
An Afghan-born journalist and filmmaker
provided a different picture of her homeland
than we usually see in the media during the
Barbara Powell lecture at the University of
Regina last week. Nelofer Pazira, who fled to
Canada during the Taliban regime, spoke to a
large crowd on “Curtailed Rights, Lost
Dignity: The Struggle of Women in
Afghanistan.”

Pazira is probably best known as the star
of the film “Kandahar”, which documents her
attempt to return to Afghanistan to find a
childhood friend. She has produced two
documentary films of her own, and has
provided reports to CBC and various
newspapers and magazines.

During the lecture Pazira referred to a
legendary Afghan woman who took off her veil
on the battlefield to rally troops from her
hometown fighting the British army during an
earlier occupation of Afghanistan. The
woman, who died in that battle, has been
promoted as an honourable example by
governments and factions of every ideological
persuasion, Pazira notes. However, she added,
the fact that she unveiled as part of her heroic
act is never mentioned, or is explained away as
an exception.

“Whether it’s modernists versus
traditionalists, or communists versus
nationalists, the struggle of Afghan women has
been (obstructed by) one or the other,” Pazira
said.

A large part of the problem, she
explained, is that Afghanistan’s ideologies,
laws, tribal codes and customs have been
mashed together under one word – religion.
Any initiative by reformers or the womens’
movement to improve the place of women in
society was and is still perceived by
conservatives as an attack on religion.

“By the 1920s many women in the elite
classes had taken up advocacy for womens’
rights, setting up schools, newspapers and
magazines,” Pazira said. “The traditionalists
reacted by putting pressure on the king. By the
1930s all the schools for girls had been closed.
One progressive king was even forced to flee
the country,” she added.

In 1964, despite these setbacks,
Afghanistan adopted a constitution that gave
women the vote for the first time in the
country’s modern history. It was a brief
flowering of progress symbolized for her by a
treasured black and white photo taken the
following year, showing her mother receiving

her high school diploma from two female
members of the royal family, both in modern,
Western-style dress. Her mother then studied
journalism and Persian literature at Kabul
University, and later worked as a teacher.
However, this period of gains for women was
ended by the turmoil caused by the war with
Russia and the rise of the Taliban.

In 1989 Pazira and her family spent a year
in a refugee camp in Pakistan, before
emigrating to Canada. 

In the later part of her lecture she
reflected on what she has observed in Pakistan
and Afghanistan during her journalistic

assignments. Asked if she is optimistic about
the future of Afghanistan, she said she is by
nature an optimistic person. 

“I hope that it will someday stand on its
own feet, but it won’t happen for a while,” she
replied. “I asked my father what he thought
when the monarchy was reinstalled, and the
mildness of his answer surprised me, because
he had protested against the king in the 1960s.
He told me he thought he’d never see the day
when the monarchy would be seen as a good
thing, but the country had to start from
somewhere,” Pazira continued. “Perhaps it is a
starting point.”
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For anyone looking for work, i t ’s  a
sobering fact that most job openings are never
advertised or posted. There is no “job market”
where employers and job seekers can come
together to find one another. Research shows
that successful job seekers find their jobs
mostly through personal contacts and direct
approaches to employers than through all
other methods combined. If you’re looking
for a job the old adage still applies: what you
know is important, but so is who you know. 

“Research shows there are three ways to
meet this challenge: network, network,
network,” says Kevin Bolen, assistant manager
of Student Employment Services (SES) at the
University of Regina. With that in mind, each
fall the SES office hosts a Careers Day that
brings together prospective employers and
student job-seekers for a day of networking,
resumé-passing and business card-collecting.
This year about 70 employers and between

2,000 and 3,000 U of R students will gather
at the Centre of the Arts on September 28.

“Careers Day grew too large to hold
anywhere on campus,” explains SES events
coordinator Evelyn McRae. “There will be a
free shuttle bus running every 20 minutes to
the Centre from the Riddell Centre, the Ad-
Hum building and SIAST.”

U of R Careers Day is also free. Some
other universities have instituted a charge for
their events. As an additional incentive,
students attending will be able to enter for
one of two $500 grocery vouchers being given
away by the U of R Alumni Association. 

Bolen encourages all students to come out
and network. “Most employers are using their
websites for recruiting purposes, so right away
job-seekers are not connecting directly with
the decision-makers,” Bolen explains. “Careers
Day gives students opportunities to connect
with prospective employers, but the onus is on

students to follow up so that employers are
aware of them when job openings occur. For
first and second-year students it’s a chance to
hear first-hand about possible career choices.”

Michael McKinlay attended two career
days while he studied for his BAdmin degree.
He’s also relied on SES since he returned
from a year of teaching English in Japan.  

“I registered with the graduate registry
service so I’d get job postings quickly,” says
McKinlay, who now handles public relations
and cultural affairs in the Edmonton office of
the Consulate General of Japan. “I worked
with Kevin a lot, polishing my resumé and
practicing mock job interviews. He was a big
help.” 

