intricate tissue of Lethbridge area society more colour
fully. On the latter, his is a limited concern: to link his social history to
the dominance of a single corporate business entity. He concludes that
the form taken by Galt enterprise introduced major divisions, touching
off animosities which precluded any overall sense of a strong commun
ity of interests. The attitudes and accomplishments of the GaIts are
clear. The nature of western society is, however, only partially
explained by attention to the GaIts. What varieties of"civilization" did
all the other newcomers envision? If the miners wanted only cash from
the Galt developments, what was it for? If they intended to stay only
temporarily, what was their destination? If this was not their ideal of
civilization, how many other versions were there? We should hope to
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perceive the whole story over and over again from the perspectives of
other participants who were unlike the GaIts.
Carl Betke
Chief of Research
Historic Sites Service
Alberta, Culture

The Developing West: Essays on Canadian History in Honour ofL.H.
Thomas edited by John Foster. Edmonton: The University of Alberta
Press, 1983. Pp. 342, $15.00, paper.

It is fitting that the University of Alberta has published this
Festschrift to honour L.H. Thomas upon his retirement from' nearly
twenty years of teaching at that institution. These essays also honour
his equally distinguished career in Saskatchewan as both a teacher and
archivist.

L.H. Thomas's reputation rests both upon his important contri
butions to scholarship and upon his personal integrity. As L.G. Tho
mas rightly observes in the first essay of this volume, L.H. Thomas was
"intolerant only of the misuse of the cultural interest to serve the
advantage of social or political ends." In that connection I recall a
conversation with Dr. Thomas at the time when it was felt by many
that the separatists were gaining strength in Alberta. I asked him how
he would react should the separatists, in search for an intellectual
pedigree, seize upon the Struggle for Responsible Government in the
Northwest Territories as providing historical evidence of the "oppres
sion" of the West and the validity of the separatist viewpoint. Dr.
Thomas protested that his book could not be construed as support for
the separatist position, and to so construe it would be simply dishonest.
That reaction was typical for him: he assumed, perhaps somewhat
optimistically, that even one's foes had some integrity and at least the
capacity for rational judgment.

L.H. Thomas's integrity led him to a broad yet personal social
commitment. For instance, his championing of the CCF/NDP was in
part based upon his understanding of his obligations as a Christian and
a rational being for the welfare of his fellow man. And as L.G. Thomas
notes, that led to an almost instinctive sympathy for the exploited.
Nevertheless, L.H. Thomas never belonged or could be assigned to a
particular school of historical writing. As L.G. Thomas observed, L.H.
Thomas was "too sensitive and open to be assigned to any school of
history" whether it be frontierismor any other theory.

The balance of the essays in this volume deal with specific aspects
of prairie history. Roughly five of the essays fall into the generally
related topic of the social, political and economic transformation of
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the prairie region during the 1860sand 1870s. In his contribution, A.A.
den Otter describes the attempts of the Hudson's Bay Company to
monopolize transportation in the region through the use of steamboats
on some of the navigable lakes and rivers in the prairies. In this
endeavour the Company used the same techniques that it had used
earlier to meet competition: either to squeeze out its competitors or else
ally itself with the threatening force. But this tactic initially failed in the
face of environmental problems, and ultimately it failed completely
when the railway indiscriminately opened the region to the rest of
Canada and the world. In a similar vein, Irene Spry examines local
commercial interests during the 1850s, 1860s and 1870s which con
flicted with the Hudson's Bay Company. Significantly, Spry notes the
impact of the introduction of new ideas and "new business opportuni
ties" to the region. As well, American traders sometimes acted as the
allies .oflocal trading and commercial interests in the conflict with the
ambitions of the Company. Spry argues that eventually economic
initiatives passed to newcomers who were "attuned to the new ways
that were replacing the old roving life of the plains." Her analysis
suggests that the changes of the 1860sand 1870swere part of a complex
process of social change on the Prairies' which involved more than
merely the replacement of one elite with another.

A further essay dealing with this process of change is by Sylvia
Van Kirk who presents a case study of Alexander Ross's attempt to
enculturate his half-breed children to his Protestant and Anglo-Saxon
culture. The story of the Ross family is full of pathos. The Rosses, some
of whom had been educated in Canada and who saw Canada as a
symbol of "progress" to which Red River and the prairies should
aspire, were, along with their half-breed compatriots, destroyed as a
political and social force in Red River because of the changes of the
1870s. The notions of "progress" that some of the Ross offspring
supported were not, needless to say, exclusive to the' educated half
breed community of Red River. Dave Richeson notes in his essay that
the telegraph was seen by both government and settlers as an instru
ment that was essential for the economic development of the region
and its integration into the nation. The control of information was
consciously seen by government as an important technique for secur
ing the region and, as an extreme example, Richeson notes that the
Canadian government built telegraph lines into the Blackfoot country
in 1885'in order to secure information rapidly about the activities of the
Blackfoot. Appropriately, the cost of constructing the line into the
Southwest was borne by Canada's military appropriations. But this
link between information and control was also manifested in commer
cial and social endeavours, and in sum Richeson terms the introduc
tion of the telegraph a "revolutionary" change. The last essay that falls
clearly within the theme of cultural change during the transfer years is
Eleanor Luxton's collection of recollections and translations of Stoney



256

myths and stories about "medicine." The latter was a broad concept
that for the Plains Indians encompassed not only physical healing but
as well one's spiritual relationship with the world. Luxton's compila
tion provides solid examples of how Indians defined "medicine" and in
the course of these stories the cultural changes following the arrival of
European settlers are outlined.

A few essays in the volume are inter-related through the theme of
political partisanship. G.F.G. Stanley studies the impact of the 1885
Rebellion upon Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. He contends that
the involvement of Maritimers in the military campaign in the prairies
"brought to the Maritimes a new awareness of the country beyond the
Canadian shield." However, what is particularly interesting in Stan
ley's study is his description of the reaction of one of central Canada's
hinterlands, the Maritimes, to national events that were taking place in
another central Canadian hinterland, the prairies. He argues that
Maritime opinion about the Rebellion was generally identical to that
of the national political parties. That may not be particularly surpris
ing, but it does present an important and early indication of the
manner in which political partisanship influenced, despite regional
considerations, debates on national issues.

w. Leland Clark discusses the criteria used by the Federal
government in determining the location of experimental farms in
Saskatchewan. Among other criteria, partisan politics was important
in deciding where the farms would be located. But Clark goes beyond
that and notes that differing geographical and climatic conditions
within the province also conditioned the location of experimental
farms. For instance, different agricultural research was needed on the
plains as opposed to the parkland, which leads Clark to the observa
tion that it is dangerous to generalize about the prairies as a region
given the important differences within a single province. But as well his
detailing of the role of partisanship in the siting of farms illustrates the
importance of political influence for small towns which were attempt
ing to diversify their local economy. In a further contribution to the
volume, Raymond Huel describes the prairie career of J.J. Maloney
who subscribed to the opinion, unfortunately too common in the
history of prairie Canada, that the French Canadians and Roman
Catholics represented one of the major threats to Canada's develop
ment as a "nation." Although the narrowness that Maloney repre
sented was not peculiar to the prairies, it did represent, just as did the
farmers' movement, a further challenge that the national political
parties had to surmount or mitigate in order to achieve political power.
The problem of reconciling radically differing attitudes and ideals is
also the theme of J. W. Brennan's study of Charles Dunning. Brennan
characterizes Dunning's political career as an example of the close
relationship between the Liberal Party and the farmers' movement in
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Saskatchewan. Dunning's career represented one way in which an
essentially regional concern, the demand for agrarian reform, was
channelled through the mechanism of the political party into national
political life where it was partially defused or at least discussed. And it
also illustrates, although Brennan might object, how regional political
leaders could personally benefit by regional protest and thereby estab
lish their national influence and promote their wealth and their inte
gration into the central Canadian elite.

The balance of the essays in the volume do not fall into any tight
topical categories: In the essay by Peter Ward, a general introduction
to the study of western Canadian demography is provided. As John
Foster notes in his introduction to the volume, historical demography
is a sadly neglected topic in western Canadian studies. Ward's fine
essay is suggestive of the results that such research can produce. Ward
notes that before 1930 the demographic data for the West show a high
level of mobility in the western Canadian workforce due to the cyclical
and temporary nature of much of the available work on the frontier. A
good instance of that observation is detailed in W.J. Cherwinski's
study of the British harvester-movement of 1928. In 1928 thousands of
British workers were brought to the prairies to bring in the harvest.
Cherwinski stresses that this event mirrored many Canadian concerns:
the English-Canadian preference for Anglo-Saxon immigrants and
contemporary views about organized labour and the idealization of
rural life. Yet the problems associated with the recruitment and
employment of such workers were so great that the event provided a
major stimulus to the mechanization of prairie farming in a response to
the chronic labour shortages.

John Gilpin's essay on land development in the city of Strathcona
is an excellent article on the central role that land speculation played in
prairie urban development. Land development in Strathcona was
typified by an alliance. among local, regional and national interest
groups who aimed to enrich themselves through land development.
What is especially valuable in this study is that, contrary to the regional
mythology whereby the prairies are said to have been exploited almost
exclusively by non-regional interests, Gilpin shows that local and
regional interests were as much to blame for Strathcona's recurring
financial crises as were outsiders. The City's constant fiscal crises were
clearly related to land speculation and its attendant excessive subdivi
sion of land. In other words, urban development in Strathcona was
complex and was characterized by national and regional and local
linkages of capital and ambition.

The last essay in the volume is T.D. Regehr's study of the activities
of Canadian banks in the prairies during the period 1900-1939; Regehr
argues that the characterization of the prairies as a debtor region is
only partially true. He suggests that only for the years 1907-1924 were
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the prairies a debtor region and that for most of the period 1900-1939,
the banks had more money on deposit in prairie branches than they
had out on loan. Accordingly, Regehr suggests that many of the
'complaints voiced by prairie farmers about the banks were justified.
Nevertheless, he points out on the other hand that prairie farmers were
often short-sighted and contradictory in their demands. This created a
stalemate between the banks and the farmers which in turn necessi-
"tated political involvement to solve the impasse. This is an important
and useful area of study, and Regehr's essay provides a good reference
for further detailed work on the role of banking in the prairie economy.

