
Time was, not that long ago, the only
female professor in the Faculty of Engineering
at the U of R used to take all the female
students out for supper once a year. It was a
small gathering and an opportunity for the
women, scattered over the four-year program,
to get to know one another better. 

Over the intervening years that modest
supper has evolved into a major networking
event open to all engineering faculty and
students, linking with practicing engineers
and the broader community.

Engineering student Nicole Jones has
organized the event, called “Engineering 1 to
4” for the past three years. “It’s a chance for
students to get to know each other better, and
an opportunity for them to meet people
working in the industry,” Jones says.

This year the event was held at the Delta
Hotel. Several local engineering firms,
professional associations, research
organizations and government agencies had
booths at the event. APEGS, the Association
of Professional Engineers and Geoscientists of
Saskatchewan, also had a booth.

“Besides gaining the technical knowledge,

APEGS believes it’s important for students to
learn about professionalism, ethics and a
greater awareness of the breadth of practice
from practicing professionals,” said Doug
Vandenberghe, who chairs the association’s
Student Development Committee.
“Engineering 1 to 4 plays an important role in
preparing grads for the career opportunities
that await them.”

The event also featured a talk by Jason
Gasmo of Clifton Associates, the engineering
firm that planned and managed the Wascana
Lake dig of 2003-2004. Gasmo was the
Geotechnical Design Engineer for the project,
and he spoke about the some of the challenges
encountered during the excavation work.

“When we drained the lake the old creek
channel from the 1930s was still evident,”
Gasmo said. Water had to be pumped out of
the channel to prepare for digging.”

Some of the lower-profile work completed
during the dig include using some fill to
create a new island, Discovery Island, in the
East Lake near the Science Centre, and a new
lakeside trail in that area. Gasmo, whose
expertise is in soils, explained that the most

water-saturated fill from the lake bottom,
called alluvium, was stored in an area ringed
with clay, just south of the Trans-Canada
Highway.

“I went there about a week ago to see how
that alluvium is reacting,” said Gasmo.
“When you drill down about six feet, it’s still
frozen.”

Gasmo also expressed satisfaction with the
new edging installed along stretches of the
lakeshore, which serves a dual purpose as a
retaining wall and as a vantage point for
spectators.

“The public quickly adapted to the new
design during the Dragon Boat Races, so we
know this area along the shore will be popular
for any aquatic events held on the lake.
Rowing and canoeing on the lake is weed-free
and enjoyable again,” he added.

Jones said she was pleased with the
turnout for the event, particularly with the
larger-than-usual number of students from the
upper years. “The event has grown from
modest beginnings, but it’s still an excellent
opportunity to get to know students you
might not meet otherwise.”  
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From ceramics to performance art and
short videos, there’s a wide variety of art and
fine arts lectures available at the University of
Regina this semester. The lectures are being
presented in two series: Art for Lunch, and
the Faculty of Fine Arts Lecture Series.
Between them the two series cover a broad
swath, presenting graduate students, faculty
members, visiting artists and curators who
share their creative practice from different
backgrounds in arts and culture. 

Most of the Art for Lunch series will run
on Fridays, and mostly starting at noon. There
will be exceptions, however. 

“Art for Lunch lectures last about 45
minutes,” explains Rachelle Viader Knowles,
an assistant professor in the department of
Visual Arts, “so there’s plenty of time for
people to ask questions afterwards. The
atmosphere is informal and accessible. A few
of them will run later in the afternoon; a sort
of Art for Late Lunch.” For times please refer
to website below or call 585-5557.

The Fine Arts Lecture Series also runs on
Fridays, from 3 pm to 4 pm. All lectures in
both series are held in Room 050 in the
Riddell Centre.

Viader Knowles says the Art for Lunch
series offers a broad scope of presenters.
“Because Regina has a lively arts community,
there are often national and international
artists we can add to the Art for Lunch
series,” she says. “In addition, the ‘artist talk’
is almost an art form in itself, so for our grad
students this can be a valuable experience in
giving a public presentation.”

Last week graduate student Tammy
McGrath—a multimedia installation, web and
performance artist – talked about a tunnel
installation she recently completed for a
gallery in London, Ontario. While it’s not the
first time she’s presented at Art for Lunch, she
broadened her presentation beyond her
performance or digital work for the first time.

“Much of my installation work stems from
living in a neighbourhood in Calgary being
bulldozed to make way for an expanded
Stampede grounds,” McGrath explains.
“Eradicated history or rewritten history and
issues surrounding community became the
focus of my practice, and I’m still exploring
many of these ideas.” 

The Fine Arts Lecture Series has a more
formal atmosphere and highlights the creative
work of faculty members.  Among the
presentations,  on Oct.  29, is  a panel
discussion by four professors about an
interdisciplinary initiative called the Bus
Project. The members of the panel will look at
the nature of such interdisciplinary projects to
see how they meet the goals of the individual
artists, research students and communities
linked through the collaboration.

Upcoming dates for the Fall semester:
October 1, AArrtt  ffoorr  LLuunncchh, ceramic artist

Zane Wilcox, Room 050, Riddell Centre.
October 1, FFiinnee  AArrttss, professor of Music,

Dr. Lynn Cavanagh - 3 p.m., Room 050,
Riddell Centre

October 8, AArrtt  ffoorr  LLuunncchh, grad student
Lisa Rae Vineberg,  Room 050, Riddell
Centre.