David Gane also can’t say enough about
the services offered. After graduating with his
BFA in film and video, he worked for several
years managing all the large and small details
involved in producing films and TV shows.

He attended last year’s Careers Day because
he was looking for a position with more
stability.

“It’s a very professional environment, and
I came out of Careers Day with a better idea
of what I was looking for, and what was
available,” says Gane. While that event did
not result in a job offer, Bolen’s advice and
Gane’s networking in the film industry did
result in his current position as locations co-
ordinator for SaskFilm.

“The Careers Day experience and working
with Kevin opened my eyes to where I could
go, and the transferable skills I’d learned
working in production offices,” Gane says.    

Careers Day 2004 will run from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. on Tuesday, September 28, in Doris
Knight Hall  at  the Centre of the Arts.  
More information about Student 
Employment Services can be found at
http://www.uregina.ca/ses/ .

Careers Day connects job-seekers with employers
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Women still struggle for rights in Afghanistan
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Sept 23-Dec 2
First Year Services Student Success Seminars
Various student seminars such as library
orientation, midterm exams, resumé and portfolio
building
Info: 585-5376
www.uregina.ca/fys 

Thurs., Sept. 23 - 7:30 p.m.
Luther Lecture
“Sex and the City (of God): Augustine on the
Resurrection Body”
Speaker: Margaret Miles
Education Auditorium
Info: 585-5041

Fri., Sept. 24 - 9:30 a.m.
Computer Science seminar
“From Associations to Inferences”
Speaker: Choh Man Teng
Rm. 317.18, College West Bldg.
Info: 585-4633

Fri., Sept. 24 - 3:30 p.m.
Arts Lecture
“Deep and Easy Knowledge: The Freudian
Temptation”
Speaker: Frederick Crews
Campion College Auditorium
Info: 585-4332/4226

Fri., Sept. 24 - 10:30 a.m.
Luther Lecture
“Tasteless Historical Stories and the History of
Christian Thought”
Speaker: Margaret Miles
Luther College Auditorium
Info: 585-5041

Tues., Sept. 28 - 9 a.m.
Careers Day 2004: Survivor Regina
Opportunity to meet employers
Saskatchewan Centre of the Arts (Doris Knight
Hall)
Info: 585-5221

Wed., Sept. 29 - Noon
Saskatchewan Instructional Development &
Research Unit seminar
“Resistance and Reception to Anti-homophobic
Education”
Speakers: James McNinch, Marilyn Totter, Scott
Thompson
Rm. 341, Education Bldg.
Info: 585-4309

Wed., Sept. 29 - 8 p.m.
Arts Lecture
“Three Projects and a Few Funerals: Islamic
Empire, Pax Americana, or a World of Law”
Speaker: Gwynne Dyer
Education Auditorium
Info: 585-4304/585-4226

Thurs., Sept. 30 - 3 p.m.
History Lecture
“At Home in the World: Challenging the Myths
about Canada’s Foreign Policy”
Speaker: Jennifer Welsh
Riffel Auditorium, Campion College
Info: 585-4209

Wed., Oct. 6 - 4 p.m.
Sociology Seminar
“The Sociology of Mathematics: Why do scientists
choose one mathematical method over another?”
Speaker: Evan Morris
Rm. 420, Classroom Bldg.
Info: 585-4443

Wed., Oct. 6 - Noon
Saskatchewan Instructional Development &
Research Unit seminar
“Updating our Notions of Equity: Toward a More
Progressive Teacher Education Pedagogy”
Speakers: Meredith Cherland and Carol Schick
Rm. 341, Education Bldg.
Info: 585-4309

For a complete Calendar of Events at the University
of Regina visit our Web site at www.uregina.ca

Not just cut, but segmented: The new 693-bed residence complex officially opened
on campus last week with a ribbon segmentation by (l-r): Phoebe DeCiman,
students’ union president; Andrew Thomson, Saskatchewan minister of learning;
David Barnard, U of R president; Garth Fredrickson, chair of the U of R board of
governors; and Kieran Hamilton, a senior community assistant in the new residence.
The complex triples the size of the U of R’s residence operations.
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The Faculty of Arts and  
The Humanities Research Institute 

present a public lecture by 

GWYNNE DYER 
THREE PROJECTS AND A FEW FUNERALS: 

ISLAMIC EMPIRE, PAX AMERICANA, 
OR A WORLD OF LAW 

The lecture will focus on the connections between the
“war on terror”, the war in Iraq, and the upcoming US

election. This event will coincide with the publication of
Mr. Dyer’s new book, Future: Tense: The Coming World

Order, and of a new edition of his best-selling War.

8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, September 29, 2004

Education Auditorium, University of Regina
Admission is free and all are welcome.

Free parking available in the “M” areas of Lots, 14, 15 & 17
Pay parking in Lot 8

More information from 585-4304 or 585-4226
www.uregina.ca/arts/dyer