The majority of the fourteen essays in this book were written by
former students of L.H. Thomas. Their variety and breadth serve as a
testament to his ability as a teacher and supervisor, while those essays
not written by his former students show the value that others place
upon his example.

Donald G. Wetherell
Historical Research Consultant
Edmonton, Alberta

The Rainbow Chasers by Ervin Austin MacDonald. Vancouver: Doug
las & McIntyre, 1982. Pp. 272, $16.95, cloth.

The Rainbow Chasers is a splendid book. Ervin Austin Mac
Donald set out to write a biography of his father, but in so doing he
involves us with the whole MacDonald "clan." By the end of the book,
one is filled with respect for their achievements and very glad to have
made their acquaintance.

Archibald Rory MacDonald arrived with his parents in Bytown,
Ontario from Glengarry, Scotland during the 1850s. Throughout his
long life MacDonald prayed, sang and, one suspects, swore in Gaelic.
By the age of twenty-one he was playing a key role in the family lumber
business. He was already a "bull of the woods," organizing the cutting
and floating of timber on the Ottawa River. A family disagreement
sent him west to join the search for gold and for twenty years he
wandered in the western mountains from Denver to Sonora, Mexico,
and back to Montana."

He was driving cattle to supply the work crews building the
Canadian Pacific Railways at Revelstoke when he suffered an accident
which left him a partial cripple for the rest of this life. The accident
slowed him down long enough for him to get married to a girl half his
age. The couple settled down to raise a family on a homestead in the
mountains of eastern Washington on the Pend Oreille River. After
bearing him four children his wife died in childbirth and MacDonald
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returned to prospecting. He spent two years in the Yukon while his
young family languished in an orphanage. The new century found the
family reunited and living once again on the Bear Creek homestead.
However, it was not long before the blandishments of the Canadian
government lured MacDonald to Alberta. The family moved to estab
lish a homestead on the prairie near Daysland in 1904. They stayed
long enough to survive the severe winter of 1906/ 1907, but MacDon
ald had a miserable time with pleurisy which, he was convinced, was
brought on by the flat landscape. It came as no surprise to the rest of
the family that he decided to move them back into the mountains when
the spring finally came. He was 68 years old when he sold out and led
the family on a trek to the Cariboo.

They found what they were looking for - the perfect site for a
ranch - some 50 miles north ofKamloops on a tributary of the North
Thompson River. Over the next twenty years they put down deep roots
and played an important role in helping to open up the isolated district
to settlement.

In one sense this book is a fast moving adventure story. The young
hero battles his way to a position of authority as a "bull of the woods"
with his fists and the force of his personality. He rides a bucking horse
to its death, and so wins not only a fine horse but also an Indian chiefs
daughter. He survives floods, blizzards and prairie fires, grizzly bears
and Mexican bandits. But in another sense these incidents of high
drama are bound together by a narrative which draws a clear picture of
the staggering work load that was undertaken cheerfully and without
conscious thought by a pioneer family. Every member of the family
contributed to survival. The author, Ervin MacDonald, was doing all
the cooking for five men when he was only 13, and none of them
starved. Perhaps even more impressive was the casual assumption that
the youngsters were self reliant. In their early teens the boys were left
for weeks at a time to carry out all the chores at the homestead while
their father was making the long trip to town and the nearest govern
ment land office. But MacDonald never asked more of his sons than he
was prepared to give himself. He spent the winter of his eighty-seventh
year alone at an isolated cabin feeding the beef herd.

After reading recent books about English public schoolboys and
orphan children, who were ill-suited to meet the demands of the
frontier, it is reassuring to find a family of pioneers who are so
competent. Not only could they hunt, trap, and fish, handle pack
horses, waggons and sledges, act as cowboys, dairymen and wheat
farmers, but they built no less than five permanent homes during their
wanderings, as well as innumerable barns and outbuildings. The corol
lary to this is the insight it gives into the lack of specialization of the
frontier labour force. At the same time the economic system was far
from simple. Prospecting and working for mining companies led to the
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contracts for hauling freight and supplying beef on the hoof. The fact
that the family owned a team was enough to secure them a contract
hauling goods along the railway right-of-way before the rails were laid.
Later they built a siding for the Canadian Pacific Railway. A contract
for fencing a neighbour's .land would be "laid off' to a more recent
arrival so that the MacDonalds could break more land. Cash to
purchase necessities and to pay taxes came from a variety of sources
often far removed from the homestead itself.

Very often those most able and interested in recording their
adventures on the frontier prove to be the least competent pioneers.
Ervin MacDonald seems to be blessed with almost total recall and
handles his pen with the same skill that he once displayed with his
skillet and his axe. This book is more than the story of one family's
heroic exploits, it involves the reader as an eyewitness of the events and
processes by which the mountains and plains of the northwest were
transformed.

Simon Evans
Department of History
Memorial University

A New Improved Sky by Don Kerr. Moose Jaw: Thunder Creek
Publishing Co-operative Ltd., 1981. Pp. 67, $5.00 paper.

In "My father's soul," the first of thirty-one poems in this collec
tion, the speaker remembers his boyhood trips to hockey games with
his father, remembers his father vividly in terms of those games and the
long walks home through darkness and cold. But the memories are
warm and valuable, and the poem ends with the simple statement, "I
take my boys to the games." While this poem reflects Don Kerr's
awareness of painful loss, the pain is relieved somewhat by a sense of
continuity, of the father's influence carrying over to the speaker's
relationship with his own children.

All of the poems in A New Improved Sky are concerned with
change and loss, but the resultant pain is seldom relieved as it is inthe
opening poem, although several of the poems are lightened by their
humor. For instance, in "1968. An aware poem (for the responsible use
of alcohol)" the speaker is made aware of his conformity when he
encounters four young transients, "children of the sun they call them,"
who stand in front of the Commodore Cafe, "lording it over Second
Avenue / clothing bruised faces tattered / with kingship eyes casing my
town." Remembering his own former irresponsibility, he is embar
rassed by his present appearance and the probable judgment of him by
these newcomers:
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and I can see it
in that bastard's eyes, in his mind,
his unpublished anecdotes on the prairies,
with me as a townsman, me and my briefcase,
sinking roots like plumbing,
circumscribed by civic bus routes,
the young sunbeam insurance salesman
(and his goddamn briefcase)

The discomfort raised by the encounter is resolved when the speaker,
admitting that "still-tie, briefcase and haircut, I'm on my way/ to the
beer parlour for a draft with old friends," sees "the four hippies / step
into the office of Air Canada" and realizes that the four are not as clear
of the system as he had supposed. It is, he delights, "another victory for
the drinking classes."

Kerr's poems progress through their four groupings more and
more away from this sort of personal and playful particularity to a
broader awareness of the anxiety resulting from change. The central
symbol becomes the architecture of Saskatoon. The character and
community of the older houses and buildings are lost to the wrecker's
ball:

this is after all saskatoon the beautiful
yet there is no peace
the radio nags
newspapers explode on the front steps
you wake up and there's a crater next door
where your neighbour lived.

In the longer, six-part poem "Capitol punishment, December 1, 1979,"
even the magnificent, old Capitol Theatre must go:

there's one poem you can't walk into any more
merry christmas from tomorrow
alberta developers have big balls
and the local council supports them fully

The fearful inhabitants of the city cower in bars, dislocated and disor
iented. Those, like Kerr himself, who would challenge the destruction
of the beautiful old buildings are tried and found guilty by the "short
men" who plan the new city:

mr. k member of various boards
on his sixth whiskey
defender of the future of the past
a large person in favour of the small scale
mr. chairman I propose...
guilty of future

The only individuals who are safe from anxiety are those who have
drunk themselves into unawareness, who have become "guiltless of
any / design on the future."

The developers, or "they," impose their cold, sterile vision of the
future on the city and its defeated inhabitants:
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the day they wait for is the day
when their self is their facade
clean tall white
fed on milk and the milk of human
endeavour
and we all applaud .
the geometry of the future
the grid of human reason
the absolute clarity of commerical comfort
look how well balanced I am
they say and their arms open wide
like a bleached phoenix the scotia centre
rises to receive us
enter it says the white and the off white
chambers of my soul.

Kerr's five-part closing poem, "The Serpent's Egg," uses images
borrowed from Bergman's film of the same title to broaden the poet's
preoccupation with change even further. History becomes the continu
ing story of fear, of shrieks in the night, of the individual overwhelmed
by incomprehensible shifts and new orders. The fear that this poem
evokes resembles the nameless fear suggested by Yeats' "The Second
Coming," although it is finally localized in Saskatoon and defined to
some degree:

yet in the city where I live,
a small city by a river...
I've heard a rumour on the wind
that the coffee in my cup
has been ground with blood
planted with blood
signs in my tea leaves say,
tea planted with blood
bought and sold with blood.
Can this be true?

The poem ends with a series of unanswered questions, terrifying in
their stark language and their implications.

Don Kerr's A New Improved Sky is a collection of very strong,
very effective poetry. The speaker's language is almost always right; it
has individuality and freshness. We share the very personal anxieties of
a human being, whether these are prompted by the speaker's relation
ships with other individuals, by his concern with what is happening to
his living space, or by his fear that all the horrors of history cannot be
side-stepped as a book written about somewhere else than "saskatoon
the beautiful." His final questions ask, "Shall we tell others the news? /
Will they believe us?" Kerr has told us the frightening news in such a
manner that we must believe him.

William Latta
Department of English
University of Lethbridge
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Western Canadian Politics: The Radical Tradition edited by Donald
C. Kerr, Edmonton: NeWest press, 1981. Pp. 118, $6.95 paper.

This slim paperback volume is a direct product of a conference on
"The Radical Tradition in Western Canadian Politics" held in Saska
toon on September 29 and 30, 1979. There are three main sections in
this book; the first deals with the "Origins" of western Canadian
radicalism. The second consists of the "Recollections" of five principal
actors in the CCF in Saskatchewan. And the final section, probably the
most interesting, contains a variety of views from the left, regarding the
NDP in the 1970s.