October 15, AArrtt  ffoorr  LLuunncchh, performance
artist Camille Turner, Room 050, Riddell
Centre.

October 22, AArrtt  ffoorr  LLuunncchh, artist and
professor, Colette Urban, Room 050, Riddell
Centre.

October 29, FFiinnee  AArrttss, panel discussion
on the interdisciplinary Bus Project - 3 p.m.,
Room 050, Riddell Centre.

November 5, FFiinnee  AArrttss, artist presentation
and screening, Sarah Abbot - 3 p.m., Room

050, Riddell Centre
November 26, FFiinnee  AArrttss ,  Imagining

Female Ecstasy, Charity Marsh - 3 p.m., Room
050, Riddell Centre.

For more information and scheduled
times, call 585-5557 or see:
http://www.uregina.ca/finearts/events.html 

For regular updates, contact Rachelle
Viader Knowles:
rachelle.viader.knowles@uregina.ca

Lively mix of arts and fine arts presentations

Update

Female engineers’ supper evolved into major networking event
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First Year Services Student Success Seminars
Various student seminars, such as library orientation,
midterm exams, resumé and portfolio building
Info: 585-5376
www.uregina.ca/fys 

Thurs., Sept. 30 - 3 p.m.
History Lecture
“At Home in the World: Challenging the Myths about
Canada’s Foreign Policy”
Speaker: Jennifer Welsh
Riffel Auditorium, Campion College
Info: 585-4209

Fri., Oct. 1 - 3:30 p.m.
Biology Seminar
“The Past, Present and Future of Prairie Droughts &
Their Impacts”
Speaker: Peter Leavitt
Rm. 128, Classroom Bldg.
Info: 585-4146

Mon., Oct. 4 - 4 p.m.
Lecture
“Indigenous Women: Interdisciplinary Issues”
Speaker: Elizabeth Mackinlay
Rm. 211, Luther College
Info: 585-5807

Wed., Oct. 6 - 4 p.m.
Lecture
“Indigenous Knowledge and Western Academic
Traditions: Uneasy Bedfellows?”
Speaker: Elizabeth Mackinlay
Mezzanine Boardroom, First Nations University of
Canada
Info: 585-5819

Wed., Oct. 6 - 7 p.m.
Lecture
Ethnomusicology public lecture on Aboriginal Australian
music
Speaker: Elizabeth Mackinlay
Shu Box Theatre, Riddell Centre
Info: 585-5819

Wed., Oct. 6 
2004 Quality Forum
This year’s theme is “The Cost of Quality” 
Riddell Centre
Info/Register: 585-4639

Wed., Oct. 6 - 4 p.m.
Sociology Seminar
“The Sociology of Mathematics: Why do scientists
choose one mathematical method over another?”
Speaker: Evan Morris
Rm. 420, Classroom Bldg.
Info: 585-4443

Wed., Oct. 6 - Noon
Saskatchewan Instructional Development & Research
Unit seminar
“Updating our Notions of Equity: Toward a More
Progressive Teacher Education Pedagogy”
Speakers: Meredith Cherland and Carol Schick
Rm. 341, Education Bldg.
Info: 585-4309

Sun., Oct. 10 - 3 p.m.
Fine Arts Series 
Featuring Contrasts Trio
“Three Generations”
Shumiatcher Theatre, Riddell Centre
Info/tickets: 585-5500

Mon., Oct 11
Thanksgiving Day
University Closed

Fri., Oct. 15 - 3:30 p.m.
Orlene Murad Academic Discussion Series 
“The Politics of (Reading) War: Military SF and the
Afterlife of the Kipling Controversy”
Speaker: Susan Johnston
Rm. 348, Adminstration-Humanities Bldg.
Info: 585-4311

For a complete Calendar of Events at the University of
Regina visit our Web site at www.uregina.ca

Eight European students are joining the U of R’s the Faculty of Education through a student mobility project funded by
Human Resources Development Canada. The project involves staff and beginning teachers from three Canadian and three
European universities, and aims to produce a culturally responsive curriculum for teacher education. The Canadian
universities include the U of R, Simon Fraser University, and the University of Lethbridge.  Pictured are (standing, l-r)
Duncan Ogilvie, University of Leeds, England; Rosa Lara Sanchez and Rocio Exposito, University of Jaén, Spain; Angela
Mueller, Otto-von-Guericke University, Magdeburg, Germany; (seated) Susanne Schweigel, Otto-von-Guericke University;
Antonio Iglesias, University of Jaén; (front) Katy Watts and Caroline Thomas, Leeds University.  Eight University of Regina
students will travel to the European universities in January 2005. U of R project co-ordinators are Sonya Corbin Dwyer and
Kathleen O’Reilly-Scanlon, of the Faculty of Education.
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Graduate student Tammy McGrath—a multimedia installation, web and performance artist
and Art for Lunch lecturer—discusses a tunnel installation she recently completed for a
gallery in London, Ontario. Eradicated history or rewritten history and issues surrounding
community are the focus of her practice.
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