Little of scholarly interest or value, it may be argued, is to be
found in the first section of Western Canadian Politics. Norman
Penner's "TheWestern Canadian Left - in Retrospect," attempts to
provide a conceptual and organizational framework in which to place
radical political development in the three western provinces. He is
quite right in stressing "very strongly that the western Canadian radical
tradition is made up of many diverse ingredients, and many causes.
Marxism, social 'democracy, agrarian populism, Christian socialism,
labourism and liberal-democracy are the principal ideologies that
found a fertile soil in the West" (p. 14).Tony Mardiro's "William Irvine
and the Farmer Labour Movement in Alberta" is a disappointing
summary of his published biography of Irvine; James McCrorie's "The
C.C.F. and the Tradition of Agrarian Radicalism" is a flimsy six-page
discussion of some problems faced by agrarian socialists in Saskat
chewan in the 1920s and 1930s.

In their recollections of the CCF in Saskatchewan.Carlyle King,
Mrs. Elsie Hart, Mrs. George Williams, Frank Coburn and Stan Rand
often provide a valuable human dimension to the study of the rise of
the CCF. It is a pity that far more space and attention were not devoted
to this section of the volume. We need to know a lot more from the
Saskatchewan grass-roots about the rise of the CCF and this volume
missed a glorious opportunity to help fill this unfortunate void.

The final section could have been entitled "The Waffle Then and
Now." John Richards, Don Mitchell and Lorne Brown, all key players
in the Waffle drama that unfolded in the late 1960s and early 1970s in
Saskatchewan, are given the opportunity to look back to a political
movement they helped coax into existence and then saw disintegrate
into sectarian bitterness. Richards is still in the NDP, Mitchell hasleft
the party to organize "left farmers, trade Unionists and students" and
Brown is now trying to organize a "Marxist-Socialist Party." Peter
Prebble's "The Left of the NDP" provides proof that the so-called
"Left" is not dead in the Saskatchewan NDP, and Gordon MacMur
chy's "The NDP" reveals that at least one NDP Cabinet member
probably attended the wrong meeting in Saskatoon in late September,
1979.



264

Excellent conferences do not necessarily make excellent books.
And few conference proceedings, including the Saskatoon 1979 Con
ference, merit publication in their entirety. What is of particular value
in this collection are the "recollections." But there are too few of them
and moreover too many of these are too brief and too superficial.

Finally, it should be pointed out that the title of the volume
Western Canadian Politics: The Radical Tradition is somewhat mis
leading. Most of the book deals with the CCF and NDP in Saskatche
wan. There is little attempt made to come to grips with anything but the
most superficial aspects of the radical political tradition in Manitoba
or Alberta. And, of course, there is no mention made of yet another
"Western Province" - British Columbia.
G.A. Rawlyk
Department of History
Queen's University

Stephan G. Stephansson: The Poet of the Rocky Mountains by Jane
W. McCracken. Historic Sites Service, Occasional Paper No.9.
Edmonton: Alberta Culture, Historical Resources Division, 1982. Pp.
viii, 264, $7.00 paper.

The author of this thorough and interesting study states in her
preface that "the purpose of this Occasional Paper is to provide a view
of Stephansson as a pioneer and poet and of his relationship to the
Icelandic community in the west and its efforts to preserve its cultural
heritage." Primarily, however, the emphasis adopted has been to write
an account of Stephansson's life rather than to focus or to evaluate his
work as "Canada's leading poet," 1 or the "greatest Poet of the Western
World...greater than Poe, Whitman or even Emerson,"2 although
Ms. McCracken has by no means neglected the literary dimension.

As a biography, Ms. McCracken's work is generally of excellent
quality. She has clearly researched her topic in depth, and has con
sulted the widest range of sources, including public documents,
government records, manuscripts, theses, unpublished papers, per
sonal interviews, books and journal articles. The first eight chapters
are arranged ina straightforward chronological order. Chapter one
covers Stephansson's 'birth, childhood, and adolescence in Iceland
(1853-72), chapter two his experiences in Wisconsin (1872-80), and the
third chapter his settlement and experiences in Pembina,North
Dakota. These 'chapters are historical and descriptive, well written,
and sensibly illustrated. As a geographer I especially commend the
author's sensitivity to the physical environment, and her inclusion of
appropriate maps. Chapter four, entitled "The Godlessness of Stephan



265

G," discusses the intellectual development of the poet during his Pem
bina years, and more especially, his disillusion with the orthodox
Lutheranism of the majority of his contemporaneous fellow-country
men. The bitterness and even ostracism with which he was treated as a
result is seen as producing two effects. The material and immediate was
his move to Alberta in June 1889, and the subsequent homesteading
near what became the village of Markerville. He was to remain there
for the rest of his life. The second consequence was his intellectual
maturation as a first class poet. Chapters five through eight then follow
the poet and his family through their lives as pioneers, Stephansson's
growing poetic output and his recognition as a poetic genius, first by
other "West Icelanders" as the immigrants -termed themselves, and
then in Iceland itself. The dichotomy, yet fruitful co-existence, between
hard physical labour and intellectual output seems rare in English
literature, but it has an honoured tradition in Iceland as in some other
European countries. The sheer energy demanded of such men in itself
compels admiration. Perhaps the poet'sfinest days occurred during the
First World War, whose folly, jingoism, corruption and bloody waste
he condemned in trenchant verse which breaks through all barriers of
language. These verses made him yet again an- 0 bject of active hostility
for many Icelandic-Canadians, and even incurred the suspicions of the
Federal government. In the midst of all this, however, came, in 1917,
his triumphant return visit to Iceland as an honoured guest of the state.
The remaining decade of his life was no mere anticlimax, for he
continued to be active in his poetry, and handled an ever growing
volume ofcorrespondence,

Such was Stephansson's life, and Ms. McCracken has performed
a notable service in recording it so clearly. Her final chapters are an
attempt to evaluate Stephansson's poetry in. a general context. This last
task is of course one of the greatest difficulty. I suspect that Ms.
McCracken does not read Icelandic, andso she has had to rely on the
judgment of others. Unfortunately; however, since the encomia of
Stephansson by Kirkconnell and others in the 1930s, few North Amer
ican scholars have looked seriously at his work, and some have even
dismissed it as simply that of another ethnic poet with no regard for the
Canadian' Place.' Great literature, however, is not confined only to
world languages, and the poetry of Stephansson clearly:deserves a far
wider appreciation than it has so far achieved in his adopted land. This
is perhaps the greatest potential value of this biography. I hope it
reaches a very wide audience, and will encourage further attempts to
translate Stephansson's work into English verse worthy of the original.

Brian M. Evans
Department of Geography
University of Winnipeg
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NOTES
I The opinion of Professor Watson Kirkconnell in University of Toronto Quarterly V (1936),

pp. 264-265.
2 The opinion of Professor F.S. Cawley in Scandinavian Studies and Notes XV (1938), p. 101.
3 See for example the discussions in Moss, J.G., "Patterns of Isolation in English Canadian

Fiction." Toronto: McClelland and Stewart, 1974.

Calling Home by Merna Summers, Ottawa: Oberon Press, 1982. Pp.
149, $17.95, cloth, $8.95, paper.

A collection of short stories can be difficult to read. Since a short
story is intended first for periodical publication, a collection of them
can read like an anthology; the reader cancels the previous story from
his mind as he starts on the next. Nevertheless there are ways of giving a
collection a unity that adds something to a story not available in a
magazine setting. Merna Summers achieves this in her second collec
tion of six short stories, Calling Home. It is not a unity of place, though
the settings are generally the country, nor of characters which reappear
from story to story. It is the unity of a view of woman which recurs in
different ways in the central four stories, between the first and last
stories.

Only these two have male heroes. In the first, Ronnie fails the test
of manhood and remains under his mother's thumb after the end of his
first fumblings with a girl; his mother's control is nicely shown through
her subtle jealousy of Ronnie's elaborate present to the girl and her
insistence that he reclaim the gift after the affair collapses; in both cases
the mother operates from a standard of propriety: the present is too
expensive and no decent girl would keep it in the circumstances.

The last story, "Threshing Time," is a much darker psychological
study of the attempt of a young, small, weak man, Owen Black, to
stand up to a bullying threshing contractor; he finally revenges his
humiliation by "thrashing" the contractor's team, beating the mare
until the blood flows. But what part in this assertion of masculinity is
played by the contractor's insidious fondling of Owen's child, Estelle,
as she sits on his knee during the contractor's visit to hire Owen?
Estelle's response to the seduction shocks Owen into a realization. of
the power of the big-bellied, middle-aged man. But Owen needs the
job; the contractor knows it and paws Estelle into the bargain. Owen
beats the mare in retaliation but also in despair at his own impotence.

These two studies of male weakness enclose the central stories
whose protagonists are all women. The shortest is "City Wedding," a
comic sketch of the inability of the mother of the groom to cope with
the mother of the bride in the latter's plans for an elaborate city
wedding. The former character is the only weak female in the book but
she has her principles; her family prides itself on not being "too
particular" and the wedding is simply too elaborate-"all the fuss and
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feathers." Propriety is powerless when faced with the energy and deceit
of the mother of the bride.

The power of the mother is demonstrated in the three remaining
stories, and with that power the daughter in each story has to cope in
different ways. In "Hooking Things" the young girl embarks on a
career of shoplifting and petty theft in an attempt to make her life
"orderly" when the family moves to the city during the war. She misses
most the privacy of the farm; her mother's "eyes missed nothing" in the
city apartment and the girl becomes secretive, burying her loot on the
way home. She adopts other defences against society, the community,
the church - and she wins.

Not so in "A Pailful of Partridges" and "Calling Home.'.' The first
is a story which gradually reveals why the mother's power of story
telling is proven truer to the facts of Ellen, her girlhood friend, than the
listless tired middle-aged Ellen which is all her daughter can see - the
complete opposite of her busy, efficient mother. At one time Ellen was
the laughing, triumphant, confident girl her mother's memory cher
ished. Her mother finally produces both a photo and a story to prove it.
The daughter also has her story of finding a partridge nest and bringing
home the chicks in a berry pail. Ellen's reaction to the story makes her
realize "that even tired people could be real."

So the unity of this collection could be identified as its theme: the
power of efficiency in the kitchen, a convention of prairie writing. All
the stories but the last have in the foreground or background a woman
who dominates by her household skills; in the last story the point is
made negatively by the weakness of Owen Black in farm and field. But
nowhere in the collection is the mother more dominant than in the title
story, "Calling Home"; the mother's funeral is the event for which
Allison has been called home and the power of the mother beyond the
grave makes her the central character. Flora Neville has fought life by
shoplifting and chiselling and was all set to fight cancer before she was
overtaken suddenly by a series of strokes; but on a trip to California
just before her death she takes on the slot machines of Vegas and loses
one thousand dollars. Why? Allison tries to "tidy-up" all the questions
still around after the relief of finally having got rid of her mother's
reputation in the community-"by the time Allison had finished high
school, there wasn't a store in town that her mother could go into." But
the battling spirit of her mother still escapes her; "Mum. Oh, Mum"
Allison cries as she takes her leave at the grave. And in a deeper sense
Allison is her mother's daughter; at the end of the story she is "still
tidying-up," displaying the same sense of propriety and order that
carried her mother through life - no matter what eccentric habits she
developed.

Order. Propriety. Honesty. Efficiency. Somewhere in this mix lies
the power Merna Summers allows in her characters as they battle the
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tests of life - first love, marriage, death, moving house, getting ajob.
The stories are firmly placed with realistic detail, especially the fre
quent kitchen scenes, the family hearth. And throughout there is an
ironical perception of the characters: they have their principles but also
their peculiar quirks. And perhaps the central irony of the collection is
that no matter how much daughters speculate about and try to outwit
their mothers, eventually they, too, turn into mothers with both rules
and eccentricities of their own.

R.T. Robertson
Department of English
University of Saskatchewan

Murder in the Yukon: The Case against George O'Brien. M.l. Mal
colm, Saskatoon: Western Producer Prairie Books, 1982. Pp. 160,
$16.95, cloth.

Readers expecting serious legal history or even good popular
history will not find it in this slender volume. Malcolm's account is
based on a curious combination of primary sources and imagination.
Using the trial transcript, Mounted Police files and accounts in the
local press, the author claims that his primary concern was to be
accurate (p. 3). Nonetheless, he then goes on to admit that he has
"invented rather freely" not only three characters but also a variety of
"conversations, situations and explanations" (p. 3). The result is an
irritating hybrid of fact and fiction which leaves the reader wondering
where the one ends and the other begins. If, on the other hand,
Malcolm intended to write a historical novel based on the O'Brien case,
few will be moved by this prosaic account. As historical. fiction,
Murder in the Yukon pales in comparison with works such as Wiebe's
The Temptations of Big Bear, The Scorched Wood People, or The
Mad Trapper (with which this volume may best be compared) - all of
which succeed in combining both western Canadian history and liter
ary invention.

Malcolm attempts to reconstruct the events and investigation that
culminated in the 1900 execution of George O'Brien (alias Miller).
O'Brien was suspected to have committed the murders of Fred Clay
son, Lynn Relfe and Lawrence Olsen. All three men were travelling
between Minto and Hootchikoo when they disappeared on December
25, 1899. Their disappearance sparked numerous rumours and allega
tions. The local press apparently used the case to discredit the
Mounted Police. Thus, according to Malcolm, the police had to solve
the case lest their reputation suffer irreparable damage. (p. 2). Subse
quently, an American detective with the aid of a police constable
located the crime scene and initiated the tedious search for clues.
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Always second guessing possible courtroom questions, detective
Maguire and Constable Pennycuick shovelled trails that were buried
by several feet of snow, sifted hundreds of cubic yards of snow, traced
the lines of bullets, photographed the area and even dated the snow
layers. Yet they failed to discover the victims' bodies. Eventually in late
May and June of 1900the corpses surfaced in the Yukon River. Previously
O'Brien had been taken into custody on suspicion of cache theft. Once
the coroner's inquest matched a tooth fragment from the murder scene
to the badly decomposed Relfe corpse, a charge of murder was laid.
O'Brien had been observed near the scene and further evidence cor
roborated that he had attempted to solicit assistance for a scheme to
way-lay travellers. Thus, the crown established both opportunity and
motive. In less than two hours the jury found O'Brien guilty. O'Brien
made no statement at the trial, but later insisted on his innocence.

Malcolm's reason for writing this book obviously stems from his
admiration of the remarkable lengths that the police went to in order to
accumulate the physical evidence (pp. 2-3). Curiously, the American
detective Maguire seems to deserve much of the credit. Likewise one
must question the attention to meticulous detail when at one point the
police called in the Yukon Field Force to cut ice in the river near the
murder scene. The police expected the corpses to be hidden in these
waters. Yet when the work began to go too slowly, the Field Force
resorted to dynamite - a procedure that surely would have destroyed
much of the evidence had the corpses been where the police suspected.
Malcolm's fascination with the case quickly dwindles once the physical
evidence has been collected. This may be a natural inclination consid
ering that the author also worked in the R.C.M.P. crime labs. But
many other questions in the case deserve attention. The trial in particu
lar gets short-shrift. O'Brien elected for trial by judge alone yet was
tried by a jury. Why? The defense counsel challenged the judge's
address to the jury. Why? Questions were also raised about the admis
sibility of evidence. Nothing is mentioned of the effects of the case.

Alternatively, if this volume was intended to be historical fiction,
one is struck by the lack of character development. The protagonists
Maguire and Pennycuick are scarcely revealed except through short
conversations. George O'Brien remains a shadowy, sheepish figure.
We are told nothing of his background, circumstance or psychological
profile. In other words we have no idea how the murdering mind
operated. We learn more about his dog Bruce than about the murderer.
Adventure, drama and tragedy are all absent. O'Brien does nothing to
elude the police. To Malcolm's credit, however, some of the atmos
phere of Yukon society is revealed in these pages.

With one possible reservation this book belongs on the juvenile
fiction shelf beside Dale of the Mounted as another example of the
glorious deeds of the Mounted Police who always _got their man and
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embody the triumph of good over evil. My reservation in recommend
ing this as juvenile literature stems from Malcolm's grizzly description
of the coroner's inquests. Not only does he detail the sawing, chiselling
and probing that took place, but adds how the coroner peeled the scalp
forward to cover the face since "it was far easier to detach oneself from
a faceless corpse" or how the skull cap popped off"as he might remove
the top half of a walnut shell" (pp. 132-133).

Malcolm's book deals with an important theme in Canadian
history but contributes little to our knowledge of crime and criminal
justice. What we need is more attention to the criminal's perspective,
his circumstances and the social forces that motivated him rather than
more stories glorifying the Mounted Police.

Thomas Thorner
Department of Humanities
Mount Royal College, Calgary

Epic Fiction: The Art of Rudy Wiebe byW.J. Keith. Edmonton:
University of Alberta Press, 1981. Pp. 148, $10.00, paper.

Rudy Wiebe, the Saskatchewan-born "storymaker" (as he calls
himself), is a writer who grows on one, even though his personal
beliefs, especially his strong evangelical faith, might not be congenial
to every reader. Thereare places, as in the early novels Peace Shall
Destroy Many (1962) and First and Vital Candle (1966), where Wiebe
gets too didactic and the preacher shows through the artist. But Wiebe
is not always uncritical of his religious position and, in fact, Peace
Shall Destroy Many caused a furor among his folk and led to his
resignation as editor of the Mennonite Brethren Herald, the official
voice of the faithful. Over the years Wiebe has also moved beyond the
.confines of a particular sect and has come to grips with a variety of
human conditions.

The widening of Rudy Wiebe's interests and the development of
his artistry as storymaker are the subjects of a recent book by W.J.
Keith called Epic Fiction: The Art of Rudy Wiebe. Professor Keith
takes a long and critical look at Wiebe's writings from the early stories
to the later and larger ("epic") novels and he is primarily concerned
with the author's "art," more specifically, such literary problems as
"structure" (how the parts of the stories are fitted together) and "genre"
(that is, the names we give to such great, sprawling works as The Blue
Mountains ofChina, 1970, which chronicles the Mennonites' pilgrim
age from old Russia to the New World, and The Temptations of Big
Bear, 1973, the saga of that great Indian leader's struggle against the
white man and his inevitable and therefore tragic defeat). Keith's book
is organized along chronological lines with each of the five main
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chapters devoted to one of Wiebe's novels from the first, Peace Shall
Destroy Many, to the most recent book, The Scorched- Wood People
(1977), which appeared just before Keith began his study. Such a linear
arrangement is, of course, not too imaginative, but it does work since
Wiebe's writings develop along the lines which the critic follows.
Although the book is written by an academic critic, the non-specialist
should find The Art of Rudy Wiebe surprisingly easy to read.

If Professor Keith does not impose artificial patterns upon his
materials, as some critics do (to the distraction of their readers), he
does build a rather heavy case for Wiebe's complexity as a writer. For
example, he notes that Wiebe is "traditional" but not "conventional,"
he is "unique" yet "representative," and he is sometimes, as in The
Temptations ofBig Bear, "technically non-Christian but none the less
visionary" (as if only Christians were open to visions!) (pp. 7, 13). At
times it seems that the critic must prove that Wiebe is really a heavy
weight contender in the so-called CanLit arena. The storymaker has
gone beyond the lyric mode to create, in Wiebe's words which Keith
quotes, the "giant fiction" (p. 8). Wiebe's attempts to capture vast
historical expanses, such as the whole Louis Riel story in The
Scorched- Wood People, make great "demands" on the reader, as
Keith points out, and in the case of many passages it takes a second
reading for Wiebe's reader, as the critic again notes, to find out just
what is actually happening in the first place. In other words, Wiebe
uses modern storytelling techniques (e.g., indirect quotations or inte
rior monologue, impressions mixed with facts, mingled "voices" to
suggest divergent points of view) to bring life to the dead statistics and
vanished witnesses of the straightforward history book.

However, the critic is probably closer to both the difficulty and the
power of Wiebe's writing when he suggests that the later novels call for
an imaginative sympathy, on the reader's part, with the experiences of
the heroes. Wiebe had made a major effort to catch an alien conscious
ness. Despite the often stilted way in which his characters think and
speak, Wiebe really seems to zero-in on the Indian and Metis experien
ces of the fabled Great-Plains days. Keith talks about Wiebe's major
theme of the "possibly life-transforming influence of one person upon
another" (p. 48), and it's just possible that reading Wiebe might radi
cally affect one's awareness of Big Bear, Gabriel Dumont, Louis Riel
and the Eskimo "Oolulik" (the last-named being a character unsur
passed, in her kind, by even Yves Theriault's "Agaguk").

As a trained critic, Professor Keith is aware of considered opposi
tion to some-of Wiebe's creations. He notes, for example, that critics
have argued that Big Bear's "pacifism" might be closer to Wiebe's
Mennonite faith than to any Cree belief. But, of course, we are reading
a giant artifact and we should ask whether the character works in the
novel. To some readers Wiebe, born a Mennonite, seems to have an
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almost genetic affinity for other ethnic minorities! It is silly to try to
dictate taste and the individual reader will pass his' own judgment on
the success or failure of The Temptations of Big Bear.

Or again, the fate of The Scorched-Wood People does not depend
solely on the characterization of its hero, Louis Riel. Professor Keith
sums up the deep poetic truth, of this novel when he writes that "the
pattern of Riel's life suggests a mysterious association between his own
fortunes and those of his race, though by a tragic irony Riel's death
coincides with that of his nation instead of being a surrogate for it" (pp.
94-95). When it comes to naming the genre to which this novel belongs,
the critic melds categories: "historical novel," "epic," "elegiac lament,"
"domestic tragedy" (a rather loose usage on Keith's part), and "scriptu
ral story" (a somewhat cumbersome parallel on Wiebe's part). Let the
reader decide if the critic is correct in saying that "no other Canadian
novelist - indeed, no other novelist - now writing...has attempted,
let alone achieved, the heightened effect Wiebe produces here" (p. 104).

Professor Keith is obviously a writer with a cause to fight for. The
Art ofRudy Wiebe contains a number of interesting observations (e.g.,
Did you ever think of the relation between Riel's sexuality and his
prophetic vision?) and the book is a definite contribution to an under
standing of Wiebe, even if the critic protests too much. The book
certainly proves the inadequacy of the comment, made by one promi
nent critic, that Rudy Wiebe is "chic."

Don Murray
Department of English
University of Regina

The Last Great Frontiersman: The Remarkable Adventures of Tom
Lamb by Leland Stowe. Toronto: Stoddart Publishing, 1982. Pp. 272,
$16.95, cloth.

This might have been a very good book. Certainly the subject,
Tom Lamb of The Pas, Manitoba, had a long, colourful and signifi
cant career. In Mr. Stowe's book there is colour aplenty; but the
significance of Lamb's career is compromised by the author's unhappy
determination to draw him larger than life. And Mr. Stowe's less than
adequate knowledge of Canadian political institutions robs the con
text of credibility.

Tom Lamb clearly deserves a book. As most westerners are aware,
he was much more than simply the founder of a successful regional
airline, although that, in itself, was a substantial achievement. Without
Lamb, and other bush pilots and flying entrepreneurs, the develop
ment of the northern mining frontier would have been very different
and much delayed. It was also Lamb who initiated the technique of

.--_._-------------- - --_.-
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air-lifting fish to market from northern Manitoba lakes, thus revitaliz
ing a stagnating industry.

Despite the scepticism of wildlife officials, Lamb demonstrated
the feasibility of muskrat ranching by damming and draining a huge
swamp area above the Grand Rapids of the North Saskatchewan
River. Even more dramatically, Lamb developed a successful herd of
Herefords on more cleared bottom land north of 53°. All of these
activities were in addition to his flying business which, as was well
known in the north, included scores of mercy flights in hazardous
conditions. Tom Lamb's wife and nine children were all integral parts
of this diverse family business.

With such a story to tell, it is even more distressing that Mr.
Stowe, a Pulitzer prize-winning journalist, should be content with a
book that is more polemic than history. His preparation included two
weeks of taped interviews and long discussions with Lamb, his family
and acquaintances. In addition, there appears to have been some
sporadic research in newspaper files.

In his eagerness to over-dramatize his subject's career, all doub
ters or opponents of Lamb became implacable enemies. All govern
ment, to Stowe, became "bureaucratic walls of indifference, incom
petence or congenital myopia." This constant hyperbole adds nothing
to the argument. The book is further weakened by the author's woeful
lack of context. He does not seem to be able to distinguish between a
provincial premier and the federal prime minister. On one occasion,
Premier John Bracken of Manitoba is substituted for R. B. Bennett; on
another, for Mackenzie King, whose name receives various spellings.

It is a pity. Tom Lamb deserved to be better served.

J.E. Rea
Department of History
University of Manitoba

Letters From a Young Emigrant in Manitoba, edited by Ronald A.
Wells. Winnipeg: The University of Manitoba Press, 1981. Pp. 157,
$12.50, cloth.

In 1880, nineteen year old Edward George Everard ffolkes,
younger son of an English landed family, emigrated to Canada. Like
many well-born emigrants of the day, ffolkes went first to the Ontario
Agricultural College (OAC) at Guelph. He then headed west, to a farm
near Portage la Prairie. He remained in Manitoba for several years
before returning to Ontario, where he managed a farm-implement
company.

Between the autumn of 1880 and 1882, ffolkes corresponded
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regularly with his family, telling them of his studies at the OAC and of
his struggles in the wheat lands in Manitoba. ffolkes's uncle published
the letters in 1883, in the belief that they might prove useful to other
young Englishmen embarking on an agricultural career in western
Canada. The Letters, which were long out of print, have now been
republished by the University of Manitoba Press. The new edition
includes evocative pen-and-ink drawings by Norman Schmidt, profes
sor of Graphic Design at the University of Manitoba, and an introduc
tory essay by Ronald Wells, professor of History at Calvin College,
Michigan.

ffolkes's letters are, quite simply, delightful. Written with grace
and flair, they provide a detailed picture of agricultural practices, and
an intimate portrait of rural society. The letters also tell us a great deal
about the attitudes and experiences of a significant group of British
immigrants in the West. Regrettably, the same cannot be said for
Professor Wells's forty-page introduction. The introductory essay is
discursive and timorous -leaving the reader with the impression that
the editor of this otherwise engaging volume is not especially comfor
table with his subject.

This is not to say that Wells is unfamiliar with trans-Atlantic
migration, for he has written some admirable articles on British immi
gration to the United States; moreover, it is apparent from the notes
which appear in this volume that he is familiar with important works
pertaining to the settlement of Dutch, Norwegian and other European
immigrants in the United States. The settlement of the American West,
however, was in many respects different from the settlement of the
Canadian West, just as the experiences of non-English speaking
settlers were different from those of British immigrants on the prairies.
While Professor Wells may appreciate these differences, one wonders
why he clung exclusively to American models in attempting to place
ffolkes's letters and experiences "in context." Surely it would have been
more appropriate - given the subject of this book - to have cited
some of the many recent studies dealing with British settlers in the
Dominion.

Wells does note, admittedly, that Canada received an increasing
proportion of British immigrants during the late-Victorian years-an
occurrence which he explains by referring to the closing of the Ameri
can frontier and to growing imperial sentiment on the part of British
emigrants. He notes, in addition, that the recruiting campaigns con
ducted by the Canadian government in Britain may have accounted for
a large number of Britons who settled on our side of the 49th parallel.
But again the editor raised issues which are not particularly germane.
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For example, when discussing the possible impact of promotional
literature, he fails to distinguish between publications aimed at British
labourers, and those aimed at capitalists and professional men. Sim
ilarly, it seems most inappropriate to emphasize such things as the
increase in literacy and the advent of the penny press when introducing
a collection of letters which was obviously intended for well-educated,
relatively affluent emigrants. Young Edward, after all, was the brother
of a baronet and a graduate of a distinguished "public school" [Hai
leybury]; ffolkes's uncle, who edited the original volume, was a classics
master at that nursery of the British aristocracy, Eton College.

In many respects, then, the introduction to this volume is curious
and disappointing. The letters themselves, though, are a joy to read.
From them we learn that ffolkes was a rather impressionable, naive
young man; he was very articulate, although he was no scholar. He
was, however, smart enough to prepare for his new life in the West by
enrolling at the OAC, where he intended to "learn the outline of
farming, and get hardy, and all that sort of thing" (p. 49); he was also
astute enough to spend some time with a local farmer in Manitoba,
before purchasing his own 360-acre farm. ·He devoted a great deal of
attention to his property, and by 1882his was among the most success
ful farms in the district.

ffolkes had, of course, an advantage over many of his neighbours
in that he arrived in Manitoba with a good deal of capital and could
rely on his people in the Old Country for emergency funds. But to his
credit, he used his funds wisely, unlike some of his compatriates whom
locals regarded as "remittance men." Furthermore, this gently-bred
vicar's son from Norfolk was not daunted by the heavy labour or the
other rigors which were a part of prairie wheat farming. "My arms
ache, and my back aches, and my eyes ache," he wrote, after bringing in
his harvest, "and yet I say, what a glorious life this is, with all its
drawbacks" (p. 154).

The same might almost be said of this book. It has its drawbacks
(especially in the introductory pages), but overall it is an attractive,
informative, entertaining book. Not only does it provide a wealth of
detailed information about the OAC and southern Manitoba, it also
provides a unique insight into the minds of those emigrant gentlemen
who flocked to the West during the last century. The editor and
publisher are to be commended for bringing these letters back into
print.

Patrick A. Dunae
History Department
University of Victoria
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Dangerous Patriots: Canada's Unknown Prisoners of War by William
Repka and Kathleen Repka. Vancouver: New Star Book, 1982. Pp.
249, $14.95, cloth, $7.95, paper.

William Repka was one of the approximately one hundred Cana
dians interned at the beginning of the Second World War because of
left wing and Communist sympathies. Dangerous Patriots is acollec
tion of reminiscences of sixteen of them, including Repka himself and
three wives of internees. When Repka died in 1980, the unfinished
project was completed by his wife, Kathleen.

The work is divided into three sections, one for each of the
internment centres. The first of these was in Kananaskis, Alberta.
Repka was taken there when arrested while working as a union organ
izer among the sugar beet workers. At the camp, the internees were
housed with German and Italian prisoners of war, the theory appar
ently being that because Russia and Germany had a non-aggression
pact, the groups would have much in common. Each of the internees
was moved into a hut with eleven P.O. W.s, but was allowed tomove
into a single hut when one became available. After Germany attacked
the Soviet Union, it was decided to move the internees to Petawawa
Ontario. Most were, in turn, taken to the Hull jail after a protest
demonstration.

In each of the cases, the reminiscences provide excellent detail
regarding the circumstances of arrest, conditions in the various camps
and the trials and tribulations of the internees. Many of the stories
underline the tension in camps. In one case an Austrian who supported
the Germans came close to having his throat cut. Other stories are
poignant. One prisoner for example, believed he had fathered a child,
only to learn that he was the bait of an April Fool's Day prank (pp.
78-79). There are also 'excellent explanations of the working of the
padlock law in Quebec.

-Two problems make this work less effective than it could be. The
accounts appear to have been transcribed verbatim. Since many expe
riences were common, this leads to needless repetition. Careful editing
could have corrected this faultand also eliminated irrelevant informa
tion .such as the account of William Repka's conversation with a
woman charged with prostitution in' an adjoining cell (pp. 28-29).
What will be more irritating to many readers, however, is the 'rhetoric
of the informants. For example, prisoners did not tell guards who they
were, they "decided to educate them" (p. 67). Others may be offended
by the unfortunate but inevitable comparison to the Japanese
Canadian internment. Despite these problems, Dangerous Patriots is a
valuable primary source for those interested in the history of the
Canadian left.

Gerald Stortz
Department of History
TT",;-c7009'"n;+-C7 _l'lIT.o.n+.o.__ 1"'\-+"._:""
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Fallen Empires, The Lost Theatres of Edmonton: 1881-1914 by John
Orrell. Edmonton: NeWest Press, 1981. Pp. 132. $13.95, cloth, $6.95,
paper.

Theatre historians in general and Alberta residents in particular
will welcome this very readable and chatty history of Edmonton's lost
theatres in their early period of development. Written with the lively
style of one whose passion is obviously the history of stage, Fallen
Empires never degenerates into a dull recording of facts, but rather
enlivens the scene with colourful anecdotes and stimulating quotations
from published drama reviews of the period.

Fallen Empires records the history of major theatres in Edmonton
- the Empire, the Lyceum, the Pantages. It describes the earliesthalls
where vaudeville and drama were 'first introduced to Albertans 
Robertson Hall, the Thistle Arena, the Kevin, Grand, Lyric and
Orpheum Theatres. It revitalizes those short-lived theatres that even
tually became moviehouses - the Nickelodeon, Victoria, Palm
Garden, New Bijou, ·-Empress, Portola, and Edmonton's South Side
halls - Fergusson's, Allen's, Parrish's, Ross, and the Princess Theatre.

The mood and atmosphere of Edmonton in those initial years is
nicely captured in Chapter One where a vivid description is given of
early Edmontonians' favorite pastimes: hockey, curling, dancing, con
certs, musicals, minstrel and vaudeville shows - much performed by
amateurs at local meeting halls and schools. Surprisingly enough, profes
sional theatre emerges not from garrison theatre, as in Montreal and
Halifax, but in the Hudson's Bay buildings and the undressed lumber
buildings of the early Edmonton settlement. Simcoe Lee, the itinerant
professional organizer of entertainment is mentioned. The importance
of the railway is stressed in bringing the first professional troupe, the
Caroline Gage Company, to Edmonton in 1892. Orrell tells us "The
Gage repertory had its origins deep in the theatrical tastes of provincial
America" (p. 7).

Chapter Two is devoted to the history of two of the earliest
professional houses in Edmonton: Robertson Hall and the Thistle
Arena. The Edmonton Opera House (Robertson Hall) became the
centre ofsocial events, conferences, sports, and theatre. However,
O-rrell remarks that, "the most noticeable attractions at Robertson
Hall were road shows, many of them...Canadian rather than Ameri
can in origin" (p. 19). The Thistle Arena was a combination sports
complex and theatre for such popular events as hockey, skating,
curling and stage productions by Edmonton's Operatic and Dramatic
Society, as well as-by professional companies managed by C.P. Walker
and others.

Particularly stimulating is Orrell's account in Chapter Six of
"Two Golden Seasons: 1912 to 1914," when Edmonton reached the
peak of its theatrical performances at the Lyceum, the home of serious
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touring companies; and at the Pantages, the "fun palace" of flashy
vaudeville shows. Outstanding actors played before enthusiastic
Edmonton audiences, among them Maude Adams, Margaret Anglin,
George Arliss and Sarah Bernhardt; entertainers such as Will Rogers,
Jimmy Durante, Stan Lau-rel, the Canadian Marks Brothers and the
American Marx Brothers also appeared in the city's theatres.

Chapter Seven, "Finances," provides information on box office
receipts, prices of tickets, etc. This mayor may not be of interest. For
this reader it seemed irrelevant, but it may be useful to future histori
ans. A comprehensive index is also included for which we may all be
grateful.

Throughout Fallen Empires there are excellent descriptions of
theatre architecture as well as photographs and line drawings of many
theatres. These latter, signed "J.0.'81," are presumably by the author.
They prompt the reader to want more! So it is disappointing not to find
pictures, or at least drawings, of such notable theatres as the Grand and
Ross Hall (also known as Strathcona Opera House and the Grand
Opera House). Although Plate VII is entitled "Strathcona Opera
House" it is, in fact, simply a photograph of a local amateur company
on stage. Also Plate III, to be consistent, should give the theatre's
original title "Empire Vaudeville" rather than "Bijou Cinema" into
which it evolved. But these are minor points indeed.

Of major importance is the organization of this book. There are
two possible approaches: (1) to write the story of the gradual develop
ment of many theatres in an area; (2) to write a history of individual
theatres, taking each separately, introduced by a photograph or line
drawing, and giving its birth, the people involved, anecdotes, its evolv
ing character, its changes of name and aspect, peak performances,
gradual decline and death. Orrell has chosen the first approach 
obviously the more difficult one. He proceeds to weave a single story of
simultaneously evolving theatres that appear and reappear throughout
the book under new names and guises as the history progresses. As a
result there are many repetitions, redundancies, and anachronisms.
For example, the fire at the Kevin Theatre described on p. 47 reappears
on p. 52 as new material. Again the fire at Thistle Rink described on p.
31 is repeated at the bottom of p. 32 as a new description. Chapter
Three ends with Alexander Cameron's final departure from the city's
theatrical life; Chapter Four begins with Alexander Cameron some
years earlier as he plans the building of the Kevin Theatre. Also the
building of the second Empire Theatre, recorded on p. 50, is repeated
onp. 67. The reader is confused with this type of approach and finds
herself constantly turning back to earlier pages to be sure that she can
differentiate the Kevin from the New Kevin, the Grand from the New
Grand, the Empire from the Second Empire, etc.
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Obviously Orrell has not been well served by his editors. Nor
indeed has he been helped by publisher and binder. Fallen Empires is
literally falling apart at the seams (see the section comprising pp.
27-46). Also the title on the front cover omits the significant years
1881-1914.

Despite all this, Fallen Empires has recorded an exciting period in
Edmonton's history. Who would have thought that such an isolated
settlement would, in its early days, have produced so many and such
varied theatres! It says much about the people of Edmonton, their
courage and enterprising spirit, their lively interest in the arts. In his
Preface, John Orrell says that "this book makes no more than one
small contribution to what must eventually become a large cooperative
enterprise" (p. IX). We are grateful for the research that produced such
valuable material, and for the stimulus it will provide to scholarly
interest in Edmonton's theatres.

Geraldine Anthony, S.C.
Department of English
Mount Saint Vincent University
Halifax, Nova Scotia

Saskatoon: The First Half-Century by Don Kerr and Stan Hanson.
Edmonton: NeWest Press, 1982. Pp. 314, $24.95, cloth, $9.95, paper.

With some trepidation I opened Saskatoon: The First Half
Century, expecting another book stacked with historic footnotes, usu
ally a forewarning of some heavy reading. To my surprise the book,
although more than 300 pages, is an absorbing history of the "Hub
City" to 1932. The authors have related only the essence of those major
national and regional historic facts necessary to give context, conti
nuity and perspective to the Saskatoon story while conveying local
historic facts by means of many colourful and well documented anec
dotes. The result is exciting history.

Saskatchewan history has traditionally emphasized agricultural
policy and the land; and while we all have certain ties to the land, and
understandably so, a lost perspective has been found by Kerr and
Hanson as they tell the Saskatoon tale from what is basically an urban
and economic point of view. Using a critical approach to history and
carefully avoiding editoralizing, the authors offer a strong, invigorat
ing, account of Saskatoon from 1882 to 1932.

Structured into four major historic periods, the book takes the
reader through "Saskatoon as pioneer community" (1882-1901); via
"growth of the City" (1901-1913); by way of "the Great War and its
aftermath" (1914-1921); ending with the 1920s and their conse-
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quence, into the Great Depression. The four major themes of Saska
toon, according to Kerr and Hanson, involved 1) the City's failure to
industrialize, 2) the Temperance Movement, 3) Farm and Labour
politics, and 4) Town Planning.

Probably the first man to describe the Saskatoon area was Henry
Youle Hind in 1858, a leader of a scientific expedition to the Canadian
interior. John N. Lake, a preacher turned realtor and part of the
Temperance Colonization Society that founded Saskatoon in 1882,
chose the site for the new city and is considered the City Founder.

The Saskatoon story reveals the extent to which factors inside the
City and hinterland wove the fabric of the city. Saskatoon has functi
oned virtually from 1890 with the coming of the Qu'Appelle, Long
Lake and Saskatchewan Railroad, as a service centre for an agricultu
ral hinterland, generally characterized by relatively peaceful and har
monious growth for the first 50 years of its existence. Growth was at
first slow for this new city of the Great North West, but from about
1901, and in a decade, it grew from a village of 113 to a city of 30,000.

The "Saskatoon Spirit," focused and directed by a business elite,
directed and lobbied as a single voice to build the new commun
ity. Such community action attracted, for example, a university and
two railroads. However, the outside forces of western settlement and
the expansion of the wheat economy also helped spur community
development.

In an attempt to foster the industrial dream for Saskatoon, a
source of cheap power was needed. City Council turned to the river
and, in the spring of 1907, C.H. Mitchell of Toronto was hired to
report on the feasibility of constructing a hydro-electric dam on the
South Saskatchewan. While the project was feasible and would gener
ate between 3,200 and 4,300 horsepower of electricity (depending on
the time of year), the project was rejected because of the $697,000
capital cost.

Through the Great War of 1914-1918, Prohibition and the politi
cal ferment of the postwar period, Saskatoon entered the 1920s, a
period of substantial growth. In this new boom period, Saskatoon
matured and in 1930 it adopted its first comprehensive system of
zoning and town planning. Urban society was becoming established
with a more sophisticated municipal servicing system.

Poignant reflection on Saskatoon's history, which could also be a
reflection on the history of many other western Canadian cities, is
beautifully conveyed by the authors:

"In the lifetime of one man or woman a whole new City had been
built and the prairie transformed into commerce and industry, schools
and churches, houses and parks.
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"There are a thousand other untold stories and acts that together
built a city that could claim it had neither betrayed its handsome
natural setting nor replaced an earlier nomadic civilization without
purpose."

Saskatoon: The First Half-Century will be welcomed by all as a
human, colourful and accurate account of the history of the second
largest city in the Province of Saskatchewan.

Doug Charrett
Prince Albert, Saskatchewan

The Best of Grant MacEwan, edited by R.H. Macdonald. Saskatoon:
Western Producer Prairie Books, 1982. Pp. 189, $16.95, cloth.

Grant MacEwan is the leading popular historian of western Can
ada. That reputation he has earned - and well deserves - as a result of
publishing thirty-one books on the history and personalities of that
region. The list is impressive, ranging from agricultural and historical
textbooks (A Short History of Western Canada) to semischolarly
studies (The Cornerstone Colony), to coffee table books (Alberta
Landscape), to collections of essays (Fifty Mighty Men) and mono
graphs (Pat Burns, Cattle King). He feels at home whether writing
about the early history of the prairie provinces, or about contemporary
concerns such as conservation or politics, or on topics ranging from
agriculture, to Indians, to the West's position in Confederation. The
common theme is the greatness of western Canada. And no western
Canadian writer has done more to bring to life the popular history of
the region for the ordinary reader. The popularity of the man and his
works attests to that, his books having sold an estimated 150,000
copies. His success rests on his skills as a raconteur: piecing together
the smallest details of an. event, vividly setting the stage, breathing life
into the personalities, and providing anecdotes untilthe event takes on
real life proportions and significance.

It is fitting that on MacEwan's eightieth birthday, Western Pro
ducer Prairie Books should publish an anthology of twenty-eight of his
best writings selected from most of his thirty-one books. The Best of
Grant MacEwan is a fine tribute to the man; it is also a recognition of
the important role that this publishing company has played in bringing
MacEwan's works to western readers. It has published nineteen of his
books and has recently been his sole publisher. Three years ago, R.H.
Macdonald, the editor of Western Producer Prairie Books, wrote
MacEwan's biography, No Ordinary Man. Now he has edited this
commemorative volume.

The articles have no common theme. The main criterion of selec-
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tion was to choose one excerpt from each of his books, with the
exception of his earliest textbooks in the science of agriculture, which
were not part of his popular history writing, and his promotional
publication This is Calgary (1973), the subject of which is dealt with
more fully in Calgary Cavalcade, from which an excerpt is included.
The articles are arranged chronologically, and the reader can detect in
MacEwan's writings a maturity of style and an increasing command of
his subject matter over the years. Yet his approach has been consistent
throughout: anecdotal, popular and personal.

The editor has written an eight-page introduction to the volume.
He explains the author's valued association with the venerable western
Canadian historian, A.S. Morton, and attempts to set MacEwan into a
context of other western Canadian historians and writers by quoting
what other western writers or experts have said about him.

In evaluating MacEwan's contribution, the editor has simultane
ously both overestimated and underestimated MacEwan's impor
tance. On the one hand, he exaggerates MacEwan's importance as an
historian of western Canada by suggesting that there was little interest
in the history of the West before MacEwan's writings. Such an assump
tion overlooks the important contribution made by such historians as
A.S. Morton, George F.G. Stanley and W.L. Morton, and such liter
ary figures as F.P. Grove, Sinclair Ross and W.O. Mitchell. The editor
also fails to note the narrow focus of MacEwan's popularity. Unfortu
nately, outside of the three prairie provinces, he is relatively unknown.
On the other hand, the editor takes too defensive a stance whenjudging
MacEwan's merits as a writer of western Canadian history by quoting
at length the critical comments made by academic historians. To say
that MacEwan is not an historian in the strict sense of the term, as
many academic historians have argued, is not to do injustice to the man
and his work but to distinguish what he is - a popularizer of the
history and myth of western Canada. And at that task, he has no equal.
Few traditional historians or students of history will turn to his books
for factual knowledge or the most recent interpretations. But countless
citizens in western Canada, including academic historians, have
turned, and will continue to turn, to his writings for the enjoyment and
vitality that they provide.

The Best of Grant MacEwan is a fitting tribute to a man whose
chief occupation is writing; long may he continue in his task.

R. Douglas Francis
Department of History
University of Calgary
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Hold High Your Heads: History of the Metis Nation in Western
Canada by A.H. de Trernaudan, translated by Elizabeth Maguet.
Winnipeg: Pemmican Publications, 1982. Pp. 210, $12.95, paper.

Originally published in the French language in 1936, this transla
tionmakes available a classic Metis version of the events of the 1885
Riel uprising. Maguet's rendition loses little of the original flavour and
passion of de Tremaudan's work and consequently helps to illuminate
the struggle for survival of a culture that has often been viewed through
coloured glasses by many Canadians.

De Trernaudan's work is anything but analytic, but that was never
the intent. In the original preface to the French edition, which is
included in the book, the author declares that he "strove never to lose
sight of the principle that recording history is a duty to be done without
weakness of bias, regardless of the consequences to certain individu
als...." Still, he suggeststhat if the Canadian government had left
Riel and the Metis alone after 1870, there would exist in Canada today
a French province, a second Quebec, that would serve as a foothold for
the accentuated presence of the Metis in Canada. This stance is embel
lished in the foreword to the French edition where it is admitted that de
Tremaudan was approved as .historian by the Metis because of his
"devotion and sincere friendship toward them." These kinds of nota
tions at the outset set the stage for a history with a distinct point of
view.

The three principal parts of the book comprise a discussion of the
formation of the Metis Nation, its life and culture, and its final demise
or t'martyrdom." In the first section, de Trernaudan briefly outlines the
nature of the maternal and paternal ancestors of the Metis people
through the use of historical facts and dates. He then sketches the
culture of the people who became the "fruit of the union." The original
Metis, we are informed, were tall people, literally "giants," whose
lifestyle was essentially nomadic. They were expert horsemen, and
took great pride in raising strong fast animals for the hunt. They
inherited an implacable logic from the French side of the family and a
sense of probity and respect for individual ownership from their mat
ernal side. In everyway, according to de Tremaudan, "the Metis set
tlements were the foundation of future civilization" in Canada.

De Tremaudan's portrait of Metis life includes a detailed account
of the fur trade rivalry between The North-West Company and the
Hudson's Bay Company, and of the various restrictions they sought to
place on the Metis in an effort to control the fur-trade. For example,
regulations controlled the hunting of buffalo on horseback, and the
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cutting of wood, and the peeling of bark from trees to roof houses.
Each restriction stabbed at the very heart of Metis culture and contrib
uted toward the raised tempers among those who served as leaders.
Eventually, and quite logically, according to de Tremaudan, condi
tions became intolerable and the people resisted. One of the plots of the
counter-attack against the Metis, and Riel specifically, was to make the
Metis leader to appear in the eyes of his own people as a Judas, ready to
sell them for a sum of money. "He was painted as a character whose
cruelty no one could imagine, and who was personally responsible for
all the blood spilled during the Rebellion. It was hinted that he had
ordered the massacre of Fathers Fafard and Marchand and the unfor
tunate victims of Frog Lake" (p. 147). Clearly there were few limits to
which authorities would not go in seeking to discredit Riel and his
cause.

The rather lengthy appendix to the book was formulated by the
Metis Historical Society as a means of finishing the work which de
Tremaudan had intended before his untimely death. Apparently, he
had wanted to prepare a chapter dealing with the more controversial
aspects of the 1885 events including such questions as: What was the
Regina trial? Was the Metis insurrection ill-advised? Was the taking up
of arms premeditated? Were the Metis forced to resort to arms? Did the
Metis occupy and profane the church at Batoche? Were the missionary
fathers and sisters made prisoners? Did Riel incite the Indians? Was
Riel venal as claimed? The religious question is of special importance
given de Tremaudan's earlier assertion that the Metis had a veneration
for missionaries that never wavered (p. 17). Riel was charged with
apostasy, the founding of a new cult, installing himself in the confes
sional and encouraging his followers to renounce their faith. Most of
these charges are easily dismissed by the writers of the appendix by
asking counter questions such as, "why has not a single adherent of
Riel's 'new religion' ever been identified?" Apparently Riel always
counselled his followers to be Catholic, nothing else.

Antoine S. Lussier's new introduction to the book, which
includes an analysis of the historiography on Metis since the publica
tion of L' Histoire de la National Metisse, is both poignant and helpful.
He outlines the present controversies surrounding the writing of Metis
history, implying that while some works are more accurate and objec
tive than others, it is often difficult to separate fact from fiction.
Historical controversy does not die easily, however, and the publica
tion of such books as Thomas Flanagan's Louis David Riel, and
Murray Dobbin's The One and a Half Men as well as the translation of
this important work will ensure that.

Controversy aside, however, according to de Tremaudan, "the
history of the Metis in the Canadian North-West is worthy ofa place in
the glorious annals of the history of the world" (p. 165). If the telling of
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their side of the story can enhance that affirmation in any way, it is
certain that the publication of this translation must be regarded as a
very positive happening.

John W. Friesen
Department of Educational Policy

and Administrative Studies
The University of Calgary

.Helgi Einarsson: A Manitoba Fisherman translated by George
Howser. Winnipeg: Queenston House, 1982. Pp. 147, $15.95, cloth,
$8.95, paper.

This is the autobiography of an Icelandic-born fisherman who
emigrated to Manitoba while in his teens and spent his life as a
fisherman in the Manitoba ·Interlake. Helgi Einarsson was born in
Iceland in 1870, emigrated to Canada in 1882 and died in 1961.
However, the book focuses on the period 1890-1920.

F or those interested in the "push" factors behind the Icelandic
emigration of the 1870s and 1880s, there is a brief but good description
followed by the universal reason for all emigration to Canada 
"He...could improve his lot in life by emigrating."

The book contains an excellent description of his journey to
Winnipeg from Iceland - especially his stirring description of the
countryside around Quebec City - the port of arrival for so many
immigrants to Canada but a city that most Canadians, especially
western Canadians, perceive as the centre of Quebecois culture rather
than the central city of the great migration period.

The bulk of the book deals with Einarsson's establishment as a
fisherman on Lake Manitoba. The story is often disjointed. Appar
ently it is based on the model of the ancient Norse sagas, which
Einarsson learned as a youth in Iceland.

Most of the articles and book reviews in Prairie Forum naturally
deal with farming and farm related activities. This book is different in
that farming is hardly mentioned. We learn the complexity of the
fisherman's world --.:-.. not simply the hazards and difficulties of winter
fishing in the harsh prairie climate, but also the hazards and difficulties
of selling the product against monopolistic competitors. We also learn
in some detail of the first boat powered by a gasoline engine on Lake
Manitoba.

In addition, glimpses are caught of political processes at all three
levels - municipal, provincial and federal. At the municipal level,
Helgi made the direct appeal to City Council on an issue of licensing
-an issue decided in his favour by that great Mayor of Winnipeg, J.H.
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Ashdown. At the provincial level, there is a graphic description of a
confrontation with the Honourable Hugh Armstrong, Provincial
Treasurer in the Cabinet of Sir Rodmend Roblin. In addition to his
political involvement, Armstrong was President and General Manager
of the Armstrong Trading Company, one of the first companies to
export fish from Manitoba. Einarsson "denounced him for his deceit
...and never sold him fish again." At the federal level, Einarsson
claims a share in bringing about changes in the fishing statutes. He
illustrates this point by describing a meeting at the Fort Garry Hotel in
Winnipeg which resulted in a two-month extension in the fishing
season on Lake Manitoba.

Einarsson was a venturous soul and he was not content to deal
simply in Winnipeg. He travelled to the United States, not only to
North Dakota, but also to many of the major cities - Minneapolis,
Milwaukee, Chicago, Cincinnati, Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, New York
and Detroit - in order to meet the merchants. As a businessman he
appears to have been excellent at selling but deficient in collecting his
accounts receivable and, therefore, while a great deal of cash passed
through his fingers very little stuck.

The book does not make exciting reading. Nevertheless, it is a
valuable addition to the social history of the prairies during the period
1890-1920. Most important of all, perhaps, it deals with business
whereas most histories deal with politics or labour. Here are contained
graphic illustrations of the day to day life of the small businessman
-buying, selling, dealing with agents, customers and governments.

Joe Martin
Touche Ross & Partners
Toronto

Plakun Trava: The Doukhobors by Koozma J. Tarasoff. Grand
Forks, B.C.: Mir Publication Society, 1982, Pp. XV, 271., $45.00,
cloth.

Lythrum salicaria, popularly known in Eastern Europe as "Plakun
Trava," is a perennial grassy species which can grow almost anywhere
in the world. The author uses this term symbolically. "Plakun Trava" is
capable of resisting pressure, can even float against the current. The
Doukhobors, in their 250-year existence as an organized movement,
have been able to go against the prevailing currents in societies and
have managed to survive.

Plakun Trava is, to date, the most comprehensive treatment in
English of the Doukhobor movement from several points of view. It
includes Doukhobor origins, history, Weltanschauung, beliefs, cus-



287

toms, traditions, cultural and artistic manifestations, sociological and
demographic assessment and even some forecasting for future devel
opment. The author is a well-known student, researcher, publicist and
specialist in the field. The result of his assiduous work and his broad
experience' is a well-documented, well-illustrated, attractive book,
intended for both general readers and those who consider this field of
special interest. Since much has been already written on and about the
Doukhobors, both in objective and in non-objective manner, Tarasoff,
who is of Do uk hobor origin, explains in detail the purpose for publish
ing this work. One of his main aims is to demystify the existing
mythologies and misconceptions about the Doukhobors.

The author divides the book into twenty-one chapters. In addi
tion, there are many useful appendices, which include: lists of maps,
illustrations and drawings, notes, a glossary of some Russian words
and terms, lists of places, biographical data about individuals, a chro
nology of events, an extensive bibliography, a preface and acknowl
edgements. The large format book contains dozens of plans, sketches
and statistics pertaining to Doukhobor settlements, their villages,
pilgrimages and movements. on the Euro-Asian and the North Ameri
can continents. There is a wealth of quality photo-reproductions 
some 250 of them - a number of which are published for the first time.
This material enhances the documentary value of the book. The book
covers the period from the beginning of the Doukhobor movement
until 1981. Tarasoff also mentions highlights in the history of those
Doukhobors who remained in the Russian Empire, and of those who
emigrated from Canada to various parts of the United States and areas
further south. There are also occasional notes on the Molokans and the
Mennonites, groups whose philosophy and way of life were at one time
akin to those of the Doukhobors.

One feels that the book is an apology on behalf of some of the
sect's factions whose members have acted in a peculiar way from time
to time. Sympathetically, but also objectively, Tarasoff tries to deal
with the phenomena which made the eccentricities of the zealot group
socially unacceptable in Canada. He tells the reader that there had
been many reasons for and causes of such unorthodox behaviour. It
was most unfortunate that the Doukhobors, who had been practising a
peaceful, frugal andcommunal way of life, were unable to work out an
effective collective system of self-government. Instead, they were dom
inated by leaders, some of whom were erratic, self-centred and egotistic
individuals whose influence on the community was far from beneficial.
It was a paradox that one of the early nineteenth century leaders,
Saveli Kapustin, ruled as a "king" over a sect whose mandate was to
create a brotherly and egalitarian society. The first leaders in Canada,
Peter V. Verigin, and his son Peter P. Verigin, although they were
better educated and more intelligent than the Doukhobor rank and
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file, were instrumental in adding to the problems besetting the sect. In
general, the leaders lacked moral integrity.

The fragmentation and factionalism within the ranks of the
movement have plagued the Doukhobors from the beginning. In this
respect their history does not differ from histories of other religions,
churches or social and political movements. One of the effects of the
quarrel between the Large and the Small Party during the 1880s and
1890swas the subsequent migration to Canada of a sizeable segment of
the Doukhobor population. In Europe, the Doukhobors staged dem
onstrations against the injustice, intolerance and persecution subjected
to the group. The protests continued in Canada. The protest tactics of a
relatively small group, known as the Sons of Freedom, focused atten
tion on the whole Doukhobor sect. The sensationalism with which the
various news media covered' some protests greatly contributed to the
adverse public opinion towards all Doukhobors. This was regrettable
because, after their arrival on this continent, the Doukhobors enjoyed
a good name and were considered to be peaceful, moral people and
conscientious workers. The more the Canadian authorities tried to
punish individuals-in the splinter group for their misdemeanours, the
more the zealots rebelled. Tarasoff believes that, had the local authori
ties taken a more enlightened and less coercive stand vis-a-vis the
zealots, many serious problems might have been averted. The mea
sures applied by the government of British Columbia in the field of
education for the zealots' children were also counterproductive. As the
things went, the conflict deepened and there ensued an atmosphere of
mutual resentment and mistrust. Although massive confrontations
between" the authorities and the zealots seem to have subsided, the
possibility of conflict still exists. It is the author's opinion that the state
security organs continue their surveillance over the zealot group and
continue to view all the Doukhobors with suspicion. Ethnically, the
Doukhobors are Russian and their-past history is indicative of their
predilection for communal living patterns. They are ardent proponents
of peace and are against all wars and militarism. Because of this, they
may be easily influenced and swayed by the Communist propaganda.
Because some government files pertaining to various events of Douk
hobor activity are not open to researchers, the author surmises that
these files may contain evidence which incriminates the authorities.

Other interesting items the reader will find in this informative
work include: the survival in Canada and the Soviet Union of Douk
hobor traditions among the third and fourth generations; preservation
of Doukhobor material and cultural heritage; and recent develop
ments in the field of research and study. In general, the book is a
welcome addition and an important contribution to the dissemination
of knowledge about the Doukhobors. However, it has its share of
typographical, spelling and transcription errors. There is also an
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inconsistency in the use of geographical terminology. The author often
incorrectly uses such terms as "Russia," "South Russia" or "southern
Russia" when he refers to geographically Ukrainian territories. There
is also some indiscriminate use of the term "Russian" or "Russia" when
it is obvious from the context that the author means the "Russian
.Empire," or "Soviet," or the "Soviet Union," or the "R.S.F.S.R." Such
inconsistencies, unimportant to the noninitiated reader, do detract
from the otherwise scholarly tenor of the book. If this reviewer could
have his wish, then it would be to see the author take these points into
consideration when preparing his next work in this field.

Victor o. Buyniak
Department of Slavic Studies
University of Saskatchewan



-----------------------------------


